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PREFACE 

T«,  task  of  gathering  the  material  for  this  early  history 
of  the  island  of  Naushon  has  been  a  complete  pleasure 
owing  to  the  kindness  and  friendliness  of  every  person, 
without  exception,  with  whom  I  have  had  dealings. 

Libraries  and  museums  have  given  free  access  to  their 
collections;  their  staffs  have  been  untiring  in  making 
the  material  available,  authors  have  given  permission  to 
quote  from  their  works  and  many  busy  persons  have 
given  time  and  energy  in  answering  questions  and  sup¬ 
plying  information.  In  return  for  these  many  kindnesses 
I  can  only  give  my  sincere  thanks  and  express  the  hope 
that  in  this  collection  will  be  found  some  interesting  and 
untasted  morsels. 

A.  F.  E. 


Estabrook  Road 
Concord,  Massachusetts 
December,  1934 
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EARLY  HISTORY 
OF  NAUSHON  ISLAND 


Chapter  I 
EXPLORATION 

Th,  date  1843  marks  the  clear  dividing  line  between  early  and 
late  Naushon  history.  The  period  of  Forbes  ownership  has  con¬ 
tinued  for  almost  a  century,  and  its  story  is  written  in  the  Island 
Books  or  stored  in  the  memory  of  those  now  living.  It  is  a  tale 
of  romance  and  life  and  color  and  must  be  recorded  by  an  abler  pen. 

Here  is  explored  the  early  history  of  the  island,  beginning 
in  remote  times  and  ending  with  the  termination  of  Bowdoin 
ownership  in  1843.  Search  has  brought  to  light  a  great  deal  of 
material,  and  much  has  been  included  which  only  indirectly  con¬ 
cerns  Naushon  but  which  gives  background  as  to  times  and  con¬ 
ditions.  The  original  manuscripts  speak  for  themselves  with  only 
such  connecting  links  and  explanations  as  will  help  to  make  them 
clear.  First,  the  geology  of  the  islands  is  briefly  touched  upon; 
then,  early  exploration  and  aboriginal  life;  overlapping  this  comes 
the  proprietorship  of  the  Mayhews  and  Winthrops ;  and  last,  the 
long  period  of  Bowdoin  ownership. 

As  time  flows  by,  carrying  with  it  persons  and  events,  Naushon 
may  be  pictured  lying  in  the  center  of  the  stream,  familiar  to  the 
eye,  its  shores  and  hills  and  woods  so  little  changed  since  seen  by 
the  first  explorer. 

Geology 

The  natural  features  of  Naushon  and  its  immediate  neighbor¬ 
hood  may  be  quite  familiar  and  yet  be  scarcely  understood. 

How  many  of  us  might  echo  the  words  of  Miss  Elizabeth 
Peabody,  who,  when  riding  through  the  woods,  was  swept  from 
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the  back  of  her  horse  by  an  overhanging  branch  and  exclaimed, 
“ I  saw  it,  but  I  didn’t  realize  it!” 

A  slight  sketch  of  the  geology  of  the  region  gives  a  glimpse 
into  a  wide  field  for  investigation,  and  may  possibly  throw  a  spot¬ 
light  into  the  depths  of  our  ignorance. 

There  are  indications  that  in  a  past  age  in  the  region  south  of 
Cape  Cod  the  land  level  was  higher  than  it  is  at  present.  In  this 
case  the  shore  line  would  have  been  beyond  Martha’s  Vineyard 
and  Nantucket.  The  present  islands  would  have  been  low  hills 
connected  to  the  mainland  by  three  dry  valleys,  now  the  sea  floors 
of  Nantucket  Sound,  Vineyard  Sound  and  Buzzards  Bay.  With 
the  subsidence  of  the  land  or  flooding  in  of  the  sea  these  water¬ 
ways  came  into  being. 

Original  shore  lines  have  been  much  changed  by  the  work  of 
the  waves,  cliffs  have  been  cut  and  beaches  built.  On  the  land 
changes  due  to  the  erosive  action  of  wind  and  rain  have  gone  on 
at  the  same  time.  Thus  changes  of  level,  erosion,  and  an  advanc¬ 
ing  and  retreating  ice  front  during  that  era  often  termed  the  glacial 
period  have  altered  an  earlier  topography. 

At  the  southern  limit  of  the  last  glacial  advance  there  has  been 
left  a  long  ridge  of  glacial  debris  which  is  called  a  terminal  moraine. 
According  to  Professor  Koons,  who  made  a  study  of  glacial  kettle 
holes,*  “There  is  perhaps  no  more  remarkable  region  on  the 
whole  line  [of  terminal  moraine]  than  the  vicinity  of  Woods  Holl, 
both  over  the  point  of  the  mainland,  and  on  the  adjoining  eastern 
islands,  Uncatena,  Nonamesset,  and  Naushon  of  the  Elizabeth 
group,  which  extend  southwestward  between  Buzzards  Bay  on 
the  north  and  Vineyard  Sound  and  the  ocean  on  the  south. 

“The  trend  of  the  islands  is  60°  east.  The  hills  are  masses 

* Kettle  Holes  are  found  among  moraines,  and  are  believed  to  be  due  in 
some  cases  to  a  large  block  of  ice  which  remained  covered  by  debris  for  some 
time,  which  afterward  melted  out  with  subsidence  of  the  cover,  thus  forming  a 
basin.  Other  similar  basins  are  simply  due  to  the  irregular  depositions  of 
moraines. 
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of  earth,  sand,  gravel  and  boulders  tumbled  together  in  the  great¬ 
est  confusion.  In  places  the  surface  is  well  covered  with  granite 
and  gneiss  boulders,  some  of  gigantic  size.  .  .  . 

“The  theory,  that  this  is  a  part  of  the  terminal  moraine,  seems 
plausible  when  the  country  is  viewed  from  some  of  the  high  hills 
a  mile  or  two  to  the  east  of  Woods  Holl. 

“To  the  southwest  stretches  away  the  long  line  of  islands; 
and  to  the  northeast,  almost  as  far  as  Falmouth,  it  appears  as 
though  the  glacier  had  pushed  its  front  down  to  the  sea  and  there 
unloaded  its  vast  amount  of  rock  and  earth  to  form  this  line  of 
abrupt  hills. 

“Upon  the  tops  of  some  of  these  hills  .  .  .  one  hundred  feet 
or  more  above  the  level  of  the  sea  where  cuts  for  roads  have  been 
made,  stratified  material  consisting  of  sand  and  gravel  is  found. 
This  occurs  between  Buzzards  Bay  and  Vineyard  Sound,  where 
the  land  is  not  more  than  three-quarters  of  a  mile  wide.  .  .  . 

“On  the  island  of  Naushon,  opposite  Tarpaulin  Cove  upon 
the  summit  of  a  hill  over  200  feet  above  the  sea  level,  and  where  . 
the  island  is  not  more  than  two-thirds  of  a  mile  wide,  there  is  a 
stratified  deposit  which  has  been  partly  cut  away  by  the  winds, 
and  thus  its  character  made  known. 

“It  has  at  the  top  a  bed  of  fine  yellow  sand  ten  inches  thick, 
beneath  this  a  layer  of  white  or  smoky  white  sand,  then  again  a 
black  layer,  and  beneath  this  a  ferruginous  layer  two  inches  thick, 
all  very  similar  to  those  of  Gay  Head  and  at  the  west  end  of 
Martha’s  Vineyard.  Within  a  few  rods  of  this  stratified  deposit 
the  surface  over  a  considerable  area  is  completely  covered  with 
boulders,  two  of  which  are  of  unusual  size. 

“In  my  study  of  this  region  I  kept  a  record  generally  of  only 
the  largest  kettle  holes,  passing  by  some  of  great  size  because  they 
are  so  very  numerous.  .  .  . 

“Many  of  the  depressions  have  water  in  them,  forming  a  small 
pond  or  lake.  The  depth  of  one,  Mary’s  Lake,  is  eighteen  feet. 
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“The  map  shows  with  approximate  correctness  the  distribu¬ 
tion  of  the  kettle  holes,  and  also  the  direction  of  the  longer  axes. 
It  will  be  seen  that  the  general  trend  of  the  longer  axes  is  nearly 


Fig.  53. —  Map  of  kettle  holes  on  the  northern  part  of  the  Elizabeth  Islands  and  in  the  vicinity 
of  Woods  Hole,  Massachusetts,  by  Professor  B.  F.  Koons.  The  crosses  show  the  direction  of 
the  longer  and  shorter  axes.  Nos.  66,  72,  76,  78,  82,  84,  86,  87,  89,  91,  92,  94,  95,  99,  100, 
103,  105,  106,  are  upward  of  twenty-five  rods  in  diameter;  95  and  103  are  upward  of  fifty  rods 
in  diameter  ;  several  of  them  are  about  one  hundred  feet  in  depth. 


that  of  the  terminal  moraine.  The  small  bays  among  the  islands 
usually  have  their  longest  axes  trending  approximately  northeast 
and  southwest. 

“As  to  those  (kettle  holes)  upon  Nonamesset,  the  mainland, 
and  those  examined  on  Naushon,  the  facts  indicate  with  a  good 
deal  of  certainty  that  they  are  much  more  numerous  and  generally 
larger  upon  the  northern  than  upon  the  southern  side. 

“There  are  also  evidences,  two  miles  west  of  Tarpaulin  Cove 
on  the  south  side  of  Naushon,  that  a  glacial  stream  of  no  mean 
proportion  swept  from  among  the  hills  in  the  center  of  the  island 
into  Vineyard  Sound.  The  exact  windings  of  the  stream  are 
easily  traced,  and  just  to  the  west  of  its  mouth  stratified  deposits 
are  found  cropping  out  in  the  bluff,  seventy-five  feet  above  the 
mean  tide;  but  the  river  channel,  unlike  the  one  on  the  mainland 
east  of  Woods  Holl  has  few  boulders  in  it,  because  of  the  fineness 
of  the  material  composing  the  west  end  of  the  island,  and  the 
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notable  absence  usually  of  large  rock  fragments  especially  at  this 
point. 

“At  several  points  .  .  .  beds  of  thin  stratified  material  are 
found.  .  .  .  These  stratified  deposits  are  found  in  many  locali¬ 
ties  .  .  .  the  most  extensive  of  all  are  found  upon  the  very  sum¬ 
mit  of  Naushon,  over  200  feet  above  the  sea. 

“At  times  they  are  overlaid  by  coarse,  unmodified  drift;  at 
others,  occupy  the  surface ;  and  upon  a  study  of  the  localities  and 
the  character  of  the  deposits,  it  seems  that  they  were  made  by 
the  flowing  waters  of  the  streams  as  they  ran  from  the  face  of  the 
glacier  and  found  their  way  over  the  terminal  moraine  into  the 
sea  beyond.” 

After  considering  the  glacial  period  and  thinking  in  terms  of 
geologic  time,  the  brief  moment  comprising  the  last  one  thou¬ 
sands  years  seems  hardly  worth  mentioning.  But  to  dwellers  on  this 
planet  the  events  of  this  particular  thousand  years  form  a  great 
part  of  the  ever-growing  panorama  which  is  labeled  “the  past.” 

Island  history  really  begins  with  the  accounts  of  the  earliest 
recorded  explorers.  The  Norsemen  left  Norway  and  settled  in 
Iceland  in  the  10th  Century,  and  in  985  Eric  the  Red  crossed  to 
Greenland  and  founded  a  settlement  there. 

About  the  year  1000  certain  Norsemen  left  Greenland  bent 
on  exploration.  Just  where  they  sailed  and  where  they  landed 
and  where  Leif  Ericsson  built  his  house  is  not  known.  Scholars 
have  studied  the  evidence,  many  books  have  been  written,  and  each 
writer  has  a  theory  of  his  own  as  to  Leif’s  settlement.  I  believe 
with  Storm  that  it  was  probably  in  the  Nova  Scotia  region,  but 
several  students  of  the  subject  believe  the  location  to  have  been 
just  south  of  Cape  Cod.  Rafn  believes  that  Straumey  is  Martha’s 
Vineyard  and  Straumfiord,  Buzzards  Bay;  Hovgaard  indicates 
that  at  least  one  of  the  expeditions  came  to  the  Cape  Cod  region, 
and  Gray  in  his  book,  published  in  1930,  undertakes  to  prove  that 
the  site  of  Leifsbooth  is  Noman’s  Land. 
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If,  as  he  so  ardently  believes,  our  neighbor  Noman’s  Land  is 
the  spot,  the  Norsemen  during  a  three  years’  sojourn  could 
scarcely  have  failed  to  land  upon  and  explore  the  Elizabeth 
Islands.  Does  it  not  seem  almost  incredible  that  they  should  have 
lived  on  Noman’s  Land,  when  with  almost  equal  security  from  the 
natives  they  might  have  enjoyed  the  advantages  of  safe  harbors, 
better  hunting  and  fishing,  and  in  fact  an  easier  livelihood,  had 
they  settled  on  Martha’s  Vineyard,  Cuttyhunk,  Nashawena  or 
Naushon? 

The  only  decisive  proof  of  their  presence  will  be  the  discovery 
of  inscriptions,  coins  or  artifacts.  A  stone  with  an  interesting  (if 
authentic)  inscription  has  been  recently  discovered  on  Noman’s 
Land,  and  for  any  and  all  indications  watch  should  be  kept 
throughout  the  islands. 

Information  of  the  voyages  to  Vinland  comes  chiefly  from 
three  sources,  the  Flatey  Book,  which  is  the  more  clear  and  con¬ 
secutive  account,  thought  to  have  been  written  during  the  latter 
part  of  the  14th  Century,  and  the  Saga  of  Eric  the  Red,  dating 
from  the  second  half  of  the  13th  Century,  two  versions  of  which 
known  as  Hawk’s  Book  and  A.M.  557,  are  quite  similar.  The 
following  extracts  from  these  sagas  give  the  bulk  of  the  evidence 
upon  which  all  opinions  are  based,  and  from  which  each  reader 
may  draw  his  own  conclusions. 

Leif  Ericsson’s  Voyage  of  Exploration* 

From  the  Flatey  Book 

.  .  .  There  was  now  much  talk  of  explorations.  Leif,  a  son 
of  Eric  the  Red,  from  Brattahlid,  went  to  Bjarni  Herjulfsson, 
bought  his  ship,  and  hired  a  crew  for  it,  so  that  they  were  in  all 
thirty-five  men.  Leif  vainly  attempted  to  make  his  father  join 
the  expedition.  On  the  expedition  was  a  German,  by  name 

*The  name  Ericsson  is  variously  spelled;  in  Norwegian  it  is  Leifr  Eiriksson. 
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Tyrker.  After  having  fitted  out  the  ship  for  the  voyage,  they 
sailed  out  on  the  sea,  and  found  first  the  land  which  Bjarni  had 
seen  last.  They  sailed  to  the  land,  anchored,  put  out  the  boat, 
and  went  ashore.  No  grass  grew  there,  and  great  glaciers  were 
seen  inland,  while  the  coast  between  the  glaciers  and  the  sea 
looked  like  one  large,  flat  stone,  and  this  land  did  not  seem  to 
them  to  have  any  value.  Then  said  Leif :  “Now  it  has  gone  better 
with  us  than  with  Bjarni,  who  came  here  and  did  not  go  ashore; 
now  I  will  give  this  land  a  name  and  call  it  Helluland.” 

After  that  they  went  on  board  the  ship,  sailed  out  on  the  sea, 
and  found  another  land.  They  sailed  again  to  the  land,  anchored, 
put  out  the  boat,  and  went  ashore.  This  land  was  flat  and  covered 
with  woods,  and  there  were  extensive  white  sands,  wherever  they 
went,  and  the  beach  was  not  steep.  Then  said  Leif:  “This  land 
shall  be  named  according  to  its  nature  and  it  shall  be  called  Mark- 
land.”  After  that  they  went  as  soon  as  possible  to  the  ship,  and 
sailed  out  on  the  open  sea  with  a  northeast  wind,  and  were  on  the 
sea  two  days  before  they  saw  land.  They  went  ashore  on  an  island 
to  the  north  of  the  land.  It  was  fine  weather.  They  looked  around 
and  noticed  that  there  was  dew  on  the  grass.  This  dew  was  found 
to  have  a  very  sweet  taste.  After  that  they  went  on  board  the  ship 
and  sailed  into  the  sound  between  the  island  and  a  cape  which 
stretched  northward  from  the  coast,  and  steered  westward  past 
the  cape.  The  water  was  so  shallow  there  that  the  ship  ran 
aground  and  stood  dry  at  ebb  tide ;  the  sea  was  then  visible  only 
at  a  great  distance.  But  Leif  and  his  men  were  so  anxious  to  get 
ashore  that  they  did  not  care  to  wait  till  the  water  rose  again 
under  their  ship,  and  they  ran  ashore  at  once  where  a  river  flowed 
out  from  a  lake.  At  next  high  tide  they  took  the  boat,  pulled  to 
the  ship,  and  took  it  up  through  the  river  into  the  lake,  anchored, 
and  carried  their  leather  bags  ashore.  They  first  built  wooden 
huts  (sheds),  but  later  they  decided  to  prepare  to  remain  there 
during  the  winter,  and  they  built  then  large  houses. 
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Salmon,  larger  than  they  had  seen  before,  were  plentiful  in 
the  river  and  the  lake.  The  land  seemed  to  them  so  good  that 
there  would  be  no  need  of  storing  fodder  for  the  cattle  for  the 
winter;  there  came  no  frost  in  the  winters  and  the  grass  withered 
but  little.  Day  and  night  were  there  more  nearly  of  equal  length 
than  is  the  case  in  Greenland  and  Iceland;  the  sun  had  there 
eyktar  staff  r *  and  dagmalastaffr  on  the  shortest  day  of  the  year. 
When  they  had  built  the  house,  Leif  said  to  his  men:  “Now  I  will 
divide  our  party  into  two  halves  and  explore  the  land;  and  one 
half  of  the  men  shall  remain  at  the  house,  while  the  other  half  shall 
examine  the  country,  but  shall  not  go  farther  than  to  let  them  be 
back  in  the  evening,  and  they  must  never  part  from  one  another.” 
They  did  so  for  some  time,  and  Leif  was  alternately  one  day 
with  the  exploring  party,  the  other  day  at  the  house.  Leif  was  a 
fine,  strong  man,  of  impressive  personality,  and  moreover  intelli¬ 
gent  and  wise. 

It  was  found  one  night  that  one  of  their  men  was  missing,  and 
that  was  Tyrker  Southman.  .  .  .  Leif  now  reprimanded  his  men 
severely,  and  prepared  to  go  in  search  of  him  with  twelve  men. 
But  when  they  were  only  a  short  distance  from  the  house,  they 
were  met  by  Tyrker  whom  they  received  with  great  joy.  .  .  . 
Then  said  Leif  to  him:  “Why  were  you  so  late,  foster-father,  and 
why  did  you  part  from  the  others?”  Then  at  first  he  spoke  in 
German  for  a  long  time,  and  rolled  his  eyes  and  twisted  his  mouth 
when  they  did  not  understand  what  he  said.  After  some  time  he 
spoke  in  the  Norse  tongue:  “I  did  not  go  much  farther,  and  yet 
I  have  discovered  something  new;  I  found  vinviff f  and  vinber  J.” 
“Can  this  be  true,  foster-father?”  said  Leif.  “Certainly,  this  is 
true,”  said  he,  “for  I  was  born  where  there  is  no  lack  of  either 

*  Professor  Geelmuyden  calculates  “The  region  where  Leifsbooth  must 
be  sought  would  be  between  40°  and  50°  Lat.,  comprising  the  coasts  from  Sandy 
Hook  to  Halifax.” 

f  Vinviff  —  wild  grapes,  or  possibly  black  currants  or  mountain  cranberries. 

|  Vmber  —  grapevines. 
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vinvift  or  v'mber .”  They  now  slept  that  night,  but  in  the  morning 
Leif  said  to  his  men:  “We  will  now  divide  our  labors,  and  each  day 
we  will  either  gather  v'mber  or  cut  vinviQ  and  fell  trees,  so  as  to 
obtain  a  cargo  of  these  for  my  ship.”  This  advice  was  followed. 
.  .  .  A  cargo  was  now  cut  for  the  ship,  and  when  the  spring  came, 
they  made  ready  and  sailed  away,  and  Leif  gave  the  land  a  name 
in  accordance  with  its  products,  and  called  it  V inland. 

Then  they  sailed  out  on  the  sea,  and  had  a  fair  wind,  until  they 
sighted  Greenland  and  the  mountains  below  the  glaciers.  .  .  . 

Now  there  was  much  talk  of  Leif’s  Vinland  voyage,  and  his 
brother  Thorvald  thought  the  land  had  not  been  sufficiently  ex¬ 
plored.  Then  said  Leif  to  Thorvald:  “You  may  go  with  my  ship, 
brother,  if  you  so  wish,  to  Vinland,  but  I  wish  to  have  the  ship 
fetch  first  the  timber  which  Thorer  had  on  the  skerry.”  And  so 
it  was  done. 

Thorvald’s  Voyage 

Now  Thorvald,  with  thirty  men,  prepared  for  this  voyage,  and 
consulted  with  his  brother  Leif  about  it.  Thereafter  they  made 
the  ship  ready,  and  sailed  out  to  sea ;  and  nothing  is  told  of  their 
voyage  before  they  came  to  Leifsbooths  in  Vinland.  They  laid 
up  their  ship  there,  and  remained  quietly  during  the  winter,  and 
lived  by  fishing.  But  in  the  spring  Thorvald  said  they  should  put 
their  ship  in  order,  and  that  some  men  should  take  the  after  (large) 
boat  and  sail  along  the  western  coast  (or  west  of  the  land),  and 
explore  there  during  the  summer.  They  found  the  country  beau¬ 
tiful  and  wooded,  and  there  was  only  a  short  distance  between  the 
woods  and  the  sea,  and  there  were  white  sands.  There  were  many 
islands,  and  the  water  was  very  shallow.  They  found  nowhere  any 
human  dwellings  or  animals,  except  on  an  island  to  the  west,  where 
they  found  a  wooden  shed  (or  screen)  for  the  storage  of  grain. 
They  found  no  other  trace  of  human  work,  and  returned  to  Leifs¬ 
booths  in  the  fall.  The  following  summer  Thorvald  sailed  east- 
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ward  (or  along  the  east  coast)  with  the  ship  and  northward  along 
the  coast  (or  north  of  the  land) .  They  were  struck  by  a  heavy  gale 
off  a  cape,  the  ship  was  driven  ashore  there,  and  the  keel  broke 
under  the  ship.  They  stayed  there  a  long  time  and  repaired  their 
ship.  Then  Thorvald  said  to  his  men:  “Now  we  shall  raise  the 
keel  here  on  the  cape  and  call  it  Kj  alarness.” 

Thence  they  sailed  east  of  the  land  (or  eastward  along  the 
coast)  into  the  mouths  of  the  fiords  in  the  vicinity,  and  to  a  head¬ 
land  which  stretched  out  there,  and  which  was  covered  all  over 
with  woods.  Here  they  laid  the  ship  alongside  the  shore  and 
put  out  the  gangplank.  Thorvald  went  ashore  with  all  his  men, 
and  said:  “Here  it  is  beautiful,  and  here  I  should  like  to  build  my 
house.”  Then  they  returned  to  the  ship,  and  discovered  on  the 
sands  inside  the  headland  three  hillocks  (hcedir).  They  went 
there  and  saw  three  skin  boats,  and  three  men  under  each  boat. 
Thorvald  divided  his  crew  into  parties  and  caught  all  of  them 
(the  natives),  except  one,  who  escaped  with  his  skin  boat.  They 
killed  the  other  eight  men,  and  then  went  back  to  the  headland. . .  . 

Then  came  from  the  bottom  of  the  fiord  a  countless  number 
of  skin  boats,  and  approached  them.  .  .  .  The  Skraelings  shot  at 
them  for  awhile.  ...  “I  have  got  a  wound  under  my  arm,”  said 
he  [Thorvald].  .  .  .  “Now  I  give  you  the  advice  that  you  pre¬ 
pare  to  return  as  soon  as  possible;  but  you  shall  take  me  to  the 
headland,  where  I  thought  it  best  to  settle ;  it  may  prove  true  what 
I  said,  that  I  should  stay  there  awhile.  There  you  shall  bury  me, 
and  place  a  cross  at  my  head,  and  another  at  my  feet,  and  the 
headland  shall  be  called  Crossness  ever  after.  ...” 

They  remained  there  during  that  winter,  and  gathered  vinber 
and  vinvifi  for  a  cargo  for  their  ship. 

In  the  spring  they  made  their  ship  ready  and  returned  to 
Greenland.  They  came  with  their  ship  to  Ericsfiord,  and  they 
could  now  tell  Leif  great  news. 
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Thorfinn  Karlsefni’s  Voyage 

From  the  Saga  of  Eric  the  Red,  Hawk’s  Book  A.M.  544;  Codex  A.M.  557 

Thorfinn  Karlsefni  was  an  able  seaman  and  merchant,  and 
sailed  one  summer  from  Iceland  to  Greenland.  Snorri  Thor- 
brandsson  from  Alptafiord  went  with  him,  and  there  were  forty 
men  on  board  the  ship.  At  the  same  time  two  other  Icelanders, 
Bjarni  Grimolfsson  and  Thorhall  Gamlason,  equipped  another 
ship  and  sailed  to  Greenland;  they  had  likewise  forty  men  on 
board  their  ship.  Both  vessels  arrived  at  Ericsfiord  in  the  fall. 
The  merchants  traded  with  Eric  and  stayed  with  him  at  Brat- 
tahlid  during  the  winter.  .  .  . 

That  same  winter  there  was  much  talk  at  Brattahlid  about  an 
exploration  of  Vinland  the  Good,  which  country  was  thought  to 
possess  great  natural  wealth.  Next  spring  an  expedition  to  find 
the  new  country  was  fitted  out.  It  consisted  of  three  vessels,  one 
under  Karlsefni  and  Snorri,  one  under  Bjarni  and  Thorhall,  and 
the  third  under  Thorvard.  .  .  .  There  were  in  all  one  hundred 
and  sixty  men  on  board  the  ships  when  they  sailed. 

They  sailed  first  to  the  Western  Settlement  and  from  there 
to  Bjarneyar  (Bear  Islands) .  Thence  they  bore  away  southward 
two  days  [A.M.  557.  Thence  they  bore  away  with  a  north  wind, 
and  were  out  two  days],  when  they  saw  land,  and  put  out  the  boat, 
and  explored  the  land,  and  found  there  large  flat  stones,  many 
of  which  were  twelve  ells  wide.  .  .  .  There  were  many  Arctic 
foxes  there.  They  called  the  land  Helluland  (Land  of  Flat 
Stones).  Then  they  sailed  two  days  ( dcegr ),  and  found  a  land, 
wooded,  and  with  many  animals.  An  island  lay  off  the  land  to 
the  southeast;  there  they  killed  a  bear,  and  called  the  island 
Bjarney  (Bear  Island),  but  the  land  was  called  Markland 
(Woodland).  Thence  they  sailed  southward  along  the  coast  for 
a  long  time,  and  came  to  a  cape  (ness)  ;  the  land  was  on  the  star¬ 
board  side;  long  strands  and  sands  were  there.  They  rowed  to 
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the  shore,  and  on  the  cape  they  found  the  keel  of  a  ship,  and  they 
called  the  cape  Kj  alarness  (Keelness)  ;  and  the  strands  were 
called  Furdustrands  (Remarkable  Strands),  because  they  were 
so  long  to  sail  by.  Then  the  land  became  indented  with  bays. 
They  steered  their  ships  into  a  bay.  [Two  Scotch  runners  were 
sent  out.] 

.  .  .  They  stayed  there  and  waited  during  that  time,  but 
when  the  runners  came  back,  one  of  them  carried  in  the  hand  a 
bunch  of  v'mber,  and  the  other  an  ear  of  newly  (or  self-)  sown 
wheat.  They  went  on  board  their  ships  and  sailed  on.  They  stood 
with  their  ships  into  a  fiord.  Outside  it  there  was  an  island,  round 
which  there  were  strong  currents ;  therefore  they  called  it  Straumey 
(Stream  Island). 

There  were  so  many  eider  ducks  [A.M.  557 :  birds]  on  the 
island  that  it  was  scarcely  possible  to  walk  for  the  eggs.  They 
[A.M.  557 :  sailed  through  or  into  the  fiord  and]  called  it  Straum- 
fiord.  They  carried  their  goods  ashore  and  prepared  to  stay  there. 
They  had  brought  with  them  all  kinds  of  livestock.  The  country 
was  very  beautiful  there.  [A.M.  557 :  There  were  mountains 
thereabouts.]  They  occupied  themselves  exclusively  with  the 
explorations  of  the  country,  and  they  remained  there  during  the 
winter  [A.M.  557 :  which  was  very  severe],  without  having  stored 
a  supply  of  food.  During  the  summer  the  fishing  began  to  fail, 
and  they  began  to  get  short  of  food.  [A.M.  557 :  then  they  went 
out  to  the  island  in  the  hope  that  something  might  be  forthcom¬ 
ing  in  the  way  of  fishing  or  flotsam ;  there  was  not,  however,  much 
food  on  the  island,  but  their  livestock  fared  well  there.]  .  .  . 

Then  they  sailed  northward  past  Furdustrands  and  Kj  alar¬ 
ness,  intending  to  beat  past  (or  along)  the  coast  to  the  westward, 
but  they  were  met  by  strong  westerly  winds  and  were  driven 
ashore  in  Ireland.  .  .  . 

Karlsefni,  together  with  Snorri  and  Bjarni  and  their  people, 
went  southward  along  the  coast.  They  sailed  for  a  long  time,  and 
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came  at  last  to  a  river  which  flowed  down  from  the  land  into  a 
lake  and  then  into  the  sea.  There  were  great  beaches  (eyrar)  be¬ 
fore  the  mouth  of  the  river,  and  the  river  could  not  be  entered  ex¬ 
cept  at  high  tide.  Ivarlsefni  and  his  men  sailed  into  the  mouth  of 
the  river  and  called  the  place  Hop.  They  found  there  on  the  shore 
self-sown  wheat-fields  on  the  low  land,  but  vines  (vmvi&r)  where 
the  ground  was  high.  Every  brook  there  was  full  of  fish.  They 
dug  pits  on  the  beach  at  the  edge  of  the  high  tide,  and  when  the 
tide  fell  there  were  halibut  in  the  pits.  There  were  great  numbers 
of  animals  of  all  kinds  in  the  woods.  They  remained  there  half  a 
month  and  enjoyed  themselves  without  anything  happening.  .  .  . 
One  morning  early  they  observed  a  great  number  of  skin  boats, 
and  saw  that  staves  (or  rods)  were  brandished,  and  it  sounded 
like  the  wind  whistling  in  stacks  of  straw,  and  the  staves  were 
swung  with  the  sun.  .  .  .  These  people  rowed  up  to  them,  went 
ashore,  and  looked  at  the  newcomers  with  surprise.  They  were 
swarthy  men  of  a  savage  appearance  and  had  scraggly  hair  (illt) 
on  their  heads.  They  had  big  eyes  and  broad  cheeks.  .  .  . 

Karlsefni  and  his  followers  built  their  houses  (budir)  above 
the  lake.  Some  of  their  dwellings  ( skalar )  were  near  the  lake,  and 
others  far  away.  They  remained  there  that  winter.  No  snow 
came  and  all  of  their  livestock  lived  by  grazing.  .  .  . 

Karlsefni  and  his  people  now  realized  that,  although  the  land 
was  rich,  they  would  always  live  in  constant  danger  of  hostilities 
with  the  natives.  They  therefore  determined  to  return  to  their 
own  country,  and  at  once  prepared  to  leave.  They  sailed  to  the 
northward  along  the  coast,  and  found  five  Skraelings,  clad  in 
coats  of  skin,  lying  asleep  near  the  sea ;  they  had  with  them  boxes 
containing  animal  marrow,  mixed  with  blood.  .  .  .  They  now 
came  back  to  Straumfiord,  where  they  found  abundance  of  all  that 
they  needed.  .  .  . 

Karlsefni  then  set  out  with  one  ship ;  .  .  .  they  sailed  north¬ 
ward  around  Kj  alarness,  and  then  bore  to  the  westward  with  the 
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land  on  their  port  side ;  the  country  there  was  a  wooded  wilderness, 
as  far  as  the  eye  could  see,  with  scarcely  any  open  spaces.  When 
they  had  sailed  for  a  long  time,  a  river  flowed  down  from  the  land 
from  east  to  west;  they  sailed  into  the  mouth  of  a  river,  and  lay 
to  by  the  southern  bank.  .  .  .  Then  they  sailed  back  toward  the 
north,  and  thought  they  saw  the  land  of  the  unipeds.  Therefore 
they  would  not  expose  their  men  any  longer.  They  concluded  that 
the  mountains  of  Hop  were  the  same  as  those  which  they  now 
viewed,  and  there  appeared  to  be  very  nearly  the  same  distance 
from  Straumfiord  to  both  places. 

The  third  winter  they  were  in  Straumfiord.  .  .  .  There  Snorri, 
Karlsefni’s  son,  was  born  the  first  fall,  and  he  was  three  winters 
old  when  they  went  away.  When  they  sailed  from  Vinland  they 
got  a  southerly  wind,  and  so  came  to  Markland.  .  .  .  [A.M.  557. 
Now  they  arrived  in  Greenland,  and  remained  with  Eric  the  Red 
during  the  winter.] 

After  the  voyages  of  the  Norsemen  the  explorers  and  fisher¬ 
men  who  may  have  cruised  on  and  off  the  coast  have  for  the  next 
500  years  left  practically  no  trace.  It  is  not  until  the  16th  Cen¬ 
tury  that  men  came  who  left  enduring  records. 

In  the  game  of  marbles  there  is  a  rule  that,  “Findsies  keep- 
sies.”  Had  the  discoverers  been  able  to  abide  by  this  rule,  our 
Atlantic  seaboard  would  have  been  a  checker  board  of  nation¬ 
alities. 

Of  the  Norsemen,  Spaniards,  Portuguese,  French,  English 
and  Italians  who  are  known  to  have  crossed  the  Atlantic  before 
1600,  probably  not  many  chanced  to  tread  the  sands  of  Tarpaulin 
Cove.  Only  brief  mention  can  be  made  of  those  who  from  maps 
or  accounts  of  their  travels  seem  most  likely  to  have  done  so. 

1511 

Miguel  Corte  Real 

Evidence  has  been  found  that  the  inscription  on  the  famous 
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“Dighton  Rock,”  on  the  bank  of  the  Taunton  River,  was  made  by 
the  Portuguese  navigator  Miguel  Corte  Real.  Professor  Dela- 
barre  has  deciphered  the  inscription  as  follows: 

“Miguel  Corte  Real.  1511.  V.  Dei.  Hie.  Dux.  Ind.” 

Which  he  says  could  be  interpreted  to  read, 

“Miguel  Corte  Real  1511.  By  the  will  of  God  I  became  here 
the  chief  of  the  Indians.” 

It  is  known  that  Miguel  Corte  Real  left  Lisbon  on  May  10th, 
1502,  and  that  of  the  three  ships  of  the  expedition  his  alone  never 
returned. 

Nine  years  of  wandering  should  have  made  him  well  acquainted 
with  our  shores.  When  traveling  on  the  mainland  or  cruising  down 
the  Sound,  did  he  ever  look  or  land  upon  the  Elizabeth  Islands? 
As  in  the  case  of  the  Norsemen,  this  will  probably  never  be  known 
unless  fortune  brings  to  light  coins  or  other  unmistakable  evi¬ 
dences  of  his  presence. 

Janus  Verrazanus 

In  the  accounts  written  by  Hakluyt  are  the  following  letters 
purporting  to  be  written  by  a  Florentine  explorer: 

Certaine  Voyages  to  Florida  and  the  later  more  perfect  dis¬ 
coveries  thereof,  to  wit  of  all  the  sea  coasts,  Rivers,  Bayes,  Havens, 
Isles  and  Maine  lands  farre  up  into  the  Counterey  and  a  Report 
of  some  Colonies  and  Fortes  there  planted  and  displanted,  with 
a  Description  of  the  Government,  Disposition  and  Qualitie  of  the 
Naturall  Inhabitants  and  a  Declaration  of  the  Temperature  of 
the  Climate  and  of  the  Manifolde  good  Commodities  found  in 
these  regions. 

1524 

To  the  most  Christian  King  of  France 
Francis  the  First 

The  relation  of  John  de  Verrazzano  a  Florentine  of  the  land 
by  him  discovered  in  the  name  of  his  Majestie. 
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Written  in  Diepe  the  eight  of  July  1524 

“We  weyed  anker,  and  sayled  toward  the  East,  for  so  the 
coast  trended,  and  so  alwayes  for  50.  leagues  being  in  sight  thereof, 
we  discovered  an  Hand  in  form  of  a  triangle,  distant  from  the 
maine  land  10.  leagues,  about  the  bignesse  of  the  Hand  of  the 
Rhodes;  it  was  full  of  hills  covered  with  trees,  well  peopled,  for 
we  saw  fires  all  along  the  coast;  wee  gave  it  the  name  of  your 
Majesties  mother,  not  staying  there  by  reason  of  the  weather 
being  contrary. 

“And  we  came  to  another  land  being  15.  leagues  distant  from 
the  Hand,  where  we  found  a  passing  good  haven,  wherein  being 
entred  we  found  about  20.  small  boats  of  the  people,  which  with 
divers  cries  and  wondrings  came  about  our  ship,  coming  no 
neerer  than  50.  paces  towards  us;  they  stayed  and  beheld  the 
artificialnesse  of  our  ship,  our  shape  and  apparel;  then  they  all 
made  a  loud  showt  together,  declaring  that  they  rejoyced.  When 
we  had  something  animated  them,  using  their  gestures,  they  came 
so  neare  us,  that  we  cast  them  certain  bels  and  glasses,  and  many 
toys,  which  when  they  had  received,  they  looked  on  them  with 
laughing,  and  came  without  feare  aboard  our  ship.”  [The  next 
section  of  this  letter  gives  an  account  of  the  Indians  and  will  be 
found  in  the  following  chapter.] 

“This  land  is  situated  in  the  Paralele  of  Rome,  in  41.  degrees 
and  2.  terces  [thirds] ;  but  somewhat  more  colde  by  accidentall 
causes  and  not  of  nature  (as  I  will  declare  unto  your  highnesse 
elsewhere),  describing  at  this  present  the  situation  of  the  afore¬ 
said  Countrey,  which  lieth  East  and  West,  I  say  that  the  mouth 
of  the  Haven  lieth  open  to  the  South  halfe  a  league  broad,  and 
being  entred  within  it  betweene  the  East  and  the  North,  it 
stretcheth  twelve  leagues;  where  it  waxeth  broader  and  broader, 
and  maketh  a  gulfe  about  20.  leagues  in  compasse,  wherein  are 
five  small  Hands  very  fruitful  and  pleasant,  full  of  hie  and  broade 
trees,  among  the  which  Hands  any  great  Navie  may  ride  safe 
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without  any  feare  of  tempest  or  other  danger.  Afterwards  turn¬ 
ing  towards  the  South  in  the  entring  into  the  Haven  on  both  sides 
there  are  most  pleasant  hills,  with  many  rivers  of  most  cleare  water 
falling  into  the  sea. 

“In  the  middest  of  this  entrance  there  is  a  rocke  of  free  stone 
growing  by  nature  apt  to  build  any  Castle  or  F ortresse  there,  for 
the  keeping  of  the  Haven.  The  fift  of  May  being  furnished  with 
all  things  necessarie,  we  departed  from  the  said  coast  keeping 
along  in  the  sight  thereof,  and  wee  sailed  150.  leagues  finding  it 
alwayes  after  one  manner;  but  the  land  some  what  higher  with 
certaine  mountaines,  all  which  beare  a  show  of  minerall  matter, 
wee  sought  not  to  land  there  in  any  place,  because  the  weather 
served  our  turne  for  sailing ;  but  wee  suppose  that  it  was  like  the 
former,  the  coast  ranne  Eastward  for  the  space  of  fiftie  leagues. 
And  trending  afterwards  to  the  north,  we  found  another  land 
high  full  of  thicke  woods,  the  trees  whereof  were  firres,  cipresses 
and  such  like  as  are  wont  to  grow  in  cold  Countreys.” 

This  description  leads  to  a  study  of  the  early  maps,  Verrazano’s 
own  map  being  here  shown  with  the  Island  of  Luisa  large  and 
diagrammatic. 

He  says  in  speaking  of  this  island,  as  above  quoted,  “Wee 
gave  it  the  name  of  your  Majesties  mother.”  The  mother  of  His 
Majesty  Francis  I  was  Louisa  of  Savoy;  his  wife  Claudia,  whom 
he  married  in  1514,  was  daughter  of  Louis  XII.  It  is  interesting 
to  note  that  on  the  very  early  maps  this  island  appears  sometimes 
as  Luisa  and  sometimes  as  Claudia.  It  has  been  thought  that  this 
island  is  Block  Island,  but  it  is  conceivable  it  is  Nantucket  or 
Martha’s  Vineyard. 

The  fact  that  it  appears  on  so  many  of  the  old  maps  shows 
that  it  was  considered  an  important  landmark  to  seamen  arriv¬ 
ing  upon  the  coast. 

The  bay  which  has  been  so  fully  described  is  conceded  to  be 
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Narragansett  Bay.  While  admitting  an  inaccuracy  in  the  width 
of  the  entrance  and  the  “rock  of  free  stone,”  does  not  the  descrip¬ 
tion,  in  latitude,  compass  directions,  size  and  general  topography, 
suggest  Buzzards  Bay,  and  the  “five  small  Islands,”  the  Eliza¬ 
beth  Islands? 

Granting  that  this  is  something  of  a  stretch  of  the  imagination, 
the  pictures  of  the  country  and  its  inhabitants  apply  to  the  shores 
of  both  these  Bays. 


1525 

Ayllon  and  Gomez 

The  year  after  the  voyage  of  Verrazano  there  are  hints  of  two 
navigators  upon  the  coast.  The  first  of  these,  Lucas  Vasquez  de 
Ayllon,  left  Spain  for  Hispaniola  [Santo  Domingo]  in  1502. 
Here  he  was  a  magistrate  and  engaged  in  various  commercial 
enterprises.  He  became  interested  in  a  plan  for  the  extension  of 
the  Spanish  settlements  to  the  North  American  mainland. 

Ayllon  obtained  in  1523  a  rather  indefinite  charter  from 
Charles  V  of  Spain,  giving  him  the  right  to  plant  colonies.  After 
he  and  one  of  his  followers  had  made  reconnoitering  trips  along 
the  coast  he  attempted  to  found  a  settlement  at  the  mouth  of  one 
of  the  rivers  south  of  Cape  Charles.  Here  he  and  many  of  his  fol¬ 
lowers  died,  the  remainder  returning  in  December,  1526,  to 
Hispaniola. 

The  second  is  Estevan  Gomez,  a  Portuguese. 

At  Badajos  in  Spain  in  1524  a  council  was  convened  to  decide 
the  rival  claims  of  Spain  and  Portugal  in  the  New  World. 
Sebastian  Cabot,  Juan  Vespucius,  Estevan  Gomez  and  others  were 
called  in  to  testify  as  experts  in  navigation  and  cartography. 

The  council  authorized  a  voyage  of  exploration  to  the  western 
shore  of  the  Atlantic. 

Estevan  Gomez  sailing  under  the  Spanish  flag  left  Corunna 
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1525-26 

in  February,  1525.  He  returned  to  Spain  ten  months  later,  and 
the  following  description  of  his  voyage  has  been  found. 

Digo  que  esta  tierra  de  que  aqui  se  trata,  desde  cuarenta  e  un 
grados  hasta  cuarenta  e  dos  y  medio,  descubrio  el  peloto  Esteban 
Gomez. 

Translation.  I  say  that  this  land  here  described  lying  from  41 
degrees  to  42j  degrees,  was  discovered  by  the  pilot  Esteban 
Gomez. 

“Passing  this  river  (Rio  de  los  Gamos)  and  islands,  to  the 
coast  of  Florida  they  found  many  islands,  all  deserted,  these  seen 
and  discovered  by  Ayllon  (who  was  c oidor’  of  the  e Chancilleria’ 
of  Santo  Domingo,  killed  many  people  and  lost  all  his  armada, 
as  we  said  in  our  ‘General  History’).  He  went  to  a  part  of  the 
north  and  found  a  great  deal  of  land  continuing  with  that  which 
is  called  the  ‘Bacallaos’  and  to  about  40  to  41  degrees  and  thus 
more  or  less  from  where  he  brought  some  Indians  and  there  are 
some  of  them  at  present  in  this  city,  who  are  of  larger  size  than 
those  of  Terra  Firma  [the  main  land?]  and  walk  covered  with 
skins  of  animals. 

“  They  have  silver  and  copper,  they  listen  or  pay  attention  to 
dreams  and  worship  the  sun  and  the  moon  and  thus  commit  other 
idolatries  and  errors  like  those  of  Terra  Firma.  The  same 
chronicler  [Gonsalvo  de  Oviedo]  in  his  ‘General  History’  ex¬ 
tends  the  limit  of  the  discoveries  of  Gomez  to  41  degrees  up  to 
42  degrees  30  minutes. 

“All  the  islands  were  then  in  the  altitude  of  43  and  44  degrees 
and  in  the  7th  e clim, a’  and  his  longest  day  was  fifteen  hours  *  and 
one  quarter. 

“In  any  case,  summing  up  that  which  results  from  the  map 
accompanying  the  ‘Islario,’  we  are  able  then  to  assign  to  Gomez, 

*The  longest  day  at  Boston  is  15  hours  18  minutes. 
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as  limits  of  his  discoveries,  from  38°  to  45°  of  latitude  north,  which 
is  equivalent  to  saying  that  he  explored  from  the  Chesapeake  to 
some  point  of  Nova  Scotia.” 

The  testimony  of  Ribero’s  map  of  1529  shows  the  land  of 
Estevan  Gomez  as  extending  over  most  of  New  England.  Just 
at  the  point  probably  intended  for  Cape  Cod,  the  Tiera  de  Estevan 
Gomez  joins  the  Tiera  de  Ayllon.  Without  doubt  some  one  of 
these  southern  European  explorers  knew  the  coast  in  detail  and 
gave  the  various  rivers  and  promontories  the  names  used  by 
Ribero  and  other  cartographers  of  that  time. 

As  sassafras  was  one  of  the  most  sought  for  commodities  in 
the  New  World,  Hakluyt’s  account  of  it  may  be  of  interest. 

“Moreover,  Doctor  Monardus,  that  excellent  phisition  of 
Civill,  writinge  of  the  trees  of  the  W est  Indies  in  his  booke  called 
Joyful  Newes  out  of  the  New  found  worlde  (1574)  maketh  men¬ 
tion  of  a  tree  called  Sassafras  which  the  Frenchmen  founde  in 
Florida  ...  in  the  manner  following;  From  the  Florida  they 
bringe  a  woodde  and  roote  of  a  tree  that  groweth  in  these  partes, 
of  greate  vertues  and  excellencie  healinge  therewith  grevous  and 
variable  diseases.  It  may  be  three  yeres  paste  that  I  had  knowl¬ 
edge  of  this  tree,  and  a  Frenchman  that  had  bene  in  those  partes 
shewed  me  a  pece  of  yt,  and  tolde  me  marvells  of  the  vertues 
thereof,  and  howe  many  and  variable  diseases  were  healed  with 
the  water  which  was  made  of  it,  and  I  judged  that,  which  no  we 
I  doe  finde  to  be  true  and  have  seene  by  experience.  He  tolde  me 
that  the  Frenchmen  which  had  bene  in  the  Florida,  at  the  time 
when  they  came  into  those  partes  had  bene  sicke  the  most  of  them 
of  grevous  and  variable  diseases,  and  that  the  Indians  did  sliewe 
them  this  tree,  and  the  manner  howe  they  should  use  yt,  etc.  so 
they  did  and  were  healed  of  many  evills;  which  surely  bringeth 
admiration  that  one  onely  remedy  should  worke  so  valuable  and 
marvelous  effectes.  The  name  of  this  tree,  as  the  Indyans  terme 
yt,  is  called  Pauame,  and  the  Frenchmen  called  it  Sassafras.  To 
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be  brefe  the  Doctor  Monardus  bestoweth  eleven  leaves  in  describ- 
inge  the  sovereinties  and  excellent  properties  thereof. 

“The  nature  and  comodities  of  the  reste  of  the  coaste  unto  Cape 
Briton  I  will  shewe  unto  you  oute  of  the  printed  testimonies  of 
John  Verarsanus  and  Stephen  Gomes,  both  which  in  one  yeare, 
1524,  discovered  the  said  contries,  and  brought  home  of  the  people, 
Verarsana  into  Ffrannce,  and  Gomes  into  Spaine.” 

1602 

The  first  description  of  the  Elizabeth  Islands  comes  from 
members  of  the  expedition  of  Bartholomew  Gosnold. 

Gosnold  sailed  from  Falmouth,  England,  on  March  26th, 
1602,  with  a  company  of  thirty- two.  Two  of  these,  Gabriel  Archer 
and  John  Brereton,  wrote  at  length  about  the  voyage,  and  Gos¬ 
nold  himself  sent  a  short  letter  to  his  father  giving  a  meager  sketch. 

Historians  usually  use  only  one  of  these  accounts  in  telling 
of  this  voyage,  as  there  is  necessarily  much  repetition.  As  the 
landing  and  twenty-five-day  stay  of  Gosnold  is  the  striking  event 
in  exploration  which  concerns  the  Elizabeth  Islands,  and  which 
in  fact  gives  them  distinction  as  the  site  of  the  first  known  effort 
of  the  English  to  colonize  in  New  England,  the  two  accounts  of 
this  part  of  the  voyage  are  here  given  in  full. 

A  Brief  and  True  Relation 
of  the 
Discovery 
of  the 

North  Part  of  Virginia 

Being  a  most  Pleasant,  Fruitful  and  Commodious 

Soil; 

Made  this  Present  yeere  1602,  by  Captain 
Bartholomew  Gosnold,  Captain  Bartholomew  Gilbert,  and 
Divers  other  Gentlemen,  their  associates,  by 
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the  Permission  of  the  Honorable 
Knight,  Sir 
Walter  Ralegh,  &c. 

Written  by  M.  John  Brereton 
one  of  the  Voyage. 

To  the  honorable,  Sir  Walter  Ralegh,  Knight,  Captaine  of 
her  Maiesties  Guards,  Lord  Warden  of  the  Stanneries,  Lieuten¬ 
ant  of  Cornwall,  and  Gouernour  of  the  Isle  of  Jersey. 

Honourable  Sir,  being  earnestly  requested  by  a  deere  friend, 
to  put  downe  in  writing,  some  true  relation  of  our  late  performed 
voyage  to  the  North  parts  of  Virginia;  at  length  I  resolved  to 
satisfie  his  request,  who  also  emboldened  me  to  direct  the  same 
to  your  honourable  consideration;  to  whom  indeed  of  duetie  it 
perteineth. 

May  it  please  your  Lordship  therefore  to  understand  that 
upon  the  sixe  and  twentieth  of  March  1602,  being  Friday,  we 
went  from  Falmouth,  being  in  all  two  and  thirty  persons,  in  a 
small  Barke  of  Dartmouth,  called  The  Concord,  holding  a  course 
for  the  North  part  of  Virginia,  and  although  by  chance  the  winde 
favoured  us  not  at  first  as  we  wished,  but  inforced  us  so  farre  to 
the  southward  as  we  fell  with  S.  Marie,  one  of  the  ilands  of  the 
A9ores  (which  was  not  much  out  of  our  way)  but  holding  our 
course  directly  from  thence,  we  made  our  journey  shorter  (than 
hitherto  accustomed)  by  the  better  part  of  a  thousand  leagues; 
yet  were  wee  longer  in  our  passage  than  we  expected;  which 
happened,  for  that  our  barke  being  weake,  we  were  loth  to  presse 
her  with  much  saile,  also  our  sailers  being  few,  and  they  none  of 
the  best,  we  bare  (except  in  faire  weather)  but  low  saile;  besides, 
our  going  upon  an  unknown  coast,  made  us  not  over-bold  to 
stand  in  with  the  shore,  but  in  open  weather,  which  caused  us  to 
be  certeine  daies  in  sounding,  before  we  discovered  the  coast,  the 
weather  being  by  chance  somewhat  foggie;  But  on  Friday  the 
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fourteenth  of  May,  early  in  the  morning,  wee  made  the  lande, 
being  full  of  faire  trees,  the  land  somewhat  low,  certeine  hum¬ 
mocks  or  hills  lying  into  the  land,  the  shore  full  of  white  sand,  but 
very  stony  or  rocky.  .  .  . 

From  this  place  we  sailed  around  about  this  headland,  almost 
all  the  points  of  the  compass,  the  shore  very  bold ;  but  as  no  coast 
is  free  from  dangers,  so  I  am  persuaded,  this  is  as  free  as  any. 
The  land  somewhat  low,  full  of  goodly  woods,  but  in  some  places 
plain.  At  length  we  were  come  amongst  many  faire  islands,  which 
we  had  partly  discerned  at  our  first  landing;  all  lying  within  a 
league  or  two  one  of  another,  and  the  outermost  not  above  sixe 
or  seven  leagues  from  the  maine;  but  coming  to  an  anchor  under 
one  of  them,  [The  first  Island  called  Marthaes  Vineyard.]  which 
was  about  three  or  four  leagues  from  the  main,  Captain  Gosnold, 
myself  and  some  others,  went  ashore,  and  going  around  about  it, 
we  found  it  to  be  four  English  miles  in  compass  without  house  or 
inhabitant,  saving  a  little  old  house  made  of  boughs,  covered  with 
bark,  an  old  piece  of  a  weare  of  the  Indians  to  catch  fish,  and  one 
or  two  places  where  they  had  made  fires.  The  chiefest  trees  of 
this  Island  are  beeches  and  cedars,  the  outward  parts  all  over¬ 
grown  with  low  bushy  trees,  three  or  four  feet  in  height,  which 
bear  some  kind  of  fruits,  as  appeared  by  their  blossoms;  straw¬ 
berries,  red  and  white,  as  sweet  and  much  bigger  than  ours  in 
England;  raspberries,  gooseberries,  whortleberries,  and  such  an 
incredible  store  of  vines,  as  well  in  the  woody  part  of  the  Island, 
where  they  run  upon  every  tree,  as  on  the  outward  parts,  that  we 
could  not  go  out  for  fear  of  treading  upon  them ;  also  many  springs 
of  excellent  sweet  water,  and  a  great  standing  lake  of  fresh  water, 
near  the  sea  side,  an  English  mile  in  compass,  which  is  main¬ 
tained  with  the  springs  running  exceeding  pleasantly  through 
the  woody  grounds  which  are  very  rocky.  Here  are  also  in  this 
Island,  great  store  of  deer,  which  we  saw,  and  other  beasts  as  we 
saw  by  their  tracks;  as  also  divers  fowls,  as  cranes,  hernshaws, 
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bitterns,  geese,  mallards,  teals,  and  other  fowls  in  great  plenty; 
also  great  store  of  pease,  which  grow  in  certain  plots  the  Island 
over.  On  the  north  side  of  this  Island  we  found  many  huge  bones 
and  ribs  of  whales.  This  Island,  as  also  all  the  rest  of  these  islands 
are  replenished  with  these  commodities,  and  upon  some  of  them 
inhabitants ;  as  upon  an  island  to  the  northward,  and  within  two 
leagues  of  this ;  yet  we  found  no  towns,  nor  many  of  their  houses, 
although  we  saw  many  Indians,  which  are  tall  big  boned  men,  all 
naked,  saving  they  cover  their  private  parts  with  a  black  towed 
skin,  much  like  a  blacksmiths  apron  tied  about  their  middle  and 
between  their  legs  behind :  they  gave  us  of  their  fish  ready  boiled, 
(which  they  carried  in  a  basket  made  of  twigs,  not  unlike  our 
osier)  whereof  we  did  eat,  and  judged  them  to  be  fresh  water  fish; 
they  gave  us  also  of  their  tobacco,  which  they  drink  green,  but 
dried  into  a  powder,  very  strong  and  pleasant,  and  much  better 
than  any  I  have  tasted  in  England;  the  necks  of  their  pipes  are 
made  of  clay  hard  dried,  (whereof  in  that  island  is  great  store 
both  red  and  white)  the  other  part  is  a  piece  of  hollow  copper, 
very  finely  closed  and  cemented  together.  We  gave  unto  them 
certain  trifles,  as  knives,  points,  and  such  like,  which  they  much 
esteemed. 

From  hence  we  went  to  another  island,  to  the  northwest  of 
this,  and  within  a  league  or  two  of  the  main,  which  we  found  to 
be  greater  than  before  we  imagined,  being  sixteen  English  miles 
at  the  least  in  compass ;  for  it  containeth  many  pieces  or  necks  of 
land,  which  differ  nothing  from  several  islands,  saving  that  cer¬ 
tain  banks  of  small  breadth  do,  like  bridges,  join  them  to  this 
island.  On  the  outside  of  this  island  are  many  plane  places  of 
grass,  abundance  of  strawberries  and  other  berries  before  men¬ 
tioned.  In  mid  May  we  did  sow  in  this  island  (for  a  trial)  in 
sundry  places,  wheat,  barley,  oats  and  pease,  which  in  fourteen 
days  were  sprung  up  nine  inches  and  more.  The  soil  is  fat  and 
lusty,  the  upper  crust  of  grey  color;  but  a  foot  or  less  in  depth. 
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of  the  color  of  our  hemplands  in  England;  and  being  thus  apt  for 
these  and  the  like  grains;  the  sowing  or  setting  (after  the  ground 
is  closed)  is  no  great  labor,  than  if  you  should  set  or  sow  in  one 
of  our  best  prepared  gardens  in  England.  This  island  is  full  of 
high  timbered  oaks,  their  leaves  thrice  so  broad  as  ours;  cedars, 
straight  and  tall;  beech,  elin,  holly,  walnut  trees  in  abundance, 
the  fruit  as  big  as  ours,  as  appeared  by  those  we  found  under  the 
trees,  which  had  lain  all  the  year  ungathered;  hazel  nut  trees, 
cherry  trees,  the  leaf,  bark  and  bigness  not  differing  from  ours  in 
England,  but  the  stalk  beareth  the  blossoms  or  fruit  at  the  end 
thereof,  like  a  cluster  of  grapes,  forty  or  fifty  in  a  bunch;  sassa¬ 
fras  trees,  great  plenty  all  the  island  over,  a  tree  of  high  price  and 
profit;  also,  divers  other  fruit  trees,  some  of  them  with  strange 
barks  of  an  orange  color,  in  feeling  soft  and  smooth  like  velvet; 
in  the  thickest  part  of  these  woods  you  may  see  a  furlong  or  more 
round  about.  On  the  northwest  side  of  this  island,  near  to  the 
seaside,  is  a  standing  lake  of  fresh  water  almost  three  English 
miles  in  compass,  in  the  midst  whereof  stand  a  plot  of  woody 
ground,  an  acre  in  quantity  or  not  above ;  this  lake  is  full  of  small 
tortoises,  and  exceedingly  frequented  with  all  sorts  of  fowls  be¬ 
fore  rehearsed,  which  breed,  some  low  on  the  banks,  and  others 
on  low  trees  about  this  lake  in  great  abundance,  whose  young  ones 
of  all  sorts  we  took  and  ate  at  our  pleasure;  but  all  these  fowl 
are  much  bigger  than  ours  in  England.  Also  in  every  island  and 
in  almost  every  part  of  every  island,  are  great  store  of  ground¬ 
nuts,  forty  together  on  a  string,  some  of  these  as  big  as  hens  eggs ; 
they  grow  not  two  inches  under  ground ;  the  which  nuts  we  found 
to  be  as  good  as  potatoes.  Also,  divers  sorts  of  shell  fish,  as  scol¬ 
lops,  muscles,  cockles,  lobsters,  crabs,  oysters,  and  wilks,  exceed¬ 
ing  good  and  very  great. 

But  not  to  cloy  you  with  particular  rehearsal  of  such  things 
as  God  and  nature  hath  bestowed  on  these  places  in  com¬ 
parison  whereof  the  most  fertile  part  of  England  is  (of  itself) 
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but  barren ;  we  went  in  our  light-horseman  from  this  island  to  the 
main,  right  against  this  island  some  two  leagues  off,  where  com¬ 
ing  ashore  we  stood  awhile  like  men  ravished  at  the  beauty  and 
delicacy  of  this  sweet  soil;  for  besides  divers  clear  lakes  of  fresh 
water,  (whereof  we  saw  no  end)  meadows  very  large  and  full  of 
green  grass;  even  the  most  woody  places  (I  speak  only  of  such 
as  I  saw)  do  grow  so  distinct  and  apart,  one  tree  from  another, 
upon  green  grassy  ground,  somewhat  higher  than  the  plains,  as  if 
nature  would  show  herself  above  her  power,  artificial.  Hard  by 
we  espied  seven  Indians,  and  coming  up  to  them,  at  first  they 
expressed  some  fear;  but  being  emboldened  by  our  courteous 
usage,  and  some  trifles  which  we  gave  them,  they  followed  us  to  a 
neck  of  land,  which  we  imagined  had  been  severed  from  the  main, 
but  finding  it  otherwise,  we  perceived  a  broad  harbor  or  rivers 
mouth,  which  ran  up  into  the  main  and  because  the  day  was  far 
spent,  we  were  forced  to  return  to  the  island  from  whence  we  came, 
leaving  the  discovery  of  the  harbor  for  a  time  of  better  leisure. 
Of  the  goodness  of  this  harbor,  as  also  of  many  others  thereabouts, 
there  is  small  doubt,  considering  that  all  the  islands,  as  also  the 
main  (where  we  were)  is  all  rocky  grounds  and  broken  lands. 
Now  the  next  day,  we  determined  to  fortify  ourselves  in  a  little 
plot  of  ground  in  the  midst  of  the  lake  above  mentioned,  where 
we  built  our  house  and  covered  it  with  sedge,  which  grew  about 
this  lake  in  great  abundance ;  in  building  whereof  we  spent  three 
weeks  and  more:  but  the  second  day  after  our  coming  from  the 
main,  we  espied  eleven  canoes  or  boats,  with  fifty  Indians  in  them, 
coming  towards  us  from  the  part  of  the  main,  where  we,  two  days 
before  landed;  and  being  loath  they  should  discover  our  fortifi¬ 
cation  we  went  out  on  the  seaside  to  meet  them ;  and  coming  some¬ 
what  near  them,  they  all  sat  down  upon  the  stones,  calling  aloud 
to  us  (as  we  rightly  guessed)  to  do  the  like,  a  little  distance  from 
them :  having  set  awhile  in  this  order.  Captain  Gosnold  willed  me 
to  go  unto  them  to  see  what  countenance  they  would  make;  but 
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as  soon  as  I  came  up  unto  them,  one  of  them,  to  whom  I  had  given 
a  knife  two  days  before  in  the  main,  knew  me,  (whom  I  also  very 
well  remembered)  and  smiling  upon  me,  spake  somewhat  unto 
their  lord  or  captain,  which  sat  in  the  midst  of  them,  who  presently 
rose  up  and  took  a  large  beaver  skin  from  one  that  stood  about  him, 
and  gave  it  unto  me,  which  I  requited  for  that  time,  the  best  I 
could ;  but  I,  pointing  towards  Captain  Gosnold,  made  signs  unto 
him,  that  he  was  our  Captain,  and  desirous  to  be  his  friend,  and 
enter  league  with  him,  which  as  I  perceived  he  understood  and 
made  signs  of  joy:  whereupon  Captain  Gosnold  with  the  rest  of 
his  company,  being  twenty  in  all,  came  up  unto  them;  and  after 
many  signs  of  gratulations  (Captain  Gosnold  presenting  their 
lord  with  certain  trifles  which  they  wondered  at,  and  highly 
esteemed)  we  became  very  great  friends,  and  sent  for  meat  aboard 
our  shallop,  and  gave  them  such  meat  as  we  had  ready  dressed, 
whereof  they  misliked  nothing  but  our  mustard,  whereat  they 
made  a  sour  face.  While  we  were  thus  merry  one  of  them  had  con¬ 
veyed  a  target  of  ours  into  one  of  their  canoes  which  we  suffered, 
only  to  try  wether  they  were  in  subjection  to  this  lord  to  whom  we 
made  signs  (by  showing  him  another  of  the  same  likness,  and 
pointing  to  the  canoe)  what  one  of  his  company  had  done;  who 
suddenly  expressed  some  fear,  and  speaking  angrily  to  one  about 
him  (as  we  perceived  by  his  countenance)  caused  it  presently  to 
be  brought  back  again.  So  the  rest  of  the  day  we  spent  trading 
with  them  for  furs,  which  are  beavers,  luzernes,  martins,  otters, 
wild-cat  skins,  very  large  and  deep  fur,  black  foxes,  coney  skins, 
of  the  color  of  our  hares,  but  somewhat  less ;  deer  skins,  very  large, 
seal  skins,  and  other  beast  skins,  to  us  unknown.  They  have  also 
great  store  of  copper,  some  very  red,  and  some  of  a  paler  color: 
none  of  them  but  have  chains,  earrings,  or  collars  of  this  metal: 
they  head  some  of  their  arrows  herewith  much  like  our  broad 
arrow  heads,  very  workmanly  made.  Their  chains  are  many  hol¬ 
low  pieces  cemented  together,  each  piece  of  the  bigness  of  one  of 


28 


Early  History  or  Naushon  Island 


our  reeds,  a  finger  in  length,  ten  or  twelve  of  them  together  on  a 
string,  which  they  wear  about  their  necks :  their  collars  they  wear 
about  their  bodies  like  bandeliers  a  handful  broad,  all  hollow 
pieces  like  the  other,  but  somewhat  shorter,  four  hundred  pieces 
in  a  collar,  very  fine  and  evenly  set  together.  Besides  these  they 
have  large  drinking  cups  made  like  skulls,  and  other  thin  plates 
of  copper,  made  much  like  our  boar  spear  blades,  all  which  they 
so  little  esteem,  as  they  offered  their  fairest  collars  or  chains  for 
a  knife  or  such  like  trifle,  but  we  seemed  little  to  regard  it;  yet  I 
was  desirous  to  understand  where  they  had  such  store  of  this  metal, 
and  made  signs  to  one  of  them  (with  whom  I  was  very  familiar) 
who  taking  a  piece  of  copper  in  his  hand,  made  a  hole  with  his 
finger  in  the  ground,  and  withal  pointed  to  the  main  whence  they 
came.  They  strike  fire  in  this  manner,  everyone  carrieth  about  him 
in  a  purse  of  tewed  leather,  a  mineral  stone  (which  I  take  to  be 
their  copper)  and  with  a  flat  emery  stone  (wherewith  glaziers  cut 
glass,  and  cutlers  glass  blades)  tied  fast  to  the  end  of  a  little  stick, 
gently  he  striketh  upon  the  mineral  stone  and  within  a  stroke  or 
two,  a  spark  falleth  upon  a  piece  of  touchwood  (much  like  our 
sponge  in  England)  and  with  the  least  spark  he  maketh  a  fire 
presently.  We  had  also  of  their  flax,  wherewith  they  make  many 
strings  and  cords,  but  it  is  not  so  bright  of  color  as  ours  in  Eng¬ 
land;  I  am  persuaded  they  have  great  store  growing  upon  the 
main,  as  also  mines  and  many  other  rich  commodities,  which  we, 
wanting  both  time  and  means,  could  not  possibly  discover. 

Thus  they  continued  with  us  three  days,  every  night  retiring 
themselves  to  the  furthermost  part  of  our  island  two  or  three  miles 
from  our  fort :  but  the  fourth  day  they  returned  to  the  main,  point¬ 
ing  five  or  six  times  to  the  sun,  and  once  to  the  main,  which  we 
understood,  that  within  five  or  six  days  they  would  come  from  the 
main  to  us  again ;  but  being  in  their  canoes  a  little  from  the  shore, 
they  made  huge  crys  and  shouts  of  joy  unto  us;  and  we  with  our 
trumpet  and  cornet,  and  casting  our  caps  up  into  the  air,  made 
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them  the  best  farewell  we  could  yet  six  or  seven  of  them  remained 
with  us  behind,  bearing  us  company  everyday  into  the  woods,  and 
helped  us  to  cut  and  carry  our  sassafras,  and  some  of  them  lay 
aboard  our  ship. 

These  people  as  they  are  exceeding  courteous,  gentle  of  dis¬ 
position,  well  conditioned,  excelling  all  others  that  we  have  seen; 
so  for  shape  of  body  and  lovely  favor,  I  think  they  excel  all  the 
people  of  America ;  of  stature  much  higher  than  we ;  of  complexion 
or  color  much  like  a  dark  olive;  their  eyebrows  and  hair  black, 
which  they  wear  long,  tied  up  behind  in  knots,  whereon  they  prick 
feathers  of  fowls,  in  fashion  of  a  coronet;  some  of  them  are  black 
thin  bearded ;  they  make  beards  of  the  hair  of  beasts :  and  one  of 
them  offered  a  beard  of  their  making  to  one  of  our  sailors,  for  his 
that  grew  on  his  face,  which  because  it  was  of  red  color,  they 
judged  to  be  none  of  his  own.  They  are  quick  eyed  and  steadfast 
in  their  looks,  fearless  of  others’  harms,  as  intending  none  them¬ 
selves;  some  of  the  meaner  sort  given  to  filching,  which  the  very 
name  of  savages  (not  weighing  their  ignorance  in  good  or  evil) 
may  easily  excuse:  their  garments  are  of  deerskins,  and  some  of 
them  wear  furs  round  and  close  about  their  necks.  They  pro¬ 
nounce  our  language  with  great  facility,  for  one  of  them  one  day 
sitting  by  me,  upon  occasion  I  spake  smiling  to  him  these  words : 
How  now  (sirrah)  are  you  so  saucy  with  my  tobacco?  which  words 
(without  any  further  repetition)  he  suddenly  spake  so  plane  and 
distinctly,  as  if  he  had  been  a  long  scholar  in  the  language.  Many 
other  such  trials  we  had,  which  are  here  needless  to  repeat.  Their 
women  such  as  we  saw  which  were  but  three  in  all,  were  but  low 
of  stature,  their  eyebrows,  hair,  apparel,  and  manner  of  wearing, 
like  to  the  men,  fat,  and  very  well  favored,  and  much  delighted 
in  our  company;  the  men  are  very  dutiful  towards  them.  And 
truly  the  wholesomeness  and  temperature  of  this  climate,  doth  not 
only  argue  this  people  to  be  answerable  to  this  description,  but 
also  of  a  perfect  constitution  of  body,  active,  strong,  healthful, 
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and  very  witty,  as  the  sundry  toys  of  theirs,  cunningly  wrought, 
may  easily  witness.  For  the  agreeing  of  this  climate  with  us  (I 
speak  for  myself  and  so  I  may  justly  do  for  the  rest  of  our  com¬ 
pany),  that  we  found  our  health  and  strength  all  the  while  we 
remained  there  so  to  renew  and  increase,  notwithstanding  our  diet 
and  lodging  was  none  of  the  best,  yet  not  one  of  our  company  felt 
the  least  grudging  or  inclination  to  any  disease  or  sickness,  but 
were  much  fatter  and  in  better  health  than  when  we  went  out  of 
England. 

But  after  our  bark  had  taken  in  so  much  sassafras,  cedar,  furs, 
skins,  and  other  commodities,  as  were  thought  convenient,  some 
of  our  company  that  had  promised  Captain  Gosnold  to  stay, 
having  nothing  but  a  saving  voyage  in  their  minds,  made  our  com¬ 
pany  of  inhabitants,  which  was  small  enough  before  much  smaller, 
so  Captain  Gosnold  seeing  his  whole  strength  to  consist  of  but 
twelve  men,  and  they  but  meanly  provided,  determined  to  return 
for  England,  leaving  this  island  (which  he  called  Elizabeths’  Is¬ 
land)  as  with  as  many  true  sorrowful  eyes  as  were  before  desirous 
to  see  it.  So  the  18th.  of  June  being  Friday,  we  weighed,  and  with 
indifferent  fair  wind  and  weather,  came  to  anchor  the  23rd.  of 
July,  being  also  a  Friday,  (in  all,  bare  five  weeks)  before 
Exmouth. 

Your  Lordships’  to  command, 

John  Brereton 

Appended  to  Brereton’s  description  is  the  following  note : 

IF  it  please  any  man  to  read  the  summarie  of  Gonsalvo  de 
Oviedo  extant  in  part  in  the  English  decads  of  the  voyage  of 
Sebastian  Cabote  along  this  coast  of  Virginia  and  Norumbega: 
the  commodities  of  the  countreys,  Ets.  bega-.  And  the  short  re¬ 
lation  of  John  de  Verarsana  which  ranged  the  said  coast  long  after 
him  in  the  year  1524.  Which  is  also  to  be  seene  in  the  third  volume 
of  the  English  voyages  pagine  298.  He  shall  find  often  mention 
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of  rich  mineralls  and  store  of  excellent  copper  which  so  long  ago 
they  saw  among  the  Salvages,  they  being  the  first  known  Chris¬ 
tians  that  ever  saw  those  coasts.  So  that  it  were  more  than  wilful 
madness  to  doubt  of  rich  mines  to  be  in  the  aforesaid  Countreys. 

FINIS 

The  Relation  of  Captain  Gosnold’s  Voyage  to  the  North  part 
of  Virginia,  begun  the  six-and-twentieth  of  March,  Anno  42 
Elizabeth*  Regin*,  1002,  and  delivered  by  Gabriel  Archer,  a 
gentleman  in  the  said  voyage. 

The  said  captain  did  set  sail  from  Falmouth  the  day  and  year 
above  written  accompanied  with  thirty-two  persons,  whereof  eight 
mariners  and  sailors,  twelve  purposing  upon  the  discovery  to 
return  with  the  ship  for  England,  the  rest  remain  there  for 
population. 

The  fourteenth  of  April  following,  we  had  sight  of  Saint 
Mary’s  an  island  of  the  Azores.  .  .  . 

The  fifteenth  day  [of  May]  we  had  again  sight  of  the  land, 
which  made  ahead,  being  as  we  thought  an  island,  by  reason  of  a 
large  sound  that  appeared  westward  between  it  and  the  main, 
for  coming  to  the  west  end  thereof,  we  did  perceive  a  large  open¬ 
ing,  we  called  it  Shoal  Hope.  Near  this  cape  we  came  to  anchor 
in  fifteen  fathoms,  where  we  took  great  store  of  codfish,  for  which 
we  altered  the  name,  and  called  it  Cape  Cod.  Here  we  saw  sculls 
of  herring,  mackerel,  and  other  small  fish,  in  great  abundance. 

This  is  a  low  sandy  shoal,  but  without  danger,  also  we  came  to 
anchor  again  in  sixteen  fathoms,  fair  by  the  land  in  the  latitude  of 
42  degrees.  This  cape  is  well  near  a  mile  broad,  and  lieth  north-east 
by  east.  The  captain  went  here  ashore  and  found  the  ground  to 
be  full  of  pease,  strawberries,  whortleberries,  etc.  as  then  unripe, 
the  sand  also  by  the  shore  somewhat  deep,  the  firewood  there  by 
us  taken  in  was  of  cypress,  birch,  witch-hazel  and  beech.  A  young 
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Indian  came  here  to  the  captain,  armed  with  his  bow  and  arrows, 
and  had  certain  plates  of  copper  hanging  at  his  ears ;  he  showed 
a  willingness  to  help  us  in  our  occasions. 

The  sixteenth,  we  trended  the  coast  southerly,  which  was  all 
champaign  and  full  of  grass,  but  the  island  somewhat  woody. 
Twelve  leagues  from  Cape  Cod,  we  descried  a  point  with  some 
breach,  a  good  distance  off,  and  keeping  our  luff  to  double  it,  we 
came  on  the  sudden  into  shoal  water,  yet  well  quitted  ourselves 
thereof.  This  breach  we  called  Tucker’s  Terror,  upon  his  ex¬ 
pressed  fear.  The  point  we  named  Point  Care;  having  passed  it 
we  bore  up  again  with  the  land,  and  in  the  night  came  with  it 
anchoring  in  eight  fathoms,  the  ground  good. 

The  seventeenth,  appeared  many  breaches  round  about  us,  so 
as  we  continued  that  day  without  remove. 

The  eighteenth,  being  fair  we  sent  forth  the  boat,  to  sound 
over  a  breach,  that  in  our  course  lay  of  another  point,  by  us  called 
Gilbert’s  Point,  who  returned  us  four,  five,  six  and  seven  fathoms 
over.  Also,  a  discovery  of  divers  islands  which  afterward  proved 
to  be  hills  and  hammocks,  distinct  within  the  land.  This  day  there 
came  unto  the  ship’s  side  divers  canoes,  the  Indians  apparelled 
as  aforesaid,  with  tobacco  and  pipes  steeled  with  copper,  skins, 
artificial  strings  and  other  trifles  to  barter ;  one  had  hanging  about 
his  neck  a  plate  of  rich  copper,  in  length  a  foot,  in  breadth  half  a 
foot  for  a  breastplate,  the  ears  of  all  the  rest  had  pendants  of 
copper.  Also  one  of  them  had  his  face  painted  over,  and  head 
stuck  with  feathers  in  the  manner  of  a  turkey-cock’s  train.  These 
are  more  timorous  than  those  of  the  Savage  Rock,  yet  very  thievish. 

The  nineteenth,  we  passed  over  the  breach  of  Gilbert’s  Point 
in  four  or  five  fathoms,  and  anchored  a  league  or  somewhat  more 
beyond  it;  between  the  last  two  points  are  two  leagues,  the  in¬ 
terim,  along  shoal  water,  the  latitude  here  is  41  degrees  two  third 
parts. 

The  twentieth,  by  the  ships  side,  we  there  killed  penguins,  and 
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saw  many  sculls  of  fish.  The  coast  from  Gilbert’s  Point  to  the 
supposed  isles  lieth  east  by  south.  Here  also  we  discovered  two 
inlets  which  might  promise  fresh  water,  inwardly  whereof  we 
perceived  much  smoke,  as  though  some  population  had  been  there. 
The  coast  is  very  full  of  people,  for  that  as  we  trended  the  same 
savages  still  run  along  the  shore,  as  men  much  admiring  at  us. 

The  one-and-twentieth,  we  went  coasting  from  Gilbert’s  Point 
to  the  supposed  isles,  in  ten,  nine,  eight,  seven,  and  six  fathoms, 
close  aboard  the  shore,  and  that  depth  lieth  a  league  off.  A  little 
from  the  supposed  isles,  appeared  unto  us  an  opening,  with  which 
we  stood,  judging  it  to  be  the  end  of  that  which  Captain  Gosnold 
descried  from  Cape  Cod,  and  as  he  thought  to  extend  some  thirty 
or  more  miles  in  length,  and  finding  there  but  three  fathoms  a 
league  off,  we  omitted  to  make  further  discovery  of  the  same, 
calling  it  Shoal  Hope. 

From  this  opening  the  main  lieth  south-west,  which  coasting 
along  we  saw  a  disinhabited  island,  which  so  afterward  appeared 
unto  us:  we  bore  with  it,  and  named  it  Martha’s  Vineyard:  from 
Shoal  Hope  it  is  eight  leagues  in  circuit,  the  island  is  five  miles, 
and  hath  41  degrees  and  one  quarter  of  latitude.  The  place  most 
pleasant;  for  the  two-and-twentieth,  we  went  ashore,  and  found 
it  full  of  wood,  vines,  gooseberry  bushes,  whortleberries,  rasp¬ 
berries,  eglantines,  &c.  Here  we  had  cranes,  stearnes,  shoulers, 
geese,  and  divers  other  birds  which  there  at  that  time  upon  the 
cliffs  being  sandy  with  some  rocky  stones,  did  breed  and  had 
young.  In  this  place  we  saw  deer :  here  we  rode  in  eight  fathoms 
near  the  shore  where  we  took  great  store  of  cod,  —  as  before  at 
Cape  Cod,  but  much  better. 

The  three-and-twentieth  we  weighed,  and  towards  night  came 
to  anchor  at  the  northwest  part  of  this  island,  where  the  next 
morning  offered  unto  us  fast  running  thirteen  savages  apparelled 
as  aforesaid,  and  armed  with  bows  and  arrows  without  any  fear. 
They  brought  tobacco,  deer-skins  and  some  sodden  fish.  These 
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offered  themselves  unto  us  in  great  familiarity,  who  seemed  to 
be  well  conditioned.  They  came  more  rich  in  copper  than  any 
before.  This  island  is  sound,  and  hath  no  danger  about  it. 

The  four-and- twentieth,  we  set  sail  and  doubled  the  Cape  of 
another  island  next  unto  it,  which  we  called  Dover  Cliff,  and  then 
came  into  a  fair  sound,  where  we  rode  all  night;  the  next  morning 
we  sent  off  one  boat  to  discover  another  cape,  that  lay  between 
us  and  the  main,  from  which  were  a  ledge  of  rocks  a  mile  into  the 
sea,  but  all  above  water,  and  without  danger ;  we  went  about  them 
and  came  to  anchor  in  eight  fathoms,  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the 
shore,  in  one  of  the  stateliest  sounds  that  ever  I  was  in.  This  called 
we  Gosnold’s  Hope;  the  north  bank  whereof  is  the  main,  which 
stretcheth  east  and  west.  This  island  Captain  Gosnold  called 
Elizabeth’s  isle,  where  we  determined  our  abode:  the  distance  be¬ 
tween  every  [one]  of  these  islands  is,  viz.  from  Martha’s  Vineyard 
to  Dover  Cliff,  half  a  league  over  the  sound,  thence  to  Elizabeth’s 
isle  one  league  distant.  From  Elizabeth’s  island  unto  the  main  is 
four  leagues.  On  the  north  side,  near  adjoining  unto  the  island 
Elizabeth,  is  an  islet  in  compass  half  a  mile,  full  of  cedars,  by  me 
called  Hill’s  Hap,  to  the  northward  of  which,  in  the  mouth  of  an 
opening  on  the  main,  appeareth  another  the  like,  that  I  called 
Hap’s  Hill,  for  that  I  hope  much  hap  may  be  expected  from  it. 

The  five-and-twentieth,  it  was  that  we  came  from  Gosnold’s 
Hope.  The  six-and-twentieth,  we  trimmed  and  fitted  up  our 
shallop.  The  seven-and-twentieth,  ther  came  unto  us  an  Indian 
and  two  women,  the  one  we  supposed  to  be  his  wife,  the  other  his 
daughter,  both  clean  and  straight  bodied,  with  countenance  sweet 
and  pleasant.  To  these  the  Indian  gave  heedful  attendance  for 
that  they  shewed  them  in  much  familiarity  with  our  men,  although 
they  would  not  admit  of  any  immodest  touch. 

The  eight-and-twentieth  we  entered  counsel  about  our  abode 
and  plantation,  which  we  concluded  to  be  in  the  west  part  of 
Elizabeth’s  island.  The  north-east  thereof  running  from  our  ken. 
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The  south  and  north  standeth  in  an  equal  parallel.  This  island 
in  the  westernside  admitteth  some  in  creeks,  or  sandy  coves,  so 
girded,  as  the  water  in  some  places  of  each  side  meeteth,  to  which 
the  Indians  from  the  main  do  oftentimes  resort  for  fishing  of 
crabs.  There  is  eight  fathoms  very  near  the  shore,  and  the  lati¬ 
tude  here  is  41  degrees  11  minutes,  the  breadth  from  sound  to 
sound  in  the  western  part  is  not  passing  a  mile  at  most,  altogether 
unpeopled  and  disinhabited.  It  is  overgrown  with  wood  and  rub¬ 
bish,  viz.  oaks,  ashes,  beech,  walnut,  witch-hazel,  sassafras,  and 
cedars,  with  divers  other  of  unknown  names.  The  rubbish  is  wild 
pease,  young  sassafras,  cherry-trees,  vines,  eglantines,  gooseberry 
bushes,  hawthorn,  honeysuckles,  with  others  of  like  quality.  The 
herbs  and  roots  are  strawberries,  raspberries,  and  ground-nuts, 
alexander,  surrin,  tansy,  &c.  without  count.  Touching  the  fertility 
of  the  soil  by  our  own  experience  made,  we  found  it  to  be  excellent 
for  sowing  some  English  pulse;  it  sprouted  out  in  one  fortnight 
almost  half  a  foot.  In  this  island  is  a  stage  or  pond  of  fresh  water, 
in  circuit  two  miles,  on  the  one  side  not  distant  from  the  sea  not 
thirty  yards,  in  the  center  whereof  is  a  rocky  islet,  containing  near 
an  acre  of  ground  full  of  wood,  on  which  we  began  our  fort  and 
place  of  abode,  disposing  itself  so  fit  for  the  same.  These  Indians 
call  gold  wassador,  which  argueth  there  is  thereof  in  the  country. 

The  nine-and-twentieth,  we  labored  in  getting  of  sassafras, 
rubbishing  our  little  fort  or  islet,  new  keeling  our  shallop,  and 
making  a  punt  or  flat-bottom  boat  to  pass  to  and  fro  our  fort  over 
the  fresh  water,  the  powder  of  sassafras  in  twelve  hours  cured 
one  of  our  company  that  had  taken  a  great  surfeit,  by  eating  the 
bellies  of  dogfish,  a  very  delicious  meat. 

The  thirtieth,  Captain  Gosnold,  with  divers  of  his  company, 
went  upon  pleasure  in  the  shallop  towards  Hill’s  Hap  to  view  it 
and  the  sandy  cove,  and  returning  brought  with  him  a  canoe  that 
four  Indians  had  there  left,  being  fled  away  for  fear  of  our  Eng¬ 
lish,  which  we  brought  into  England. 
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The  one-and-thirtieth,  Captain  Gosnold,  desirous  to  see  the 
main  because  of  the  distance,  he  set  sail  over;  where  coming  to 
anchor,  went  ashore  with  certain  of  his  company,  and  immediately 
there  presented  unto  him  men,  women  and  children,  who,  with  all 
courteous  kindness  entertained  him,  giving  him  certain  skins  of 
wild  beasts,  which  may  be  rich  furs,  tobacco,  turtles,  hemp,  arti¬ 
ficial  strings  colored,  chains,  and  such  like  things  as  at  the  instant 
they  had  about  them.  These  are  a  fair  conditioned  people.  On 
all  the  seacoast  along  we  found  mussel  shells  that  in  color  did 
represent  mother-of-pearl,  but  not  having  means  to  dredge,  could 
not  apprehend  further  knowledge  thereof.  This  main  is  the  good¬ 
liest  continent  that  ever  we  saw,  promising  more  by  far  than  we 
any  way  did  expect:  for  it  is  replenished  with  fair  fields,  and  in 
them  fragrant  flowers,  also  meadows,  and  hedged  in  with  stately 
groves,  being  furnished  also  with  pleasant  brooks,  and  beautified 
with  two  main  rivers  that  (as  we  judge)  may  haply  become  good 
harbors,  and  conduct  us  to  the  hopes  men  so  greedily  do  thirst 
after.  In  the  mouth  of  one  of  these  inlets  or  rivers,  lieth  that  little 
isle  before  mentioned,  called  Hap’s  Hill,  from  which  unto  the 
westernmost  end  of  the  main,  appearing  where  the  other  inlet  is, 
I  account  some  five  leagues,  and  the  coast  between  bendeth  like  a 
bow,  and  lieth  east  and  by  north.  Beyond  these  two  inlets  we  might 
perceive  the  main  to  bear  up  southwest,  and  more  southerly.  Thus 
with  this  taste  of  discovery,  we  now  contented  ourselves,  and  the 
same  day  made  return  unto  our  fort,  time  not  permitting  more 
sparing  delay. 

The  first  of  June,  we  employed  ourselves  in  getting  sassafras, 
and  the  building  of  our  fort.  The  second,  third,  and  fourth,  we 
wrought  hard  to  make  ready  our  house  for  the  provision  to  be 
had  ashore  to  sustain  us  till  our  ship’s  return.  This  day  from  the 
main  came  to  our  ship’s  side  a  canoe,  with  their  lord  or  chief  com¬ 
mander,  for  that  they  made  little  stay  only  pointing  to  the  sun, 
as  in  sign  that  the  next  day  he  would  come  and  visit  us,  which 
he  did  accordingly. 
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The  fifth,  we  continued  our  labor,  when  there  came  unto  us 
ashore  from  the  main  fifty  savages,  stout  and  lusty  men  with  their 
bows  and  arrows,  amongst  them  there  seemed  to  be  one  of  au¬ 
thority,  because  the  rest  made  an  inclining  respect  unto  him.  The 
ship  was  at  their  coming  a  league  off,  and  Captain  Gosnold  aboard, 
and  so  likewise  Captain  Gilbert,  who  almost  never  went  ashore, 
the  company  with  me  only  eight  persons.  These  Indians  in  hasty 
manner  came  towards  us,  so  as  we  thought  fit  to  make  a  stand 
at  an  angle  between  the  sea  and  a  fresh  water;  I  moved  myself 
towards  him  seven  or  eight  steps,  and  clapped  my  hands  first 
on  the  sides  of  mine  head,  then  on  my  breast,  and  after  pre¬ 
sented  my  musket  with  a  threatening  countenance,  thereby  to 
signify  unto  them,  either  a  choice  of  peace  or  war,  whereupon  he 
using  me  with  my  own  signs  of  peace,  I  stepped  forth  and  em¬ 
braced  him ;  his  company  then  all  sat  down  like  greyhounds  upon 
their  heels,  with  whom  my  company  fell  a  bartering.  By  this  time 
Captain  Gosnold  was  come  with  twelve  men  more  from  aboard, 
and  to  show  the  savage  seignior  that  he  was  our  Captain,  we  re¬ 
ceived  him  in  a  guard,  which  he  passing  through,  saluted  the 
seignior  with  ceremonies  of  our  salutations,  whereat  he  nothing 
moved  or  altered  himself.  Our  Captain  gave  him  a  straw  hat  and 
a  pair  of  knives ;  the  hat  awhile  he  wore,  but  the  knives  he  beheld 
with  great  marvelling,  being  very  bright  and  sharp ;  this  our  cour¬ 
tesy  made  them  all  in  love  with  us. 

The  sixth,  being  rainy  we  spent  idly  aboard.  The  seventh,  the 
seignior  came  again  with  all  his  troop  as  before,  and  continued 
with  us  the  most  part  of  the  day,  we  going  to  dinner  about  noon, 
they  sat  with  us  and  did  eat  of  our  bacaleure  and  mustard,  drank 
of  our  beer,  but  the  mustard  nipping  them  in  their  noses  they 
could  not  endure :  it  was  a  sport  to  behold  their  faces  made  being 
bitten  therewith.  In  time  of  dinner  the  savages  had  stole  a  target, 
wherewith  acquainting  the  seignior,  with  fear  and  great  trembling 
they  restored  it  again,  thinking  perhaps  we  would  have  been  re- 
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venged  for  it,  but  seeing  our  familiarity  to  continue,  they  fell  afresh 
to  roasting  of  crabs,  red  herring,  which  were  exceeding  great, 
ground-nuts,  &c.  as  before.  Our  dinner  ended,  the  seignior  first 
took  leave  and  departed,  next  all  the  rest  saving  four  that  stayed 
and  went  into  the  wood  to  help  us  dig  sassafras,  whom  we  desired 
to  go  aboard  us,  which  they  refused  and  so  departed. 

The  eighth  we  divided  the  victuals,  namely,  the  ships  store  for 
England,  and  that  of  the  planters,  which  by  Captain  Gilbert’s 
allowance  could  be  but  six  weeks  for  six  months,  whereby  there 
fell  out  a  controversy,  the  rather,  for  that  some  seemed  secretly  to 
understand  of  a  purpose  Captain  Gilbert  had  not  to  return  with 
supply  of  the  issue,  those  goods  should  make  by  him  to  be  carried 
home.  Besides,  there  wanted  not  ambitious  conceits  in  the  minds 
of  some  wrangling  and  ill  disposed  persons  who  overthrew  the 
stay  there  at  the  time,  which  upon  consultation  thereof  had,  about 
five  days  after  was  fully  resolved  all  for  England  again.  There 
came  in  this  interim  aboard  unto  us,  that  stayed  all  night,  an 
Indian,  whom  we  used  kindly,  and  the  next  day  sent  ashore;  he 
showed  himself  the  most  sober  of  all  the  rest,  we  held  him  sent  as 
a  spy.  In  the  morning,  he  filched  away  our  pothooks,  thinking 
he  had  not  done  any  ill  therein ;  being  ashore  we  bid  him  strike  fire, 
which  with  an  emerald  stone  (such  as  the  glaziers  use  to  cut  glass) 
he  did.  I  take  it  to  be  the  very  same  that  in  Latin  is  called  smiris, 
for  striking  therewith  upon  touch-wood  that  of  purpose  he  had, 
by  means  of  a  mineral  stone  used  therein,  sparkles  proceeded  and 
forwith  kindled  with  making  of  flame.  The  ninth,  we  continued 
working  on  our  storehouse,  for  as  yet  remained  in  us  a  desired 
resolution  of  making  stay.  The  tenth,  Captain  Gosnold  fell 
down  with  the  ship  to  the  little  islet  of  cedars,  called  Hill’s  Hap, 
to  take  in  cedar  wood,  leaving  me  and  nine  more  in  the  fort,  only 
with  three  meals  meat,  upon  promise  to  return  the  next  day. 

The  eleventh,  he  came  not,  neither  sent,  whereupon  I  com¬ 
manded  four  of  my  company  to  seek  out  for  crabs,  lobsters,  turtles, 
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&c.  for  sustaining  us  till  the  ships  returned,  which  was  gone  clean 
out  of  sight,  and  had  the  wind  chopped  up  at  south-west,  with  much 
difficulty  would  she  have  been  able  in  short  time  to  have  made  re¬ 
turn.  These  four  purveyers,  whom  I  counselled  to  keep  together  for 
their  better  safety,  divided  themselves,  two  going  one  way  and  two 
another,  in  search  as  aforesaid.  One  of  these  petty  companies  was 
assaulted  by  four  Indians,  who  with  arrows  did  shoot  and  hurt 
one  of  the  two  in  his  side,  the  other,  a  lusty  and  nimble  fellow, 
leaped  in  and  cut  their  bow  strings,  whereupon  they  fled.  Being 
late  in  the  evening,  they  were  driven  to  lie  all  night  in  the  woods, 
not  knowing  the  way  home  through  the  thick  rubbish,  as  also  the 
weather  somewhat  stormy.  The  want  of  these  sorrowed  us  much, 
as  not  able  to  conjecture  anything  of  them  unless  very  evil. 

The  twelfth,  those  two  came  unto  us  again,  whereat  our  joy 
was  increased,  yet  the  want  of  our  Captain,  that  promised  to  re¬ 
turn,  as  aforesaid,  stuck  us  in  a  dumpish  terror,  for  that  he  per¬ 
formed  not  the  same  in  the  space  of  almost  three  days.  In  the 
meantime  we  sustained  ourselves  with  alexander  and  sorrel  pot¬ 
tage,  ground-nuts  and  tobacco,  which  gave  nature  a  reasonable 
content.  We  heard  at  last,  our  Captain  to  “lewre”  unto  us,  which 
made  such  music  as  sweeter  never  came  unto  poor  men. 

The  thirteenth,  began  some  of  our  company  that  before  vowed 
to  stay,  to  make  revolt:  whereupon  the  planters  diminishing,  all 
was  given  over.  The  fourteenth,  fifteenth  and  sixteenth  we  spent 
in  getting  sassafras  and  firewood  of  cedar,  leaving  house  and 
little  fort,  by  ten  men  in  nineteen  days  sufficient  made  to  harbor 
twenty  persons  at  least  with  their  necessary  provisions. 

The  seventeenth,  we  set  sail,  doubling  the  Rocks  of  Eliza¬ 
beth’s  Island,  and  passing  by  Dover  Cliff,  came  to  anchor  at 
Martha’s  Vineyard,  being  five  leagues  distant  from  our  fort,  where 
we  went  ashore,  and  had  young  cranes,  herenshaws  and  geese, 
which  now  were  grown  to  pretty  bigness. 

The  eighteenth,  we  set  sail  and  bore  for  England,  cutting  off 
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our  shallop,  that  was  well  able  to  land  five  and  twenty  men  or 
more,  a  boat  very  necessary  for  the  like  occasions.  The  winds  do 
range  most  commonly  upon  this  coast  in  the  summer  time,  westerly. 

In  our  homeward  course  we  observed  the  foresaid  floating 
weeds  to  continue  till  we  came  within  two  hundred  leagues  of 
Europe. 

The  three  and  twentieth  of  July  we  came  to  anchor  before 
Exmouth. 

There  is  a  question  whether  Gosnold’s  voyage  was,  as  Brere- 
ton  says,  sponsored  by  Sir  Walter  Ralegh  or  whether  it  was  an 
independent  venture.  Ralegh’s  own  letter  gives  the  impression 
that  it  was  a  contraband  expedition  which  infringed  upon  his 
rights. 

In  writing  to  Sir  Robert  Cecil,  Ralegh  asks  that  he  be  given 
authority  to  seize  certain  parts  of  Captain  Gilbert’s  cargo  which 
had  been  taken  direct  to  London  to  be  sold  by  the  “Adventurers.” 
As  one  of  Cecil’s  own  men  had  seized  part  of  this  London  ship¬ 
ment,  Raleigh  asks  that  this  also  be  given  up. 

In  his  second  postscript  he  says,  “Gilbert  went  without  my 
leave,  therefore  all  is  confiscate,  and  he  shall  have  his  part  again.” 

Apparently  at  the  time  that  Gosnold  and  Gilbert  were  at 
Cuttyhunk  Ralegh  had  another  vessel,  also  collecting  “sarsefras,” 
which  was  about  40  leagues  to  the  westward  in  “Virginia.” 


Ralegh  to  Secretary  Sir  Robert  Cecil 
Sir, 

Whereas  as  I  wrate  unto  yow  in  my  last  that  I  was  gonn  to 
Weymouth,  to  speake  with  a  pinnes  of  myne  arived  from  Vir¬ 
ginia,  I  found  this  bearer,  Captayne  Gilbert,  ther  also,  who 
went  on  the  same  voyage.  Butt  myne  fell  40  leaugs  to  the  west 
of  it,  and  this  bearer  as  much  to  the  east:  so  as  neather  of  them 
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spake  with  the  peopell.  Butt  I  do  sende  both  the  barks  away 
agayne,  having  saved  the  charg  in  sarsephraze  woode;  butt  this 
bearer  bringing  sume  2200  waight  (or  22cwt.)  to  Hampton 
[Southampton]  his  Adventurers  have  taken  away  their  parts,  and 
brought  it  to  London. 

I  do  therefore  humblie  pray  yow  to  deale  with  my  Lord  Ad- 
mirall  for  a  letter  to  make  seasure  of  all  that  which  is  cume  to 
London,  either  by  his  Lordships  octoretye  or  by  the  Judge:  be¬ 
cause  I  have  a  patent  that  all  shipps  and  goods  are  confiscate  that 
shall  trade  ther,  without  my  leve.  And  whereas  sarsephrase  was 
worth  10  .  s,  12  .  s,  and  20  .  s,  a  pound  before  Gilbert  returned,  his 
cloying  of  the  market  will  overthrow  all  myne,  and  his  owne  also. 
He  is  contented  to  have  all  stayde ;  not  only  for  this  present ;  butt, 
being  to  go  agayne,  others  will  also  go  and  distroy  the  trade,  which, 
otherwize,  would  yeilde  8  or  10  for  on  [one]  in  certenty,  and  a 
return  in  xx  weeks. 

I  desire  butt  right  herein ;  and  my  Lord  Admirall  I  hope  will 
not  be  a  hindrance  to  matter  of  trade  graunted  by  the  Great  Seale 
of  Inglande ;  his  Lordship  havinge  also  freedome  and  an  interest 
in  the  countrye. 

A  man  of  my  Lord’s  of  Hampton,  arested  part  of  Gilberts, 
for  the  tenths.  I  hope  my  Lord  will  not  take  it ;  belonging  not  to 
hyme;  having  also  hyme  sealf  poure  [power]  to  trade  ther  by  his 
interest.  And  it  were  pity  to  overthrow  the  enterprize;  for  I  shall 
yet  live  to  see  it  an  Inglishe  nation. 

There  was  also  brought  26  sedar  trees  by  Gilbert,  which  one 
Staplyne  of  Dartmouth  hath. 

If  my  Lord  will  vouchsafe  to  write  to  C.  Harris  to  seaze  them, 
we  will  part  them  in  three  parts,  to  seele  cabineats,  and  make  bords 
and  many  other  delicate  things.  I  beseich  yow  to  vouchsauf  to 
speak  to  my  Lord.  I  know  his  Lordship  will  do  mee  right  herein.  I, 
for  hast,  have  not  written.  For,  if  a  stay  be  not  made,  it  wilbe 
spent,  and  sold  unto  many  hands. 
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This  bearer  Captayne  Gilbert,  who  is  my  Lord  Cobhame’s 
man,  will  find  out  where  it  is.  Hee  came  to  mee  with  your  post  let¬ 
ter.  It  is  hee  by  a  good  token,  that  had  the  great  diamonde.  I 
beseich  yow,  favor  our  right;  and  yow  shall  see  what  a  prety, 
honorabell  and  sauf  trade  wee  will  make. 

Your’s  ever  to  serve  yow, 

W.  Ralegh 

(Postscript)  I  hope  yow  will  excuse  my  cumbersome  letters 
and  sutes.  It  is  your  destney  to  be  trobled  with  your  frinds,  and 
so  must  all  men  bee.  Butt  what  yow  think  unfitt  to  be  dun  for 
mee  shall  never  be  a  quarrell,  ether  internall  or  externall.  I  thank 
yow  evermore  for  the  good,  and  what  cannot  be  effected,  fare¬ 
well  hit ! 

If  wee  cannot  have  what  we  would,  methinks  it  is  a  great  bonde 
to  finde  a  frinde  that  will  strayne  hyme  sealf  in  his  frind’s  cause  in 
whatsoever,  as  this  world  fareth. 

Wemouth,  this  21  of  August  (1602) 

(Second  Postscript) 

Gilbert  went  without  my  leve,  and  therefore  all  is  confiscate; 
and  he  shall  have  his  part  agayne. 

Baffled  in  their  first  attempt  at  colonization,  Bartholomew 
Gosnold,  Gabriel  Archer  and  John  Martin  joined  the  expedition 
under  Captain  Christopher  Newport  which  sailed  to  Virginia  in 
1606.  It  is  said  that  Martin  was  one  of  Gosnold’s  former  com¬ 
pany  at  “Elizabeth’s  Isle,”  and  it  seems  possible  that  just  as 
Tucker’s  Terror  and  Gilbert’s  Point  were  so  called  after  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  expedition,  Martin’s  Vineyard  may  have  been  named 
for  him.  Its  official  name  as  given  by  both  Archer  and  Brereton 
was  Martha’s  Vineyard,  and  the  other  may  have  come  into  use 
familiarly  among  the  crew  of  the  Concord ,  and  so  the  name  have 
been  given  circulation. 


Exploration 


43 


For  a  year  Gosnold,  Martin  and  Archer  lived  in  Jamestown, 
Virginia,  then  a  plague  struck  the  colony  and  it  is  said  that,  “Our 
men  were  destroyed  with  cruell  diseases,  as  swellings,  Flixes, 
Burning  Fevers,  and  by  warres,  and  some  departed  suddenly, 
but  for  the  most  part  they  died  of  meere  famine.”  At  this  time 
the  two  former  died,  and  Archer  two  years  later,  also  at  James¬ 
town. 

In  reply  to  “a  learned  gentleman”*  who  asks  his  opinion  con¬ 
cerning  the  location  of  places  named  by  Gosnold  and  his  com¬ 
panions,  James  Bowdoin,  then  [in  1792]  owner  of  Naushon, 
writes  as  follows: 

James  Bowdoin  to  Jeremy  Belknap 

1792 

Sir; 

Where  Bartholomew  Gosnold  was  when  he  discovered  land, 
that  lay  north,  which  by  sailing  West  he  quitted,  I  cannot  say;  I 
suppose  there  must  have  been  some  mistake  in  transcribing  this 
part  of  the  Journal. 

On  the  15th.  of  May  1602,  which  was  the  day  after  Gosnolds 
first  discovery  of  land ;  having  sailed  a  West  course  he  again  had 
sight  of  it,  &  it  proved  a  Cape  which  he  named  Cape  Cod.  This 
was  probably  Sandy  Point  which  he  passed  and  anchored  within 
it.  On  the  12th.  &  17th.  he  caused  the  coast  and  sorroundings  to 
be  examined  and  discovered  another  point,  which  he  called  Gilbert 
Point;  This  is  called  Point  Gammon  alias  Hiennes  &  is  part  of 
the  town  of  Yarmouth.  The  Hills  &  Hummocks  they  saw  were 
probably  the  high  lands  of  Barnstable,  Yarmouth  &  Harwich, 
many  of  which  resemble  one  end  of  an  elipse. 

On  the  19th.  20th.  and  21st.  they  sounded  the  coast  and  at¬ 
tempted  to  enter  an  inlet  lying  between  Gilbert  Point  and  Point 
Care,  but  were  deterred  from  it  by  the  shallowness  of  the  water. 

*  Jeremy  Belknap,  then  engaged  in  writing  his  history. 
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This  inlet  I  suppose  to  be  Bass  River,  which  also  is  within  the 
Township  of  Yarmouth;  They  then  stood  a  S.W.  course  and 
coasting  along  discovered  a  “ disinhabited  Island ”  which  they  called 
Martha’s  Vineyard  which  was  about  eight  Leagues  from  the 
Shoals  lying  between  the  two  points  afore  mentioned,  and  was  in 
circuit  about  5  miles.  This  Island  I  suppose  to  be  Nennimesset, 
the  Eastermost  of  the  Elizabeth  Islands ;  They  caught  Cod  near 
ye  Island,  landed  upon  it  and  killed  deer,  found  the  Island  pleas¬ 
ant,  &  that  it  produced  gooseberries,  strawberries,  vines  etc.  Small 
Cod  of  a  very  excellent  kind  it  is  said  are  occasionally  caught  near 
Nennimesset,  its  circumference  is  about  four  miles,  but  it  doubt¬ 
less  much  lessened  by  the  rapidity  of  the  tides  and  currents;  as 
to  its  natural  Productions  and  Pleasantness  they  answer  to  Gos- 
nolds  descriptions. 

I  have  frequently  had  deer  killed  upon  it.  Perhaps  it  may  not 
be  amiss  to  observe  here  that  deer  have  never  been  known  upon  the 
Island  which  is  now  called  Martha  s  Vineyard.  On  the  23rd.  they 
weighed  anchor  and  passed  to  N.W.  side  of  the  Island.  On  the 
24th.  they  set  sail  and  doubled  the  Cape  of  another  Island  which 
they  call  Dover  Clift ;  which  is  as  I  suppose  the  high  head  land  at 
the  East  end  of  a  small  Island  which  was  named  by  the  Indians 
Onckery  Tonkey,  now  commonly  called  Uncle  Timmy.  They  then 
entered  a  fair  sound,  which  they  called  Gosnolds  Hope.  This  is 
now  called  Buzzards  Bay.  The  Elizabeth  Islands  lie  East  and 
West  nearly  Paralel  with  the  shore  of  the  Main,  which  lies  North 
of  the  Islands;  They  passed  and  anchored  within  the  Cape  of 
another  Island,  which  they  name  Elizabeth,  the  Cape  is  a  neck  of 
land  called  of  the  inhabitants  who  live  near  it,  Rattlesnake  Neck. 

Gosnold  gives  the  distance  of  the  Several  Islands  which  he 
passed,  from  each  other,  and  from  them  to  the  main  land,  which 
very  nearly  correspond  to  the  actual  distances.  Hills  Hop  is  now 
two  very  small  Islands  with  a  few  cedar  trees  upon  them  which 
are  called  the  Weepeckets.  There  is  every  appearance  of  their 
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having  been  but  one  Island.  Hops  Hill  is  a  small  elevated  Island 
of  a  Oval  Form  which  is  a  conspicuous  object  to  Navigators,  and 
which  makes  the  entrance  into  the  harbors  of  Wareham  &  Ro¬ 
chester ;  they  take  up  their  abode  upon  the  West  part  of  the  Island 
of  Elizabeth  now  Naushon,  upon  a  small  Island  in  the  center  of 
a  large  Pond  of  fresh  water  about  thirty  or  forty  yards  from  the 
North  shore  of  the  Island;  This  Representation  agrees  in  all  re¬ 
spects,  except  the  Rocky  Island  with  a  large  Pond  more  than  two 
miles  in  circumference  at  the  West  End  of  Naushon  Island,  where 
the  breadth  of  the  Island  from  Sound  to  Sound  does  not  exceed 
a  mile.  This  Rocky  Islet  is  called  by  John  Brereton  in  his  note 
of  the  same  voyage,  a  woody  ground  an  acre  in  quantity ;  which  if 
it  consisted  of  loose  sand,  like  the  ground  around  the  Pond,  the 
wood  being  doubtless  cut  by  Gosnold  and  his  Shipmates,  it  very 
probably  was  washed  away  or  blown  by  the  wind  into  the  Pond ; 
which  will  be  examined  to  ascertain  whether  there  is  a  Bank  of 
sand  in  the  center  of  it,  or  not.  The  growth  of  wood  &  of  what 
he  called  rubbish  upon  Naushon  Island  serves  further  to  con¬ 
vince  me  that  Gosnold  sett  down  upon  the  Island  as  stated  in  the 
copy  of  his  Journal  you  sent  to  me.  It  is  to  be  observed  that  it 
was  not  until  the  28th.  of  May  that  Gosnold  appeared  to  know 
anything  of  the  Island  now  called  Martha’s  Vineyard,  or  that  he 
noticed  the  Sound  now  formed  by  the  Vineyard,  and  the  Eliza¬ 
beth  Islands ;  that  it  was  probably  unknown  to  him  until  then  is 
evinced  by  his  observing  that  the  N.E.  part  of  the  Island  (of  Eliza¬ 
beth)  extended  far  beyond  his  ken;  which  could  not  have  been  the 
case  if  he  had  landed  upon  the  Island,  now  called  Martha’s  Vine¬ 
yard,  or  that  he  had  passed  up  the  Vineyard  Sound;  which  I  think 
a  corroborating  circumstance,  that  Nonemesset  was  ye  Island 
upon  which  he  first  landed  &  which  he  named  Martha’s  Vineyard. 

If  the  foregoing  observations  answer  the  Intentions  of  your 
Billet  or  will  be  of  any  service  to  you  in  laying  open  the  first  settle¬ 
ment  &  History  of  the  Country  for  which  the  public  is  already  so 
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much  indebted  to  you,  I  shall  be  extremely  happy,  being  Very 
respectfully, 

Sir  your  Obedient  Servant, 

James  Bowdoin. 

James  Bowdoin  in  this  letter  shows  his  lack  of  definite  knowl¬ 
edge  of  the  islands  west  of  Naushon.  If  he  investigated  the  West 
End  Pond  he  found  no  trace  of  a  submerged  rocky  islet  an  acre  in 
compass. 

The  accounts  of  both  B rereton  and  Archer  force  upon  me  one 
conclusion,  that  in  the  year  1602  the  sea  had  not  breached  the 
channel  of  Canapitsit;  and  Cuttyhunk  and  Nashawena  were  one. 
An  Elizabeth’s  Isle  comprising  these  two  islands  fits  quite  ac¬ 
curately  the  descriptions. 

Standing  upon  the  northwest  hills  of  Nashawena,  overlook¬ 
ing  Cuttyhunk  and  the  sand  spit  which  even  now  all  but  connects 
these  two,  you  may  see  spread  before  you  Brereton’s  graphic 
picture,  “From  hence  [Martha’s  Vineyard]  we  went  to  another 
island  to  the  northwest  of  this,  and  within  a  league  or  two  of  the 
main,  which  we  found  to  be  greater  than  before  we  imagined,  be¬ 
ing  sixteen  English  miles  at  the  least  in  compass;  for  it  contain¬ 
ed  many  pieces  or  necks  of  land,  which  differ  nothing  from  several 
islands,  saving  that  certain  banks  of  small  breadth  do  like  bridges, 
join  them  to  this  island.” 

The  circumference  of  the  two  islands  would  be  between  12  and 
14  miles.  It  is  quite  clear  that  if  a  sand  spit  joined  the  islands  in 
the  17th  Century,  any  heavy  winter  storm  might  have  washed  a 
passage  which  would  have  deepened  to  four  or  five  feet  in  the 
course  of  a  century  or  two.  The  present  depth  has  been  attained 
by  dredging  in  the  last  few  years.  Recently  this  same  breaching 
and  washing  away  of  a  sand  spit  has  occurred  in  a  far  more  shel¬ 
tered  spot,  Lackey’s  Bay.  From  Gosnold’s  Pond  the  northeast 
end  of  Nashawena  does  run  out  of  sight,  as  here  described.  “This 
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island  in  the  western  side  admitteth  some  creeks,  etc.,”  would  be 
true  of  the  west  end  of  the  combined  islands  but  not  of  Cuttyhunk 
alone,  and  the  same  holds  true  in  this  description:  “the  breadth 
from  sound  to  sound  in  the  western  part  is  passing  not  a  mile  or 
so,”  which  applies  to  Cuttyhunk  as  the  western  end  of  Nashawena, 
but  not  to  the  west  end  of  Cuttyhunk  itself. 

1603 

The  year  after  Gosnold’s  coming  there  is  the  following  men¬ 
tion  of  Sir  Humphrey  Gilbert’s  expedition  under  Captain  Martin 
Pring. 

Mar.  20  The  Bristol  men  by  leave  of  Sir  Walter  Ralegh 
sent  Capt.  Martin  Pring  with  a  small  ship  of  50  tuns,  30  men  and 
Boys,  and  William  Brown  with  a  bark  of  26  tuns,  13  men  and  a 
Boy,  who  then  sail  from  King  Road  for  the  further  Discovery  of 
North  Virginia. 

April  10th.  they  sail  from  Milford  Haven.  In  June  they  fall 
with  the  Main  Coast  and  a  multitude  of  Islands,  in  43  Deg.  and 
30  meri.  N.  land  upon  them,  coast  along  their  shoar  bare  into 
Cape  Cod  bay,  sail  around  the  Cape,  anchor  on  the  south  side  in 
41  deg.  and  25  meri.  where  they  land  in  another  bay  and  excellent 
Harbour  make  a  Barrica  do  stay  (7?)  weeks. 

July  the  Bark  goes  homeward  laden  with  sassafras,  and 
arrives  safe,  August  8th  the  ship  sets  sail  and  arrives  at  King 
Road  again  October  2.” 

Drake  tells  that  sassafras  was  collected  about  the  islands. 
Pring  found  it  at  what  is  now  Edgartown.  .  .  .  “The  Indians 
appeared  hostile  to  this  company,  and  caused  them  to  leave  the 
coast,  sooner  than  they  would  otherwise  have  done.  But  this  was 
not  without  a  cause.  A  canoe  had  been  stolen  from  them  and 
they  were  sported  with  by  the  sailors,  who,  to  get  rid  of  them,  when 
they  had  amused  themselves  sufficiently,  would  set  their  dogs  to 
chase  them  away.” 
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Turning  his  attention  from  the  region  of  the  St.  Lawrence, 
Samuel  de  Champlain  in  1603  came  southward  along  the  coast 
making  a  careful  exploration.  He  rounded  Cape  Cod  and  gave 
a  detailed  account  of  his  landing  at  Chatham.  From  here  he  con¬ 
tinued  to  the  south  and  west  and  described  his  route  in  these  words : 

“Having  left  Port  Fortune,  and  gone  some  six  or  seven 
leagues,  we  sighted  an  island,  which  we  named  La  Soup9onneuse,* 
because  from  a  distance  we  had  several  times  thought  that  it  was 
something  besides  an  island.  Coasting  along  to  the  southwest 
nearly  twelve  leagues  we  passed  near  a  river  which  is  very  small 
and  difficult  to  approach,  because  of  shallows  and  rocks  at  its 
mouth.  I  gave  it  my  name. 

All  that  we  saw  of  this  coast  consists  of  low  and  sandy  lands, 
which  are  not  lacking  in  beauty  and  fertility,  although  hard  to 
reach.  There  are  no  shelters,  very  many  reefs,  and  there  is  little 
water  for  nearly  two  leagues  from  the  land.  The  most  that  we 
found  was  seven  or  eight  fathoms  in  some  channels,  although  it 
did  not  extend  more  than  the  length  of  a  cable ;  then  one  suddenly 
returned  to  two  or  three  fathoms.  No  one  should  trust  himself  to 
it  without  having  become  very  familiar  with  it  by  taking  soundings. 

These  are  all  the  coasts  that  we  explored,  whether  in  Arcadie 
or  among  the  Etechemins  and  Almouchiquois.  I  made  a  very 
exact  map  of  what  I  saw  of  them,  which  I  had  engraved  in  the 
year  1604,  and  it  has  since  been  published  with  the  accounts  of 
my  first  voyages. 

Some  writers  think  that  by  La  Rivier  de  Champlain  the  pas¬ 
sage  of  Woods  Hole  is  meant.  That  a  seaman  of  such  powers  of 
observation  could  record  this  as  a  river’s  mouth  seems  incredible. 

Should  a  minute  study  of  his  sailing  directions  be  made,  new 
light  might  be  shed  upon  this  southernmost  limit  of  Champlain’s 
voyage. 

*The  doubtful,  Martha’s  Vineyard. 
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Exploration  now  became  more  frequent.  These  shores  were 
touched  by  Henry  Hudson  in  1609  and  two  years  later  Captains 
Harlow  and  Hobson  landed  upon  the  Vineyard,  as  did  Captain 
John  Smith. 

There  is  the  following  description  of  Block’s  course  in  1611, 
during  which  voyage  he  gave  the  names  Texel  and  Hendrick 
Christiaens  Iylant  to  Martha’s  Vineyard  and  Noman’s  Land. 

Adriaen  Block  launched  from  the  sloping  shore  of  what  is 
now  the  foot  of  Wall  Street,  New  York,  in  1614,  a  yacht  of  six¬ 
teen  tons  which  he  called  the  Onrest  or  Restless. 

The  Onrest  became  a  famous  explorer.  Block  guided  her 
through  the  eddies  of  Hell  Gate  and  the  waters  of  the  Sound,  dis¬ 
covered  and  explored  the  Quon-take-tu-cut  ( Connecticut )  River 
and  visited  the  shore  and  islands  of  the  coast  to  Nahant  Beach, 
beyond  Boston  Harbor. 

Then  Captain  Hendreckson  took  the  helm  and  discovered  and 
explored  certain  land,  a  bay  and  three  rivers  situate  between  38° 
and  40°  by  latitude. 

The  Onrest  is  said  by  De  Laet  to  have  had  38  feet  keel,  was 
44 J  feet  on  deck,  and  had  11  feet  beam.  She  is  reputed  the  first 
decked  vessel  built  within  the  limits  of  the  United  States. 

The  Dutch  early  in  the  17th  Century  began  to  take  root  along 
the  Hudson  River,  and  to  investigate  and  chart  the  neighboring 
shores. 

The  first  fairly  accurate  “Coast  Pilots”  were  compiled  by 
them. 

1615 

“The  New  World,”  De  Laet,  1625-1640 

Three  leagues  to  the  west  of  Cape  Mallebarre  lies  an  island 
about  two  leagues  from  the  shore,  and  one  league  in  extent,  or 
thereabout  but  at  a  distance  one  might  suppose  that  it  was  part 
of  the  mainland;  it  was  called  by  some,  as  I  conjecture,  Petocke- 
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nock  [Nantucket].  In  respect  to  the  bearing  of  the  coast  in  this 
quarter,  I  do  not  find  it  laid  down  in  any  statements  of  our  country¬ 
men  that  have  come  to  my  hands. 

But  a  number  of  islands  lie  off  this  coast,  as,  for  instance,  one 
that  is  commonly  called  by  our  Dutch  captains,  Texel,  and  by 
others  Cape  Ack.  It  is  a  large  island,  and  appears  white  and  cliff 
like,  according  to  the  description  of  Captain  Cornelis  Jacobsz. 
May.  About  a  league  and  a  half  from  the  southwest  extremity  of 
this  island,  Texel,  lies  another  small  island,  which  was  named  by 
our  countrymen  Hendrick  Christiaens.  Island,  and  by  others 
Marten  Vingers  Island.  In  this  vicinity  are  likewise  several  small 
islands,  called  Elizabeth’s  Islands,  which  are  upon  the  starboard 
side  in  coming  from  the  river  or  bay  of  Nassau*;  and  in  order  to 
run  on  the  outside  of  Hendrick  Christiaensz.  Island,  it  is  neces¬ 
sary  to  steer  a  southeast  course.  Beyond  these  lies  also  an  island 
to  which  our  countrymen  have  given  the  name  of  Block’s  Island, 
from  Captain  Adriaen  Block.  This  island  and  the  Texel  above 
mentioned  are  situated  east  by  north  and  west  by  south  from  one 
another,  and  the  distance  is  such  that  you  can  see  both  from  the 
quarter  deck  when  you  are  half  way  between. 

To  the  north  of  these  islands  and  within  the  mainland,  is 
situated  first  the  river  or  bay  of  Nassau,  which  extends  from  the 
above  named  Block’s  Island  northeast  by  east  and  southwest  by 
west.  This  bay  or  river  of  Nassau  is  very  large  and  wide,  and  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  description  of  Captain  Block  is  full  two  leagues  in 
width ;  it  has  in  the  midst  of  it  a  number  of  islands,  which  one  may 
pass  on  either  side.  It  extends  inward  east  northeast  about  eight 
leagues,  but  in  the  rear  it  is  not  more  than  two  petard  shots  wide, 
and  has  generally  seven,  eight,  nine,  five  and  four  fathoms  of 
water,  except  in  a  shallow  in  the  uppermost  part  of  the  bay,  at 
the  petard  shot’s  distance  from  an  island  in  that  direction  where 
there  is  but  nine  feet  water.  Beyond  this  shallow  we  have  again 


*  Nassau  —  Buzzards  Bay. 
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three  and  a  half  fathoms  of  water;  the  land  in  this  vicinity  appears 
very  fine,  and  the  inhabitants  seem  sturdy  and  fairly  tall.  They 
are  somewhat  shy,  however,  since  they  are  not  accustomed  to  trade 
with  strangers,  otherwise  there  are  beaver  and  fox  skins  etc.  to  be 
had  as  in  other  places  in  that  quarter. 

The  Englishman  Dernier  in  1619  rounded  Cape  Cod,  was 
taken  prisoner  by  the  natives  south  of  the  Cape,  escaped  and  sub¬ 
sequently  sailed  through  Long  Island  Sound. 

It  is  of  interest  to  realize  that  all  of  the  above  mentioned  ex¬ 
plorers  were  sailing  back  and  forth  along  the  coast  before  the 
arrival  of  the  Pilgrims  in  the  Mayflower. 

After  the  first  quarter  of  the  17th  Century  many  voyages 
were  made.  The  coast  had  become  familiar  and  the  era  of  ex¬ 
ploration  began  to  merge  into  that  of  trade  and  settlement.  Prob¬ 
ably  the  Elizabeth  Islands  played  little  part  in  this  development. 


Chapter  II 

INDIAN  LIFE 
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I  ndian  life  on  the  islands  extended  for  unnumbered  generations 
into  the  dim  and  distant  past.  The  Indians  left  no  written  auto¬ 
biographies,  and  all  that  is  known  of  them  comes  through  the 
medium  of  white  men.  One  of  the  vivid  pictures  of  the  natives 
as  seen  by  the  early  explorers  is  given  by  Verrazano  in  1524.  From 
the  already  quoted  letter  telling  of  his  voyage  along  the  coast  the 
following  extract  is  taken: 

“There  were  amongst  these  people  two  kings  of  so  goodly 
stature  and  shape  as  is  possible  to  declare;  the  eldest  about  40 
yeares  of  age,  the  second  was  a  young  man  of  about  20  years  olde. 
Their  apparell  was  on  this  manor;  the  elder  had  upon  his  naked 
body  a  Harte  skin  wrought  artificially  with  divers  branches  like 
damaske;  his  head  was  bare  with  the  hayre  tyed  up  behind  with 
divers  knots;  about  his  necke  he  had  a  large  chaine,  garnished 
with  divers  stones  of  sundry  colors;  the  yong  man  was  almost 
apparelled  after  the  same  manner.  This  is  the  goodliest  people 
and  of  the  fairest  conditions  that  we  have  found  in  this  our  voy¬ 
age.  They  exceed  us  in  bigness ;  they  are  of  the  colour  of  brasse, 
some  of  them  incline  more  to  whitenesse;  others  are  of  yellow 
colour,  of  comely  visage,  with  long  and  black  hairs,  which  they 
are  very  careful  to  trim  and  deke  up ;  they  are  black  and  quicke 
eyed,  and  of  sweete  countenance,  imitating  much  the  old  fashion 
.  .  .  they  adorn  their  heads  with  divers  ornaments  made  of  their 
own  haire,  which  hang  down  before  on  both  sides  their  brestes; 
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others  use  other  kinds  of  dressing  themselves  like  unto  the  women 
of  Egypt  and  Syria,  these  are  of  the  elder  sort.  .  .  .  Among 
whom  we  saw  many  plates  of  wrought  copper  which  they  esteem 
more  than  golde,  which  for  colour  they  make  no  account  of,  for 
that  among  all  other  it  is  counted  the  basest;  they  make  most 
account  of  Asure  and  Red.  The  things  that  they  esteeme  most  of 
all  those  which  we  gave  them,  were  bels,  christal  of  Asure  colour 
and  toys  to  hang  at  their  ears  and  about  their  necks.  They  did 
not  desire  clothe  of  silver  or  golde,  much  lesse  of  any  other  sort, 
neither  cared  they  for  things  made  of  steele  and  iron,  which  we 
often  showed  them  in  our  armour  which  they  made  no  wonder  at, 
and  in  beholding  them  only  asked  the  art  of  making  them;  .  .  . 
they  are  very  liberall  for  they  give  that  which  they  have;  wee 
became  great  friends  with  these,  and  one  day  we  entered  into  the 
Haven  with  our  ship,  whereas  before  we  rode  a  league  off  at  Sea 
by  reason  of  the  contrary  weather.  .  .  . 

“And  after  wee  were  come  to  an  ankor  wee  bestowed  15  days 
in  providing  ourselves  many  necessary  things.  .  .  .  The  queene 
and  her  maids  stayed  in  a  very  light  boat,  at  an  Hand  a  quarter 
of  a  league  off,  while  the  king  abode  in  our  boat.  .  .  .  And  some¬ 
times  our  men  staying  2,  or  3  days  on  a  little  Hand  neere  the  ship 
for  divers  necessaries,  he  returned  with  7  or  8  of  his  gentlemen  to 
see  what  we  did.  ...  We  were  often  times  within  the  land  5  or 
6  leagues,  which  we  found  as  pleasant  as  is  possible  to  declare, 
very  apt  for  any  kind  of  husbandry  of  corn,  wine  and  oyle;  for 
that  there  are  plaines  25  or  30  leagues  broad,  open  and  without  any 
impediment,  of  trees  of  such  fruitfulness  that  any  seed  being  sown 
therein  will  bring  forth  most  excellent  fruit. 

“We  entered  afterwards  into  the  woods,  which  we  found  so 
great  and  thicke,  that  any  army  were  it  never  so  great  might  have 
hid  itself  therein,  the  trees  whereof  are  oakes,  cypresse  trees,  and 
other  sorts  unknown  in  Europe.  We  found  Pomii  appii,  damson 
trees,  and  nut  trees  and  many  sorts  of  fruit  differing  from  ours; 
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there  are  beasts  in  great  abundance,  as  harts,  deere,  lucernes  and 
other  kinds  which  they  take  with  nets  and  bowes  which  are  their 
chief  weapons;  the  arrows  which  they  use  are  made  with  great 
cunning,  and  instead  of  yron  they  head  them  with  flint,  with 
jasper  stone  and  hard  marble  and  other  sharp  stones  which  they 
use  instead  of  yron  to  cut  trees,  and  to  make  their  boats  of  one 
whole  piece  of  wood,  making  it  hollow  with  great  and  wonderful 
art,  wherein  10  or  12  men  may  sit  commodiously ;  their  oares  are 
short  and  broad  at  the  end,  and  they  use  them  in  the  sea  without 
any  danger,  and  by  maine  force  of  armes,  with  as  great  speedi¬ 
ness  as  they  list  themselves.  We  saw  their  houses  made  in  circular 
or  round  forme  10  or  12  paces  in  compasse,  made  with  half  circles 
of  timber,  separate  one  from  another  without  any  order  of  build¬ 
ing,  covered  with  mattes  of  straw  wrought  cunningly  together 
which  save  them  from  wind  and  rain;  and  if  they  had  the  order  of 
building  and  perfect  skill  of  workmanship  as  we  have,  there  were 
no  doubt  but  that  they  would  also  make  eftsoons  great  and  stately 
buildings.  For  all  the  sea  coasts  are  full  of  cleare  and  glistering 
stones  and  alabaster,  and  therefore  it  is  full  of  good  havens  and 
harboroughs  for  ships.  They  move  the  aforesaid  houses  from  one 
place  to  another  according  to  the  commodity  of  the  place  and  sea¬ 
son  wherein  they  will  make  their  abode,  and  only  taking  off  the 
mattes  they  have  other  houses  built  incontinent.  The  father  and 
whole  family  dwell  together  in  one  house  in  great  number;  in 
some  of  them  we  saw  25  or  30  persons.  They  feed  as  the  other  doe 
aforesaid  of  pulse  which  grows  in  that  Country  with  better  order 
in  husbandry  than  in  the  others.  They  observe  in  their  sowing  the 
course  of  the  Moone  and  the  rising  of  certain  starres,  and  divers 
other  customes  spoken  of  by  antiquity.  Moreover  they  live  by 
hunting  and  fishing.  They  live  longe  and  are  seldom  sicke  and  if 
they  chance  to  fall  sicke  at  any  time,  they  heale  themselves  by  fire, 
without  any  phisitian,  and  they  say  that  they  die  for  very  age. 
They  are  very  pitiful  and  charitable  towards  their  neighbors,  they 
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make  great  lementations  in  their  adversitie;  and  in  their  miserie 
the  kinred  reckon  up  all  their  felicitie.  At  their  departure  out 
of  life,  they  use  mourning  mixt  with  singing,  which  continueth 
for  a  long  space.  This  is  as  much  as  we  could  learn  of  them.” 

Perhaps  it  is  typical  of  the  contact  of  the  red  man  with  the 
white  that  the  first  actual  records  of  Indians  in  connection  with 
Naushon  are  the  transfers  of  ownership  of  the  island  from  Seayick 
Sachem  of  Monument  and  Quaquaquinegat  Sachem  to  Thomas 
Mayhew  in  1654  and  1657,  the  payment  to  the  latter  for  his  title 
to  Naushon  being  two  coats. 

While  there  are  no  accounts  of  the  Indians’  life  here,  it  is  evi¬ 
dent  that  their  home  was  upon  the  inner  harbor.  Upon  the  Newkit 
and  other  spots  near  the  shore  are  the  remains  of  shell  deposits, 
proof  of  long-used  camp  sites,  and  an  occasional  arrow  point  or 
stone  implement  is  a  reminder  of  their  presence.  It  seems  strange 
that  the  age-long  culture  of  the  native  race  has  left  almost  no 
physical  imprint  upon  the  islands.  The  Indian  names,  however, 
remain  their  one  imperishable  legacy.  Various  translations  have 
been  made,  and  some  of  the  interpretations  of  the  Indian  mean¬ 
ing  are  here  given.  They  called  Naushon  Kataymuck  or  Kato- 
muck.  This  is  the  Indian  name  most  commonly  used  in  early 
deeds  and  papers.  Other  names  in  ordinary  use  were  Elizabeth’s 
Isle,  Winthrop’s  Island  (during  the  ownership  of  Wait  Win- 
throp)  and  most  often  of  all  Tarpaulin  Cove  Island. 

Elizabeth’s  Isle  was  the  name  given  by  Gosnold  to  Cuttyhunk, 
in  honor  of  Queen  Elizabeth.  It  was  later  used  for  the  group  as 
a  whole  or  for  Naushon,  as  being  the  largest  of  the  islands. 
While  from  early  times  the  name  Naushon  with  various  spell¬ 
ings  does  occur,  it  is  used  sometimes  for  N ashawena  and  sometimes 
as  a  general  term  for  the  whole  group.  It  will  be  noticed  that  in 
the  important  deeds  of  the  island  from  the  Indians  to  Mayhew, 
from  Mayhew  to  Winthrop,  and  from  Winthrop  to  Bowdoin, 
the  name  Naushon  does  not  once  appear. 
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The  islands  in  Buzzards  Bay  are  these: 

Cuttyhunk,  Pennikese, 

Nashawena,  Pasquenese, 

Great  Naushon,  Nonamesset, 

Unkatena  and  Weepecket. 

Nashanow — “It  appears  that  nooshun,  with  unimportant  varia¬ 
tions,  is  used  in  the  superlative  degree,  ‘the  best,’  ‘all  in  all,’ 
etc.  In  Mr.  Eliot’s  specimen  of  the  Lord’s  Prayer  it  is  the  be¬ 
ginning  phrase.  And  in  this  sense  it  is  evidently  used  in  the 
Indian  testimony;  that  is,  they  meant  to  say  they  were  ‘our 
fathers’  islands  and  therefore  in  their  own  dialect  the  Nashanow 
Islands.” 

Naushon — Derived  from  Algonquin  word  meaning  “between” 
and  is  the  basis  for  such  names  as  Shawmut  and  Nashua.  It 
alludes  to  the  fact  that  this  chain  of  islands  is  between  the 
Bay  and  the  Sound. 

Naushon — From  Nash-chawan,  “Tide  rips  or  currents  at  each 
end”  (rather  than  at  the  sides). 

“Katomuck — (Also  spelled  Cataymuck  and  Katamawick)  is 
familiar  to  the  reader  and  traveler  as  well  as  the  historian  by 
the  name  of  Naushon.  The  question  will  be  asked  why  the 
natives  call  it  Katomuck,  as  it  appears  in  the  testimony.  We 
can  only  answer  that  cautumme  is  their  name  for  the  natural 
year;  hence  they  gave  it  to  ‘planting  ground’  and  the  plant¬ 
ing  season.  Was  this  not  therefore  in  the  aboriginal,  Planting 
Island?” 

Katomuck — A  great  fishing  place.  Derivation,  Kehtamaug, 
“chief  fishing  place.” 

Kitonuck — A  ship. 

N anomesset — Has  a  diminutive  termination,  and  doubtless  sig¬ 
nifies  “little  island,”  from  nahan,  which  occurs  in  the  name  for 
island. 
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Nonamesset — From  Nanah-am-esset,  “the  little  fishing  place  at 
the  strait.” 

Uncatena — “  U  ckatimest  was  then,  it  seems,  a  neck  of  land.  Time 
has  worn  a  channel,  yet  it  is  still  [1856]  fordable  for  cattle  at 
low  water.  This  name  has  a  diminutive  termination ;  the  first 
part  of  the  phrase  is  probably  okeh,  one  of  the  terms  for  ‘  earth 
or  ground’;  hence  it  is  a  single  expression,  ‘little  ground’.” 

Uncatena — Ukattincet  or  Ukattmest.  Derivation  seems  to  be 
“uhque-kat-amest,”  which  means,  “at  the  extremity  of  the 
greatest  fishing  place.” 

Monohansett — “At  the  little  island.” 

V eckatimest — From  testimony  of  “Old  Hope,”  same  as  Vkati- 
mest,  Uncatena. 

Newkit — Probably  from  the  Pequot  Nuquit,  meaning  “one.”  In 
dialect  of  Massachusetts  nequit,  in  Narragansett  Nquit,  in 
Mohican  Ngwittoh. 

Peschameeset — Now  called  Pasque,  has  a  diminutive  termination; 
is  the  Tucker’s  Island  of  history. 

Pash-kehtan-es-et — Means  in  Algonquin,  “When  the  sea  breaks 
through  or  divides.” 

Nashawena — “Third  shell  place.” 

Nashawena — Earliest  spelling,  “asnawana.”  Similar  to  Nau- 
shon,  and  was  often  so  called  in  early  times.  Also  called 
Slocum’s  Island. 

Cuttyhunk — Perhaps  from  Ketonk,  meaning  “to  go  away.” 
Called  Sanford’s  Island. 

Weepeckets — May  be  derived  from  “Wabacucks,”  white-headed 
eagles  which  are  common  on  the  opposite  shores. 

Job's  Neck — Probably  named  for  Job  Antiko. 

Undequit's  Hill — Situated  northwest  of  Molasses  Pond.  No 
explanation. 

Pam  Islands — So  called  in  deed  dated  1761.  Perhaps  both  were 
included  under  the  title  Munhans  or  Monohansett. 
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Buck  Islands — So  called  in  1856  by  Ricketson.  Same  as  Mono- 
hansett  or  Ram  Islands. 

Goafs  Neck — Possibly  the  pasture  land  of  Winthrop’s  “guinea 
goots.” 

The  “Indian  field”  or  “fisherman’s  garden,”  names  for  field  at  the 
southeast  end  of  Goat’s  Neck. 

Rattlesnake  Neck — As  early  as  1702  John  Winthrop  tells  a 
legend  of  “an  Indian  Powow — meting  with  some  affront  from 
the  Indians  yt  inhabited  Naushona  Island  out  of  revenge  got 
ye  Devell  to  throw  over  a  Rattlesnake  wh  increased  much  and 
soon  after  a  squaw  was  bit  by  one.” 

The  Indians  of  Gay  Head  were  imaginative  and  passed  down 
from  generation  to  generation  certain  legends.  Certain  giants  or 
spirits  were  ever  hovering  in  the  background  of  their  thoughts. 
One  of  these  was  a  giant,  Cheepie-Unk.  Another  giant,  Moshup, 
was  said  to  live  in  a  den  near  Gay  Head.  When  fog  came  they 
said,  “Old  Moshup  is  smoking  his  pipe.”  Old  Squant  was  the 
wife  of  Moshup  and  legend  says  their  children  were  turned  into 
killer  whales. 

Gay  Head  Indian  Legend* 

They  say  that  when  Moshup  was  coming  here,  was  on  his  way 
to  this  headland  (which  was  no  headland  then  but  a  part  of  the 
mainland) ,  the  way  being  low  and  marshy,  the  great  Chief  became 
greatly  fatigued.  In  his  weariness  he  dragged  one  foot  heavily 
along  the  marshy  ground,  and  the  track  thus  made  was  filled  by 
the  ocean.  At  first  the  little  streamlet  seemed  only  a  silver  thread, 
but  by  force  of  waves  and  tides  and  winds  it  broadened  and  deep¬ 
ened,  and  in  the  course  of  time  became  the  wide  opening  which 
now  separates  the  Elizabeth  Islands  and  Noman’s  Land.  Thus 
it  is  that  these  two  places  form  monuments  to  the  geographical 
change  wrought  by  Moshup’s  foot. 

*As  told  by  M.  A.  C.  Vanderhoof  of  Gay  Head. 
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But  Moshup’s  rockbound  doorstep  was  his  chief  delight,  and 
next  to  his  wife  and  daughter  did  he  worship  it.  Here  he  stood 
in  the  pleasant  air  and  sunshine,  stood  and  looked  dreamily  out 
on  the  vast  expanse  of  water,  the  headlands  peeping  up  to  keep 
him  company. 

One  day  he  decided  to  go  to  the  isle  now  called  Cuttyhunk. 
’Twas  only  a  few  steps  for  one  like  Moshup,  but  as  he  did  not 
wish  to  wet  his  feet,  he  filled  his  apron  with  stones  and  started  to 
build  a  bridge  as  he  crossed.  On  he  went,  dropping  a  great  stone 
here  and  there  to  step  upon.  Progressing  rapidly,  soon  his 
“bridge”  was  nearly  completed.  Absorbed  in  his  work  and  un¬ 
mindful  of  things  watery  or  otherwise,  he  failed  to  note  the 
approach  of  a  large  and  watchful  sea  crab.  Suddenly  his  big  toe 
was  caught  and  held  fast  in  the  sea  crab’s  vicelike  grip. 

The  stepping  stones  were  immediately  forgotten,  never  to  be 
thought  of  again  by  the  Great  One.  Howling  and  roaring  with 
pain,  Moshup  threw  and  kicked  the  remaining  rocks  in  every 
direction,  in  a  wild  endeavor  to  kill  the  crab  or  compel  it  to  release 
its  powerful  hold.  After  a  furious  assault  the  tenacious  crab  re¬ 
laxed  its  jaws  and  poor  Moshup  limped  home  with  his  wounded 
member. 

The  old  “bridge”  is  still  there,  a  silent  witness  to  another 
experience  of  the  great  Moshup,  though  it  is  now  little  more  than 
a  ledge  of  sunken  rock  upon  which  more  than  one  noble  craft  has 
met  her  doom. 

This  ledge  is  known  as  the  Devil’s  Bridge. 

Another  version  of  the  crab  story  is  told  by  John  Winthrop, 
F.R.S. 

“Ye  natives  of  ye  Elizabeth  Island  say  yt  ye  Devell  was 
making  a  stone  Bridge  over  from  ye  main  to  Nanamesset  Island, 
and  while  he  was  rowling  ye  stones  and  placing  of  them  under 
water  a  crab  catched  him  by  ye  fingers,  with  which  he  snatched  up 
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his  hand  and  flung  it  towards  Nantucket,  and  ye  crabs  breed 
there  ever  since.” 


Gay  Head  Indian  Legend 

Another  legend  is  to  the  effect  that  there  were  two  factions 
interested  in  the  building  of  the  bridge  to  Cuttyhunk.  Those  on 
one  side  argued  thus,  “There  are  enough  of  us  here  now;  if  the 
bridge  is  built  we  shall  be  overrun  by  our  neighbors  and  become 
crowded.”  The  other  said,  “We  must  and  shall  have  a  bridge.” 
And  so  they  went  to  one  called  Cheepie-Unk.  Always  willing  to 
be  obliging,  he  consented  immediately  to  do  a  good,  substantial 
piece  of  work,  and  agreed  to  build  a  bridge  of  stone,  not  a  weak, 
unstable,  wooden  affair.  The  other  crowd  was  very  angry,  but 
as  Cheepie-Unk  was  to  do  the  work  there  was  apparently  nothing 
to  do  but  submit.  Nothing  to  be  done?  Wherever  there  is  oppo¬ 
sition  to  a  great  degree,  there  is  also  to  be  found  the  cunning  of 
the  fox. 

Now,  it  so  happened  that  the  compact  made  with  Cheepie- 
Unk  read  after  this  fashion:  I,  Cheepie-Unk,  between  the  hours 
of  sunset  and  before  cockcrow  in  the  morning,  do  agree  to  build 
a  bridge  from  Aquinnah  to  Cuttyhunk.  If  I  fail  to  finish  said 
bridge  of  stone  before  cockcrow,  this  compact  is  null  and  void. 

However,  the  cunning  children  of  discontent  were  watching 
matters  closely.  One  dark  night  word  was  passed  around  that 
Cheepie-Unk  had  begun  his  work,  and  true  it  was.  The  all-power¬ 
ful  one  had  commenced  his  task  with  an  energy  not  to  be  gauged 
by  any  known  standard.  All  the  tremendous  strength  and  force 
of  his  gigantic  body  were  thrown  into  his  work.  At  last  the  bridge 
was  well  under  way,  great  rock  after  rock  and  immense  stone 
after  stone  was  taken  up,  carried  a  greater  or  lesser  distance,  and 
dropped  into  place. 

If  all  went  well,  before  cockcrow  the  bridge  should  be  in  place, 
there  to  remain  in  spite  of  a  definite  opposition.  Busy  Cheepie- 
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Unk  had  neither  thought  to  give  nor  time  to  spend  in  watching 
the  cunning  ones.  But  to  one  old  lady  squaw,  whose  name  has 
been  lost  in  the  mists  of  the  past  ( it  may  have  been  W awkshus,  but 
it  certainly  was  not  Mrs.  Moshup,  nee  Squant),  a  singular  fact 
was  well  known,  and  that  was  this:  If  a  bright  light  is  flashed 
suddenly  before  a  cock’s  face,  no  matter  what  the  hour,  he  will 
crow.  This  old  squaw,  one  of  the  cunning  ones,  lighted  her  torch 
and  wraved  it  where  the  cock  would  catch  the  glare.  With  flapping 
wings  and  outstretched  neck,  the  cock  crowed  long  and  loud  and 
lustily. 

Cheepie-Unk’s  work  was  thereby  ended,  the  bridge  was  un¬ 
finished  and  the  opposition  triumphant. 


The  Indians  of  Naushon  belonged  to  the  Pokanawkets,  a  sub¬ 
division  of  the  Wampanoag  tribe  which  lived  in  the  region  about 
Buzzards  Bay.  This  in  turn  was  one  of  the  many  branches  of  the 
Algonquin  race  which  occupied  the  whole  of  northeastern  America. 

“The  Pawkunnawkutts  were  a  great  people  heretofore.  They 
lived  to  the  east  and  northeast  of  the  Narragansetts,  and  their 
chief  sachem  held  dominion  over  divers  other  petty  sagamores; 
as  the  sagamores  upon  the  islands  of  Nantucket  and  Nope,  or 
Martha’s  Vineyard,  [the  Elizabeth  Islands]  etc. 

“Their  country  for  the  most  part  falls  within  the  jurisdiction 
of  New  Plymouth  colony.  This  people  were  a  potent  nation  in 
former  times,  and  could  raise  as  the  most  credible  and  ancient 
Indians  affirm,  about  3000  men.  .  .  . 

“This  nation,  a  very  great  number  of  them,  were  swept  away 
by  an  epidemical  and  unwonted  sickness,  anno  1612  and  1613, 
about  seven  or  eight  years  before  the  English  first  arrived  in 
these  parts  to  settle  the  colony  of  New  Plymouth.  What  this 
disease  was  that  so  generally  and  mortally  swept  away  not  only 
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these  but  other  Indians  their  neighbors,  I*  cannot  well  learn. 
Doubtless  it  was  some  pestilential  disease.  I  have  discoursed  with 
some  old  Indians,  that  were  then  youths,  who  say  that  the  bodies 
all  over  were  exceeding  yellow,  describing  it  by  a  yellow  garment 
they  showed  me,  both  before  their  death  and  after  it.” 

The  Island  Indians  were  members  of  this  tribe,  and  until 
Christianized,  owned  fealty  to  King  Philip  of  Pokanawket  during 
his  lifetime. 

No  direct  mention  of  the  Elizabeth  Islands  in  connection  with 
King  Philip’s  War  has  been  found.  Captain  Benjamin  Church, 
the  leader  against  Philip,  describes  landing  at  a  point  on  the  shore 
of  Vineyard  Sound  and  talking  with  the  Indians,  but  this  was  on 
the  Succonesset  shore.  Webacowitt  was  at  one  time  owner  of 
Nonamesset;  and  it  is  possible  although  not  probable  that  Qua- 
quaquinegat  or  Quaquaquigett  is  the  same  as  Quiquequanchett, 
one  of  the  many  husbands  of  the  famous  and  warlike  Squaw 
Sachem  Weetamoe.  If  this  is  true,  the  islands  may  have  been  a 
haven  of  refuge  to  these  Indians  when  tired  of  fighting.  One 
definite  reference  to  the  islands  is  that  of  Captain  Church,  who 
in  his  letter  mentions  them  as  a  link  in  the  journey  between  Rhode 
Island  and  the  lower  Cape. 

1676 

“In  short  they  [Captain  Church  and  his  wife  and  children]  got 
safe  to  Captain  John  Almy’s  house  upon  Rhodeisland  where  they 
met  with  friends  and  good  entertainment  .... 

“Mr  Church  being  at  present  disabled  from  any  particular 
service  in  the  war,  began  to  think  of  some  other  employ.  But  he 
no  sooner  took  a  tool  to  cut  a  small  stick,  but  he  cut  off  the  top 
of  his  forefinger,  and  the  next  to  it  half  off ;  upon  which  he  smil¬ 
ingly  said,  that  he  thought  he  was  out  of  his  way  to  leave  the  war, 
and  resolved  he  would  go  to  war  again. 

*  Daniel  Gookin  [1675]. 
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“Accordingly  his  second  son  being  born  on  the  12th  of  May 
[1676]  and  his  wife  and  son  likely  to  do  well,  Mr  Church  em¬ 
braces  the  opportunity  of  a  passage  in  a  sloop  bound  to  Barn¬ 
stable  which  landed  him  at  Sogkonesset,  from  whence  he  rode  to 
Plymouth,  and  arrived  there  the  first  Tuesday  in  June. 

“They  [The  General  Court]  had  concluded  the  very  next  day 
to  send  out  an  army  of  200  men ;  two-thirds  English  and  one-third 
Indians;  in  some  measure  agreeable  to  his  former  proposal,  ex¬ 
pecting  Boston  and  Connecticut  to  join  with  their  quotas. 

“In  short,  it  was  so  concluded,  and  that  Mr  Church  should 
return  to  the  island  [R.  I.]  and  see  what  he  could  muster  there, 
of  those  who  had  moved  from  Swansey,  Dartmouth  etc.;  so 
returned  the  same  way  that  he  came. 

“When  he  came  to  Sogkonesset,  he  had  a  sham  put  upon  him 
about  a  boat  which  he  had  bought  to  go  home  in,  and  was  forced 
to  hire  two  of  the  friend  Indians  to  paddle  him  in  a  canoe  from 
Elizabeth’s  to  Rhodeisland.” 

The  only  known  Indian  description  of  Naushon  is  given  by 
Old  Hope,  the  Indian  of  Manomet. 

This  testimony  was  given  before  the  authorities  of  Plymouth 
Colony,  who  were  in  1679  gathering  information  as  to  aboriginal 
ownership. 

1679 

Severall  Indian  Testimonies  appointed  to  be  resolved. 

The  Testimony  of  Old  hope  the  Indian  of  Mannomett  as 
followeth: 

Saith  that  hee  knew  the  little  Hand  lying  next  Xaconeesett 
called  Nonomeesett  and  a  neck  of  land  or  little  Hand  called  Ucka- 
timest  belonging  to  the  great  Hand  called  Catomucke  and  an¬ 
other  little  Hand  lying  between  the  said  Great  Hand  and 
Nanomesett  belonged  to  Job  Antiko  his  grandfather  Comucke 


Indian 


S 


•  +' 


R><u»n  tacK 


rw. 


So 


^  CPU 


' 


it,  ^ 
ifi  x 


<38* 


Ol3  NET  iji^ 

£\h  1 

*  %  ^  1  I^oidhampTon 

**- 


\  Souceft'ver 

Q  0  WmJtrKarboMT 


’0  Cft>TJ>U 


o  ?<><?. 


o?^0 


»% 
CoiKo^i  Boy 

£iitafc«1k.8fi* 

ickmanJ^I* 


«T«tl  Crt<lf- . 


.CNoJ-A 


o  R  F  flJ»es< £  K_/  o 

i  rf>.Xir»-«Jill  /  (_/ 

Pjv,r 


->r&  —-sc  u  Ti.v 
*  -i^A  /i,  NrAu 


ii 


t  * 


•  • 


x**!1 


iV-1*. 

ii‘V 


«  •  ♦ 


AiJL 


O  L  O  N 


S3 


J7fit  Conn«lituta 

s  x'  <■ 


’jJJUafihoM 


3X 


I  c  apt  /inn 


f  !  yArJlk 

u  ImKtrs 

WafachuJeij  Bay 
<3  Hull 


XqLm 

CoKtlx^l 

W«m«r 


|CretotK^r^or 
Crone  Bo^ 


C«pc  Cod 


■dfii  1 1-flitSfrqiqMj 


nddlda 


-x 


■TMJLd'  - 
Count  ru 

=£= 


S3 


.  .  ^ -T'ff, 

iiiHli.it ii ti  iVt-4™ 


^  fa-  r 


jnjcr^f^ 

Pl| 

Country^ 


-_-  -  "  * 


.ns 


Counlrc/  I 


-o 


M 


i  tt  CountruT  aC  ^  .  A  Bay  «Ac 


u; 


i  |  3S 

^?y  cTh/ 

f^k.t.j'.lt  ,VS  .C-2/  L- 


■^'Sk^j-nd  y^on 

■>“.-,  - 

\k~  '//77777>7 


5ouu8r  Ry'Ji 


Neu#p  r 


C 


£? 


C> 


4>' 


wd»  y*>  GkURofcW 
c*~’  ' 


PJumt^jle 


G«  rdineriilsle 
^Sketter^sl* 


BlotlCjile^ 


41 

jayjfttd 


>ianlucKcJ  $pc 


rUnsV^ZJ’"*"* 


Jil« 


i 

Kar,tu cK«t3wles  y :■■..• •■;. ;• . 


■  / 


V;ygi 
v#;y 

,xH 

^ulielmus  ^acK  Delineavil  • 


William  Hack’s  Map  of  New  England.  Done  About  1663 


“Accordingly  his  second  son 
[1676]  and  his  wife  and  son  like 
braces  the  opportunity  of  a  pass 
stable  which  landed  him  at  Sogkc 
Plymouth,  and  arrived  there  the 
“They  [The  General  Court]  h 
to  send  out  an  army  of  200  men ;  to 
Indians;  in  some  measure  agreea 
pecting  Boston  and  Connecticut  1 
“In  short,  it  was  so  conclude* 
return  to  the  island  [R.  I.]  and  s 
of  those  who  had  moved  from 
returned  the  same  way  that  he  ca 
“When  he  came  to  Sogkoness* 
about  a  boat  which  he  had  bought 
to  hire  two  of  the  friend  Indians 
Elizabeth’s  to  Rhodeisland.” 


The  only  known  Indian  desci 
Old  Hope,  the  Indian  of  Manom 
This  testimony  was  given  befo 
Colony,  who  were  in  1679  gatherii 
ownership. 


167£ 


Sever  all  Indian  Testimonies  aj 
The  Testimony  of  Old  hope 
followeth: 

Saith  that  hee  knew  the  little 
called  Nonomeesett  and  a  neck  of  L 
timest  belonging  to  the  great  Ila 
other  little  Hand  lying  betweer 
Nanomesett  belonged  to  Job  An 


Indian  Life 


63 


“Accordingly  his  second  son  being  born  on  the  12th  of  May 
[1676]  and  his  wife  and  son  likely  to  do  well,  Mr  Church  em¬ 
braces  the  opportunity  of  a  passage  in  a  sloop  bound  to  Barn¬ 
stable  which  landed  him  at  Sogkonesset,  from  whence  he  rode  to 
Plymouth,  and  arrived  there  the  first  Tuesday  in  June. 

“They  [The  General  Court]  had  concluded  the  very  next  day 
to  send  out  an  army  of  200  men ;  two-thirds  English  and  one-third 
Indians;  in  some  measure  agreeable  to  his  former  proposal,  ex¬ 
pecting  Boston  and  Connecticut  to  join  with  their  quotas. 

“In  short,  it  was  so  concluded,  and  that  Mr  Church  should 
return  to  the  island  [R.  I.]  and  see  what  he  could  muster  there, 
of  those  who  had  moved  from  Swansey,  Dartmouth  etc.;  so 
returned  the  same  way  that  he  came. 

“When  he  came  to  Sogkonesset,  he  had  a  sham  put  upon  him 
about  a  boat  which  he  had  bought  to  go  home  in,  and  was  forced 
to  hire  two  of  the  friend  Indians  to  paddle  him  in  a  canoe  from 
Elizabeth’s  to  Rhodeisland.” 

The  only  known  Indian  description  of  Naushon  is  given  by 
Old  Hope,  the  Indian  of  Manomet. 

This  testimony  was  given  before  the  authorities  of  Plymouth 
Colony,  who  were  in  1679  gathering  information  as  to  aboriginal 
ownership. 

1679 

Severall  Indian  Testimonies  appointed  to  be  resolved. 

The  Testimony  of  Old  hope  the  Indian  of  Mannomett  as 
followeth: 

Saith  that  hee  knew  the  little  Hand  lying  next  Xaconeesett 
called  Nonomeesett  and  a  neck  of  land  or  little  Hand  called  Ucka- 
timest  belonging  to  the  great  Hand  called  Catomucke  and  an¬ 
other  little  Hand  lying  between  the  said  Great  Hand  and 
Nanomesett  belonged  to  Job  Antiko  his  grandfather  Comucke 
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and  soe  to  Jobs  father  Thomas  Antiko.  And  the  said  Hope  further 
saith  that  the  said  Great  Hand  called  Catomucke  and  another 
little  Hand  called  Pesh  shameesesett  to  belong  to  Webacowett. 

Washamwatt  Indian  of  Nonomeesett  witnesseth  also  to  the 
truth  of  what  the  abovesaid  hath  affirmed  and  above  said. 

And  William  Numacke  testifieth  that  he  hath  heard  his  father 
Nomyuan  Numak  often  say  the  same  thing  as  is  above  testified 
by  Hope  and  Washanwatt  concerning  the  said  Hands  commonly 
called  Nashanow  Hands.  And  Washamwatt  further  testifieth 
that  hee  hath  heard  the  abovesaid  Thomas  Antiko  to  give  the  said 
Hand  Nanomeesett  and  the  Necke  and  little  Hand  unto  his  two 
sons  James  and  the  abovesaid  Job  Antiko  for  many  years  agon, 
being  nearre  about  the  time  that  Nayoiatan  of  Barnstable  died 
of  the  Small  pox. 


The  testimony  of  old  hope  the  Indian  of  Mannomett. 

Saith  that  hee  knew  the  little  Hand  called  Nanomeesett  and 
a  necke  of  land  or  little  Hand  called  ukattmest  belonging  to  the 
Great  Hand  called  Kattamucke — and  another  little  iland  lying 
between  the  said — etc.  and  another  little  iland  called  Peschamee- 
sett  to  belong  to  Webacowitt. 

The  “neck  of  land  or  little  island  called  Uckatimest”  is  what  is 
now  called  Uncatena.  It  has  been  spelled  Veckatimest,  which 
is  as  correct  an  interpretation  of  the  original  manuscript  as  any, 
and  has  been  thought  to  refer  to  one  of  the  Buck  Islands. 

In  different  places  and  times  various  methods  were  used  in 
dealing  with  the  “savages,”  all  bent  upon  making  them  harmless 
neighbors  as  quickly  as  possible.  To  awe,  to  convert  or  to  subdue 
them  was  the  object  of  the  white  settlers. 

While  there  are  exceptions  to  every  rule,  the  relations  between 
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Indians  and  white  men  on  Martha’s  Vineyard  have  since  earliest 
times  been  unusually  cooperative  and  friendly. 

The  zeal  of  the  early  Mayhews  in  Christianizing  and  civilizing 
the  native  people,  and  above  all  their  strong  sense  of  justice 
toward  them,  laid  the  foundation  for  a  better  relationship  than 
elsewhere. 

On  the  Vineyard  and  the  Elizabeth  Islands  the  spirit  of  con¬ 
version  was  strong,  owing  to  the  influence  of  the  Mayhew  family. 
Thus  it  happens  that  almost  all  records  of  the  Indians  here  have 
a  decided  evangelical  tinge. 

An  early  letter  of  the  Quaker  missionary,  Josiah  Coale,  de¬ 
scribes  the  welcome  given  the  white  traveler  by  the  Indians  upon 
the  Vineyard  and  the  Cape.  It  is  interesting  to  note  his  use  of 
“Marten’s”  rather  than  Martha’s  Vineyard  at  this  early  date. 


A  Letter  of  Josiah  Co  ale,  1658 

When  we  went  from  verginia  2nd.  6th.  mo.  1658  .... 

Soe  when  wee  Came  upon  Long  Island,  after  A  Little  travell 
wee  found  som  frends  in  truth,  By  whom  wee  were  much  Re¬ 
freshed,  then  I  parted  with  my  Companion  hee  Being  not  of 
Ability  in  Body  to  travell  on  soe  fast  as  I  Lay  upon  mee  to  goe; 
and  after  about  150  miles  travell  in  that  Island,  I  crosed  over 
by  water  to  the  mayn  Land;  where  I  came  among  the  Indians 
agayn,  who  was  always  very  Cairtious  to  direct  mee  the  way,  and 
to  supply  mee  with  any  thing  I  needed,  and  after  about  50  miles 
travell  I  came  to  Road  Island.  And  after  som  stay  there  I  was 
moved  to  goe  to  A  serten  Island  (in  New  England)  Caled 
Martens  vinyard  to  visit  som  Indians  ther,  amongst  whom  I  had 
felt  desires  to  know  the  Lord,  and  I  had  A  meeting  amongst 
them,  and  they  were  very  Loving  to  mee,  and  they  tould  mee  they 
much  desired  to  know  god,  and  afterwards  at  Another  place  neare 
Plimouth  Coleney  I  was  amongst  the  Indians.  .  .  . 
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The  Inglish  had  prisoned  mee  att  plymouth  and  sett  me  att 
Liberty  agayne  I  cam  to  ye  Indian  Sagamor’s  hous  .  .  .  who  sayd 
that  the  English  men  did  not  Love  quakers,  but  sayd  quakers  are 
honest  men  and  doe  noe  harme,  and  this  is  noe  English  mans  sea 
nor  Land,  and  quakers  shall  com  here  and  welcom  Soe  through 
ye  goodness  of  the  Lord  wee  found  them  more  sober  and  Christian 
Like  in  theyr  Corage  towards  us  at  all  ocations,  then  we  found 
the  Christians,  soe  called  .... 

Josiah  Coale 

Five  years  later  comes  an  extraordinary  report  of  the  educa¬ 
tional  advancement  of  two  Indians  of  the  Vineyard. 


In  1663  John  Winthrop,  Jr.,  father  of  Wait,  wrote  a  letter 
pleading  that  an  allowance  be  made  to  the  widow  of  Thomas 
Mayhew,  recently  lost  at  sea.  Of  the  teaching  success  of  Mayhew 
among  the  Indians  he  writes,  “I  make  bold  to  send  heere  enclosed 
a  kind  of  rarety.  ...  It  is  two  papers  of  Latin  composed  by  two 
indians  now  scollars  in  the  Colledge  in  this  country,  and  the 
writing  is  with  their  own  hands.  ...  I  received  them  of  those  In¬ 
dians  out  of  their  own  hands,  and  had  ready  answers  from  them 
in  Latin  to  many  questions  that  I  propounded  to  them  in  yt  lan¬ 
guage,  and  heard  them  both  express  several  sentences  in  Greke 
also. 


Hartford  in  New  England 
November  3  1663 
To  Hon.  Robert  Boyle  Esq. 

Gov.  of  the  Company  for  Propogating  the  Gospel 
in  New  England. 

From  John  Winthrop  Jr. 

Governor  of  Connecticut 
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1678 

Upon  the  Vineyard 
24:  6:  78. 

Right  worshippful 
&  Worshippful 

Be  pleased  to  understand  the  work  of  God  amongst  the  In¬ 
dians  uppon  [  ]  seems  to  me  to  prosper.  .  .  . 

There  are  about  one  hundred  and  forty  men  that  are  not 
tainted  with  drunkennesse  which  is  seuerely  punished  in  euery 
place.  Witchcraft  and  [  ]  are  here  out  of  use.  I  hope  the  Lord 

will  grant  the  lyke  blessing  to  or  indeauors  touching  drunkennesse ; 
there  are  some  that  are  already  of  the  worst  that  hates  it. 

At  Elizabeth’s  Island  there  are  40  families  &  a  teacher  which 
doe  allso  carry  out  the  worshipp  of  God,  and  they  also  do  pay  the 
drunkards  [  ] .  Its  straunge  to  see  how  readyly  they  stripp  them¬ 

selves  to  receive  punishment  for  this  sin  of  which  our  nation  is 
much  guylty.  All  vessels  that  com  hither  &  [  ]  passe  through 

the  Sound,  Roade  Islanders  &  some  of  our  Inhabitants,  doe  supply 
them,  &  its  very  hard  to  take  them. 

I  am  not  out  of  hope  but  that  the  generality  will  be  convinced 
of  their  folly  &  gyve  it  quite  over,  that  is,  the  use  of  rum.  Thus 
matters  stand  heer  at  present. 

For  the  right  worshippful  &  Worshippful  the  Commission  of 
the  United  Colony  is  there  present  at  Connecticut 

Thomas  Mayhew 

Experience  Mayhew  tells  of  the  fruit  of  his  missionary  labors 
in  his  book,  “Indian  Converts.”  Here  each  life  is  written  as  an 
example.  From  among  the  quantities  of  such  examples  a  few  are 
given  which  tell  of  Indians  who  lived  upon  the  Elizabeth  Islands. 

Example  X. 

James  Nashcompait,  of  the  Gay  Head  who  died  at  Pashkeh- 
tanesit,  alias  Tucker’s  Island,  in  1713.  (Pasque) 
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He  was,  I  think,  among  the  first  of  the  Indians  at  Gay  Head 
who  embraced  religion. 

This  good  man  going  to  above  mentioned  island  to  see  a  friend 
or  two  of  his  who  lived  there  returned  not  hither  again  but  went 
from  thence  to  heaven,  as  there  is  good  reason  to  believe. 

Example  XI. 

Pehtauattook  who  was  a  younger  brother  of  that  Pamchamnet 
but  now  mentioned.  He  was  a  man  of  a  very  blameless  life,  and 
undoubted  Piety.  Several  that  were  acquainted  with  him,  yet 
living  do  affirm  that  he  was  a  constant  and  serious  worshipper  of 
God  in  his  house,  walking  with  a  perfect  heart  in  it,  and  that  he 
was  a  sharp  Repriver  of  sin,  and  a  diligent  instructor  of  his  own 
family  and  others.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Church  whereof  John 
Takenach  was  a  Pastor,  and  he  adorned  the  Doctrine  of  God  his 
Savior  by  a  well  ordered  conversation.  I  cannot  tell  in  what  year 
he  dyed  but  think  it  was  near  about  the  year  1680.  The  place  was 
the  East  end  of  Winthrop’s  Island  [Naushon],  and  is  justly 
counted  a  good  Christian. 

Example  XXII. 

Abigail  Sekitchahkomun,  an  old  maid,  who  died  at  Nashaun, 
alias  Slocum’s  Island,  in  the  year  1722. 

This  Abigail  had  a  very  good  Report,  even  from  her  childhood, 
and  made  a  publick  Profession  of  Religion  while  she  was  but  a 
young  maid,  joining  herself  while  a  very  young  Woman  to  that 
church  of  Antipedo-baptists  whereof  Stephen  Tachamasson  be¬ 
fore  mentioned  was  the  Pastor. 

She  had  the  happiness  of  being  taught  to  read  well  while  she 
was  young,  and  she  made  a  good  use  of  the  Advantage.  Reading 
abundantly  in  the  Bible  and  such  other  good  Books  as  our  Indians 
have  among  them ;  and  she  ordered  her  conversation  as  did  become 
the  Gospel. 
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She  sometime  said  that  long  having  had  a  desire  to  love  and 
serve  the  Lord,  she  used  to  think  that  her  loving  and  keeping  bad 
company  would  not  agree  there  withal,  and  she  had  therefore 
resolved  to  be  seperate  from  them,  and  not  to  walk  in  their  way; 
and  herein  she  kept  her  Resolution  to  the  last ;  and  when  many  of 
her  neighbors  had  their  drunken  meetings,  she  would  not  go  to 
them  but  tarried  at  home  and  minded  her  business,  laboring  dili¬ 
gently  with  her  hands  for  a  livelihood. 

She  lived  with  her  Mother  and  Mother’s  Sister;  used  to  take 
her  turn  to  pray  in  that  little  family,  and  was  probably  the  best 
qualified  to  perform  the  Duty,  of  any  person  in  it. 

She  was  constant  and  serious  in  her  attendance  on  the  Public 
Worship  of  God,  and  heard  indifferently  those  of  her  own  Per¬ 
suasion,  and  those  who  were  for  Pedo-Baptism ;  nor  could  she 
endure  to  hear  those  of  her  own  Profession  revile  those  from  whom 
they  dissented.  Being  sick  almost  a  Year  before  her  Death,  she 
was  in  that  time  very  full  of  good  and  heavenly  discourses, 
she  talked  much  of  the  Vanity  and  Uncertainty  of  all  things  in 
this  lower  World,  and  the  Excellency  and  Glory  of  that  which 
is  above ; .  .  .  . 

She  said  she  had  rather  leave  this  World  and  go  to  God  than 
remain  any  longer  here  below,  and  she  desired  those  about  her,  in 
the  time  of  her  Sickness,  to  let  their  Discourses  be  about  the  things 
of  God  and  his  Kingdom ;  and  when  some  began  to  talk  of  other 
things  in  her  hearing,  she  let  them  know  that  she  took  no  delight 
therein. 

Thus  setting  her  Affections  on  things  that  are  above,  and  not 
on  things  below,  she  willingly  left  this  World  and  went  to  the  other. 

Example  XIX. 

J annohquissoo,  an  old  man,  who  died  at  Nashaun,  otherwise 
called  Slocum’s*  Island,  in  February,  1722-23. 

*Nashawena. 
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This  Jannohquissoo  was  in  his  younger  days  a  person  of  a 
vitious  conversation.  He  was  given  to  drunkenness,  and  such 
other  excesses  as  that  Sin  commonly  leadeth  men  into,  nor  did  he 
become  a  new  man  before  he  began  to  become  an  old  man;  but 
better  late  than  never. 

He  was  convinced  of  the  irregularity  of  his  life,  and  began  to 
reform  it,  some  years  before  he  was  able  to  get  a  compleat  victory 
over  his  Lust  after  strong  Drink,  that  being  at  sometimes  too 
strong  for  him,  as  well  as  the  Drink  itself,  which  it  drew  him  to 
follow  after. 

But  God  having  a  Design  to  subduce  and  conquer  this  Lust 
of  his,  was  pleased  by  a  very  awakening  Providence,  to  bring  him 
under  a  Solemn  Obligation,  to  live  more  soberly  for  the  future 
than  he  had  done  before,  for  undertaking  to  go  in  a  small  canoo, 
a  little  way  over  the  water,  to  a  place  wher  he  expected  to  find 
company  and  Drink,  his  canoo  was  overset,  and  he  had  very  liked 
to  have  perished  in  the  Way.  He  was  alone  in  the  Sea;  nor  did 
he  know  that  any  person  saw  him  or  could  help  him;  and  being 
now  in  a  great  distress,  he  cried  earnestly  to  God  for  Mercy,  and 
made  vows  to  him,  that  if  He  would  deliver  him,  he  would  en¬ 
deavor  to  part  with  all  his  Sins,  and  live  to  his  Glory;  and  God 
was  pleased  to  hear  his  prayer,  and  send  Deliverance  to  him. 
This  poor  man  cried,  the  Lord  heard  him,  and  saved  him  out  of 
all  his  troubles. 

Some  that  saw  him  in  Distress  came  and  took  him  up,  when 
it  had  been  too  late,  if  it  had  been  one  minute  later. 

Being  thus  delivered  he  performed  to  the  Lord  the  Vows 
which  he  had  made;  for  many  do  quickly  forget  the  promises 
which  they  make  to  God  when  they  are  in  destress,  yet  all  do  not 
so,  and  this  man  was  an  instance  of  a  person  who  did  not. 

Being  thus  reformed  in  his  life  and  Manners,  the  few  Families 
on  the  little  Island  where  he  lived,  did,  with  the  consent  of  the 
English  Authority,  who  managed  the  Indian  Affairs  here,  chuse 
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him  to  be  a  ruler  over  them;  and  he  accepting  the  office  did  with 
much  Fidelity  discharge  it  as  long  as  he  lived. 

He  endeavored  to  be  a  Terror  to  Evil  Doers,  among  his  neigh¬ 
bors,  frequently  inflicting  corporal  Punishments  on  them  for 
their  crimes,  and  not  sparing  his  own  children,  when  they  appeared 
to  be  guilty. 

He  shewed  a  great  Desire  that  Religion  might  be  upheld, 
and  promoted  in  the  little  Island  on  which  he  lived,  he  used  his 
utmost  Endeavors,  that  the  few  families  there  might  constantly 
have  a  minister  to  Preach  to  them,  and  he  himself,  tho  no  minis¬ 
ter  by  Profession,  yet  carried  himself  very  like  one  in  the  Visits 
which  he  made  frequently  to  the  Houses  of  those  whom  he  lived 
among,  entertaining  the  families  with  good  Discourses,  when  he 
was  with  them,  and  giving  many  good  instructions  and  admoni¬ 
tions  to  such  as  he  thought  needed  them. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Grindall  Rawson,  pastor  of  the  Church  of 
Mendon,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Samuel  Danforth,  pastor  of  the  church 
in  Taunton,  spent  from  May  to  June  24,  1698,  in  visiting  the  sev¬ 
eral  plantations  of  Indians  within  this  province  of  Massachusetts 
of  which  they  gave  the  following  account. 

“At  Major  Winthrop’s  Island.  Mr  John  Weeks,  an  English 
man,  teaches  them  on  the  Sabbath.  An  Indian  named  Asa,  chief 
ruler  among  them,  and  a  person  well  reported  of,  teaches  them 
when  Mr  Weeks  cannot  attend  it.  Here  are  about  nine  families, 
most  of  which  can  read  well,  are  diligent  in  their  callings  and  gen¬ 
erally  belong  to  the  church,  whereof  Japhet  is  pastor  at  Martha’s 
Vineyard. 

“An  Indian  called  Sampson,  attends  their  school  every  winter, 
and  hath  the  reputation  for  the  most  able  among  them  for  that 
service,  taking  pains  in  catechizing  their  children  every  week. 

“Men,  women  and  children  are  thirty  persons  in  all.  Half  the 
Indian  inhabitants  of  the  Island  have  died  in  a  few  years  past. 


72 


Early  History  of  Naushon  Island 


Three  families  at  Saconeset  point  do  attend  to  the  meeting  at  Mr 
Winthrop’s  Island. 

“At  an  Island  called  Slocums  Island,  we  hear  of  seven  families, 
most  of  which  can  read  being  lately  moved  thither  from  the  Vine¬ 
yard  and  other  places. 

“We  hear  of  some  Indians,  at  the  furthermost  island  formerly 
called  Sanfords  Island,  where  there  is  an  Indian  teacher.” 

The  account  of  teaching  on  the  islands  is  confirmed  by  a  like 
description  by  Experience  Mayhew. 

1694-1720 

Besides  the  Indians  on  the  Vineyard  there  is  a  small  assembly 
on  Winthrop’s  Island,  the  Eastmost  of  Elizabeth’s  Island  before 
mentioned,  and  these  also  have  ordinarily  an  Indian  minister  to 
preach  the  word  of  God  to  them,  and  Mr  John  weeks  an  English¬ 
man  formerly  preached  to  them,  but  has  lately  as  I  am  informed 
desisted  from  the  work. 

At  Tucker’s  Island  and  at  Nashaun  or  Slocum’s  Island  which 
lie  near  together,  westward  of  Winthrop’s  Island,  are  about  12 
or  14  families,  and  these  tho  their  number  be  small,  are  provided 
with  an  Indian  Preacher.  .  .  . 

And  tho  there  are  among  these  Indians  a  great  many  who  are 
defective  in  their  morals,  yet  there  are  a  considerable  number  even 
who  live  soberly  and  worship  God  in  their  families. 

There  has  been  from  time  to  time  much  care  taken  that  the 
several  villages  be  provided  with  school  masters  to  teach  the 
children  to  read  and  write,  yet  some  of  them  have  not  been  so 
constantly  supplied  as  is  to  be  desired  .  .  .  and  generally  when 
the  Spring  of  the  year  comes  on  the  Indians  take  their  children 
from  school,  alleging  they  want  them  for  tillage  of  the  land,  and 
so  the  schools  fail  until  the  fall  .  .  .  and  this  has  much  hindered 
their  progress  in  learning.  .  .  .  Nevertheless  I  think  the  greatest 
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number  can  read,  either  in  English  or  in  the  Indian  tongue ;  and 
some  in  both. 

The  number  of  Communicants,  both  men  and  women,  in  this 
church  is  about  110;  the  most  of  them,  inhabitants  of  Martha’s 
Vineyard  but  not  all;  there  being  a  few  that  have  joined  them¬ 
selves  thereunto  not  only  from  Elizabeth  Islands,  but  from  the 
main  also,  lying  next  unto  the  Vineyard. 

As  to  their  Civil  Government  the  Indians  in  Dukes  County  are 
wholly  under  the  English.  But  because  their  state  does  yet  some¬ 
what  differ  from  that  of  their  English  neighbors  there  are  several 
laws  made  by  the  General  Court  of  this  Province  with  a  particular 
regard  to  the  Indian  inhabitants  of  the  same. 

In  Dukes  County  Thomas  Mayhew  Esq.,  second  son  of  the 
aforementioned  Thomas  Mayhew  who  first  preached  to  the  Indians 
on  the  Vineyard,  was  long  improved  in  the  government  of  the 
Indians  there.  And  was  both  singularly  spirited  and  accomplished 
for  that  Service,  as  he  was  on  other  accounts  a  very  excellent 
person.  But  he  finished  his  course  July  21,  1715.  And  his  son 
Zaccheus  succeeded  him  in  that  necessary  and  troublesome  office 
and  imployment  does  good  service  in  it. 

Having  dwelt  upon  missionary  and  educational  work  among 
the  Indians,  now  are  shown  two  court  records  which  give  evidence 
of  the  white  man’s  influence  from  a  different  angle. 

The  name  of  Caleb  Ray  pops  up  unexpectedly  in  several 
widely  different  connections,  as  will  be  shown  in  later  chapters. 
In  1704  he  was  part  owner  of  a  tract  of  land  west  of  Tarpaulin 
Cove,  and  while  there  he  found  one  way  of  solving  the  problem  of 
“help.” 

1704 

Court  Records ,  Dukes  County 

Caleb  Ray  complaineth  against  Alw  an  Indian  woman  for 
stealing  two  handkerchiefs  of  his  wife  some  time  last  winter. 
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The  above,  Capt.  John  Butler  and  Nicholas  Butler  acknowl¬ 
edge  the  abovesaid  charge  and  the  court  having  heard  their  plea 
and  witnesses  and  finding  the  same  of  necessity  to  be  done,  do 
acquit  the  sd.  party  they  paying  fees  of  court. 

The  court  do  adjudge  the  abovesaid  Alw  to  pay  the  sum  of 
four  pounds  ten  shillings  the  sd.  handkerchiefs  (hancerchiffs) 
being  valued  at  thirty  shillings  (part  thereof  found  valued  at 
twenty  three  shillings)  to  said  Ray  and  to  pay  five  shillings  as 
a  fine  to  her  Majesty  or  be  whipped  the  number  of  two  stripes; 
and  the  fees  of  court  viz.  six  shillings  and  if  the  sd  Alw  cannot 
pay  sd.  judgement  she  is  adjudged  to  serve  the  sd.  Ray  the  term 
and  time  of  one  year  and  two  months. 

Court  Records ,  Dukes  County 

Joshua  Chamuck  an  Indian  complaineth  against  Caleb  Ray 
for  unlawfully  supplying  him  with  a  gallon  of  Rum,  the  day  be¬ 
fore  the  Indian  feast. 

The  said  Joshua  is  ordered  to  appear  in  March  court,  and  he 
saith  the  day  of  the  feast  he  bought  three  pints  of  sd.  Ray. 


Whereas  Caleb  Ray  being  summoned  and  appeared  before 
the  court  to  answer  to  the  plaint  or  charge  of  Joshua  Chamuck 
for  selling  him  of  a  few  quarts  and  a  pint  of  Rum,  and  the  said 
charge  not  being  legally  proved  to  the  courts’  satisfaction  do 
acquit  sd.  Ray  he  paying  fees  of  court. 

Two  notes  of  Indian  remedies  may  be  of  interest : 

John  Winthrop  in  his  diary  tells  of  one  of  the  uses  of  bayberry. 

“Ye  iner  bark  of  ye  root  of  ye  tallest  baberry  bush  steeped 
in  water,  ye  Indians  on  Elizabeth  Island  cure  ye  Bloody  Flux  with. 

Quere — whether  if  steeped  in  wine  it  would  not  be  better.” 
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The  following  is  another  use  for  the  infusion  of  bayberry. 

The  Indians  had  a  singular  way  of  punishing  their  children 
and  servants,  which  was  as  follows.  They  took  some  bayberry 
root,  and  scraping  off  the  bark  put  it  into  a  bottle ;  they  let  it  stand 
awhile,  steeping  it  in  water.  They  would  then  take  the  boys,  and 
lay  them  on  their  backs,  putting  a  knee  on  each  of  the  boys’  arms, 
and  turning  back  their  heads,  by  laying  hold  of  the  hair,  they 
took  some  of  the  water  into  their  mouths,  and  squirted  it  into  the 
noses  of  the  boys.  This  was  repeated  twice  or  thrice  until  the  boys 
were  nearly  strangled.  After  awhile,  however,  they  would  re¬ 
cover.  This  mode  of  punishment,  called  by  the  Indians  medom- 
humar,  or  great  punishment,  has  prevailed  among  them  since  my 
time. 

1629 

The  story  of  Thomas  Marlow  is  inserted  here,  although  it  has 
no  connection  with  the  Indians  except  as  occurring  during  their 
occupancy. 

The  story  is  an  enigma.  It  was  written  by  Dr.  Augustine 
Shurtleff  in  July,  1867,  shortly  after  a  visit  to  John  M.  Forbes  at 
Naushon.  Dr.  Shurtleff  was  an  antiquary  and  student  of  gene¬ 
alogy.  A  careful  study  of  the  details  of  the  story  corroborates  its 
truth  in  many  points.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  written  in  story¬ 
book  style.  Either  Dr.  Shurtleff  took  pains  to  weave  historic  truth 
into  a  pleasant  fiction  for  the  entertainment  of  his  host,  or  he  took 
a  true  story  and  clothed  it  in  romantic  language. 

Thomas  Marlow 

In  the  year  1629  there  lived  at  Yarmouth,  England,  a  young 
fisherman  named  Thomas  Marlow.  He  was  a  lively  handsome 
fellow,  and  gained  a  fair  livelihood  by  his  calling,  which  was  the 
catching  of  the  peculiarly  fine  herring  which  had  already  given  a 
reputation  to  his  native  town  and  constituted  an  important  article 


76 


Early  History  of  Naushon  Island 


of  export  at  that  early  day.  Although  he  was  thus  doing  very  well 
in  the  world,  his  ambition  often  led  him  to  contemplate  a  possible 
rise  in  life  by  emigration  to  a  new  country,  and  circumstances 
conspired  to  decide  him  on  such  an  adventure. 

The  town  of  Bawtry,  in  Nottinghamshire,  on  the  borders  of 
the  West  Riding,  was  a  seat  of  manufacture  in  a  small  way  of 
nets  and  lines  used  in  the  fisheries.  Young  Marlow,  in  the  pleasant 
month  of  June,  made  a  pedestrian  journey  thither,  ostensibly  to 
replenish  the  fishing  gear  for  himself  and  neighbors,  but  really 
to  learn  something  of  the  interior  country,  which  he  had  never 
before  seen. 

Whilst  waiting  about  some  days  for  his  orders  to  be  filled,  he 
met  and  fell  in  love  with  Patience  Ridgdale,  the  daughter  of  a 
small  farmer  in  the  neighborhood,  and  as  he  was  not  in  the  habit 
of  letting  the  grass  grow  under  his  feet,  and  being  moreover  con¬ 
vinced  that  her  bright,  joyous  disposition  was  one  well  suited  to 
his  own,  he  returned  to  Yarmouth  the  affianced  husband  of  the 
N ottinghamshire  maid. 

Not  far  from  Bawtry  was  the  small  town  of  Scrooby,  a  num¬ 
ber  of  whose  inhabitants  had  joined  the  first  Pilgrims  to  Plym¬ 
outh;  among  these  were  several  relatives  of  the  Ridgdales.  The 
stories  that  came  back  from  the  Colony  were  not  without  their 
effect  on  young  Marlow,  and  when  in  the  spring  of  1630  he  and 
Patience  were  married,  they  decided  that  their  wedding  tour 
should  be  to  Plymouth  Rock. 

On  their  arrival  he  commenced  his  life  in  the  New  World  as 
a  fisherman.  He  met  with  good  success,  and  was  soon  enabled 
with  his  profits  to  build  a  substantial  sailboat  that  could  brave  the 
rough  waters  outside  of  the  Cape.  But  neither  Marlow  nor  his  wife 
were  thoroughgoing  Puritans.  Their  views  of  life  were  more 
cheerful,  and  their  dispositions  more  gay,  than  those  of  their 
sterner  neighbors.  They  felt  the  cold  looks  and  unsympathetic 
faces  that  were  turned  on  their  brightness,  and  they  determined 


Indian  Life 


77 


to  quit  a  community  that  knew  them  not,  and  seek  a  more  con¬ 
genial  home,  where  they  could  live  after  the  manner  of  their  own 
hearts. 

Marlow  decided  to  go  to  the  Dutch  Settlement  on  Manhattan 
Island.  His  wife,  under  the  guidance  of  a  friend,  was  to  proceed 
across  the  isthmus  of  Sandwich  to  Manomet,  whilst  he  sailed 
around  the  dangerous  waters  of  Cape  Cod,  with  all  their  worldly 
effects,  to  meet  her  in  the  south  waters.  After  a  voyage  length¬ 
ened  to  three  weeks  by  head  winds,  he  arrived  in  safety.  On  pass¬ 
ing  through  Woods  Hole  he  was  much  impressed  with  the  quiet 
beauty  of  Nonamesset,  and  on  meeting  with  his  wife  he  broached 
a  new  idea  which  had  occurred  to  him  of  landing  on  one  of  these 
fair  islands  and  founding  a  settlement  of  their  own.  Before 
deciding  Patience  visited  the  spot.  Sailing  down  the  Bay  they 
landed  at  Uncatena  and  were  both  charmed  with  the  beauty  of 
the  situation.  The  boat  was  brought  round  to  the  harbor,  and 
they  immediately  proceeded  to  explore  the  adjoining  island.  Here 
they  were  met  by  the  friendly  natives,  who  gave  them  a  kind  recep¬ 
tion,  promised  them  land,  and  agreed  to  live  in  peace  and  amity. 
They  finally  built  a  house  on  the  highland  to  the  northward  and 
eastward  of  Tarpaulin  Cove.  Here  they  lived  for  many  years  in 
prosperity  and  happiness.  Many  children  grew  up  about  them 
and  their  future  seemed  all  but  assured. 

At  this  time  that  terrible  scourge,  the  Small  Pox,  was  raging 
among  the  Indians,  and  at  last  it  crossed  from  the  mainland  to 
the  islands.  One  by  one  the  Marlow  children  were  taken  by  the 
deadly  disease,  and  before  a  month  had  passed  Mrs.  Marlow  had 
followed  her  thirteen  children  to  the  grave,  and  the  stricken  father 
was  alone  with  the  savages  and  his  memories.  He  lingered  a  few 
years  around  the  headstones  which  he  had  set  up  over  his  family, 
and  dying  finally  of  a  broken  heart  was  buried  after  the  manner 
of  his  race  by  the  friendly  natives,  and  in  a  few  years  his  very  name 
had  disappeared  from  the  legends  of  the  island. 
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The  sunlight  comes  glinting  down  through  the  quiet  beeches, 
touching  with  gold  the  mossy  headstones  that  for  two  hundred 
years  have  breathed  the  tale  they  could  not  tell. 

A  fortunate  chance  suddenly  brings  forth  at  this  late  day  a 
mouldering  time-stained  manuscript  which  gives  us  the  sad  history 
of  Thomas  and  Patience  Marlow  and  reveals  the  long  mystery 
of  the  woodland  graves  of  Naushon. 

AS  July  21,  1867. 


The  arguments  favoring  the  purely  fictitious  nature  of  Dr. 
Shurtleff’s  story  are  simple,  and  seem  convincing. 

1.  Had  Dr.  Shurtleff  found  such  a  manuscript  he  would  nat¬ 
urally  have  sent  the  unadorned  text  to  the  owner  of  Naushon  or  at 
all  events  have  shown  it  to  students  of  Pilgrim  and  early  Plymouth 
history. 

2.  The  language  and  style  are  that  of  fiction  rather  than  fact. 

3.  The  earliest  accounts  of  Mayhew  and  Winthrop  speak  of 
the  island  as  uninhabited  by  white  men,  and  no  local  legend  re¬ 
mains  of  such  early  settlers. 

4.  It  seems  improbable  that  with  so  much  land  to  choose  from 
an  English  fisherman  would  have  brought  his  “bright  and  joy¬ 
ous”  bride  to  so  isolated  a  spot  when  fellow  countrymen  were 
beginning  to  settle  the  upper  Cape. 


The  arguments  for  the  truth  of  the  story  of  Thomas  Marlow 
are  somewhat  disjointed  and  not  so  easily  told.  For  the  truth  of 
certain  statements  we  turn  to  the  diary  of  William  Bradford, 
historian  of  the  Pilgrims  and  himself  a  native  of  Bawtry  in 
N  ottinghamshire. 

In  listing  the  passengers  of  the  Mayflower  in  1620  he  mentions : 
John  Rigdale 
Alice  Rigdale 

He  notes  in  his  diary:  “1628,  Thomas  Marloe  came  in  ship 
Nova ” 


died  in  first  winter. 


A 


The  Sunlight  Comes  Glinting  Down  Through  Naushon  Woods 


Indian  Life 
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From  other  records  we  find  that  a  number  of  the  Pilgrims 
came  from  the  neighborhood  of  Bawtry.  These  include,  besides 
William  Bradford,  the  Brewster  family  from  Scrooby,  John 
Carver,  probably  from  Sturtin,  and  finally,  and  importantly  to 
our  record,  John  Robinson,  pastor  of  the  Pilgrims  from  Sturtin. 
John  Robinson  himself  never  came  to  America,  but  his  son  Isaac 
is  said  to  have  come  in  the  Mayflower *  in  1629.  He  first  settled  at 
Plymouth,  then  at  Sandwich,  and  later  became  one  of  the  founders 
of  Falmouth. 

It  seems  natural  that  old-time  neighbors  should  settle  in  the 
same  general  region. 

A  plan  of  joining  the  Dutch  Settlement  in  Manhattan  is  quite 
natural,  as  there  was  after  1627  some  trade  and  intercourse  be¬ 
tween  Plymouth  and  Manhattan  by  way  of  Manometf;  the  old 
trail  used  by  early  traders  being  practically  the  route  of  the 
present  Cape  Cod  Canal. 

Perhaps  the  most  significant  fact  is  the  absence  in  this  account 
of  the  name  Naushon.  The  three  names  mentioned  are  Nona- 
messet,  Uncatena  and  Tarpaulin  Cove.  These  names  appear  on 
the  earliest  known  deeds  and  papers,  whereas  the  name  Naushon 
only  comes  into  common  use  in  the  18th  Century.  As  Tarpaulin 
Cove  Island  was  in  early  times  the  English  name,  so  the  house 
built  to  the  northward  and  eastward  of  Tarpaulin  Cove  might 
easily  mean  the  highland  on  which  the  Stone  House  stands, 
rather  than  the  region  of  the  Black  Woods  or  west  end  of  Billiard 
Table  Road,  which  this  description  suggests  to  us. 

History  tells  of  the  scourge  of  smallpox  which  devastated 
the  land  in  the  17th  Century,  and  finally  we  know  of  two  groups 
of  graves  to  which  the  description  roughly  applies,  one  on  the 


*According  to  Banks,  this  Mayflower,  under  command  of  William  Peirce, 
is  not  the  Mayflower  of  the  Pilgrims. 

fManamet  is  site  of  old  Aptucxet  Trading  Post,  now  Bourne. 
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south  side  of  the  trotting  course,  the  other  at  the  southwest  end 
of  Nonamesset. 

Those  who  knew  Dr.  Shurtleff  think  it  unlikely  that  he  would 
have  invented  this  story  of  “a  moulding  time-stained  manuscript,” 
which  had  no  actual  existence.  Until  this  manuscript  is  found  the 
Marlow  story  will  remain  a  mystery. 

Indians  who  lived  upon  Naushon  or  had  an  interest  in  the 
islands. 

1654  Seayick  Sachem  of  Monument. 

Quaquaquinegat. 

Quaquaquigett. 

1666  Quaquajacset  Sachem. 

Pehtauattook.  Died  at  Naushon  about  1680. 

1678  Old  Hope  of  Manomet. 

Daniel  Shohkaw. 

Comucke.  (May  be  the  Joshua  Chamuck  who  testifies  against 
Caleb  Ray  in  1704.) 

Thomas  Antiko.  Son  of  Comucke. 

Job  Antiko.  Son  of  Thomas. 

James  Antiko. 

Webacowet. 

Washamwatt. 

1679  James  Nashcompait.  Died  at  Tucker’s  Island  (Pasque),  1713. 
Jannohquissoo.  Died  at  Slocum’s  Island  (Nashawena),  1723. 

1682  Sampson  Nequassemman. 

1698  Asa. 

Sampson.  Mentioned  as  a  teacher. 

Undequit.  Name  of  hill  west  of  Molasses  Pond. 

Abigail  Sekitchahkomun.  Died  at  Nashawena  in  1722. 

1704  Joshua  Chamuck. 

Alw  (Indian  woman). 


Chapter  III 

DEEDS  AND  LEGAL  PAPERS 


The  following  deeds  and  legal  papers  date  from  the  year  1637. 
They  show  something  of  the  status  of  the  Elizabeth  Islands  which 
were,  until  after  the  time  of  which  this  history  tells,  a  part  of  the 
township  of  Chilmark,  upon  the  island  of  Martha’s  Vineyard, 
which  in  turn  is  in  the  County  of  Dukes.  Dukes  County,  named 
for  James,  Duke  of  York,  was  under  the  jurisdiction  of  New 
York  until  1691,  when  it  was  transferred  to  the  Colony  of  the 
Massachusetts  Bay. 

A  sketch  of  the  ownership  of  Naushon  gives  a  bird’s-eye  view 
of  the  ground  covered  in  this  and  later  chapters. 

Outline  of  Naushon  Ownership 

Naushon  was  owned  by  the  Mayhew  family  from  1641  to  1682, 
41  years. 

By  the  Winthrop  family  from  1682  to  1730,  48  years. 

By  the  Bowdoin  family  from  1730  to  1843,  113  years. 

In  1641  the  agent  of  Lord  Stirling  granted  the  island  to 
Thomas  Mayhew  of  Martha’s  Vineyard;  this  grant  was  ratified 
under  a  Commission  from  the  Duke  of  York  by  Francis  Lovelace, 
Governor  General  of  New  York  in  1671.  Mayhew  also  bought 
out  the  Indian  titles,  and  held  it  till  1682,  when  it  was  bought  by 
Wait  Winthrop,  grandson  of  the  first  Governor  of  Massachu¬ 
setts.  It  continued  in  the  Winthrop  family  until  1730,  when  it 
was  conveyed  by  John  Winthrop  (son  of  Wait)  to  James  Bow¬ 
doin  [John  Winthrop’s  sister  Ann  Winthrop  Lechmere  claimed 
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one-third  of  this  property  by  right  of  inheritance  from  her  father 
Wait];  of  the  other  two-thirds,  one-half  was  set  off  after  his 
death,  to  his  son  William,  and  the  other  half  to  his  son  James, 
afterwards  Governor  Bowdoin.  In  1761  the  one-third  share 
claimed  by  the  Lechmere  family  was  acquired  by  William  and 
James  Bowdoin,  each  taking  a  half. 

James  Bowdoin  (the  Governor’s  son)  inherited  one-half  of 
the  island  property  from  his  father,  and  came  into  possession  of 
the  other  half  by  marriage  with  his  cousin  Sarah,  the  daughter 
and  only  child  of  his  uncle  William. 

By  him  the  property  was  left  to  his  nephew  James,  the  son  of 
Sir  John  and  Lady  Temple,  upon  condition  of  his  taking  the  name 
of  Bowdoin.  This  was  James  Temple  Bowdoin,  who  died  in  1842. 
Upon  his  death  the  trustees  of  Bowdoin  College  instituted  a  suit 
at  law,  claiming  the  property  as  residuary  devisee  under  the  will 
of  the  uncle  James  Bowdoin,  to  the  exclusion  of  James  Temple 
Bowdoin’s  only  son  James,  to  whom  the  property  was  to  descend 
by  the  terms  of  that  will.  The  ground  of  the  claim  by  Bowdoin 
College  involved  the  question  of  citizenship  of  the  son,  the  inten¬ 
tions  of  the  uncle,  and  sundry  nice  points  of  law.  Eminent  coun¬ 
sel  was  employed  on  both  sides,  Daniel  Webster,  Franklin  Dexter, 
C.  C.  Paine,  W.  C.  Aylwin,  J.  H.  Clifford  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Bow¬ 
doin;  and  Jeremiah  Mason,  Rufus  Choate,  Charles  G.  Loring, 
Benjamin  F.  Hallett,  P.  W.  Chandler,  B.  R.  Curtis  for  the  college. 
The  case  was  expected  to  come  on  at  the  November  court  in  Boston, 
but  on  the  28th  of  September,  1843,  a  compromise  was  agreed  upon 
by  the  parties  whereby  James  T.  Bowdoin  was  to  receive  seven- 
tenths,  and  the  College  three-tenths  of  the  property,  both  parties 
assenting  to  the  sale  of  Naushon  Island,  with  all  the  stock  and 
other  personal  property  thereon,  to  William  Sturgis,  Esq.,  for  the 
sum  of  twenty  thousand  dollars.  The  purchase  was  made  for  Wil¬ 
liam  W.  Swain  of  New  Bedford  and  John  M.  Forbes  of  Boston, 
who  thereby  became  joint  proprietors  of  the  island  property. 


The  South  part  of  Nevv-England,  as  it  is 
Planted  this  yeare,  1635. 


1  1  |  1  i'i-i  r  1  n  1,  1  1  -[■ 


From  William  Wood’s  “  Newe  England’s  Prospect” 


Deeds  and  Legal  Papers 


83 


The  reader  will  have  realized  before  this  that  this  history  is 
simply  a  collection  of  manuscripts  loosely  strung  together.  Many 
of  the  following  deeds  are  unspeakably  tedious  even  after  drastic 
cutting.  The  original  text  has  usually  been  copied,  but  in  some 
papers  the  strange  spelling  and  stranger  punctuation  have  been 
altered  for  the  sake  of  clearness. 

Crown  Grants  in  New  England 

During  the  reign  of  James  I  the  British  appetite  for  land  was 
whetted  by  the  stories  brought  by  returned  adventurers.  They 
told  of  vast  unsettled  regions  along  the  Atlantic  shores.  Com¬ 
panies  and  individuals  petitioned  the  King  for  grants  of  land. 
Sir  Fernando  Gorges  was  one  of  those  most  active  in  colonizing 
schemes.  In  1620  he  was  largely  interested  in  founding  the 
Council  of  New  England  under  patent  of  the  Plymouth  Com¬ 
pany,  whose  jurisdiction  included  the  region  from  Maine  to 
Maryland.  This  Council  of  New  England  was  a  corporation  of 
forty  patentees.  Among  the  members  of  this  far  from  popular 
“holding  company”  were,  in  addition  to  Gorges,  the  Duke  of 
Buckingham,  the  Earl  of  Lennox,  the  Earl  of  Southampton  and 
Alexander,  Earl  of  Stirling. 

In  1635  the  Council  for  New  England  surrendered  its  charter 
to  King  Charles  under  condition  that  the  territory  of  New  Eng¬ 
land  be  divided  by  share  among  the  members  of  the  Council.  In 
the  division  of  these  shares  Sir  Fernando  Gorges  in  1635  received 
a  grant  “of  the  province  of  Maine  from  the  Piscataqua  to  the 
Sagadahoc  and  hereunto  is  added  the  north  half  of  the  Isle  of 
Shoals  and  also  the  isles  of  Capawock  and  Nautican”  (Martha’s 
Vineyard  and  Nantucket).  Stirling,  another  member  of  the 
Council,  claimed  all  the  islands  from  Long  Island  to  Cape  Cod. 

In  1641  Thomas  Mayhew  determined  to  leave  his  home  in 
Watertown  and  found  a  colony  upon  Martha’s  Vineyard,  and  he 
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wished  to  have  undisputed  authority  upon  the  islands.  He  there¬ 
fore  not  only  obtained  authority  from  “Richard  Vines  of  Saco, 
gentleman,  Steward  General  for  Sir  Fernando  Gorges,  Knight 
and  Lord  Proprietor  of  the  Province  of  Maine  and  the  islands  of 
Capawock  and  Nautican,”  to  plant  and  inhabit  said  islands  with 
all  rights,  privileges,  etc.,  but  obtained  also  two  deeds  of  the  islands 
from  the  Earl  of  Stirling,  the  other  claimant. 

That  Charles  was  beset  by  others  of  his  followers  for  grants 
in  the  region  is  shown  by  the  following  petition:* 

Book  of  petitions 

To  the  Kinges  most  Excellent  Majesty 

Earl  Dorsett  The  humble  peticion  of  Edward  Earle  of 

Dorsett  sheweth  that  whereas  certaine  Hands  lying  on  the 
South  of  that  parte  of  America  called  New  England,  viz. 
Long  Hand  Cole  Hand,  Sandy  poynt,  Hellgate,  Martins  Vine¬ 
yard,  Elizabeth  Hands  and  Block  Hand,  with  other  Hands 
neere  thereunto  beinge  all  under  the  degrees  of  39  and  40 
degrees  2  tenths  lying  on  longitude  nearest  east  and  west  were 
lately  discouered  by  some  of  your  Majesties  subiects  and  are 
not  yet  inhabited  by  any  Christians. 

Your  peticioners  humble  suite  unto  your  Majestie  is  that 
you  would  be  gratiously  pleased  by  your  Highnesse  Lettres 
Patentes  to  grant  him  the  said  Hands,  with  such  powers  and 
authorities  for  sending  ouer  some  of  your  Majesties  subiectes 
with  provisions  to  plant  and  inhabit  the  same  Hands,  &  for  the 
well  gounerning  thereof  as  hath  byn  formerly  in  the  like 
kind  granted  by  your  Majesty  for  other  plantaciones  in 
America. 

And  he  as  in  duty  bound  shall  pray  etc. 

*  State  Papers,  Domestic.  Charles  I. 
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Att  the  Court  at  Whitehall,  20  Decemb:  1637. 

It  is  his  Majesties  pleasure  that  Mr  Attourney  Generali  pre¬ 
pare  a  Bill  for  his  signature  combining  a  Grant  to  the  Peti¬ 
tioners  of  the  Hands  and  other  Landes  aboue  mencioned  with 
such  powers  and  priviledges  as  have  been  Granted  to  the  Earl 
of  Holland  for  the  lie  of  Providence  or  any  other  in  the  like 
kind  for  which  this  shall  be  his  warrant. 

(signed)  Fran.  Windebank 

Whether  or  not  his  Majesty  gave  his  signature  does  not  ap¬ 
pear.  Edward  Sackville,  Earl  of  Dorset,  did  not  make  an  effort 
to  colonize  and  doubtless  only  wished  to  obtain  this  grant  as  a 
speculation.  Thomas  Mayhew,  on  the  other  hand,  sought  title  to 
the  islands  for  the  definite  purpose  of  colonizing,  developing  and 
governing  them  himself. 


1641 

Deed  of  Martha’s  Vineyard 
and 

The  Elizabeth  Islands  from  Lord  Sterling  to 
Thomas  Mayhew 

Whereas  by  virtue  of  a  commission  from  Lord  Sterling,  James 
Forrett,  Gentleman,  hath  granted  Liberty  and  full  Power  unto 
Thomas  Mayhew  of  Watertown  merchant,  and  Thomas  Mayhew 
his  son,  and  their  associates  to  Plant  the  Island  of  Nantucket 
according  to  the  article  in  a  deed  to  that  purpose  expressed:  Now 
for  as  much  as  the  said  Island  hath  not  Been  yett  whole  sur¬ 
rendered  whereby  it  may  appear  that  Comfortable  accomodations 
for  themselves  and  their  associates  will  be  found  there,  this  there¬ 
fore  shall  serve  to  testifye  that  I,  the  said  James  Forrett,  by  vir¬ 
tue  of  my  said  commission,  Do  hereby  grant  unto  the  said  Thomas 
Mayhew  and  Thomas  Mayhew  his  son  and  their  associates,  as 
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much  to  plant  upon  Martins  Vinyard  and  Elizabeth  Isles  as  they 
have  by  virtue  heretofore  of  the  deed  granted  unto  them  for 
Nantuckett  as  therein  plainly  in  all  considerations,  Both  on  the 
Right  honorable  the  Lord  Sterling’s  part  and  on  the  said  Thomas 

Mayhew  &  Thomas  Mayhew  his  son  and  their  associates  Doth 

✓ 

appear.  In  Witness  whereof  I,  the  said  James  Forrett  have  here¬ 
unto  sett  my  hand  the  23rd.  Day  of  October,  Anno  Domini  1641 

James  Forrett 

John  X.  Vahane 
Garrett  Church 

Thirty  years  later  James,  Duke  of  York,  secured  a  patent  of 
this  region  which  superseded  all  former  grants. 

“The  whole  matter  [the  patent  of  James]  was  a  money 
making  scheme.  The  intention  was  to  force  every  land  and  house 
holder  from  New  Jersey  to  Maine  to  apply  to  the  authorities  for 
readmission  of  their  rights  under  the  previous  charters,  together 
with  the  payment  of  a  certain  fee.” 


Extracts  from  Council  Minutes 
at  a  Council  held  at  ye  ffort 
May  ye  14  1670 

Present  the  Governor  Mr  Willett 

M.  Delavall  The  Secretary 

Mr  Mayhews  business  of  Martin’s  Vineyard  to  be  taken  into  con¬ 
sideration  first. 

The  Patent  of  the  Duke  (of  York)  includes  Martin’s  Vineyard 
and  those  other  Isles. 

Governor  Lovelace  to  Thomas  Mayhew 
Mr  Mayhew ; 

I  received  yor  L’re  [letter]  by  yor  grand  child  wherein  I  am 
informed  upon  what  Terms  you  have  hitherto  held  yor  Land  at 
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Martin’s  Vineyard  and  Parts  adjacent  but  ye  Pretences  of  Sir 
F.  Gorges  &  ye  Lord  Sterling,  being  now  at  an  end,  and  his  Royall 
Highness  absolutely  invested  in  ye  Right  to  those  Islands,  ye 
Inhabitants  are  henceforth  to  have  Directions  of  their  Govern¬ 
ment  from  this  Place.  I  doe  advise;  it  hath  beene  soe  long  before 
you  have  made  yor  application  to  me  since  yor  addressing  yor- 
selfe  for  Releife  against  ye  Indians  in  a  Businesse  of  a  wreck  to 
my  Predecessor,  and  his  Commission  to  you  thereupon,  did  in¬ 
timate  an  Acknowledgement  of  being  under  his  Royal  Highness 
His  protection.  Upon  notice  this  last  Yeare  of  ye  like  misfortune 
of  a  Wreck  upon  your  Island  I  sent  to  you  directions  how  to  pro¬ 
ceed  thereupon,  of  which  I  expected  an  account,  but  have  as  yett 
heard  nothing  of  it;  but  when  you  come  hither,  as  you  propose 
and  which  I  very  much  desire,  I  make  no  Question  of  receiving 
Satisfaction  therein  from  you,  as  well  as  in  divers  other  particulars. 
.  .  .  I  pray  bring  all  your  Patents  Deeds  or  other  writings  with 
you  relating  to  those  Parts,  by  which  &  by  our  consultations  to¬ 
gether  I  may  receive  such  intelligence  of  ye  Affairs  there  as  I 
may  ye  better  take  Order  for  ye  future  good  Settlement  of  those 
Islands. 

F.  Lovelace 

Notice  given  to  all  Persons  concerned  in  ye  land  called 
Martyns  Vineyard  to  appear  in  N.  Y. 

These  are  to  give  notice  to  all  Persons  concerned  who  lay 
clayme  or  have  any  pretence  of  interest  in  Martin’s  Vineyard 
Nantucket  or  any  of  ye  Elizabeth  Isles  neare  adjacent 

May  22  1670 

F.  Lovelace 


1671 

Mr  Mayhews  Pattent  from  Govr  Lovelace 
A  Patent  Granted  by  Governor  Lovelace  Govr  of  New  York  to 
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Thomas  Mayhew  Senr  and  Matthew  Mayhew  his  grandchild  son 
&  heir  of  Thomas  in  ye  year  1671.  For  Severall  parcels  of  Land 
on  Martha’s  Vineyard  together  with  twro  of  Elizabeth  Islands 
Viz.  Kay tay muck  &  N annamesit,  and  other  Severall  small  & 
Inconsiderable  Islands  in  Monimet  Bay,  Wch.  of  ye  sd.  Islands 
was  heretofore  Granted  unto  Thomas  Mayhew  Sr.  &  Thomas 
Mayhew  Jun.  his  son  by  James  Forrett  agent  to  Will.  Earle  of 
Sterling  in  whom  the  Government  then  was  &  ye  sd.  Islands  & 
parcells  of  Lands  hath  by  ye  sd.  Thomas  Mayhew  Senr  and 
Thomas  Mayhew  Jun.  his  son  been  purchased  of  the  Indian  pro¬ 
prietors  &  Due  Satisfaction  given  for  ye  Same  whereof  for  Divers 
years  past  they  have  been  and  still  are  in  quiet  and  Lawfull  Pos¬ 
session,  and  to  be  erected  into  a  Mannor  called  Tisbury  Mannor. 
Endowed  with  Priveleges  as  follows,  together  with  all  the  Lands 
Islands  Soyles  Woods  Meadows  Pastures  Quarries,  Mines  Miner- 
alls  (Royall  Mines  excepted)  Marshes  Lakes,  Waters  Fishing 
hawking  hunting  fowling  within  ye  bounds  &  Lymts  afore  De¬ 
scribed  and  all  other  Propity  Comoditye  Emoluments  &  here¬ 
ditaments  there  unto  belonging,  or  in  any  wise  appertaining.  To 
holden  according  to  the  Custome  of  ye  Mannor  of  East  Gren- 
wich  in  ye  County  of  Kent  in  England  in  free  and  Common  Soc- 
cage  &  by  fealty  only  And  ye  Sd.  Mannor  of  Tisbury  shall  be 
held  Deemed  reputed  taken  &  be  an  Enfranchised  Mannor  of  its 
Selfe  and  shall  always  from  time  to  time  have  hold  &  enjoy  Like 
and  Equall  Privileges  with  other  Mannors  within  ye  Government 
and  shall  in  no  Manner  or  any  Wise  be  under  the  rule  order  or 
Direction  of  any  other  place  but  in  all  manner  of  Government 
shall  be  Ruled  Ordered  &  Directed  according  to  ye  Information  I 
have  already  given  for  that  Island  in  Grant  or  hereafter  Shall  give 
for  ye  Good  &  Welfare  of  the  Inhabitants  by  ye  advice  of  my  Coun¬ 
cil.  .  .  .  To  have  &  to  holde  ye  Sd.  Mannor  in  the  Lands  thereto 
belonging  with  all  Singular  ye  appurtenances  &  Premises  unto 
ye  Sd.  Thomas  Mayhew  &  Mathew  Mayhew  their  heirs  &  assigns 
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for  ever.  Yielding  Rendering  &  paying  therefore  yearly  &  every 
year  unto  his  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  York  his  heirs  or  as¬ 
signs  or  to  Gov.  or  Governors  as  from  time  to  time  shall  be  by 
him  constituted  &  appointed  as  an  acknowledgement  two  Barrells 
of  Good  Merchantable  Codfish  to  be  delivered  at  ye  bridge  in  this 
Citty.  Given  under  my  hand  &  Sealed  with  ye  seal  of  ye  Province 
at  Fort  James  in  New  York  ye  Eighth  of  July  in  23  year  of  ye 
reign  of  Charles  ye  Second  King  of  England. 

David  Jamison 


ye  Province  of  New  York 


The  patent  of  Governor  Lovelace  created  upon  the  Vineyard 
and  Elizabeth  Islands  a  distinctly  English  feudal  institution,  the 
Manor.  The  title  “Lord  of  the  Manor”  was  doubtless  very  grati¬ 
fying  to  Thomas  Mayhew.  It  is  probable  that  he  himself  desig¬ 
nated  it  as  the  Manor  of  Tisbury,  that  being  one  of  the  great 
manorial  estates  near  his  ancestral  home  in  Wiltshire. 

The  English  system  of  Lordship  and  Manors  was  not  to  last 
in  America,  but  at  this  time  in  New  York  and  the  colonies  further 
to  the  south,  there  were  many  manorial  grants.  The  only  manorial 
rights  ever  granted  in  New  England  were  these  on  the  Vineyard 
and  Elizabeth  Islands.  These,  as  the  patent  says,  “are  to  be  held 
according  to  the  customs  of  East  Greenwich  in  the  County  of 
Kent,  England.” 

Ten  years  later  in  his  mortgage  of  a  part  of  Naushon  to  John 
Haines,  Mayhew  specifies  that,  “The  aforesaid  land  being  part 
of  the  Mannor  of  Tisbury  shall  from  henceforth  be  known  and 
called  by  the  name  of  Sileby  *.”  .  .  . 

Why  the  island  should  have  been  named  Sileby  remains  a 
mystery,  and  the  name  was  apparently  never  used  thereafter. 

An  unsuccessful  effort  has  been  made  to  link  the  reference  to 
“Sileby”  with  the  story  of  Thomas  Marlow. 

*  Sileby  was  a  small  town  near  Leicester  in  England. 
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The  Indian  deeds  to  Thomas  Mayhew  of  Martha’s  Vineyard 
explain  themselves.  It  would  be  interesting  to  know  just  what 
consideration  was  paid  for  the  island.  It  seems  almost  as  though 
the  illegibility  of  the  original  deed  was  intentional,  as  though 
Mayhew’s  conscience  pricked  him  in  regard  to  this  bargain.  In 
the  copy  recorded  in  Edgartown  it  will  be  seen  that  this  clause  is 
entirely  omitted. 

1634 

Deed;  Seayk  Sachim  of  Monument  to  Thomas  Mayhew 

Be  it  knowne  unto  all  men  by  these  presents  that  I  Seayk 
Sachim  of  Monument  doe  hereby  freely  give  unto  Thomas  May¬ 
hew  of  Martins  Vyneyard.  one  Hand  neare  Wood  his  hole  called 
by  the  Indians  Cataymuck  for  him  his  heires  and  assignes  to 
Injoye  for  ever  witnes  my  hand  this  twentyeth  day  of  April  1654 : 
wittnes  The  mark 

C  achakanossett  of  E  Seayk 

his  Z  mark 
Jonas  ^  his  mark 
Tho.  Leader 
his  O  mark 
Tho.  Paine 


This  is  to  wittnes  that  I  Seayik  Sachim  of  Monument  have 

fullv  6c  absolutelv  bv  seueral  deedes  ^ren  6c  conueisrhed  a  wav 

unto  Thomas  Mavhew  of  Martins  Vinvard  the  Hand  called  Katav- 

•  •  » 

muk  the  Hand  called  Xunamesett  wth  seuerall  other  Hands  named 
in  the  deed  for  him  the  saied  Thomas  Mavhew  his  heires  6c  assumes 

•  o 

to  injoye  [?]  for  ever  against  me  Seayk  Myne  heires  6c  assignes 
for  ever  for  all  the  saied  Hands  I  doe  acknowledge  long  before  this 
daye  to  have  received  of  the  saied  Thomas  Mayhew  full  Satisfac¬ 
tion  and  now  for  that  the  saied  Thomas  did  promise  to  gyve  the 
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saied  Seayk  sometime  one  pound  powder  &  [  ]  pounds  shott  for 

that  I  owe  the  saied  Thomas  Mayhew  fifty  one  shillings  he  paied  for 
me  to  Thomas  Doggett  &  a  Bostin  [?]  I  doe  hereby  acknowledge 
myself  satisfied  for  that  allso  for  ever  soe  that  now  I  payd  the 
saied  (Thasday?)  my  all  [illegible]  &  koyrtes  whatsoever  are 
absolutely  the  saied  Thomas  Mayhews  his  heires  &  assigns  to 
injoye  for  ever  wittnes  my  hand  this  twenty  of  August  1668 
Wittnesses 

Jos/zoNopisqan  Wanookasannet  The  mark  A  of 
his  mark  his  J  marke  Seayk 

Copy  of  Deed  in  Land  Records,  Dukes  County; 
Seayk  Sachem  to  Thomas  Mayhew 

Be  it  known  unto  all  men  that  by  these  presents  that  I  Seayick 
Sachem  of  Monument  doe  hereby  freely  give  unto  Thomas  May¬ 
hew  of  Martin’s  Vineyard  one  Hand  near  Woods  his  Hole  called 
by  the  Indians  Kataymuck,  for  him  his  heires  and  assigns  to 
in  joy  for  ever  witness  my  hand  this  twentieth  day  of  April  one 
thousand  six  hundred  fifty  and  four.  (1654) 

Witness  hereunto  kachakanesset  his  mark 

his  1 1  mark  S  of  Seayick 

Jonas  S  his  mark 
Tho.  Loader  (or  Leeader)  his  mark  S 

Deed  ;  Quaquaquinegat  Sachem  to  Thomas  Mayhew 

This  is  to  witness  that  I  Quaquaquinigat  Sachem  have  for  ever 
sold  for  me  my  heirs  and  assigns  the  Hand  of  Kataymuck  to 
Thomas  Mayhew  of  Marthas  Vineyard  for  him  his  heirs  and 
assigns  to  in  joy  for  ever  without  interruption  of  me  or  any  of 
my  posterity  witness  my  hand  this  thirteenth  day  of  August  one 
thousand  six  hundred  fifty  and  seven  (1657)  and  do  hereby  ac¬ 
knowledge  to  have  received  of  said  Thomas  Mayhew  two  coats  in 
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full  satisfaction  for  the  same,  witnesseth  also  hereto  my  hand  this 
year  and  day  aforesaid. 

Signed  and  delivered  The  mark  of 

in  presence  of  W  Quaquaquinigat 

Thomas  Bayer  (?)  :  Tho.  nocanoonissoc 
the  mark  :o:  of  William  Neayit 

The  very  first  hint  of  a  transfer  of  property  on  the  Elizabeth 
Islands  between  white  men  is  a  shadowy  one. 

“It  appears  that  Francis  Usselton  bought  at  one  time  forty 
acres  at  the  Elizabeth  Islands  of  Thomas  Mayhew  Sr.,  but  the 
exact  date  is  not  known,  and  his  earliest  change  of  abode  may 
have  been  to  that  region.” 

Francis  Usselton  was  reputed  to  be  the  first  householder 
within  the  limits  of  Vineyard  Haven,  probably  about  the  year 
1661.  He  was  apparently  employed  to  occupy  certain  lands  by 
the  owners,  but  his  reputation  was  unsavory  and  he  later  drifted 
to  Rhode  Island  where  his  trail  might  be  traced  by  a  number  of 
court  records. 

The  following  early  deed  of  Nonamesset  from  Thomas  May¬ 
hew  to  his  daughter  Martha  Tupper  was  the  cause  of  future  trouble 
and  litigation,  as  will  be  told  in  a  later  chapter.  It  was  almost  one 
hundred  years  later  that  the  Tupper  claims  were  finally  settled 
by  William  and  James  Bowdoin,  who  in  1760  were  trying  to 
obtain  a  clear  title  to  the  whole  property. 

1666 

Deed  of  Nonamesset  from  Thomas  Mayhew  to  His 
Daughter,  Martha  Mayhew  Tupper 

This  is  to  certify  that  I  Thomas  Mayhew  of  [  ]  Vineyard 

doe  hereby  freely  give  my  daughter  Martha  Tupper  as  part  of 
her  portion,  I  say  freely  give  the  things  I  shall  mention  herein 
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in  this  manner.  That  is  that  my  sonne  Tupper  &  my  daughter 
Martha  shall  in  joy  them  during  their  lives  and  then  for  their 
heirs  and  assigns  to  in  joy  forever,  that  is  a  great  Devident  in  the 
great  Neck  bought  of  peter  foulgier  also  a  lot  on  Cracketuxet 
and  another  on  the  little  Neck  by  Cracketuxet  bought  of  John 
peas,  also  a  lot  on  Chappaquiddick  bought  of  philip  Tabor,  also  a 
lot  of  ten  akers  at  planting  field  bought  of  the  said  peeter  fouldier, 
also  all  the  Hand  of  Nunnamesset  bought  of  Seayick  Sachim  of 
Monument  .  .  .  also  one  sixth  part  of  Natick  lie  which  I  have 
of  pakipness (ite)  by  deed;  with  the  sixth  part  of  whale;  all  the 
aforesaid  lands,  fish  and  whale  I  doe  give  to  my  daughter 
Martha,  for  my  sonne  Thomas  Tupper  and  her  to  in  joy  during 
their  lives,  and  then  for  the  heirs  of  their  boddies  to  possess  and 
in  joy  forever.  But  this  the  said  Thomas  Tupper  and  Martha  his 
wife  are  not  to  have  untill  the  decease  of  Jane  Mayhew  my  wife; 
this  deed  of  gift  the  15th.  day  of  May  1666,  I  doe  hereby  declare 
shall  stand  effectual  against  me  the  said  Thomas  Mayhew,  my 
heirs  and  assigns  for  ever,  witness  hereunto  my  hand  and  seal 
this  15th.  May  aforesaid  1666 

for  me  Thomas  Mayhew 

Witness  hereunto  that  it  was  signed  and  delivered  unto  my 
Daughter  Marthah  the  day  and  year  aforesaid  — 

Richard  S  arson 

Matthew  Mayhew  Recorded  this  10th.  of  February  1676 

In  the  following  September  Thomas  Mayhew  sold  one-quarter 
of  Naushon  to  Peter  Oliver  of  Boston,  and  it  will  be  seen  that  in 
his  future  deeds  this  quarter  part  is  excepted. 

Deed  :  Thomas  Mayhew  to  Peter  Oliver 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  I  Thomas  Mayhew  of  Mar¬ 
tin’s  Vineyard  Mrchant,  and  Jayne  my  wife,  for  &  consideration 
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of  the  sume  of  thirty  pounds  Sterling,  money,  to  be  in  hand  well 
&  truly  payd,  by  Peter  Oliver  of  Boston  in  N.E.  Mrchant,  the 
receipt  wrof  wee  acknowledge:  Have  given,  granted,  bargained 
sould  Assignd,  set  over  Enfeoffed  &  Confirmed,  &  do  by  these 
presents  etc.  —  unto  him  the  sayd  Peter  Oliver,  his  heyres  exec¬ 
utors,  administrators  &  Assignes  for  ever,  one  full  quarter  part  of 
the  greatest  Ysland  of  Elizabeth  Yslands,  beginning  at  the  West¬ 
ern  End,  called  by  the  Indians  Ivatamiwick  being  about  eight 
Miles  long,  lying  North  and  from  Martyn’s  Vineyard  and  South¬ 
ward  from  Monument  Bay,  being  bought  and  purchased  by  us 
of  Quajaccset  Sachem  of  Monument  and  also  of  Quaquaquijott  a 
great  Sachem  upon  the  Maine  neare  Pacannakicke,  are  not  only 
free  Cleare  &  freely  and  Clearly  acquitted  exonerated  &  discharged 
of  &  from  all  former  &  other  bargains,  sales,  gytes,  grants,  titles, 
Dowers,  Morgages,  leases  Incumbrances  wt.  soever  but  shall  & 
will  defend  &  maintain  &  keepe  harmless  ye  same  against  any 
Person  or  Persons  whatsoever  claimeing  or  demanding  the  same : 
etc.  etc :  This  twenty  seventh  day  of  Sept.  1666  etc. 

Signed  sealed  &  Thomas  Mayhew 

illumined  in  the 

presence  of  Jonathan  This  deed  acknowledged 

Krympton  (John  Oliver)  by  Mr  Thomas  Mayhew 

28th:  7th.  66:at  Boston 


1681 

Deed  of  Weepeckets 

Thomas  Mayhew  to  Matthew,  His  Grandson 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents  that  I  Thomas  Mayhew  of  the 
Town  of  Edgartown  uppon  Martha’s  Vineyard  gentleman  for 
divers  good  and  weighty  causes  me  thereunto  moving  as  likewise 
for  the  true  natural  affection  which  I  [bear]  to  Matthew  the  eld¬ 
est  son  of  Matthew  Mayhew  my  grandson  have  given  and  granted 
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and  do  by  these  presents  give  grant  and  confirm  to  him  the  said 
Matthew  a  small  Island  lying  in  Monument  Bay  neer  to  Elizabeth 
Hand  commonly  called  by  the  Indians  weechpacket  for  him  my 
said  great  grandchild  Matthew  to  have  and  to  hold  the  said  Island 
with  all  and  singular  the  rights  and  privileges  and  appurtenances 
for  ever  to  him  and  his  heirs  and  doe  by  these  presents  put  the 
said  Island  into  the  possession  of  my  abovesaid  grandson  Matthew 
Mayhew  as  a  feofee  in  trust  for  the  abovesaid  Matthew  during  his 
nonage  in  witness  hereof  I  have  hereunto  subscribed  with  my  hand 
and  affixed  my  seal  this  fifteenth  day  of  March  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  six  hundred  eighty  and  one  ( 1681 ) ,  alias  eighty 
and  two. 

Thomas  Mayhew 


Witness  our  hands  hereunto 
Isaack  Robinson 
philip  Watson 


1  Thomas  Mayhew  of  Edgartown  upon  the  Vineyard  in  this 
ninetieth  year  of  my  age,  blessed  be  God  being  in  good  health 
sound  memory  and  my  understanding  remaining  with  me  doe 
now  make  my  last  will  upon  serious  consideration  touching  the 
disposal  of  my  estate  and  first  I  give  unto  Matthew  Mayhew  my 
grandson  all  my  pattent  right  that  I  have  not  disposed  of  already, 
the  half  of  my  three  quarters  of  the  Isle  of  Kataymuck,  also  the 
one  half  of  the  land  I  bought  of  Totow  Moshohquin.  ...  I 
also  give  him  half  my  whole  at  Natick  also  all  the  right  I  have 
in  Watertown  mill  in  the  Massachusetts.  .  .  . 

2  —  I  give  unto  my  daughter  Hannah  half  my  three  quarters 
the  Isle  of  Kataymuck  also  the  half  the  land  I  bought  of  Cheesech- 
muck  —  etc.  .  .  . 

And  I  appoint  and  desire  Mr  Thomas  Danforth  of  Cambridge, 
my  son  Tupper  and  Mr  Tristram  Coffin  to  be  overseer  to  my  last 
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will  and  testament  to  be  done,  which  I  praise  God  I  have  written 
with  my  own  hand  this  16th  day  of  June  and  sealed  with  my  seal 
A.D.  1681  Thomas  Mayhew 

Witnesseth 
Ezra  Coyell 
William  Weeks 

1682 

Thomas  Mayhew’s  Mortgage  of  Three-fourths  of  the 
Island  Property  to  John  Haines 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents  that  I  Thomas  Mayhew  of 
the  town  of  Edgartown  uppon  Marthas  Vineyard  for  and  in 
consideration  of  the  summe  of  five  hundred  pounds  unto  me  the 
said  Thomas  Mayhew  well  and  truly  in  hand  and  by  bill  framed 
to  my  satisfaction  and  content  payd  by  John  Haines  late  of  the 
town  of  Boston  in  New  England  merchant  have  bargained  and 
sold  and  do  by  these  presents  sell  etc.  .  .  .  three  quarters  of  one 
of  Elizabeth  Hands  commonly  called  Kataymuck  lying  between 
Marthas  Vineyard  Sound  and  Monument  Bay  which  said  three 
quarters  to  take  beginning  at  the  river  at  the  Easter  end  of  said 
Hand  from  thence  to  extend  Westward,  untill  three  quarters  of 
the  said  Hand  be  fully  comprehended  and  compleat;  a  certain 
neck  of  land  to  the  said  Hand  adjoining  commonly  called  Oak- 
timmy  being  part  of  the  three  fourths  aforesaid,  lying  at  the 
Easter  end  of  the  said  Hand  and  often  parted  or  severed  from 
it  at  high  water;  for  him  the  said  John  Haines  to  have  and  to  hold 
etc.  —  with  all  meadows,  marshes  swamps  woods  timber  —  and 
the  said  Tho.  Mayhew  doth  and  agree  with  John  Haines  that  he 
shall  enjoy  all  and  singular  rights  and  privileges  in  fee  and  com¬ 
mon  soccage  and  by  fealty  only  according  to  the  manner  and 
custom  of  East  Greenwich  in  the  County  of  Kent  in  England 
with  fishing,  hawking,  hunting  and  fowling  without  any  lett  or 
hindrance  ...  or  likewise  all  mines  and  minerals  with  Royal 
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mines  excepted  with  all  other  profits  whatsoever  .  .  .  the  afore¬ 
said  land  being  part  of  the  Mannor  of  Tisbury  shall  from  hence¬ 
forth  be  known  and  called  by  the  name  of  Sileby  and  shall  not  be 
any  otherwise  under  the  said  Mannor  of  Tisbury  than  other  towns 
within  said  Mannor.  .  .  . 

Thomas  Mayhew 


John  Haines  abovesaid  delivered  possession  of  the  within 
mentioned  three  quarters  of  Elizabeth  Island  called  Kataymuck 
alias  Tarpolin  Cove  Island  unto  Mathew  Mayhew;  and  the  said 
Mathew  Mayhew  delivered  possession  of  the  whole  Island  as  like¬ 
wise  this  instrument  of  mortgage  unto  Wait  Winthrop  of  Boston 
the  eleventh  day  of  November  An.  Dom.  1682  in  [presence]  of 
many  inhabitants  of  sd.  Island,  and  the  Indian  magistrates,  as 
likewise  John  Tuvall 


Entered 


Witness  our  hands 

John  Tuvall 
Sampson  nequasummun 


November  15th.  1682 


It  has  been  shown  that  in  the  year  1666  Thomas  Mayhew  gave 
the  island  of  Nonamesset  to  his  daughter  Martha  Tupper  and 
sold  the  west  quarter  of  Naushon  to  Peter  Oliver.  In  his  old  age 
he  gave  to  his  daughter  Hannah  (Doggett)  half  of  his  remain¬ 
ing  Naushon  property,  and  to  his  grandson  Matthew  the  other 
half.  The  whole  of  his  Naushon  property  he  mortgaged  to  John 
Haines.  In  1682  the  island  was  thus  cut  up  into  several  small 
ownerships. 

After  his  death  his  grandson  Matthew  paid  up  Haines’  mort¬ 
gage,  bought  Uncatena  and  evidently  bought  out  his  aunt  Han¬ 
nah  Doggett’s  share,  and  thus  having  obtained  the  clearest  title 
that  he  could,  he  sold  the  whole,  with  the  exception  of  Nonamesset, 
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to  Wait  Winthrop  of  Boston.  When  lie  signed  the  deed  stating, 
“That  he  the  said  Matthew  Mayhew  is  the  true  sole  and  lawful 
owner  of  the  abovenamed  Hand,”  he  overlooked  the  fact  that  the 
western  quarter  still  remained  in  the  possession  of  the  Oliver 
family  whose  claim  Winthrop  had  such  trouble  in  suppressing  a 
few  years  later. 

This  deed  of  sale  of  Naushon  from  Matthew  Mayhew  to  Wait 
Winthrop  for  the  sum  of  £440  is  one  of  the  turning  points  in 
Naushon  history.  At  this  time  the  destiny  of  the  island  to  be  held 
as  a  single  estate  was  settled. 

Deed:  Matthew  Mayhew  to  Wait  Winthrop 

To  all  Christian  people  to  whom  this  [  ]  deed  of  sale  shall 

come.  .  .  .  Matthew  Mayhew  of  Edgartown  uppon  Martha’s 
Vineyard  in  New  England  Esqr.  sendeth  greeting.  Know  ye  that 
the  said  Matthew  Mayhew  for  and  in  consideration  of  the  summ 
of  four  hundred  and  forty  pounds,  currant  mony  of  New  Eng¬ 
land  to  him  in  hand  at  and  before  the  ensealing  and  delivering  of 
these  presents;  well  and  truly  payd  by  Wait  Winthrop  of  Boston 
in  the  Massachusetts  Collonie  of  New  England,  Gentleman;  the 
receipt  whereof  to  full  content  and  satisfaction,  he  doth  hereby 
acknowledge;  and  thereof  and  of  every  part  and  parcel  thereof, 
doth  exonerate  acquit  and  discharge  the  said  Wait  Winthrop  his 
heirs  executors  administrators  assigns  and  every  of  them  for  ever 
by  these  presents,  hath  given  granted  bargained  sold  assigned 
infeoffed  and  confirmed  and  by  these  presents  doth  fully  freely 
and  absolutely  give  grant  bargain  sell  alien  infeof  convey  and 
confirm  unto  the  said  Wait  Winthrop  his  heirs  and  assigns  all 
that  Island  commonly  called  Kataymuck  alias  Tarpolin  Cove 
Hand,  being  one  of  those  Islands  commonly  called  Elizabeth  Is¬ 
lands  lying  in  the  length  by  Marthas  Vineyard  Sound  near  East 
and  West,  and  is  part  or  parcel  of  the  Manor  of  Tisbury  uppon 
Martha’s  Vineyard  aforesaid,  formerly  purchased  by  the  father 
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of  the  said  Matthew  Mayhew,  Thomas  Mayhew  J unr  of  the  Indian 
natives  the  lawfull  proprietors  thereof,  and  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  God  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  seventy  and  one  said 
Mannor  confirmed  by  patent  from  the  honorable  Francis  Love¬ 
lace  Esqr.  then  Governor  General  under  His  Royal  Highness 
James  Duke  of  York  and  Albany  etc.  under  his  hand,  and  seal 
of  the  province,  unto  the  late  Thomas  Mayhew  Senr.  and  Matthew 
Mayhew  his  grandchild,  son  and  heir  of  the  said  Thomas  Mayhew 
Junior  deceased  their  heirs  and  assigns  together  with  all  the  land 
soyle,  meadows,  woods,  underwoods,  moor,  and  timber  uppon 
the  said  Island,  with  all  the  proffits,  commodities,  immunities, 
Rights,  Liberties,  privileges  and  appurtenances  thereto  belong¬ 
ing,  or  in  any  kind  appertaining,  also  all  the  estate,  right,  title, 
interest,  use,  property,  possession,  claim  and  demand  [?]  of  him 
the  said  Matthew  Mayhew  of  in  and  into  the  same,  and  all  originall 
deeds,  charters,  writings,  evidences,  excerpts,  and  miniments  what¬ 
soever  touching  and  concerning  the  premises,  only  fair  and  un¬ 
cancelled  and  tru  and  Authentick  coppies  of  all  such  which  con¬ 
cern  the  same;  with  other  things,  to  have  and  to  hold  the 
above-granted  Island,  commonly  called  Kataymuck  alias  Tar- 
polin  Cove  Hand  all  the  land,  soyle,  meadows,  woods,  moors  and 
timber  uppon  the  same,  and  all  proffits,  commodities,  Rights, 
liberties,  immunities,  privileges,  benefits  and  appurtenances 
thereto  belonging,  or  in  any  kind  appertaining  unto  him  the  said 
Wait  Winthrop,  his  heirs  and  assigns  to  his  and  their  only  proper 
use  benefit  and  behoof  from  henceforth  forever  in  as  full  large 
ample  a  manner  and  sort  as  the  said  Matthew  Mayhew  for  himself, 
his  heirs  executors  and  administrators  doth  hereby  covenant  grant 
and  agree  to  and  with  the  said  Wait  Winthrop  his  heirs  and  as¬ 
signs  in  manner  following  viz.  that  at  the  time  of  this  bargain  and 
sale  and  untill  the  ensealing  and  delivery  of  these  presents,  he  the 
said  Matthew  Mayhew  is  the  tru  sole  and  lawfull  owner  of  the 
abovenamed  Hand ;  and  of  all  other  the  premises  therein  granted 
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and  stands  lawfully  seized  and  possessed  of  and  in  the  same  and 
every  part  and  parcel  thereof  in  his  own  propper  right,  of  a  good 
perfect  and  absolute  estate  of  inheritance  in  fee  simple  without 
any  manner  of  condition  revulsion  or  limitation  of  use  and  uses 
whatsoever  and  holden  in  free  and  common  soccage  not  in  capite 
nor  by  Knights  service,  and  hath  in  himself  power,  good  right  and 
lawfull  Authoritie  to  grant  bargain  sell  conveigh  assure  the  prem¬ 
ises  as  abovesaid;  and  doth  further  covenant  that  the  said  Wait 
Winthrop  his  heirs  and  assigns  shall  and  may  by  force  and  vertu 
of  these  presents  from  time  to  time  and  at  all  time  forever  here¬ 
after  lawfully  peacefully  and  quietly  have,  hold,  use,  occupy, 
possess  and  in  joy  the  abovebargained  premises  and  every  part  and 
parcel  thereof  free  and  clear  and  freely  acquitted,  exonerated  and 
discharged  or  well  and  sufficiently  secured  and  defended  by  the 
said  Matthew  Mayhew  his  heirs  executors  and  administrators 
from  all  former  and  other  grants  bargains  sales  alienations  rents, 
devices,  acknowledgements,  payments,  judgments,  extents,  for¬ 
feitures  writs  in  naylor  Fointures  power  of  [  ?  ]  Mary  his 
wife  and  of  and  from  all  other  acts  bills  charges  and  incumber- 
ances  whatsoever,  and  the  said  Hand  with  all  the  premises  priv¬ 
ileges  and  appurtenances  therewith  granted  and  sold  shall  and 
will  warrant  maintain,  uphold,  and  [  ?  ]  unto  the  said  Wait  Win¬ 
throp  his  heirs  and  assigns  forever  against  all  and  every  person  or 
persons  whomsoever  having  making  or  clayming  any  right  title 
or  interest  therein  or  of  any  part  or  parcel  thereof ;  and  lastly  the 
said  Matthew  Mayhew  for  himself  his  executors  and  administra¬ 
tors  doth  hereby  covenant,  promise  and  agree  uppon  demand  of  said 
Wait  Winthrop  his  heirs  and  assigns  and  at  his  and  their  cost  and 
charges  in  the  law  at  any  time  or  times  hereafter  to  give  more  .  .  . 
ample  goods  and  conveighances  [  ?  ]  and  any  other  act  or  thing  for 
the  most  loyall  confirmation  and  more  sure  making  of  the  said  bar¬ 
gained  premises  unto  him  or  them  according  to  the  true  intent  and 
meaning  hereof  ...  in  witness  whereof  the  said  Matthew  May- 


Deeds  and  Legal  Papers 


101 


hew  and  Mary  his  wife  in  token  of  her  free  consent  to  the  bargain 
and  sale  and  full  value  of  all  her  right  of  dower  and  power  of 
thirds  in  the  premises  have  herewith  put  their  hands  and  seals 
this  Seventeenth  Day  of  October  A.D.  1682. 

Signed  Sealed  and  Delivered 

by  Matthew  and  Mary  Mayhew  and  signed 

by  Hannah  Daggett  in  the  presence  of 

Jeremiah  Dummer 

George  Monk 

J.  S.  Addington 

I  Hannah  Daggett  daughter  of  the  late  Mr  Thomas  Mayhew  Sr. 
deceased,  for  me  my  heirs  etc.  do  fully  and  freely  promise  unto  Mr 
Wait  Winthrop  his  heirs  and  assigns  etc. 
in  witness  my  hand  the  17th.  of  Oct.  1682 

before  Humphrey  Davie 

Wait  Winthrop  evidently  wished  to  make  the  purchase  of  the 
island  one  clear  transaction  with  Matthew  Mayhew.  He  did  not 
propose  to  deal  with  “Aunt  Dagget”  or  any  of  Mayhew’s  other 
creditors. 


Matthew  Mayhew  to  Wait  Winthrop 
Honored  Sr 

Salutations  premised  these  are  partly  to  Salute  you  &  partly 
to  inclose  a  breviate  of  the  pattent  Granted  to  my  Grandfather 
and  myself  of  the  Mannor  of  Tysbury ;  as  likewise  a  coppie  of  what 
in  my  grandfather’s  will  may  seem  to  relate  in  any  wise  to  Eliz¬ 
abeth  Hand,  either  more  remotely  or  more  immediately ;  although 
whether  it  be  the  Hand  or  whether  it  be  other  things  in  the  will ; 
I  claime  not  by  the  will  having  not  long  before  my  Grandfathers 
last  sickness  issued  such  things,  which  on  my  part  might  have  a 
tendency  to  trouble  his  Estate  and  may  if  I  so  please,  I  suppose, 
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claim  over  &  above  said  agreement  by  the  will ;  which  indeed,  all 
things  considered,  cannot  be  called  a  will ;  &  but  when  I  come  down, 
shall  show  you  how  matters  stand ;  and  bring  a  sufficient  attourney- 
shippe  from  my  Aunt  Daggett,  that  you  may  be  satisfied  in  all 
respects:  I  suppose  you  understand  that  although  I  sell  you  the 
whole  Island  for  440  lbs.  yet  if  Mr  Line  should  recover  the  quar¬ 
ter,  I  shall  be  bound  only  to  return  40  lbs.  as  to  Mr  Haines,  with  all 
Dammages :  I  speak  not  thirfore  that  I  think  he  can  ever  recover 
it,  but  lest  peradventure,  if  your  Boston  Government  should 
(though  unlikely)  have  it  annexed  to  their  Jurisdiction,  I  know 
not  what  blinde  illegal  notions  may  come  into  their  more  than 
Monarchichall  crowns;  I  can  now  have  the  same  mony  for  only 
three  quarters;  I  desire  much  to  hear  from  you,  and  when  if  I 
come  to  Boston,  I  may  finde  you  at  home  because  you  intimated 
ye  occasions  might  call  you  into  other  parts  of  the  Country:  my 
Aunt  Dogget,  hath  some  thought  to  visit  her  son  Lawson  at  Bos¬ 
ton:  if  it  be  before  I  come,  if  you  see  cause  to  deliver  her  ten 
pounds,  if  she  desire  it  on  the  account  of  the  Hand,  shall  not  only 
kindly  accept  it  but  further  oblige  me,  who  indeed  without  the 
usual  compliment  of  a  subscription  am  and  desire  to  be  honored  Sr. 

Yor  Affectionate  Loving  friend 

&  humble  Servant 
Matt :  Mayhew 

Be  pleased  to  bear  with  scribbling  &  if  want  of  sense,  attribute  it 
to  great  haste,  being  willing  to  take  this  opportunity  cannot  read 
to  correct ;  V ale 


The  above  said  supposall  about  the  forty  pounds  is  Mr  Mayhew’s 
own  conceite  for  I  made  no  such  condition  with  him  but  he  is  to 
secure  the  title  of  the  whole  to  me  in  all  respects. 

Wait  Winthrop 
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Matthew  Mayhew  to  Wait  Winthrop 

Marthas  Vineyard 
Aug.  26:  1682 

Captne  Winthrop 

&  much  honored  Sr. 

Having  this  oportunitie  by  a  neighbor  thought  good  to 
write  you,  having  not  long  since  sent  you  a  briefe  of  the  pattent 
and  my  grandfathers  will :  by  this  oportunitie  desire  a  line  from 
yor  self  in  the  mattr  of  the  Hand.  ...  I  requested  you  in  my  last  if 
my  Aunt  Daggett  had  occasion  for  10  pounds  you  would  be  pleased 
to  deliver  so  much  on  the  account  of  the  Hand.  She  now  desires  but 
5  pounds  which  she  requesteth  might  be  delivered  to  Mr  Lawson. 
...  I  may  suppose  yor  intent  is  to  keep  the  Island.  If  you  have 
scruple  in  anything  relating  to  it  be  pleased  to  advise  mee,  but  if 
not  shall  be  no  trouble  to  me  other  wise  then  the  honorable  respect, 
and  great  opinion  of  yourself  which  more  induceth  than  the  money ; 
shall  not  inlarge,  but  wishing  you  good  companie  take  leave  I  am 
Yor  Loving  friend  and 
humble  Servant 

Matt :  Mayhew 

Eight  years  later  Matthew  Mayhew,  who  sometimes  acted  as 
agent  in  behalf  of  Winthrop,  wrote  pleading  for  proper  treatment 
and  justice  towards  the  Indians. 

Richard  Sarson  to  Wait  Winthrop 
Monohansett  Deed 

1688 

To  all  Christian  people  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come, 
Richard  Sarson  of  the  town  of  Edgartown  in  Dukes  Co.  in  the 
province  of  New  York  Esqr.  sendeth  greeting;  know  ye  me  the 
said  Richard  Sarson  for  and  in  consideration  of  the  summ  of  three 
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pounds,  good  and  currant  mony  of  the  sd.  province,  well  and  truly 
payd  at  and  before  the  ensealing  of  these  presents  by  Wait  Win- 
throppe  of  Boston  in  New  England  Esqr.  have  Bargained  and 
sold  and  doe  by  these  presents  sell  alien  infeoffe  conveigh,  ratify 
and  confirm  unto  him  the  said  Wait  Winthroppe  a  certain  Island, 
lying  situate  and  being  on  the  North  side  of  Marthas  Vineyard 
Sound  in  the  County  aforesaid  lying  Eastward  of  Tarpolin  Cove 
Island,  and  commonly  called  by  the  name  Monohhanesett  lying 
between  Nunnamesit  island  and  another  small  Island,  being  in 
estimation  about  twelve  acres,  to  have  and  to  hold  the  sayd  Island 
with  the  rights  members  privileges  and  appurtenances,  to  him  the 
sayd  Waight  Winthropp  his  heirs  and  assigns  to  his  and  their  sole 
and  propper  use  behest  and  benefit  forever,  from  me  the  said 
Richard  Sarson  my  heirs  or  assigns,  clayming  and  right  privilege 
or  interest  in  or  to  the  same  or  any  the  members  or  appurtenances 
fore  ever,  by  these  presents  covenanting  for  me  sd.  Richard  Sarson 
my  heirs  executors  and  administrators  to  and  with  the  said  Wait 
Winthropp  and  his  heirs  in  manner  following;  viz.  that  I  the  said 
Richard  Sarson  am  standing  lawfully  seized  of  and  in  the  said 
Island  and  premises  and  at  and  until  the  ensealing  of  these  pres¬ 
ents  have  good  right  and  lawfull  authority  in  myself  to  convey  the 
premises  in  manner  and  form  aforesaid  and  that  the  said  Wait 
Winthropp  his  heirs  and  assigns  may  lawfully  have  and  hold  the 
sayd  Island  and  above  bargained  premises  by  virtue  of  these  pres¬ 
ents  forever,  in  witness  whereof  I  the  said  Richard  Sarson  have 
hereunto  subscribed  with  my  hand,  and  put  to  my  seal  the  second 
day  of  May  An.  Dom.  one  thousand  six  hundred  eighty  and  eight. 

Memorandum  between  the  lines  12  and  13  before  the  ensealing 
of  these  presents  were  underlined  the  words  “or  lying  between 
Nunamisit  and  another  small  Island  aforesaid.” 

Signed  and  sealed  in  witness  of 

Thomas  Savage  Richard  Sarson 

William  Homes 
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Mart.  Vineyd.  May  2nd.  1688 

The  above  Richard  Sarson  acknowledged  the  abovewritten  to  be 
his  act  and 

Before  me  Mathew  Mayhew 
Entered  May  2nd.  1688 


Matthew  Mayhew  to  Wait  Winthrop 

Marshfield 
Sept.  25th.  1700 

Honored  Sr. 

I  cannot  give  you  anie  other  than  common  news  from  yor 
Island.  If  anything  occur  relating  thereto  should  be  glad  to  know 
it.  Our  indians  are  in  good  peace  and  quiet,  and  as  usually  rest  sat¬ 
isfied  in  expectation  of  common  Justice ;  nor  have  I  heard  the  least 
reflections  of  their  hearing  nothing  of  Mr  Pain,  although  to  us,  it 
seemeth  strange.  The  indians  expect  something  will  be  don  and  wee 
hope  will,  for  although  (if  not)  it  would  not  with  us  in  the  least 
endanger  our  quiet  and  safety,  yet  ab  vulgo  dicito,  it  may  be 
thrown  into  our  dish  and  it  hath  been  a  rule,  in  and  since  my 
grandfather’s  time  in  all  things  to  satisfie  them  by  reason  more 
than  authoritie.  And  I  pray  god  it  may  be  well  continued  as  it  was 
well  and  successfully  begun. 

I  understand  by  Mr  Stoughton,  that  the  Indian  concerns  would 
be  considered  in  October.  I  hope  I  shall  not  be  forgotten,  my  head 
as  well  as  tongue,  and  paines  is  always  imployed,  I  beleive  more 
than  you  are  sensible  of.  This  crooked  age  being  wholly  to  subvert 
them,  but  I  shall  not  presume  to  inlarge — ; 

Begging  your  pardon  for  this  wise 
Honorable  Sr 

Yr  humble  svant 

Matthew  Mayhew 
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I  am  forced  now  and  then  to  plead  an  honest  case  for  a  livelyhood. 
Hope  in  my  return  to  visit  yor  Island. 

Shortly  after  1690  the  jurisdiction  over  Martha’s  Vineyard, 
Nantucket  and  the  Elizabeth  Islands  passed  from  New  York  to 
the  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  For  some  time  the  new  authority 
was  not  recognized  nor  accepted  by  those  in  power  on  the  islands. 
This  will  explain  the  reluctance  of  Mayhew  to  take  oath  as  desired 
by  Wait  Winthrop  acting  under  authority  of  the  Governor  of  the 
Massachusetts  Bay  Colony. 


1692 

Wait  Winthrop  to  Isaac  Addington 

t 

Isaac  Addington  Esq. 

Secretary  to  His  Majestys  Province 
of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  in  New  England, 

Sir; 

After  I  had  been  here  and  at  my  Island  some  Time  without 
opportunity  of  getting  over  to  the  Vineyard,  Mr  Mayhew  came 
over  and  went  to  Barnstable  and  as  he  returned  I  met  him  at  this 
place,  and  after  some  discourse  I  told  him  I  had  his  Excellencey’s 
order  to  administer  the  oaths  to  himself  and  the  other  officers  which 
the  Law  required,  in  order  to  their  exercising  their  places  they 
were  commissioned  for,  but  he  utterly  refused  to  accept  of  any 
place  himself,  but  said  he  knew  not  but  his  brother  and  Mr  New¬ 
comb  might,  which  he  should  encourage ;  and  so  went  home  in  his 
canoe  and  after  some  time  returned  me  the  enclosed  papers,  but 
before  that  I  was  well  assured  that  none  of  the  officers  unless  one 
or  two  who  were  not  at  home  would  take  the  oaths,  therefore  re¬ 
solved  that  if  I  had  met  with  opertunity  not  to  have  gone  over  to 
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expose  the  Govnmt  as  well  as  myself  to  contempt  amongst  such  a 
crew  as  I  understand  are  these,  having  no  other  order  to  administer 
the  oaths  and  upon  their  refusal  must  have  but  made  the  same 
return  which  I  now  do.  I  hope  his  Excellency  will  see  cause  to  take 
effectual  orders  to  settle  that  place,  before  they  have  farther  orders 
from  New  York,  which  I  believe  they  will  expect  as  soon  as  a  sloop 
now  in  Tarpaulin  Cove  can  get  there,  by  which  I  believe  they  have 
made  return  to  some  of  the  enclosed  papers  and  desired  farther 
direction.  The  least  that  can  be  done  I  believe  will  be  to  send  the 
Sloop,  and  some  persons  of  the  Council  to  be  joyned  in  Commis¬ 
sion  with  such  Justices  of  the  place  as  may  be  appointed  to  hold  a 
session,  or  Court  there,  which  would  effectually  settle  all  matters  in 
that  place.  I  mean  not  the  Justices  appointed  in  the  former  Com¬ 
mission  by  the  [  ]  crew  before  mentioned,  who  I  believe  would  be 

satisfied  if  they  thought  their  titles  would  not  be  questioned,  and 
would  then,  some  of  them  be  suitable  to  be  continued  in  commis¬ 
sion,  the  Courts  are  able  to  satisfy  in  anything  that  may  be  omit¬ 
ted,  one  grate  matter  that  dissatisfies  is  that  warrants  were  directed 
not  to  their  [  ]  which  is  an  infringement  of  the  liberty  granted 

by  the  Charter  and  not  having  their  representatives  ought  to  be 
excused  from  the  like  assesments  but  for  the  future  if  they  fall  un¬ 
der  the  Govnmt  shall  be  willing  to  pay  their  Dues.  .  .  . 

Wait  Winthrop 


Internal  friction  between  the  east  and  west  sections  of  Mar¬ 
tha’s  Vineyard  represented  on  the  one  hand  by  the  town  of  Edgar- 
town  and  on  the  other  by  Tisbury  and  Chilmark,  to  which  the  Eliz¬ 
abeth  Islands  belonged,  is  shown  by  these  and  many  other  ardent 
letters  of  various  island  leaders,  who  rose  up  periodically  and  un¬ 
successfully  against  the  domination  of  Major  Mayhew.  For  sev¬ 
eral  generations  the  family  of  Mayhew  kept  the  reins  of  power 
firmly  in  their  hands. 
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To  his  Excellency  Gr.  Will’  phips  knght 
Captn  general  and  Governor  of  the  Province  of  the 
Massachusetts  Bay,  and  the  honorable  Council. 

We  most  humbly  petition  that  marthas  vineyard  and  Elizabeths 
Ils  and  its  dependancies  be  considered  and  made  one  town  or  place 
so  one  Representative  might  serve  for  ye  whole  for  we  are  about 
fifty  7  or  8  families  on  the  Island.  The  east  end  of  marthas  vineyard 
was  formerly  granted  by  Mr  Tho.  Mayhew  the  elder  and  since 
confirmed  by  the  governor  of  New  York,  unto  the  inhabitants 
freeholders  their  heirs  or  assigns  for  ever,  to  be  a  township  known 
by  the  name  of  Edgartown  .  .  .  your  most  humble  petitioner 
prayeth  that  Tisbury,  Chilmark  and  its  dependencies  with  all  the 
west  end  of  the  Island,  might  be  made  one  parish  for  the  better 
carrying  out  the  maintenance  of  the  minister  there,  and  under  one 
constable  and  assesment  for  their  majesties  service  etc.  .  .  . 

E.  Simon  Athearn 


1694 

I  proposing  to  Major  Mayhew  yesterday,  that  Tisbury  &  Chil¬ 
mark  be  made  one  for  ye  better  carrying  on  all  publique  affairs 
there. — it  being  absulatly  deny  to;  showeth  your  supplicant 
humbly  praying  this  honorable  house,  that  an  act  might  pass,  that 
all  the  lands  on  north  side  of  Chilmark  &  on  the  westerly  of  Chil¬ 
mark  including  all  west  end  of  marthas  vineyard  be  made  payable 
in  all  publique  tax  and  rats  To  the  Town  of  Tisbury: —  if  that  be 
granted —  Chilmark  will  then  petition  to  be  one  with  Tisbury.  — if 
major  Mayhew  object  this  I  say  it  seems  as  Expedient  as  for  Chil¬ 
mark  to  Jump  over  tisbury — to  Chikkemoo  &  to  Jump  over  ye 
sound  —  to  Elizabeth  Ils  —  The  end  of  this  motion  is  to  heal  our 
being  cut  in  pieces,  and  to  insure  us  all  into  a  compotent  Township 
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to  maintain  the  worship  of  God  &  serve  our  King  &  Cuntry  which 
is  the  prayer  of  your  most  humble  supplycant 

Simon  Athearn 

October  ye  20,1694 

major  mayhew  is  only  a  representative  for  Edgartown. 

1694-169 5 

An  Act  for  ye  better  Settlement  of  ye 
Island  of  Marthas  Vineyard  and  the  adjacent  Islands 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor  Council  and  Representatives  in 
General  Court  Assembled  and  it  is  enacted  by  authority  of  the 
Governor,  that  Marthas  Vineyard  and  Elizabeth  Islands  and  the 
Island  called  Nomans  Land  and  all  other  Islands  lying  there¬ 
abouts  shall  be  and  remain  one  County  to  all  interests  and  purposes 
as  formerly  they  have  been,  by  ye  name  of  Dukes  County,  and  that 
ye  quarter  session  of  yt  board  and  Superior  Court  of  common  plea 
be  then  held  four  times  in  a  year,  that  is  to  say  at  Marthas  Vine¬ 
yard  on  the  last  two  days  of  March  and  December,  and  at  Nan¬ 
tucket  the  last  two  days  of  June  &  September.  .  .  . 

Nehemiah  Jewett,  Speaker 

Mention  has  already  been  made  of  Caleb  Ray  concerning  a 
suit  brought  against  him  by  an  Indian.  It  would  be  interesting  to 
know  what  was  the  connecting  link  between  Caleb  Ray  and  W ait 
Winthrop. 

Caleb  Ray  appears  in  such  divers  connections  that  it  seems 
worth  while  to  trace  his  career. 

In  1684  he  was  keeper  of  his  Majesty’s  gaol  in  Boston.  Next 
he  appeared  in  a  testimony  as  an  inhabitant  of  New  Dartmouth. 

On  March  20th,  1699,  Caleb  Ray  in  partnership  with  Joseph 
Fuller  obtained  from  Wait  Winthrop  a  tract  of  land  on  Naushon, 
just  west  of  Tarpaulin  Cove. 
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In  July,  1699,  Tarpaulin  Cove  was  the  last  port  of  call  of  Cap¬ 
tain  Kidd  before  his  capture  in  Boston.  At  the  time  of  the  im¬ 
prisonment  of  Kidd  and  his  company  Caleb  Ray  was  Keeper  of  his 
Majesty’s  gaol  in  Boston.  Lastly,  in  1704,  in  the  Records  of  the 
Edgartown  Court  House  are  the  complaints  of  Indians  against 
Caleb  Ray,  then  living  on  Naushon. 

Caleb  Ray,  aged  about  thirty-five,  in  testimony  against  one 
John  Smith  appears  to  he  an  inhabitant  of  New  Dartmouth,  and 
kept  a  lodging  house  there. 

The  testimony  of  Joshua  Natstock  aged  38  years  or  thereabout 
saith  that  this  day  the  27th.  of  June  1690  Mr  Caleb  Ray  came  into 
the  Hunt’s  house  in  the  morning  about  9  of  the  clock  to  inquire  for 
me  who  was  there  in  company  of  Mr  Bezal  Emmes,  and  told  me 
that  Sr.  Wm.  Phips  sent  for  me.  I  made  no  stay,  both  going  out  to¬ 
gether.  Ffrancis  Knox  being  in  a  little  room  the  door  being  open  he 
called  Mr  Ray  and  said,  “have  you  your  case  of  bottles?”  Mr  Ray 
answeres  that  he  heard  that  he  had  the  case  Mr  Ray  sd.  “shall  not 
I  have  them?”  “no,”  he  answered,  sd.  Mr  Ray,  “shall  not  Sr.  Wm. 
have  them?”  “no,”  said  he,  “nor  the  king  himself.”  I  made  answer 
that  Mr  Ray  was  made  debtor  for  them  and  that  they  were  his  by 
right,  and  that  he  ought  and  should  have  them,  he  made  answer 
that  he  would  slave  ym.  to  pieces,  and  that  he  saw  Mr  Ray  the  last 
night  [when]  he  was  sent  for  him  by  Capt.  Sugars,  and  further  said 
that  if  he  had  come  in  his  company,  which  he  had  yesterday  when 
we  were  in  the  Common,  they  would  break  his  bones  and  though 
we  were  butt  200  yesterday  together,  this  day  we  will  be  more,  and 
further  saith  not. 

Likewise  Caleb  Ray  testifies  the  same 

Joshua  Natstock 
Caleb  Ray 

The  lease  of  a  tract  of  land  near  Tarpaulin  Cove  to  Caleb  Ray 
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and  Joseph  Fuller  is  framed  and  hangs  near  the  south  door  of  the 
Mansion  House  hall. 

Fuller  was  managing  the  farm,  as  shown  by  the  one  letter  that 
bears  his  name.  Ray’s  name  disappears  from  island  records  after 
the  year  1704  but  Fuller  and  his  son  were  still  at  the  Cove  twenty- 
five  years  later. 

1699 

Lease:  Winthrop  to  Ray  and  Fuller 

this  indenture  made  the  twentyeth  day  of  March  Anno 
Domi,  One  thousand  Six  hundred  Ninety  and  nine,  In  the 
Twelfth  Year  of  the  Reigne  of  our  Sovereigne  Lord  King 
William  the  third  over  England  or  Between  Waite  Winthrop 
of  Boston  in  the  County  of  Suffolke  within  his  Majestys 
Province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  in  New  England,  Esq. 
of  the  one  part  and  Caleb  Ray  Housewright  and  Joseph 
ffuller  Shipwright  both  of  Boston  aforesaid  on  the  other 
part.  Wittnesseth  that  the  said  Waite  Winthrop  for  and  in 
consideration  of  the  Rents  covenants  and  agreements  hereafter 
in  these  presents  mentioned  and  expressed  to  be  payd  done 
and  performed  by  the  said  Caleb  Ray  and  Joseph  ffuller  HAth 
Demised  granted  sett  and  to  ffarme  Letten  and  by  these  presents 
noth  demise  grant  sett  and  to  ffarme  Lett  unto  the  said  Caleb  Ray 
and  Joseph  ffuller  their  Executors  Administrators  and  Assign¬ 
ees  The  Westermost  part  of  one  of  the  Elizabeth  Islands,  com¬ 
monly  called  Tarpolin  Cove,  Scittuate  lying  and  being  in  Dukes 
County  within  the  aforesaid  Province  over  against  Marthas  Vine¬ 
yard. 

The  bounds  whereof  being  as  ffolloweth  viz.  Beginning  From 
the  next  point  of  Rocks  to  the  house  att  Tarpolin  Cove  up  the  said 
Cove  near  a  small  bitt  of  Marsh  and  Soe  running  from  thence  to 
around  pond  in  a  Cedar  Swamp  not  farr  from  the  said  house  and 
From  thence  running  cross  the  said  Island  to  the  Next  point  of 
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Rock  to  the  Westward  of  the  foot  path  that  now  goes  a  Cross  the 
said  Island.  Together  with  all  Lands  Grounds  Uplands  meadows 
and  Swamps  contained  within  the  aforesaid  bounds,  And  all  wayes 
Easements,  waters,  water  courses  pooles  ponds.  Timber  trees, 
woods  underwoods  profits  priveleges  rights  commodityes  emolu¬ 
ments  and  appertanences  whatsoever  thereunto  belonging  or  in 
any  wise  appertaining.  And  also  all  the  Stock  of  Cattell  men¬ 
tioned  and  expressed  in  the  underwritten  and  annexed  scheddule 
(Reserving  and  Saving  out  of  the  above  demised  and  granted 
premises  to  the  said  Wait  Winthrop  his  heirs  and  assignes  One 
hundred  Acres  of  Land  where  he  shall  see  convenient  att  the  West 
end  of  the  sd  Island  for  his  proper  use,  As  also  ffree  liberty  and 
privileges  for  all  such  deer,  wild  turkeys  partridges  and  quails 
which  the  said  Winthrop  hath  .  .  .  upon  the  Island  of  the  above 
granted  premises  together  with  the  Increase  thereof  to  runn  re- 
maine  and  abide  free  and  clear  thereupon  to  the  use  of  the  said 
Winthrop  his  heirs  and  assigns  without  the  Lett  or  hindrance  of 
the  said  Caleb  Ray  and  Joseph  Fuller  or  either  of  them  their  or 
either  of  their  executors  &  adminstrs  or  assigns  in  and  during  the 
terme  of  this  lease) .  To  Have  and  To  Hold  all  the  above  demised 
and  granted  premises  with  their  and  every  of  their  appurtenances 
(reserving  as  above  reserved)  unto  the  said  Caleb  Ray  and  Joseph 
Fuller  their  Executors  administrators  and  assigns  from  the 
Twenty  fifth  day  of  this  Instant  March  viz.  Anno  One  thousand 
Seven  hundred  unto  the  end  and  Term  of  Twenty  one  years  from 
thence  next  ensuing  and  ffully  to  be  compleate  and  ended.  They 
the  said  Caleb  Ray  and  Joseph  ff uller  their  Executors  and  Ad¬ 
ministrators  or  assigns  Yielding  and  Paying  therefore  unto  the 
said  Waite  Winthrop  his  heirs  Executors  Administrators  or  as¬ 
signs  in  Boston  aforesaid  for  the  First  years  Rent  of  said  Terme 
one  eare  of  Indian  Corne  only  if  demanded,  for  the  Second  Years 
rent  Thirty  pounds,  for  the  third  years  rent  Thirty  six  pounds  and 
so  afterwards  to  rise  six  pounds  more  per  Annum  on  every  last 
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Foregoing  years  rent  yearly  and  every  year  successively  dur¬ 
ing  remainder  of  said  Terme  soe  as  that  the  rent  of  the  Last 
yeare  thereof  be  One  hundred  and  fforty  pounds  all  the  said  rents 
(except  the  eare  of  Indian  Corne)  to  be  payd  in  current  money  of 
New  England  on  or  before  the  Twenty  fifth  day  of  March  yearly 
and  every  year  and  during  the  Last  Twenty  years  of  the  said 
Terme.  And  if  it  shall  happen  the  said  yearly  rent  in  manner  as 
aforesaid  to  be  behind  and  unpayd  in  part  or  in  all  by  the  Space  of 
Forty  dayes  next  after  the  said  day  of  payment  on  which  the  same 
ought  to  be  payd  as  aforesaid  being  Lawfully  demanded.  That 
then  and  from  thenceforth  it  shall  and  may  be  lawfull  to  and  for 
the  said  Waite  Winthrop  his  Heirs  Executors  Administrators  or 
assigns  unto  the  said  demised  Premises  wholey  to  reenter  and  the 
same  to  have  againe  retaine  and  repossess  as  in  his  and  their  First 
and  former  Estate  This  Indenture  or  anything  herein  contained 
to  the  Contrary  thereof  in  any  wise  notwithstanding.  And  the 
said  Caleb  Ray  and  Joseph  ff uller  for  themselves  their  Exec¬ 
utors  Administrators  and  assigns  and  every  of  them  do  hereby 
covenant  promise  grant  and  agree  to  and  with  the  said  Waite  Win¬ 
throp  his  Heirs  Administrators  executors  and  assigns  in  manner 
and  Form  following.  That  is  to  say  that  they  the  said  Caleb  Ray 
and  Joseph  Fuller  their  Executors  Administrators  or  assigns  Shall 
and  will  not  only  well  and  truly  pay  or  cause  to  be  payd  unto  the 
said  Waite  Winthrop  his  heirs,  Executors  Administrators  or  as¬ 
signs  the  aforesaid  rent  on  or  before  the  day  aforesaid.  Butt  also 
shall  and  will  att  their  own  proper  cost  and  charges  within  the  said 
Terms  plant  with  good  apple  and  Fruit  Trees  Tenn  Acres  of  Good 
Orchard  upon  the  said  Land  in  Some  convenient  place  and  keepe 
the  Same  Sufficiently  fenced  from  the  Spoyle  of  Cattell  and  other 
Creatures  And  also  shall  cleere  the  land  of  said  demised  premises 
from  Wood  and  Brush  so  as  to  bring  the  same  into  good  pasture 
land  within  the  said  Term,  Only  leaving  upon  the  said  Land  in  con¬ 
venient  places  such  of  the  best  of  the  Trees  as  he  the  said  Winthrop 


114 


Early  History  of  Naushon  Island 


his  heirs  or  assigns  from  time  to  time  shall  appoint  and  order  to¬ 
gether  with  A  Sufficient  Quantity  of  wood  for  the  use  of  the  said 
land  hereafter.  And  shall  not  cutt  or  ffell  any  the  Red  Cedar 
Trees  nor  make  any  Strip  or  Waste  of  the  White  Cedar  Trees 
upon  the  said  land  except  such  of  the  White  Cedars  as  shall  be 
needfull  for  the  buildings  and  fences  upon  the  said  Farme  and  the 
repairs  thereof.  And  also  that  the  said  Caleb  Ray  and  Joseph 
Fuller  and  their  Executors  Administrators  or  assigns  or  some  of 
them  att  their  own  proper  cost  and  charge  Shall  and  will  from  time 
to  time  and  at  all  times  hereafter  during  the  said  Term  of  Twenty 
One  years  hereby  granted  when  and  as  often  as  need  shall  require 
well  and  sufficiently  repaire  uphold  keep  maintaine  and  amend  all 
and  singular  the  houses  edifices  buildings  barns  stables  and  fences 
erected  and  to  be  erected  upon  the  said  demised  premises  in  by  and 
with  all  and  all  manner  of  needfull  and  necessary  reparations  and 
amendments  and  that  in  good  and  tenantable  repaire.  And  all  the 
before  demised  lande  with  the  houses  edifices  buildings  barnes 
stables  and  ffences  standing  thereon  with  all  and  singular  other 
the  premises  soe  well  and  sufficiently  upheld  kept  maintained 
ffenced  and  amended,  Together  with  a  like  stock  of  the  same  cattle 
both  for  kind  and  goodness  with  those  mentioned  in  the  said  sched¬ 
ule  att  the  end  of  the  said  Terme  or  other  sooner  expiration  or  de¬ 
termination  of  this  present  lease  Shall  peaceably  and  quietly  leave 
surrender  and  yield  up  unto  the  said  Waite  Winthrop  ...  his 
heirs  Executors  Administrators  or  assigns.  And  the  said  Waite 
Winthropp  for  himselfe  his  heires  Exec  &  Admintors  and  assigns 
and  every  of  them  doth  hereby  covenant  promise  grant  and  agree  to 
and  with  the  said  Caleb  Ray  and  Joseph  ff idler  their  Executors 
Admintors  and  assigns  that  they  or  any  of  them  paying  the  said 
yearely  Rent  and  performing  the  covenant  on  their  part  and  behalf 
shall  peaceably  and  quietly  have  hold  use  occupy  possess  and  en¬ 
joy  the  abovegranted  and  devised  premises  (reserving  only  as 
above  reserved)  during  the  said  Terme  without  any  manner  of 
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Lett  suite  trouble  denyall  molestation  eviction  ejection  or  inter¬ 
ruption  of  the  said  Waite  Winthrop  his  heirs  Executors  Adminis¬ 
trators  or  assigns  of  any  other  person  or  persons  whatsoever  by 
from  or  under  him  them  or  any  of  them  or  by  their  or  any  of  their 
means  act  consent  title  privity  or  procurement.  In  Witness 
whereof  the  said  partyes  to  these  presents  have  hereunto  Inter¬ 
changeably  Sett  their  hands  &  seales  the  day  and  year  first  above 
written. 

A  scheddule 

Six  Cowes  and  five  calves  one  of  the 
cows  big  with  calfe  Twenty  Sheepe, 

Forty  Goates  and  one  paire  of 
Steeres. 

Wm  Bassett 

James  Hawkins  Jr.  Caleb  Ray 

Eliezer  Moody  Scr.  Joseph  ffuller 

The  deed  from  Thomas  Mayhew  to  Peter  Oliver,  of  one  quar¬ 
ter  part  of  Naushon,  was  evidently  the  root  of  the  litigation  thirty 
years  later  between  Wait  Winthrop  and  the  Oliver  family. 

Oliver  claimed  a  section,  then  in  the  occupancy  of  Ray,  F uller 
and  Blaney.  Winthrop  said  that  as  no  claim  had  been  made  against 
his  title  within  the  five-year  legal  limit  after  his  purchase  of  the 
island,  the  action  could  not  be  carried  out. 

Ray  and  Fuller  refused  to  be  ejected  because  they  claimed 
that  the  sheriff  of  Martha’s  Vineyard  had  no  legal  right  to  serve 
papers  on  the  Elizabeth  Islands,  in  which  they  were  upheld  by  the 
court. 

The  whole  controversy  was  ended  only  by  the  death  of  one  of 
the  plaintiffs,  James  Oliver. 

Edgartown  Court  Record 

Mr  Samuel  Gibson  attorney  for  Nathaniel  Oliver  appeared 
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before  the  opening  of  sd.  court  and  entered  an  action  against  An¬ 
thonio*  Blaine  and  [  ]  to  sd.  action. 

Nathaniel  Oliver  complaineth  against  Anthonio  Blaine  of 
Elizabeth  Island  for  entering  into  and  withold  the  possession  of  one 
fourth  quarter  part  of  the  greatest  of  the  sd.  Elizabeth  Island  be¬ 
ginning  at  the  westermost  and  by  the  Indians  called  Catamock 
the  whole  Hand  containing  about  8  miles  in  length. 

Anthonio  Blaine  declareth  to  the  Court  he  humbly  considers 
himself  not  bound  to  answer  the  plaint  of  Nath.  Oliver  [  ]  against 

him  at  this  court,  for  that  the  marshall  who  arrested  him  had  no 
jurisdiction,  power  nor  power  libertie  for  such  arrest  on  Elizabeth 
Hands  and  for  that  he  humbly  conceiveth  this  power  cannot  by  law 
take  nor  hold  cognizance  of  sd.  plaint,  that  therefore  there  is  noe 
legal  plaint  against  him  in  respect  to  anything  relating  to  sd.  Eliz¬ 
abeth  Hands  or  any  part  thereof. 

The  Court  allow  the  defendants  plea  sufficient  to  barr  farther 
proceedings  in  the  plaint  of  N athaniel  Oliver  at  this  court  and  or¬ 
der  sd.  plea  to  be  outred. 


1701 

October  9  1701 

Honorable  Sir: 

Our  Court  is  just  over,  and  the  case  non  suited  to  the  universall 
Satisfaction  of  Court  and  by  .  .  .  and  Mr  Goff  hath  appealed 
to  plimouth ;  he  was  verie  hastie  to  make  his  plea,  so  that  I  suppose 
we  saw  all  his  strength  and  am  confident  of  the  Case,  I  shall  take 
what  care  I  can  to  direct  Ray,  what  to  do  in  case  they  Enter  or 
send  cattle  thither,  he  Jas.  Leveret,  Haven  and  Mr  Newton  drew 
the  Writ.  The  bearer  being  just  going  cannot  inlarge  and  am 

Honorable  Sr 
Yr  Honr  humble  Srvant 
Matt.  Mayhew 

*  Anthony  Blaney,  a  tenant  farmer  living  near  Tarpaulin. 
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1702 

Wait  Winthrop  to  Mr.  Mayhew  at  Martha’s  Vineyard 

Boston  Mar.  25, 1702 

Sir, 

I  wrote  you  by  Mr  Thomas  when  you  were  at  Mr  Little’s  and 

thought  I  should  have  then  gone  to  New  London  but  was  taken 

ill  and  have  bin  ever  since  so,  and  am  now  not  well  yet  am  forced 

to  take  that  Jorny  still,  my  brother  being  yet  dangerously  ill,  so 

that  I  shall  not  be  able  to  meet  vou  at  Plimouth  at  the  Court.  I 

%> 

think  no  action  against  the  Tennant  ought  to  effect  my  estate  un¬ 
less  I  had  had  some  kind  of  Legal  notice  or  summons  which  I  never 
had,  I  doubt  not  but  what  you  have  already  pleaded  in  law  will 
stand,  for  if  I  remember  yourself  or  somebody  else  used  the  like 
last  Plimouth  Court  which  was  approved  and  will  be  now  confiden¬ 
tial  I  have  heard  they  [The  Olivers]  sue  Ray  etc.  for  not  deliver¬ 
ing  to  them  the  western  most  quarter  of  the  Island,  and  the  very 
west  end  of  the  Island  Ray  and  Fuller  have  nothing  to  doe  with, 
but  is  in  so  many  words  excepted  in  their  lease,  and  it  would  be 
difficult  for  Goffe  to  prove  that  they  have  any  of  what  is  sued  for 
in  their  possession,  for  where  they  live  and  improve  is  near  a  mile 
from  any  part  sued  for,  however  they  not  possessing  the  whole  sued 
for  must  vitiate  the  writt,  for  the  west  end  as  above  is  reserved,  I 
was  told  this  day  that  one  of  their  friends  said  the  last  night  at  the 
Coffee  house  that  Goffe  had  not  given  in  bond  according  to  law  to 
prosecute  the  appeale,  if  so  that  will  conclude  them  for  the  time,  if 
I  had  not  bin  prevented  I  had  intended  to  have  seen  you  before  now 
as  I  wrote  you.  Capt.  Sewall  told  me  but  now  that  he  intended  to 
goe  to  the  Vineyard  after  the  Court  is  over  to  make  enquiry  after 
the  Indian  affairs,  and  the  matter  about  your  sallery  I  understand 
is  deferred  till  after  he  comes  home  again  (for  I  being  not  well  was 
not  at  the  last  meeting)  he  says  he  designs  to  goe  to  the  old  towne 
and  then  to  the  New,  doubtless  he  will  find  better  entertainment  at 
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your  brother’s  or  where  you  may  advise  otherwise.  If  Goffe  be 
worsted  it  will  be  best  to  get  a  bill  of  costs  taxed,  the  execution  be 
not  taken  out  at  present,  if  Capt.  Sewall  goes  I  would  by  no  means 
have  you  not  accompany  him.  You  are  capable  to  inform  him  bet¬ 
ter  than  anybody  as  to  the  Xtian  town  and  if  I  am  in  health  I  hope 
some  time  in  May  to  be  at  the  Island  and  shall  endeavor  to  see  you 
I  am  your  true  friend  and  humble  Servant 

W.  Winthrop 

pray  write  me  a  full 
account  of  all  matters 
at  both  Courts. 

Court  Records  Dukes  County 
Edgartown 

Nathaniel  Oliver  of  Boston  complaineth  against  Caleb  Ray 
and  Joseph  Fuller  in  an  action  of  trespass  [?]  case  that  they  the 
said  Caleb  Ray  and  Joseph  Fuller  doe  Illegally  hold  and  refuse  to 
deliver  unto  the  plaintiff  the  possession  of  one  quarter  part  of 
the  greatest  Hand  of  Elizabeth  Islands  beginning  at  western  end 
by  the  Indians  called  Ivataymuck. 


Nathaniel  Oliver,  James  Oliver,  Daniel  Oliver  and  Sarah 
[Noyes]  complaineth  against  Caleb  Ray  and  Joseph  Fuller  in 
action  of  trespass  and  ejectment. 

Samuel  Gibson  appeared  as  attorney  for  the  plaintiffs  and 
Ma j .  Matthew  Mayhew  appeared  as  attourny  to  the  defendants. 

1703 

John  Winthrop  of  full  age  testifieth  and  saith  yt  he  being  at 
Tarpolin  Cove  on  Elizabeth  Island  in  the  fall  of  ye  year  in  Septem¬ 
ber  last  did  write  a  letter  of  attorney  for  Caleb  Ray  and  Joseph 
Fuller  of  sd.  Island  impowering  Majr.  Matthew  Mayhew  to  an- 
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swer  for  them  in  an  action  by  you  to  be  answered  concerning  their 
using  or  entering  on  Land  on  sd.  Island  being  to  answer  to  Mr 
Nathaniel  Oliver  and  others,  and  being  desired  to  sett  his  hand  as  a 
witness  did  not  doe  it,  but  was  present  when  Ebenezer  Allen, 
Sheriff  Samuel  Gibson  of  Cambridge  and  one  Chase  a  boatman 
was  called  to  witness  sd.  instrument  and  say  or  write,  which  done 
Caleb  Ray  taking  sd.  paper  held  it  out  and  sd.  wee  own  this  as  our 
act  and  deed.  And  verily  beleiveth  ye  paper  now  produced  from  ye 
clerk  is  coppie  of  sd.  letter  of  attorney. 

John  Winthrop 

sworn  in  court  Att.  Elisha  Cook 

clerk 


Plimouth  Mar.  31  1703 


Suffolk  County  Files 
Superior  Court  of  Judicature 

Nathaniel  Oliver,  James  Oliver,  Daniel  Oliver  and  Sarah 
Noyes  appeals  vs.  Caleb  Ray  and  Joseph  Fuller  Appellees,  from 
the  judgement  of  an  inferior  court  of  common  pleas  held  at  Edgar- 
town  Oct.  6,  1702.  In  a  plea  of  Ejectment  commenced  by  the 
said  Nathl.  Oliver  et  al;  This  action  was  taken  entered  at  the  last 
superior  court  for  this  County  and  continued  till  this  Mr  James 
Oliver  one  of  the  parties  of  the  writt  being  dead  pending  this  suit, 
the  action  is  discontinued. 

In  1683  Thomas  Dongan,  late  Earl  of  Limerick,  was  ap¬ 
pointed  Royal  Governor  of  New  York.  Matthew  Mayhew  be¬ 
came  acquainted  with  him  and  was  in  1685  appointed  by  him  mag¬ 
istrate  for  Dukes  County. 

A  curious  transaction  took  place  between  Dongan  and  May¬ 
hew  whereby  Martha’s  Vineyard  together  with  Noman’s  Land 
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and  the  Elizabeth  Islands  were  made  into  one  Lordship  or  Manor 
of  Martin’s  Vineyard,  this  quite  distinct  from  the  Manor  of  Tis- 
bury,  and  the  rights  formerly  vested  in  Mayhew.  A  few  days  later 
this  Manor  was  in  turn  transferred  by  Mayhew  to  Dongan  for 
the  sum  of  £200. 

Shortly  after  this  King  James  was  overthrown,  Dongan  re¬ 
called,  and  a  new  deal  inaugurated  by  the  appointment  of  Henry 
Sloughter  to  be  Governor  of  New  York  under  the  sovereignty  of 
William  and  Mary.  However,  the  titular  right  of  Lord  of  the 
Manor  of  Martin’s  Vineyard  was  still  held  by  Lord  Limerick  with 
certain  fees  and  tribute  exacted  from  the  Indians. 

In  1705  Reverend  Increase  Mather  wrote  a  report  upon  the 
condition  of  the  Indians  of  Martha’s  Vineyard.  This  was  sent  to 
Sir  William  Ashurst,  president  of  the  Company  or  Society  for 
the  Propagation  of  the  Gospel.  Owing  to  his  interest  in  the  condi¬ 
tion  of  the  Indians,  this  society  negotiated  with  Dongan,  Lord 
Limerick,  for  the  purchase  of  these  rights. 

1711 

Samuel  Sew  all  to  Wait  Winthrop 

Boston  7,10,1711 

Honbl.  Sir: 

Mr  John  Dixwell  is  returned  from  England  with  some  degree 
of  light  in  his  countenance.  He  left  a  Packet  at  my  house,  which 
I  found  to  be  a  large  Parchment  Deed.  The  Company  [Society 
for  the  Propagation  of  the  Gospel]  have  purchased  Martha’s 
Vineyard  and  Elsabethe’s  Island  of  my  Lord  Lymerick,  except¬ 
ing  several  grants. 

They  gave  Five  hundred  and  Fifty  pounds  sterling,  money  of 
England.  In  the  deed  there  is  a  letter  of  attorney  to  give  livery 
and  seisin;  and  the  Company  have  made  a  letter  of  Attorney  to 
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several  of  the  Commissioners  to  take  it.  You  are  one  of  those. 
The  Lieutenant  Govr  is  the  first  witness  of  the  Deed,  and  brings 
one  of  the  three  with  him.  He  and  Mr  David  Stoddard  are  in 
Capt.  Studley,  coming  hither  by  way  of  Lisbon. 

I  am  sir  your  most  humble  servant 

Samuel  Sewall 


In  1717  Wait  Winthrop  died.  The  situation  in  regard  to  his 
landed  property  was  as  follows. 

The  landed  estate  of  John  Winthrop,  Jr.,  first  governor  of 
Connecticut,  descended  to  his  son  John  (Fitz-John)  who  died 
leaving  it  to  his  brother  Wait-Still  Winthrop  who  died  intestate 
Nov.  7,1717,  leaving  two  children,  John  and  Ann,  wife  of  Thomas 
Lechmere,  who  in  right  of  his  wife  laid  claim  to  a  share  of  the  real 
estate ;  but  against  this  claim  the  son  who  administered  the  estate 
protested,  claiming  that  the  whole  of  his  father’s  lands  descended 
to  him  from  his  ancestors. 

The  Probate  and  Superior  Court  of  Connecticut  sustained  Mr. 
Lechmere  in  his  claim,  and  Mr.  Winthrop  then  appealed  to  the 
King  in  Council,  “and  on  Feb.  15  1778  he  then  obtained  a  decree 
annulling  the  judgments  of  both  Probate  &  Superior  courts  of 
Connecticut  and  declaring  the  Colony  law  of  Connecticut  to  be 
null  &  void.” 

“The  authorities  of  the  Colonv  of  Connecticut  were  notified  at 

%/ 

their  peril,  to  yield  obedience  to  every  part  of  the  King’s  Council.” 

This  order  was  never  recognized  by  the  courts  of  Connecticut 
or  Massachusetts. 

John  Winthrop  took  up  his  residence  in  England. 

It  is  apparent  from  the  following  will,  which  was  never  ex¬ 
ecuted,  that  Wait  Winthrop  had  at  one  time  intended  to  leave  his 
island  property  to  his  daughter  Ann  as  her  share  of  the  real  estate. 
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1717 

Will  of  Wait  Winthrop  (not  executed) 

Item ; 

I  give  devise  and  bequeath  to  my  only  daughter  Ann  Lechmere 
afore  mentioned  and  the  heirs  of  her  body  lawfully  begotten  and 
to  be  begotten  forever  all  my  Island  called  by  the  Indians  Kata- 
muck,  other  wise  known  and  called  by  the  name  of  Elizabeth 
Island,  als  Tarpolin  cove  Island  lying  over  against  Marthas  Vine¬ 
yard,  with  all  the  lands  stock,  and  improvements  thereon,  in  the 
present  tenure  and  occupation  of  John  Weekes  and  ...  Ful¬ 
ler,  being  with  my  Island  called  by  the  Indians  Nanameset  lying 
betwixt  Tarpolin  Cove  Island  and  Woods  Hole  and  all  other  my 
islets  there  being ;  reserving  only  out  of  the  rents  and  profits  of  the 
said  Islands  and  lands  an  annuity  of  30  pounds  per  annum  which  I 
will  be  paid  to  Kathrine  my  beloved  wife,  for  and  during  such 
time  and  term  as  she  shall  remain  my  widow  bearing  the  name  of 
Winthrop.  Provided  nevertheless  that  if  my  aforenamed  son  John 
Winthrop  or  his  heirs,  at  any  time  or  times  within  the  space  of  20 
years  next  after  date  hereof  shall  pay  or  cause  to  be  paid  to  the 
said  daughter  Lechmere  or  her  heirs  the  sum  of  2000  pounds,  then 
and  in  such  case  I  hereby  revoke  the  devise  of  the  said  Islands, 
lands  and  stock  to  my  said  daughter  Lechmere  and  give  and  de¬ 
vise  the  same  to  my  said  son  John  and  his  heirs  forever. 

John  Winthrop,  F.  R.  S.,  continued  to  exercise  authority  over 
the  islands  after  his  father’s  death.  It  was  his  intention  to  sell  them 
when  a  favorable  opportunity  occurred.  One  nibble  came  from 
an  interesting  source.  In  the  year  1730  the  Irish  philosopher  Dean 
Berkeley,  then  looking  about  for  a  site  for  his  proposed  college 
for  the  education  of  pastors  and  missionaries,  was  given  the  refusal 
of  these  islands. 

From  Naushon  might  have  gone  forth  teachers  and  preachers 
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destined  to  spread  abroad  the  inspiration  of  their  leader,  whose 
dream  he  expressed  in  these  familiar  lines : 

“Westward  the  course  of  Empire  takes  its  way; 

The  first  four  acts  already  passed. 

A  fifth  shall  close  the  drama  with  the  day; 

Times  noblest  offspring  is  the  last.” 

1730 

To  the  Revd.  Mr  Dean  Berkely  at  Rhode  Island 

Bank  Building,  27th.  Jan.  1730 

Rev.  Sir; 

Mr  Winthrop  mentioned  in  my  former  letter,  desires  me  to 
offer  you  the  refusal  of  2  or  3  islands  belonging  to  him  called  Eliz¬ 
abeth  Islands,  which  are  between  Rhode  Island  and  Martha’s 
Vineyard,  if  you  should  be  inclined  to  make  any  more  purchases 
in  New  England  or  if  not  perhaps  Messers  James  and  Dalton  may 
be  disposed  to  purchase  an  estate  so  valuable  as  these  Islands  are 
capable  of  being  made,  and  tho  Mr  Winthrop  did  not  set  any  price, 
he  assured  me  if  you  were  inclined  to  buy  them,  you  should  have 
them  a  penny  worth  provided  you  signified  your  inclination  before 
he  treated  with  another  person.  My  humble  service  to  your  lady 
and  to  Messers  James  &  Dalton  who  I  hope  don’t  repent  their 
voyage,  tho  they  underwent  greater  difficulties  than  most  people 
do  to  visit  America.  May  God  Almighty  direct  you  for  the  best 
in  what  remains  to  be  done  to  accomplish  your  design  is  the  wish  of 

Revd.  Sir  your  most  Obt.  &  humble  Servant 
Henry  Nurman* 

The  next  important  turning  point,  marked  by  a  long  and 
tedious  deed,  is  the  sale  of  Naushon  by  John,  son  of  Wait  Win¬ 
throp,  to  James  Bowdoin,  a  notable  merchant  of  Boston.  This 

*  Librarian  of  Harvard  University.  Went  to  England;  became  Secretary 
of  Society  for  Propagation  of  Christian  Morals. 
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deed  was  executed  in  the  year  1730;  the  whole  transaction  was 
only  finally  cleared  up  and  consummated  about  thirty  years  later. 
However,  Bowdoin  entered  into  possession  and  the  long  period 
of  Bowdoin  ownership  begins  at  this  time. 

The  manuscript  deed  was  found  and  still  (1934)  remains  in 
the  safe  in  the  office  of  J.  M.  Forbes  &  Company,  in  Boston. 

In  this  deed  no  mention  is  made  of  the  claim  to  one-third  of 
the  property  by  Ann  Lechmere,  by  right  of  inheritance  from  her 
father  who  died  intestate.  The  island  of  Nonamesset  is  included 
in  the  deed  although  the  title  is  not  clear.  The  claims  of  the 
Tupper  family,  which  culminated  in  their  forcible  entry  and  eject¬ 
ment  in  the  year  1724,  were  not  settled  until  1760. 


Deed:  John  Winthrop  to  James  Bowdoin 

This  Indenture  made  the  Thirteenth  day  of  April  in  the  third 
year  of  the  reign  of  our  Sovereign  Lord  George  the  Second  by 
the  Grace  of  God  of  Great  Britain  (ffrance)  and  Ireland,  King 
Defender  of  the  ffaith  etc.  Anno  Domini  1730  Between  John 
Winthrop  of  New  London  in  the  Colony  of  Connecticut  in  New 
England  Esq.  now  residing  in  the  City  of  London  in  Great 
Britain  only  son  and  heir  of  Major  Generali  Waite  Winthrop  of 
Boston  in  New  England  Esq.  his  late  ffather  deceased  and  Anne 
Winthrop  wife  of  the  said  John  Winthrop  of  the  one  part 
and  John  Wilkinson  of  the  city  of  London  aforesaid  Merchant 
of  the  other  part  Witnesseth  that  for  and  in  consideration  of  the 
sume  of  ten  shillings  apiece  of  lawful  money  of  Great  Britain  to 
the  said  John  Winthrop  and  Anne  his  wife  in  hand  at  or  before 
the  ensealing  and  delivery  of  these  presents  by  the  said  John 
Wilkinson  well  and  truly  paid  The  severall  receipts  whereof  are 
hereby  respectively  acknowledged.  They  the  said  John  Win¬ 
throp  and  Anne  his  wife  Have  and  each  of  them  Hath  bargained 
and  sold  by  these  presents  Do  and  each  of  them  Doth  bargain  and 


'  •  .  V  -»  t  "7 


James  Bowdoin  (I),  a  Notable  Merchant  of  Boston.  Painted  by  Joseph  Badger  in  1747 
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sell  unto  the  said  John  Wilkinson  All  that  Island  or  Compass  of 
land  bounded  all  around  with  sea  or  salt  water  commonly  called 
or  known  by  the  name  of  Catamock  or  Tarpolin  Cove  or  by  what¬ 
soever  other  name  or  names  the  same  is  or  hath  been  called  or 
known  containing  by  computation  Eight  Miles  in  Length  and 
Two  Miles  in  Breadth  or  thereabouts  be  the  same  more  or  less 
situate  lying  and  being  within  the  Province  of  Massachusetts 
Bay  in  New  England  near  unto  a  certain  Island  there  on  the 
South  East  part  thereof  called  Martins  Vinyard  and  being 
bounded  on  the  South  or  South  East  part  thereof  by  the  sea  or 
salt  water  running  between  the  said  Island  called  Catamock  or 
Tarpolin  Cove  and  the  said  Island  called  Martins  Vinyard  and 
being  bounded  on  the  North  or  North  West  side  thereof  by  the 
Sea  or  Salt  Water  there  called  Monument  Bay  And  Also  all  that 
other  Island  or  Compass  of  land  bounded  all  around  by  sea  or 
salt  water  commonly  called  or  known  by  the  name  of  Nonomas- 
sett  or  by  whatsoever  other  name  or  names  the  same  is  or  hath 
been  called  or  known  situate  lying  and  being  within  the  Province 
of  Massachusetts  Bay  aforesaid  near  unto  the  said  Island  called 
Catamock  or  Tarpolin  Cove  and  between  the  same  Island  and  a 
neck  of  land  called  Woods  Hole  and  being  bounded  on  the  South 
or  South  East  part  thereof  by  the  sea  or  salt  water  running  be¬ 
tween  the  said  Island  called  Nonomassett  and  the  said  Island 
called  Martins  Vinyard  and  being  bounded  on  the  North  or  North 
West  part  thereof  by  the  sea  or  Salt  water  there  called  Monument 
Bay  And  Also  all  that  Lott  of  Land  of  him  the  said  John  Win- 
throp  being  part  of  the  said  Neck  of  Land  called  Woods  Hole 
lying  over  against  the  said  Island  called  Nonamasset.  And  also 
all  and  every  the  Messuages  Tenements,  Houses  Barns  Stables 
Edifices  Buildings  Lands  Meadows  Pastures,  ffeedings  ffields 
closes  and  enclosed  Grounds  and  Hereditaments  whatsoever 
.  .  .  which  have  been  at  any  time  heretofore  mortgaged  by  the 
said  John  Winthrop  to  James  Bowdoin  of  Boston  in  New  Eng- 
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land  aforesaid  Merchant  together  with  all  Trees  Underwoods 
Hedges  and  Ditches,  Mounds  ffences  Ways  Paths,  Passages 
Lights,  Easements  Waters  Watercourses  Priveleges  Profitts 
Advantages  ^franchises  Liberties  Emoluments  and  Appurter- 
nances  whatsoever,  in  about  or  belonging  to  the  said  Islands  lands 
hereditaments  and  premises  or  any  or  either  of  them  And  the 
revertion  and  revertions  and  remainder  and  remainders  Rents  Is¬ 
sues  and  Profits  of  all  and  singular  the  said  premises  and  of  every 
part  and  parcell  thereof  To  Have  and  To  Hold  the  said  Islands 
Messuages  Tenements  lands  hereditaments  and  all  and  singular 
other  the  premises  herein  before  mentioned  and  hereby  intended  to 
be  bargained  and  sold  with  their  and  every  of  their  appurtenances 
unto  the  said  John  Wilkinson  his  Executors  Administrators  and 
Assigns  from  the  day  next  before  the  day  of  the  date  of  these  pres¬ 
ents  for  and  during  and  unto  the  full  End  and  Terme  of  one  whole 
year  from  thence  next  ensuing  and  fully  to  be  complete  and  ended 
Yielding  and  Paying  therefore  the  Rent  of  one  Pepper-corne  only 
on  the  feast  day  of  the  Birth  of  our  Lord  Christ  now  next  ensuing 
(if  the  same  shall  be  lawfully  demanded)  To  the  interest  and  pur¬ 
pose  that  by  force  and  virtue  of  these  presents  and  of  the  statute 
for  transferring  of  uses  into  possession  the  said  John  Wilkinson 
may  be  in  the  full  and  actual  possession  of  the  said  hereby  bar¬ 
gained  premises  and  may  thereby  be  enabled  to  accept  and  take  a 
Grant  and  Release  of  the  Revertion  and  inheritance  thereof  to 
him  and  his  heirs  forever  To  the  use  of  him  and  his  heirs  forever 
In  Witness  whereof  the  said  partys  to  these  presents  have  here¬ 
unto  sett  their  hand  and  seals  the  day  and  year  first  above  written. 

John  Winthrop 

Deed:  John  Winthrop  to  James  Bowdoin 

This  Indenture  Tripartite  made  the  ffourteenth  day  of  April 
—  in  the  third  year  of  the  Reign  of  our  Sovereign  Lord  George 
the  Second  by  the  Grace  of  God  of  Great  Britain  ff  ranee  and 
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Ireland  King  Defender  of  the  ffaith.  Anno  Domini  1730  Be¬ 
tween  John  Winthrop  of  New  London  in  the  Colony  of  Con¬ 
necticut  in  New  England  Esq.  now  residing  in  the  City  of  Lon¬ 
don  in  Great  Britain  only  son  and  heir  of  Major  Generali  Waite 
Winthrop  of  Boston  in  New  England  Esq.  his  late  ffather  de¬ 
ceased  and  Anne  Winthrop  wife  of  the  said  John  Winthrop  of 
the  first  part  James  Bowdoin  of  Boston  in  New  England  afore¬ 
said  Merchant  of  the  second  part  and  John  Wilkinson  of  the 
City  of  London  aforesaid  Merchant  of  the  third  part  Whereas  in 
or  about  the  Month  of  January  which  was  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventeen  the  said  James 
Bowdoin  did  advance  and  lend  unto  the  said  J ohn  Winthrop  the 
sume  or  value  of  one  thousand  five  hundred  pounds  current  money 
of  New  England  or  Province  Bills  to  supply  his  then  occasions 
And  the  said  John  Winthrop  in  or  about  the  same  month  of 
January  1717  or  at  some  other  time  by  way  of  Mortgage  for 
securing  the  repayment  of  the  said  one  thousand  five  hundred 
pounds  and  interest  for  the  same  unto  the  said  James  Bowdoin 
did  by  one  or  more  deed  or  deeds  under  his  hand  and  seale  by 
him  duly  executed  convey  unto  the  said  James  Bowdoin  All  and 
singular  the  Islands  Messuages  Lands  Tenements  and  Heredita¬ 
ments  herein  aforementioned  or  intended  to  be  hereby  granted 
and  released  by  certain  Names  Additions  and  Descriptions  and 
in  such  manner  and  for  such  Estate  and  Interest  and  subject 
to  such  Right  and  Equity  of  Redemption  as  is  and  are  mentioned 
expressed  limited  and  declared  for  that  purpose  in  and  by  the 
said  Deed  or  Deeds  of  Conveyance  or  Mortgage  thereof  As  in 
and  by  the  said  Deed  or  Deeds  of  Conveyance  or  Mortgage  rela¬ 
tion  being  thereunto  had  more  fully  and  at  large  may  appear 
And  Whereas  the  said  James  Bowdoin  did  sometime  afterwards 
advance  and  lend  unto  the  said  John  Winthrop  the  further  sume 
of  ffour  hundred  and  sixty  pounds  (lb.  460)  of  like  current  money 
of  New  England  or  Province  Bills  for  that  sume  and  thereupon 
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the  said  John  Winthrop  did  enter  into  and  become  bound  unto 
the  said  J ames  Bowdoin  in  some  Bond  or  other  security  for  Re¬ 
payment  unto  him  of  the  said  lbs.  460  and  interest  for  the  same 
at  a  certain  time  therein  limited  and  appointed  for  that  purpose 
now  passed  and  elapsed  And  whereas  no  part  of  the  said  severall 
principall  sumes  of  one  thousand  five  hundred  pounds  (£1500) 
and  four  hundred  and  sixty  pounds  (£460)  or  of  either  of  them 
hath  been  yet  paid  or  satisfied  to  the  said  James  Bowdoin  And 
whereas  the  said  John  Winthrop  and  John  Wilkinson  for  and 
on  behalf  of  the  said  James  Bowdoin  have  accounted  together 
touching  the  said  two  severall  principall  sumes  of  £1500  and 
£460  and  the  Interest  due  thereon  untill  and  upon  the  Thirteenth 
day  of  ffebruery  now  last  past  and  there  then  remained  due  and 
owing  to  the  said  James  Bowdoin  and  by  and  from  the  said  John 
Winthrop  for  principall  and  interest  to  the  13th  day  of  February 
now  last  past  in  the  whole  the  sume  of  Two  thousand  four  hun¬ 
dred  and  eighty  two  pounds  fifteen  shillings  (£2482/15)  current 
money  of  New  England  and  no  more  and  which  sume  of  £2482/15 
currant  money  of  New  England  is  computed  settled  and  agreed 
by  and  between  the  said  partys  hereto  to  be  of  the  value  of  Eight 
hundred  and  twenty  seven  pounds  and  twelve  shillings  (£827/12) 
Sterling  money  of  Great  Britain  and  no  more,  And  Whereas  the 
said  John  Wilkinson  for  and  on  behalf  of  the  said  James  Bow¬ 
doin  hath  contracted  and  agreed  with  the  said  John  Winthrop 
for  the  absolute  purchase  of  the  ffee  simple  and  Inheritance  of 
all  and  singular  the  Islands  Messuages  Lands  Tenements  Here¬ 
ditaments  and  premises  comprised  in  the  said  Deed  or  Deeds  of 
Mortgage  and  hereinafter  mentioned  or  intended  to  be  hereby 
granted  and  released  at  and  for  the  sum  of  Three  thousand  pounds 
of  lawful  money  of  Great  Britain  paid  and  to  be  paid  and  secured 
in  such  manner  as  hereinafter  is  mentioned  Now  this  Indenture 
Witnessetli  that  for  and  in  consideration  and  in  full  discharge  and 
satisfaction  of  and  for  the  said  sume  of  £2482/15  current  money 
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of  New  England  so  due  and  owing  to  the  said  James  Bowdoin 
as  aforesaid  being  of  the  value  of  £827/12  sterling  money  of 
Great  Britain  and  which  is  hereby  accordingly  agreed  and  ac¬ 
cepted  by  the  said  John  Winthrop  as  and  for  the  sume  or  value 
of  £827/12  sterling  money  of  Great  Britain  in  part  and  toward 
payment  and  satisfaction  of  the  said  sume  or  purchase  money  of 
£3000  and  for  and  in  consideration  of  the  sume  of  £500  lawful 
money  of  Great  Britain  already  paid  and  advanced  to  the  said 
John  Winthrop  by  the  said  John  Wilkinson  before  the  day  of 
the  date  hereof  and  of  the  sume  of  £1000  of  like  lawful  money  of 
Great  Britain  on  the  day  of  the  date  of  these  presents  and  at  or 
before  the  Ensealing  and  Delivery  hereof  in  hand  well  and  truly 
paid  by  the  said  John  Wilkinson  to  the  said  John  Winthrop 
making  together  the  sum  of  £1500  in  further  part  and  toward 
payment  and  satisfaction  of  the  said  Sume  or  Purchase  money 
of  £3000  The  Receipts  of  which  said  severall  sumes  of  ffive  hun¬ 
dred  pounds  and  One  thousand  pounds  he  the  said  John  Win¬ 
throp  doth  hereby  acknowledge  and  thereof  and  therefrom 
doth  acquitt  release  and  discharge  the  said  John  Wilkinson  and 
James  Bowdoin  and  each  of  them  their  and  each  of  their  Heirs 
Executors  Administrators  and  every  of  them  for  ever  by  these 
presents  And  also  for  and  in  Consideration  of  the  sume  of 
£2017/5  current  money  of  New  England  secured  to  be  paid  to 
the  said  John  Winthrop  by  one  Bill  of  Exchange  bearing  even 
date  with  these  presents  drawn  by  the  said  John  Wilkinson  upon 
the  said  James  Bowdoin  at  Boston  for  the  like  sume  payable  to 
the  said  John  Winthrop  on  his  Order  at  forty  days  sight  and  by 
One  Bond  or  Obligation  under  the  hand  and  seale  of  the  said 
John  Wilkinson  bearing  even  date  likewise  with  these  presents 
wherein  and  whereby  the  said  John  Wilkinson  is  become  and 
stands  bound  unto  the  said  John  Winthrop  in  the  penale  sume 
of  £1344  lawful  money  of  Great  Britain  with  Condition  there¬ 
under  written  for  the  due  payment  of  the  said  Bill  of  Exchange 
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and  which  sum  of  £2017/5  current  money  of  New  England  is 
computed  settled  and  agreed  by  and  between  the  said  parties 
hereto  to  he  of  the  full  value  of  £672/8  sterling  of  Great  Britain 
and  no  more  And  the  said  Bill  of  Exchange  is  hereby  accordingly 
agreed  and  accepted  by  the  said  John  Winthrop  as  and  for  the 
value  of  £672/8  sterling  money  of  Great  Britain  in  further  part 
and  full  payment  and  satisfaction  of  and  for  the  said  Sume  or 
Purchase  money  of  £3000  And  in  persuance  of  and  performance 
of  certain  articles  of  agreement  hearing  date  the  Thirteenth  day 
of  ffebruary  now  last  passed  made  or  mentioned  to  be  made  be¬ 
tween  the  said  John  Winthrop  of  the  one  part  and  the  said  John 
Wilkinson  of  the  other  part  He  the  said  John  Winthrop  and  the 
said  Ann  his  Wife  Have  and  each  of  them  Hath  granted  bargained 
sold  aliened  released  and  confirmed  And  by  these  presents  Ho  and 
each  of  them  Doth  grant  bargain  sell  alien  release  and  confirm 
unto  the  said  John  Wilkinson  in  his  actual  possession  now  being 
of  the  Islands  Messuages  Lands,  tenements,  hereditaments  and 
premises  hereinafter  mentioned  or  intended  to  be  hereby  granted 
and  released  by  virtue  of  a  Bargain  and  Sale  to  him  thereof  made 
by  the  said  John  Winthrop  and  Ann  his  wife  in  consideration  of 
ten  shillings  apiece  to  them  paid  by  the  said  John  Wilkinson  by 
indenture  bearing  the  date  the  dav  next  before  the  dav  of  the  date 
hereof  for  one  whole  year  commencing  from  the  day  next  before 
the  day  of  the  sale  thereof  and  by  force  of  the  statute  for  trans¬ 
ferring  of  use  and  possession  and  to  his  heirs  and  assigns  forever 
All  that  Island  or  Compass  of  land  bounded  all  around  with  Sea 
or  Salt  water  commonly  called  or  known  by  the  name  of  Catamock 
or  Tarpolin  Cove  or  by  whatsoever  other  name  or  names,  the  same 
is  or  hath  been  called  or  known,  containing  by  Computation  Eight 
Miles  in  Length  and  two  Miles  in  Breadth  or  thereabouts  be  the 
same  more  or  less  situate  lying  and  being  within  the  Province  of 
Massachusetts  Bay  in  New  England  (here  follows  exact  descrip¬ 
tion  as  above)  .  .  .  lands  meadows  pastures  fencings  fields  closes 


Deeds  and  Legal  Papers 


131 


and  enclosed  grounds  and  hereditaments  whatsoever  which  have 
been  at  any  time  heretofore  mortgaged  by  the  said  John  Win- 
throp  to  the  said  James  Bowdoin  together  with  all  Trees  Woods 
underwoods,  hedges,  —  Ditches  Mounds  ffences  Ways  Paths 
Passages  lights  Easements  Waters  Water  courses  Priveleges 
Profits  Advantages  ^franchises  Libertys  Emoluments  and  Ap¬ 
purtenances  whatsoever  in  about  or  belonging  to  the  said  Islands 
Lands  Hereditaments  and  Premises  or  any  or  either  of  them  And 
the  Revertion  and  Revertions,  Remainder  and  Remainders  Rents 
Issues  and  Profits  of  all  and  singular  the  said  premises  and  of 
every  part  parcel  thereof  And  all  the  Estate  Right  Title  Interest 
Benefitt  and  Equity  of  Redemption  Trust  Property  Claim  and 
demand  whatsoever  of  them  the  said  John  Winthrop  and  Anne  his 
Wife  or  either  of  them  therein  or  thereunto  in  Law  or  Equity  or 
otherwise  howsoever  Together  with  all  Deeds  Evidences  Writings 
touching  and  concerning  the  said  premises  or  any  part  thereof 
which  he  the  said  John  Winthrop  now  hath  in  his  Custody  or  Power 
or  which  he  can  come  by  without  suit  in  Law  or  Equity. 

To  Have  and  to  Hold  the  said  Islands  Messuages  Tenements 
Lands  Hereditaments  and  all  and  singular  other  the  premises 
herein  before  mentioned  and  hereby  intended  to  be  granted  and 
released  with  their  and  every  of  their  appurtenances  unto  the  said 
John  Wilkinson  his  Heirs  and  Assigns  forever.  To  the  only 
proper  use  and  behoofe  of  the  said  John  Wilkinson  and  of  his 
heirs  and  assigns  forever  In  Trust  nevertheless  for  the  said  James 
Bowdoin  .  .  .  and  to  or  for  no  other  use  trust  intent  or  purpose 
whatsoever  And  the  said  John  Winthrop  doth  hereby  for  himself 
his  Heirs  and  Executors  and  Administrators  Covenant  promise 
grant  and  agree  to  and  with  the  said  John  Wilkinson  his  Heirs 
and  Assigns  and  to  and  with  every  of  them  in  manner  and  form 
following  (that  is  to  say)  That  he  the  said  John  Winthrop  for  and 
notwithstanding  any  act  matter  or  thing  whatsoever  by  him  the 
said  John  Winthrop  or  by  the  said  Major  Generali  Wait  Win- 
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throp  his  late  ffather  deceased  or  either  of  them  or  by  any  other  of 
the  ancestors  of  the  said  John  Winthrop  done  committed  or  wit¬ 
tingly  or  willingly  suffered  to  the  contrary  now  at  the  time  of  the 
Ensealing  and  Delivery  of  these  presents  is  and  standeth  lawfully 
rightfully  and  absolutely  seized  of  and  in  the  said  Islands  Mes¬ 
suages  Tenements  Lands  Hereditaments  and  all  and  singular 
other  the  premises  herein  before  mentioned  and  hereby  intended 
to  be  granted  and  released  of  a  good  sure  perfect  absolute  and  in- 
defeazable  Estate  of  Inheritance  in  ffee  simple  without  any  Re- 
vertion  or  Remainder  to  or  in  the  King’s  Majesty  his  Heirs  or  Suc¬ 
cessors  or  to  or  in  any  other  person  or  persons  whatsoever  And  that 
without  any  Condition  Proviso  Limitation  Power  of  Revocation 
or  other  matter  or  thing  whatsoever  to  alter  change  charge  revoke 
make  void  or  determine  the  same  And  that  for  and  notwithstand¬ 
ing  any  such  act  matter  or  thing  as  aforesaid  he  the  said  John  Win¬ 
throp  now  hath  in  himself  good  right,  true  title  full  power  and  law- 
full  and  absolute  authority  to  grant,  bargain  sell  alien  release  and 
confirm  the  said  Islands  Messuages  Tenements  Lands  Heredita¬ 
ments  and  premises  with  the  Appurtenances  and  ever}7-  of  them 
and  every  part  thereof  unto  and  to  the  use  of  the  said  John  Wilkin¬ 
son  his  Heirs  and  Assigns  in  manner  and  form  aforesaid  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  these  presents  And  that  it 
shall  and  may  be  lawfull  to  and  for  the  said  John  Wilkinson  his 
Heirs  and  Assigns  and  every  of  them  from  time  to  time  and  att 
all  times  forever  hereafter  peaceably  and  quietly  to  enter  into  have 
hold  use  occupy  possess  and  enjoy  the  said  herein  before  mentioned 
and  hereby  intended  to  be  granted  and  released  premises  and  every 
of  them  and  every  part  and  parcell  of  thereof  with  their  and  every 
of  their  appurtenances  and  to  receive  and  take  the  Rents  Issues  and 
Profits  thereof  to  his  and  their  own  use  and  uses  in  Trust  as  afore¬ 
said  without  the  lawfull  lott  suit  trouble  denval  eviction  molestation 
interruption  disturbance  claim  or  demand  whatsoever  of  or  by 
the  said  John  Winthrop  and  Anne  his  wife  their  Heirs  Assigns 
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or  of  or  by  any  other  person  or  persons  whatsoever  lawfully  claim¬ 
ing  or  to  claim  by  from  or  under  them  or  either  of  them  or  by  from 
or  under  the  said  Major  Generali  Waite  Winthrop  deceased  or 
any  other  of  the  ancestors  of  the  said  John  Winthrop  And  that 
free  and  clear  and  freely  and  clearly  acquitted  exhonerated  and 
discharged  or  otherwise  by  the  said  John  Winthrop  and  his  heirs 
from  time  to  time  and  att  all  times  hereafter  well  and  sufficiently 
saved  defended  kept  harmless  and  indempnified  of  from  and 
against  all  and  all  manner  of  former  and  other  Gifts  Grants  Bar¬ 
gains  Sales  Leases  Mortgages  Jointures  Dowers  Titles  of  Dower 
and  particularly  the  Dower  and  Title  of  Dower  of  the  said  Anne 
wife  of  the  said  John  Winthrop  Uses  Wills  Intails  ffines  Ameria- 
ments  Statute  Judgements  Recognizances  Executions  Extensions 
Seizures  and  Cause  and  Causes  of  Seizures  forfeitures  debts  titles 
troubles  charges  and  incumbrances  whatsoever  had  made  done 
committed  or  wittingly  or  willingly  suffered  or  to  be  had  made 
done  committed  or  wittingly  or  willingly  suffered  by  him  the  said 
John  Winthrop  or  by  the  said  Major  Generali  Waite  Winthrop 
deceased  or  either  of  them  or  by  any  other  of  the  ancestors  of  the 
said  John  Winthrop  (except  the  Deeds  or  Deed  of  Conveyance  or 
Mortgage  herein  before  mentioned  to  be  made  and  executed  by  the 
said  John  Winthrop  to  the  said  James  Bowdoin  as  aforesaid) 
And  Further  that  he  the  said  John  Winthrop  and  the  said 
Anne  his  wife  and  their  Heirs  and  all  and  every  other  person  or 
persons  now  having  or  lawfully  claiming  or  which  shall  or  may 
hereafter  have  or  lawfully  claim  any  Estate  Right  Title  Trust  or 
Interest  of  in  or  to  the  said  hereby  granted  and  released  premises 
or  any  part  thereof  by  from  or  under  or  in  Trust  for  them  the  said 
John  Winthrop  and  Anne  his  wife  or  either  of  them  or  by  from  or 
under  the  said  Major  General  Waite  Winthrop  deceased  or  any 
other  of  the  ancestors  of  the  said  John  Winthrop  shall  and  will 
from  time  to  time  and  att  all  times  hereafter  at  the  Request,  Costs 
and  Charges  in  the  Law  of  the  said  John  Wilkinson  his  heirs  or 
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Assigns  make  do  acknowledge  levy  suffer  and  execute  or  cause  and 
procure  to  be  made  done  acknowledged  levied  suffered  and  exe¬ 
cuted  all  and  every  such  further  and  other  lawfull  and  reasonable 
Act  and  Acts  Thing  and  Things  Device  and  Devices  Conveyances 
and  Assurances  in  the  Law  whatsoever  for  the  further  better  more 
perfect  and  absolute  granting  conveying  amering  and  sure  making 
of  the  said  Islands  Messuages  Tenements  Lands  Heriditaments 
and  all  and  singular  other  the  premises  herein  before  mentioned 
or  intended  to  be  hereby  granted  and  released  with  the  Appurte¬ 
nances  unto  and  to  the  use  of  the  said  John  Wilkinson  his  Heirs 
and  Assigns  forever.  In  Trust  as  aforesaid  according  to  the  true 
intent  and  meaning  of  these  presents  Be  it  by  ffine  or  ffines  Deed 
or  Deeds  indented  inrolled  or  not  inrolled  Common  Recovery  or 
Recoverys  with  single  double  or  treble  V oucher  or  Vouchers  or  by 
all  or  any  of  the  said  ways  and  means  or  by  any  other  lawfull  and 
reasonable  ways  and  means  whatsoever  As  by  the  said  John  Wil¬ 
kinson  his  Heirs  and  Assigns  or  his  or  their  councell  learned  in  the 
law  shall  be  reasonably  devised  or  advised  and  required  So  as  such 
further  Assurance  or  assurances  contain  or  imply  no  further  or 
other  Warranty  or  Covenant  than  against  the  Party  or  Partys 
respectively  executing  the  same  and  all  claiming  by  from  or  under 
them  respectively  And  so  as  the  Party  or  Partys  who  shall  be  so 
requested  to  make  or  do  the  same  be  not  compelled  or  compellable 
for  the  making  or  doing  thereof  to  go  or  travell  above  fforty  Miles 
from  his  or  their  usual  places  of  dwelling  or  abode  And  Lastly  it 
is  hereby  covenanted  declared  and  agreed  by  and  between  all  the 
said  Partys  to  these  Presents  that  all  and  every  ffine  and  ffines 
Conveyances  and  Assurances  whatsoever  heretofore  had  made 
levied  acknowledged  suffered  or  executed  or  hereafter  to  be  had 
made  levied  acknowledged  suffered  or  executed  of  the  said  hereby 
granted  and  released  premises  or  any  of  them  or  any  part  or  parcell 
thereof  by  or  between  the  said  partys  hereto  or  any  or  either  of  them 
or  whereunto  they  or  any  or  either  of  them  are  or  shall  be  Partys  or 
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Privys  shall  be  and  enure  (?)  and  shall  be  adjudged  deemed  con¬ 
strued,  and  taken  and  were  and  are  meant  and  intended  and  are 
hereby  declared  to  be  and  enure  To  the  only  proper  use  and  behoof e 
of  the  said  John  Wilkinson  his  heirs  and  assigns  In  Trust  for  the 
said  James  Bowdoin  his  Heirs  and  Assigns  and  to  or  for  none  other 
use  Trust  intent  or  purpose  whatsoever  In  Witness  whereof  the 
said  Partys  to  these  presents  have  hereunto  sett  their  hands  and 
seals  the  day  and  year  first  above  written. 

John  Winthrop 

James  Bowdoin  died  in  the  year  1747,  having  amassed  the  larg¬ 
est  estate  of  any  individual  in  Massachusetts  up  to  that  time. 

Extract  from  Will  of  James  Bowdoin  (I) 

Sept.  1747 

All  the  Residue  &  Remainder  of  my  Estate  both  Real  &  Per¬ 
sonal  situate  in  Boston  or  where  Ever  Else  the  same  is  or  may  be 
found  I  give  Devise  &  Bequeath  the  same  unto  my  sons  William 
Bowdoin  &  James  Bowdoin  &  to  my  daughters  Mary  Bayard, 
Elizabeth  Pitts  &  Judith  Flucker. 

Henceforth  the  control  of  Naushon  passed  into  the  hands  of 
William  and  James  Bowdoin. 


1753 

Mortgage  William  Bowdoin  to  John  Erving  of  1/3  part  of  Tar¬ 
paulin  Island,  Nonamasset,  Uncatena  and  adjacent  Islands  for 
sum  of  £930.  March  25,  1762. 


Discharged  April  1,  1774,  by  James  Bowdoin,  who  paid  £1097.  8 
in  full  payment  of  same. 

After  almost  one  hundred  years  the  claim  of  the  Tupper  heirs 
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to  Nonamesset  was  satisfied  and  the  island  deeded  to  William 
Bowdoin. 

1760 

To  Wm.  Bowdoin,  Boston, 

Sir;  Feb.  11, 1760 

As  you  want  a  copy  of  the  papers  I  have  relative  to  Elizabeth 
Islands  I  now  send  them  to  you,  that  you  may  take  a  copy  of  them. 
’Tis  necessary  some  of  them  should  be  recorded  in  the  County  of 
Dukes  Co.  After  they  have  been  recorded  please  return  them 
to  me. 

The  papers  are  viz.  Mayhew  Tuppers  bond  to  us  for  £1000  his 
deed  of  the  Island.  The  proceedings  about  cutting  of  the  entail 
viz.  P.  Pitts  vs.  Bowdoin,  Pitts  power  of  attorney,  Tuppers  power, 
Bowdoins  Power.  Copy  of  the  state  of  the  case  with  ten  seperate 
papers  (n  1  to  16).  Execution  for  possession  with  the  sheriffs  re¬ 
turn,  James  Pitts  deed  declaring  the  uses  of  the  common  recovery 
of  Mr  Pratts  letter.  .  .  . 

It  will  be  recalled  that  when  the  first  James  Bowdoin  bought 
Naushon  he  secured  the  two-thirds  share  in  possession  of  John 
Winthrop. 

The  one-third  share  claimed  by  Ann  Winthrop  Lechmere  was 
a  matter  of  controversy.  Now  in  1760  the  elder  Bowdoin’s  sons 
William  and  Janies  evidently  determined  to  obtain  sole  possession 
and  to  clear  up  the  title. 

James  Bowdoin  to  Sylvanus  Bourne 

Sylvanus  Bourne  Esq.  Boston 

In  Barnstable  Dec.  14,1760 

We  have  lately  had  some  conversation  with  Mr  Lechmere 
about  the  purchase  of  the  familie’s  part  of  the  Island  but  have  not 
come  to  any  agreement,  as  we  have  not  agreed  we  proposed  to 
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come  to  a  division  of  the  Island  to  avoid  the  many  inconveniences 
that  attend  a  joint  improvement  but  that  being  likely  to  be  at¬ 
tended  with  some  expense  he  thought  it  would  be  best  for  us  to 
purchase  or  hire  —  the  first  he  chose  and  was  willing  for  the  latter 
provided  it  was  agreeable  to  you,  and  he  told  us  he  would  write 
you  a  few  lines  in  that  head  which  we  presume  is  the  subject  of 
the  letter  enclosed. 

As  there  are  many  difficulties  that  attend  a  joint  improvement 
we  shall  take  it  as  a  favor  if  you  would  consent  to  our  having  Mr 
Lechmere’s  part  of  the  Island  in  which  case  we  are  willing  to  take 
your  propositions  of  the  stock  at  a  rate  to  be  agreed  upon  between 
you  and  Mr  Stephen  Nye  to  whom  Mr  John  Reed  has  wrote  upon 
this  head.  I  am  in  behalf  of  my  brother,  Mr  Reed  and  self  with 
much  respect, 

James  Bowdoin 


1761 

Deed:  Lechmere  to  William  Bowdoin 

Know  all  men  by  these  Presents,  that  we  Thomas  Lechmere 
of  Boston  in  the  Co.  of  Suffolk,  and  Province  of  ye  Mass.  Bay  in 
New  England,  Elizabeth  and  Nicholas  Lechmere  now  residing  at 
New  Haven  in  the  County  of  New  Haven  in  ye  Colony  of  Con¬ 
necticut,  Richard  Lechmere  of  Cambridge  in  ye  County  of  Middle¬ 
sex  in  ye  Province  aforesaid,  Jonathan  Simpson  Jun.  Esquire  of 
Boston  aforesaid  and  Margret  his  wife  for  and  in  consideration 
of  £1071.8.7  sterling  money  of  Great  Britain  paid  us  by  William 
Bowdoin  of  Needham  in  the  Co.  of  Suffolk  aforesaid  Esq.  The 
receipt  whereof  we  do  acknowledge.  Do  hereby  give,  grant  con¬ 
vey  to  said  William  Bowdoin  and  his  heirs  five  fourteenth  parts 
of  one  third  part  of  all  that  Island  in  Chilmark  in  the  County  of 
Dukes  Co.  in  the  Province  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  commonly  called 
and  known  by  ye  names  of  Catamock,  and  Tarpolin  Cove 
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Island,  being  about  eight  miles  long  and  two  miles  wide  and 
is  encompassed  with  the  sea,  having  ye  Bay  commonly  called  Mon¬ 
ument  Bay  on  ye  one  Side  and  ye  salt  water  that  runs  between  said 
Island  and  ye  Island  commonly  called  Martha’s  Vineyard  on  ye 
other.  Also  5/14  part  of  1/3  of  all  that  other  Island  in  Chilmark 
aforesaid  commonly  called  and  known  by  ye  name  of  Nonomas- 
sett,  lying  near  unto  Island  aforesaid  called  Catamock  and 
between  it  and  ye  neck  of  land  commonly  called  Woods  Hole 
Neck,  and  is  bounded  northerly  by  said  Monument  Bay  and 
southerly  by  that  salt  water  which  runs  between  the  said  Island 
called  Nonomassett  &  Martha’s  Vineyard  aforesaid.  Also  5/14 
of  1/3  part  of  all  that  lot  of  land  which  belongs  to  us  and  the  said 
William  Bowdoin  Esq.  and  James  Bowdoin  Esq.  upon  the  neck 
aforesaid  and  lays  over  against  ye  said  Island  called  Nonomas¬ 
sett.  Also  5/14  of  1/3  part  of  all  that  Island  in  Chilmark  aforesaid 
commonly  called  Onkatomy  lying  on  ye  North  side  of  said  Island 
called  Catamock  and  near  ye  easterly  end  thereof  and  also  5/14 
of  1/3  parts  of  all  those  islets  lying  on  the  Southerly  side  of  Cata¬ 
mock  aforesaid  commonly  called  ye  Ram  Islands.  Together 
therewith  5/14  of  1/3  of  ye  stock  of  cattle  and  stock  of  all  kinds  on 
and  belonging  unto  ye  several  Islands  aforesaid.  To  Have  and  to 
Hold  the  aforesaid  premises  with  the  appurtenances  to  the  said 
William  Bowdoin  and  his  heirs  forever;  and  we  do  covenant  with 
ye  said  William  Bowdoin  his  heirs  and  assigns  That  we  are  Law¬ 
fully  seized  in  fee  of  the  said  bargained  premises  that  they  are  free 
of  all  encumbrances  That  we  have  good  right  to  grant  and  convey 
the  same  to  said  William  Bowdoin  to  hold  as  aforesaid  and  that  we 
will  warrant  and  defend  the  same  to  him  his  heirs  and  assigns  for¬ 
ever  against  ye  lawful  claim  and  demands  of  all  Persons.  In  Wit¬ 
ness  whereof  we  together  with  Elizabeth  the  wife  ye  said  Nicholas, 
and  Mary  the  wife  of  said  Richard  Lechmere  in  token  of  their  con¬ 
sent  hereunto,  relinquishment  of  their  right  of  dower  in  aforesaid 
premises  have  hereunto  set  their  hands  and  seals  this  30th.  day  of 
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December  A.D.  1761,  in  the  2nd.  year  of  His  Majesty  King 
George  III 

Thos.  Lechmere  Mary  Lechmere 

Nichs.  “  “  Jonathan  Simpson 

Eliz.  “  “  Margaret  Simpson 

Rch.  “  “ 

1764 

James  Bowdoin  to  John  G.  Allen 

Mr  John  G.  Allen  Boston 

in  Chilmark;  Feb.  21,  1764 

The  Executors  of  my  late  father  have  sold  a  mortgage  of 
Thomas  Lechmere  to  your  March  Court.  The  writ  and  return  of 
it  you  will  receive  herewith  &  the  mortgage  is  enclosed  (condi¬ 
tioned  for  the  payment  of  <£2000  of  silver  with  interest  dated  Feb. 
1,  1744,  signed  by  Thos.  and  Ann  Lechmere,  given  as  collateral 
security  for  the  payment  of  a  bond  of  the  same  date) . 

I  pray  the  favor  you  would  take  care  of  the  action  and  procure 
judgement  &  execution  for  possession,  and  you  shall  be  satisfied 
for  the  charges  and  your  trouble  in  this  affair.  It  is  done  with  the 
full  consent  of  Mr  Lechmere. 

J.B. 

N.B.  The  Premise  mortgaged  are  these  described,  viz.  One  full 
third  part  (the  whole  in  three  equal  parts  to  be  divided)  of  and  all 
in  that  certain  great  Island  called  Catamock  or  Tarpolin  Cove 
Island  lying  situate  near  Woods  Hole  in  Chilmark  in  Co.  of 
Dukes  Co.  And  also  one  third  part  of  and  in  the  Island  called  Nan- 
neinesit,  and  the  lot  on  little  Woods  Hole  neck  upon  the  main  with 
houses  outhouses,  etc.  and  l/3  of  stock,  together  with  woods  water 
rights  etc.  etc. 

It  was  doubtless  owing  to  the  influence  of  James  Bowdoin, 
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later  Governor  of  Massachusetts,  that  the  following  bills  were 
passed  relative  to  Moose,  Deer  and  Sheep  in  Dukes  County. 

1765 

Bill  Relative  to  Moose  and  Deer  in  Dukes  County 
June  21 

An  Act  for  the  preservation  and  Increase  of  Moose  and  Deer 
on  Tarpolin  Cove  Island,  and  Nennemessett  Island,  lying  and  be¬ 
ing  in  the  County  of  Dukes  County. 

Whereas  James  Bowdoin  and  William  Bowdoin  Esq.  by  their 
petition  to  this  Court  have  represented  that  they  have  been  long 
endeavoring  to  raise  a  Stock  of  Deer  on  Tarpolin  Cove  Island, 
otherwise  called  Naoshan  or  Catamock,  and  on  the  Island  Nene- 
messett,  and  several  small  island  contiguous  ( said  islands  being  in 
the  Town  of  Chilmark  in  the  County  of  Dukes  County. )  but  have 
been  in  a  great  measure  prevented  by  Hunters  and  others  coming 
on  said  Islands  to  hunt  and  kill  Deer  to  the  great  damage  of  the  said 
Petitioners  not  only  in  the  loss  of  Deer  but  of  other  Live-Stock, 
which  has  been  clandestinely  taken  away  by  said  Hunters  or  de¬ 
stroyed  by  their  Dogs.  And  Whereas  the  raising  and  increase  of 
Moose  and  Deer  on  said  Island  may  be  a  great  advantage  not  only 
to  the  said  Petitioners  and  their  Successors  but  also  to  the  Publick. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor  Council  and  House  of  Repre¬ 
sentatives  that  each  and  every  person  ( except  the  said  Petitioners 
or  such  as  shall  be  Proprietors  of  said  Island,  or  such  as  shall  have 
special  license  from  them)  who  shall  after  the  twentieth  day  of 
July,  in  this  present  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty 
five,  hunt  wound  kill  or  take  away  any  Moose  or  Deer  upon  either 
of  the  Islands  aforesaid,  or  be  concerned  or  assisting  therein,  and 
be  thereof  convicted  either  by  his  own  confession  or  by  the  oath  of 
one  witness  shall  for  such  offence  and  for  each  and  every  Moose 
or  Deer  so  killed  or  taken  away,  and  for  each  pay  a  fine  of  six 
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pounds  and  Costs  of  Prosecution ;  one  moiety  of  said  fine  to  be  to 
his  Majesty  for  the  use  of  this  Province,  and  the  other  moiety 
thereof  to  him  or  them  that  shall  inform  against  and  prosecute  the 
offender  to  effect :  such  prosecution  to  be  commenced  with  in  two 
years  after  the  offence  done. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  that  every  person  killing  or  taking 
away  or  assisting  in  killing  or  taking  away  any  Moose  or  Deer  on 
either  of  the  Islands  aforesaid  shall  be  and  is  hereby  deemed  a 
trespasser,  and  is  hereby  subjected  to  the  action  of  such  as  are  or 
shall  be  the  Proprietor  or  Proprietors  of  any  of  said  Islands, 
or  to  the  action  of  any  or  either  of  such  Proprietors  for  the  recovery 
of  six  pounds  for  each  and  every  Moose  or  Deer  so  killed  or  taken 
away  and  they  pay  double  Costs.  And  the  conviction  of  such  tres¬ 
passer  may  be  his  own  confession  or  by  the  oath  of  one  credible 
witness.  Provided  that  such  Trespasser  shall  not  be  subjected  for 
one  and  the  same  offence  both  to  an  action  &  a  prosecution  and  if 
both  shall  be  for  the  same  offence  brought  against  the  same  of¬ 
fenders,  the  proprietors  shall  be  obliged  to  make  their  option  which 
they  will  continue  and  discontinue  the  other.  And  be  it  further 
enacted  that  if  the  flesh  skin  or  skins  of  any  Moose  or  Deer  newly 
killed  be  at  any  time  after  the  twentieth  day  of  July  aforesaid, 
found  with  or  in  the  possession  of  any  person  or  persons  whatso¬ 
ever  (except  as  before  excepted)  on  either  of  the  Islands  aforesaid, 
it  shall  be  deemed  sufficient  proof  of  such  person  or  persons  having 
killed  Moose  or  Deer  contrary  to  this  Act  until  such  person  or 
persons  shall  prove  by  evidence  that  such  Moose  or  Deer  were  not 
killed  on  any  of  the  said  Islands  or  killed  thereon  by  persons  auth¬ 
orized  to  kill  the  same. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  that  it  shall  be  and  hereby  is  declared 
to  be  lawful  for  any  person  or  persons  to  kill  any  dog  or  hound 
that  may  at  any  time  be  brought  or  found  on  any  of  the  Islands 
aforesaid  and  belonging  to  the  said  Islands  or  some  of  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  the  Same. 


142 


Early  History  of  Naushon  Island 


This  Act  to  continue  and  be  in  force  for  five  years  from  the 
twentieth  day  of  July  1765  and  not  longer. 

In  Council  June  21  1765.  Read  a  first  and  second  time  and 
passed  to  be  engrossed. 

Sent  Down  for  Concurrence 


1790 

Act  for  Protection  of  Sheep  on  Tarpaulin  Island 

An  Act  for  the  protection  and  security  of  the  Sheep  &  other 
Stock  on  Tarpaulin  Cove  Island  otherwise  called  Naushon  Islands, 
and  on  Nennemessit  Island  and  several  small  Islands  contiguous, 
situated  in  the  County  of  Dukes  County. 

Whereas  ther  have  been  of  late  great  depredations  made  by 
gunners  and  hunters  on  Tarpaulin  Cove  Island  or  Naushon 
Island  Nenimesset  Island  and  several  small  Islands  contiguous 
thereto,  situate  in  the  County  of  Dukes  Co.  by  which  great  num¬ 
bers  of  sheep  and  deer  have  been  killed,  and  other  damages  sus¬ 
tained.  And  whereas  the  few  persons  residing  on  said  Islands  can¬ 
not  give  proper  security  to  the  stock  thereon,  and  to  provide  addi¬ 
tional  remedy  in  their  behalf. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rep.  in 
General  Court  Assembled  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  that 
if  any  person  or  persons  shall  hereafter  unlawfully  take  away  shoot 
kill  or  destroy  or  shall  cause  to  be  taken  away  shot  killed  or  de¬ 
stroyed,  and  sheep  or  other  stock  or  creatures  of  either  of  the  said 
Islands,  and  shall  thereof  be  convicted,  every  such  person  shall,  be¬ 
sides  paying  the  value  thereof  forfeit  and  pay  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
forty  shillings  nor  less  than  10  shillings  for  every  sheep  or  other 
creature  he  or  they  may  so  take  away,  shoot,  kill  or  destroy  or 
cause  to  be  taken  away  shot  killed  or  destroyed;  the  same  to  re¬ 
covered  with  costs  of  suit;  by  action  of  debt  before  any  Court 
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proper  to  try  the  same ;  and  the  sums  so  recovered  shall,  one  half 
thereof  accrue  to  the  prosecutor,  and  the  other  half  for  the  use 
of  the  poor  of  the  town  in  which  the  said  Islands  are  or  maybe 
situated. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  if  any  person  or  persons  (except 
such  as  shall  have  the  especial  license  of  the  proprietors  of  said 
Islands,  or  shall  be  able  to  show  sufficient  reason  thereof)  shall  be 
seen  with  any  gun  or  guns  upon  either  of  the  said  Islands,  other 
than  part  of  said  Naushon  Island  at  the  extreme  West  end  thereof 
extending  between  the  house  there  now  occupied  by  Shadrach 
Robinson,  and  the  shore  of  that  Island  known  as  Robinsons  Hole, 
such  person  or  persons  shall  forfeit  such  gun  or  guns  or  the  value 
thereof,  to  any  person  or  persons  who  shall  sue  and  prosecute  there 
for  to  be  recovered  with  costs  of  suit,  by  action  of  trover,  before 
any  Court  proper  to  try  the  same.  And  if  any  person  or  persons 
shall  be  found  collecting  driving  or  in  any  way  molesting  any  of 
the  sheep  or  creatures  upon  and  belonging  to  the  said  Islands  or 
shall  be  found  upon  either  of  the  aforesaid  lands  with  any  skin, 
lamb  or  carcass  and  any  sheep  or  other  creature  hath  been  lately 
killed,  and  such  person  or  persons,  or  his  or  their  company  may  be 
reasonably  suspected  of  having  killed  the  same,  such  person  or 
persons  so  found,  shall  be  deemed  and  adjudged  guilty  of  such 
killing  and  shall  be  liable  for  each  and  every  sheep  or  other  crea¬ 
ture,  which  hath  been  there  lately  killed  as  aforesaid,  to  such  pen¬ 
alty  as  is  already  provided  in  this  act  against  such  killing,  to  be 
recovered  with  costs,  by  action  of  debt,  and  to  accrue  in  like  manner 
as  aforesaid,  besides  being  liable  for  the  value  thereof. 

And  be  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afore  said  that  no 
person  by  reason  of  being  an  inhabitant  of  the  town  to  which  such 
penalty  shall  accrue,  shall  be  disqualified  from  being  a  witness  in 
any  suit  or  prosecution  for  any  breach  of  this  act. 

Provided  nevertheless,  and  be  it  further  enacted  that  any  per¬ 
son  or  persons  having  suffered  any  penalty  of  forfeiture  incurred  by 
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this  act  shall  be  exempted  from  any  other  penalty  for  the  same 
offence. 

This  Act  passed  Jan.  30,  1790 

The  joint  ownership  of  the  brothers  William  and  James  Bow- 
doin  lasted  for  twenty-six  years.  In  1773  William  died  leaving  his 
only  child  Sarah  as  his  sole  heir,  and  therefore  half  owner  of  the 
Naushon  property.  The  management  of  Naushon  continued  in 
the  hands  of  her  uncle,  J ames  Bowdoin,  the  Governor.  He  had  two 
children:  James,  later  called  “the  Honorable,”  to  distinguish  him 
from  others  of  the  name,  and  Elizabeth,  a  most  delightful  person, 
who  married  Sir  John  Temple  and  lived,  during  his  lifetime,  in 
England.  Sarah  married  her  own  cousin,  the  Honorable  James 
Bowdoin,  to  whom  his  father,  the  Governor,  left  his  share  of 
Naushon  when  he  died  in  1790. 

Will  of  Governor  James  Bowdoin 
March  23,  1789 

“5th.  I  give  to  my  dear  son  James  Bowdoin  the  whole  of  my 
share  viz.  one  half  of  the  islands  Catamok  or  Naushon,  Nannemes- 
set  &  Onkatamy  lying  within  the  township  of  Chilmark,  in  the 
County  of  Dukes  County  to  have  and  to  hold  the  said  islands  with 
the  stock  of  every  kind  and  all  appurtenances  whatsoever  unto  him 
his  heirs  and  assigns  forever.” 

Thus  all  shares  of  the  island  property  were  united  in  one  fam¬ 
ily,  in  the  hands  of  Sarah  and  her  husband,  James  Bowdoin. 

The  Honorable  James  Bowdoin  owned  Naushon  for  twenty- 
one  years.  In  1809  he  built  the  Mansion  House,  and  for  the  first 
time  the  island  was  used  by  its  owners  as  a  summer  home. 

In  the  month  of  October,  1811,  James  Bowdoin  died  at  the 
Mansion  House  after  a  long  period  of  ill  health.  He  had  no  chil¬ 
dren.  Apparently  his  intense  pride  in  the  family  name  made  him 
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wish  that  it  be  perpetuated.  He  left  a  long  and  complicated  will, 
the  notable  feature  being  that  the  bequests  to  his  nephews  all  were 
conditioned  on  their  taking  the  name  of  Bowdoin.  This  six  of  his 
nephews  and  great-nephews  did. 

He  left  his  Naushon  property  to  the  second  son  of  his  sister, 
Lady  Temple.  This  son,  James  Bowdoin  Temple,  had  already,  at 
his  uncle’s  desire,  changed  his  name  to  James  Temple  Bowdoin. 
The  property  was  left  to  him  during  his  lifetime  and  in  the  event 
of  his  in  any  way  forfeiting  it  or  leaving  no  heir  it  was  to  go  to  a 
great-nephew,  J ames  Bowdoin  Winthrop,  who  had  also  assumed 
the  name  of  Bowdoin.  In  case  he  died  and  left  no  heir  the  estate 
was  left  to  Bowdoin  College. 

The  text  of  that  part  of  the  Honorable  James  Bowdoin’s  will 
relating  to  Naushon  is  here  given. 

Will  oe  Honorable  James  Bowdoin  (III) 

Fifthly 

I  give  and  devise  unto  my  Nephew,  James  Temple  Bowdoin 
for  and  during  the  term  of  his  natural  life  my  Mansion  House  in 
Beacon  street.  .  .  .  Also  all  my  Islands,  Lands,  Farms  and 
Estate  in  Chilmark  in  the  County  of  Dukes  County  in  said 
Commonwealth  with  the  Houses,  buildings,  Stores,  Salt  works 
and  appurtenances,  farming  Tools,  and  Stock  of  every  kind  on 
said  Lands  and  estate  with  the  furniture  in  the  houses  on  said 
Lands,  also  my  right  and  estate  in  a  piece  of  land  held  in  common 
with  Joseph  Parker  containing  about  three  acres  more  or  less 
lying  within  Woods  Hole  neck,  To  hold  what  I  have  thus  given 
and  devised  to  the  said  James  Temple  Bowdoin  for  and  during  the 
term  of  his  natural  life,  and  from  and  after  the  determination  of 
that  estate  by  forfeiture  or  otherwise  I  give  the  same  to  Thomas 
Lindal  Winthrop  and  Richard  Sullivan  of  said  Boston  Esquires 
and  to  their  heirs  in  trust  only  to  preserve  and  support  the  contin¬ 
gent  remainders  and  uses  herein  after  limited  from  being  defeated 
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barred  or  destroyed ;  and  for  that  purpose  from  time  to  time  and  at 
all  times  to  make  entries  and  bring  Actions  as  occasion  may  re¬ 
quire,  nevertheless  to  permit  and  suffer  the  said  James  Temple 
Bowdoin  to  receive  the  rents  issues  and  profits  thereof  for  and 
during  the  term  of  his  natural  life,  and  from  and  immediately  after 
his  dicease,  I  give  and  devise  all  the  foregoing  estates  so  given  to 
him  for  life,  unto  and  for  the  use  and  behoof  of  the  first  son  law¬ 
fully  begotten  or  to  be  begotten  of  the  said  James  Temple  Bow¬ 
doin  etc.  etc.  and  for  dafault  of  such  issue  Then  I  give  and  devise 
said  Estates  so  given  to  said  James  Temple  Bowdoin  for  life  unto 
my  other  Nephew  James  Bowdoin  Winthrop  now  of  Bowdoin 
College,  Brunswick,  Maine,  he  dropping  the  name  of  Winthrop 
for  and  during  the  term  of  his  natural  Life,  and  from  and  after 
the  determination  of  that  his  estate  by  forfeiture  or  otherwise, 
I  give  and  devise  the  same  unto  said  Thomas  Lindal  Winthrop 
and  Richard  Sullivan  and  to  their  heirs  in  trust  only  to  preserve 
and  support  the  contingent  remainders  and  uses  herein  after 
limited  from  being  defeated,  barred  or  destroyed,  and  for  that 
purpose  from  time  to  time  to  make  entries,  but  to  suffer  said 
James  Bowdoin  Winthrop  to  receive  the  rents  and  profits  thereof 
during  the  term  of  his  natural  life  and  at  his  decease  I  give  and 
devise  the  same  Mansion  House  and  lands  in  Boston  and  Islands 
and  estates  (described  in  the  devise  to  said  James  Temple)  unto 
and  to  the  use  and  behoof  of  the  first  son  lawfully  begotten  of  said 
James  Bowdoin  Winthrop  and  the  heirs  male  of  the  body  of  such 
first  son  lawfully  issuing  and  for  default  of  such  issue  to  the  use 
of  the  second  third  and  other  sons  of  said  James  Bowdoin  Win¬ 
throp  and  the  heirs  male  of  the  body  of  each  of  them  in  succession 
and  manner  as  before  limited  to  the  male  issue  of  said  James  Tem¬ 
ple,  and  for  default  of  any  such  male  issue  of  sd.  James  Tem¬ 
ple  and  of  sd.  James  Bowdoin  Winthrop  then  I  give  and  devise 
the  said  Estates  in  Boston  and  in  the  County  of  Dukes  County 
and  Woods  Hole,  with  their  Stock  and  furniture  and  appurte- 
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nances  before  described  unto  the  aforesaid  Bowdoin  College  in  fee 

simple  forever.  ...  T  t>  j  ■ 

r  J  ames  Bowdoin 

Two  of  the  nephews  of  James  Bowdoin,  who  had  helped  him 
in  the  management  of  his  affairs  during  his  lifetime,  were  Thomas 
Lindall  Winthrop  and  Richard  Sullivan.  They  were  named  as  his 
executors  and  were  appointed  by  the  Court  to  act  as  agents  in 
charge  of  the  estate  while  it  was  in  process  of  settlement. 

James  Temple  Bowdoin,  the  heir,  was  living  in  1819  with  his 
family  in  Florence,  Italy.  Wishing  to  increase  his  income,  he  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  Court  of  Massachusetts  for  permission  to  cut  the  trees 
then  standing  on  Naushon,  and  sell  the  timber  —  James  Winthrop 
Bowdoin  [son  of  T.  L.  Winthrop,  who  had  adopted  the  name 
Bowdoin]  and  the  College  being  the  residuary  legatees,  it  was  nec¬ 
essary  to  obtain  their  consent. 

The  Court  sent  a  commission  to  Naushon  to  decide  upon  the 
advisability  of  timbering  the  island.  The  matter  was  the  subject  of 
much  correspondence.  Finally,  almost  ten  years  later,  Messrs. 
Winthrop  and  Sullivan  were  authorized  by  the  Court  to  have 
about  3,000  cords  of  wood  cut.  General  Salem  Towne  was  put  in 
charge  of  operations  and  a  great  quantity  of  wood  was  taken  from 
the  west  end  of  the  island  and  sold.  This  cutting  came  to  an  end 
as  shown  in  this  order : 

Docket  Superior  Judicial  Court,  November  Term  1827 
James  T.  Bowdoin  in  Equity  Vs.  Thomas  L.  Winthrop  &  al.  Sul¬ 
livan  Law.  Nov.  1  1825.  Ord.  that  the  Commissioners  suspend 
cutting  &  felling  trees  &  further  proceedings  till  further  orders. 

Decree  as  on  file. 

The  second  choice  of  James  Bowdoin  as  his  heir  wTas  his  great- 
nephew  James  Winthrop,  son  of  Thomas  L.  Winthrop  and  Eliz¬ 
abeth  Bowdoin  Temple  Winthrop,  who  had  adopted  the  name  of 
Bowdoin.  He  died  without  heirs  in  Havana  on  March  6th,  1833. 
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The  actual  heir,  James  Temple  Bowdoin,  died  at  Twickenham, 
England,  on  October  31st,  1842,  leaving  one  son.  It  was  upon 
his  death  that  the  authorities  at  Bowdoin  College  realized  that 
between  them  and  a  large  legacy  stood  only  one  heir,  James  T. 
Bowdoin,  whose  birth  and  residence  in  England  might  invalidate 
his  claim  to  his  great-uncle’s  property. 

The  trustees  of  Bowdoin  College  instituted  a  suit  at  law  claim¬ 
ing  the  property  as  residuary  devisee  under  the  will  of  the  uncle, 
James  Bowdoin,  to  the  exclusion  of  James  Temple  Bowdoin’s 
only  son  J ames,  to  whom  the  property  was  to  descend  by  the  terms 
of  that  will.  The  ground  of  the  claim  by  Bowdoin  College  involved 
the  question  of  citizenship  of  the  son,  the  intentions  of  the  uncle, 
and  sundry  nice  points  of  law.  Eminent  counsel  was  employed  on 
each  side,  Daniel  Webster,  Franklin  Dexter,  Charles  Cushing 
Paine,  William  C.  Aylwin,  John  H.  Clifford  of  New  Bedford  on 
the  part  of  Mr.  Bowdoin,  and  Jeremiah  Mason,  Rufus  Choate, 
Charles  G.  Loring,  Benjamin  F.  Hallett,  P.  W.  Chandler,  B.  R. 
Curtis  for  the  College.  The  case  was  expected  to  come  on  at  the 
November  Court  in  Boston.  On  the  28th  of  September,  1843,  a 
compromise  was  agreed  upon  by  both  parties  whereby  James  T. 
Bowdoin  was  to  receive  seven-tenths  and  the  College  three- tenths 
of  both  properties.  Both  parties  assented  to  the  sale  of  Naushon 
Island,  with  all  stock  and  other  personal  property  thereon,  to 
William  Sturgis,  Esq.,  for  the  sum  of  $20,000.  The  purchase  was 
made  for  William  W.  Swain  of  New  Bedford  and  John  M.  Forbes 
of  Boston,  who  thereby  became  joint  proprietors  of  the  island. 


Chapter  IV 

THE  WINTHROP  ERA 

In  the  year  1682  Wait  Winthrop  bought  Naushon.  It  is  worth 
while  to  glance  at  the  family  of  Winthrop  before  delving  into  that 
tiny  corner  of  Winthrop  life  which  touches  the  island. 

The  Puritan  leader,  John  Winthrop,  arrived  in  Salem  in  the 
ship  Arbella  in  1630.  With  him  came  a  group  of  men  and  women 
determined  to  establish  themselves  in  the  new  country.  In  the  first 
year  the  trading  company  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  gave  place 
to  the  infant  Commonwealth.  As  numbers  increased,  settlements 
were  made  along  the  banks  of  the  Mystic  and  Charles  Rivers,  cen¬ 
tering  about  Boston. 

For  the  remaining  years  of  his  life  John  Winthrop  was  chosen 
Governor  or  deputy  of  this  Colony. 

In  this  company,  of  whom  he  was  the  dominant  figure  and  with 
whose  descendants  his  children  intermarried,  were  Saltonstalls, 
Leveretts,  Endicotts  and  others  who  were  to  become  leaders  in 
the  colonies  and  to  hand  down  to  succeeding  generations  marked 
qualities  of  force  and  integrity. 

John  Winthrop  had  seven  sons.  The  eldest  of  them,  John 
Winthrop,  Jr.,  was  born  at  the  ancestral  home,  Groton,  England. 
He  was  educated  at  Trinity  College,  Dublin,  studied  law,  traveled 
extensively,  and  took  part  in  a  military  expedition  under  the  Duke 
of  Buckingham. 

In  1631  he  joined  his  father  in  Massachusetts.  Every  induce¬ 
ment  was  offered  him  to  live  here,  but  he  gradually  increased  his 
interests  in  the  neighboring  Colony,  and  after  his  father’s  death 
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settled  in  New  London.  In  1657  he  was  chosen  the  first  Governor 
of  Connecticut. 

John  Winthrop,  Jr.,  had  by  his  second  wife  two  sons  and  five 
daughters.  The  former  were  christened  John  and  Wait  Still,  but 
were  always  known  as  Fitz-John  and  Wait. 

Their  letters  reveal  the  warm  affection  which  united  the  family 
from  Governor  Winthrop  down  through  sons  and  grandsons; 
the  interest  in  one  another’s  affairs,  the  solicitude  in  all  family 
events,  the  mutual  confidence  and  affection,  which  feeling  was 
especially  strong  between  the  brothers  Fitz-John  and  Wait. 

Their  father  brought  from  England  his  large  scientific  and 
classical  library  and  was  himself  a  man  of  scientific  distinction, 
one  of  the  original  Fellows  of  the  Royal  Society.  The  sons  shared 
these  interests,  especially  in  regard  to  medicine.  Cotton  Mather, 
in  preaching  the  funeral  sermon  of  Wait  Winthrop,  says  of  him, 
“Wherever  he  came  the  diseased  of  the  place  flocked  about  him 
as  if  the  Angel  of  Bethesda  had  come  among  them.” 

Fitz-John  fought  in  the  English  Civil  War  on  the  Parlia¬ 
mentary  side,  returned  to  the  Colonies,  served  in  King  Philip’s 
War  with  the  rank  of  Major,  and  was  second  in  command  of  the 
expedition  against  Canada  in  1690.  He  was  elected  Governor  of 
Connecticut  in  1698. 

Wait  Winthrop  was  born  in  Boston  in  1642.  He  was  a  fellow 
commoner*  at  Harvard  in  the  class  of  1662.  He  married  Mary 
Browne,  daughter  of  the  Honorable  William  Browne,  a  leading 
citizen  of  Salem;  their  two  children  were  John  and  Ann. 

Wait  was  often  called  Major  General  Winthrop,  having  had 


*A  Fellow  Commoner  was  a  superior  rank  of  student  whose  father  paid 
extra  tuition  and  gave  a  piece  of  silver  to  the  College.  In  return,  the  fellow 
commoner  dined  at  high  table  with  the  fellows  (hence  the  name),  stood  at  the 
head  of  his  class,  was  exempted  from  running  errands  as  a  freshman,  and  alone 
of  undergraduates  was  addressed  as  “Mr.”  There  were  only  about  sixteen  fellow 
commoners  in  Harvard  history,  and  four  of  them  were  Winthrops  and  Brownes 
(of  Salem). 
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for  a  long  period  that  rank  in  the  Massachusetts  Militia.  He 
joined  in  the  overthrow  of  Sir  Edmund  Andros,  served  as  Judge 
of  Admiralty  and  Chief  Justice  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  and  held  various  other  public  offices.  His  official  corre¬ 
spondence  and  letters  on  Colonial  and  foreign  affairs  are  outside 
our  scope,  but  show  the  breadth  of  his  interests  and  acquaintance. 
The  letters  which  chance  to  touch  upon  Naushon  show  the  human 
and  domestic  side  of  his  nature.  His  interest  in  medicine  and  in 
horses  is  intense.  No  detail  is  too  minute  for  his  attention. 

The  son  of  Wait,  John  Winthrop,  designated  F.R.S.  to  dis¬ 
tinguish  him  from  others  of  the  name,  was  born  in  1681,  the  year 
before  his  father  bought  Naushon.  He  graduated  from  Harvard 
as  fellow  commoner  in  1700  and  married,  in  1706,  Ann,  daughter 
of  Governor  Joseph  Dudley. 

Considering  himself  aggrieved  by  the  action  of  the  Courts 
and  Legislature  of  Connecticut  in  certain  legal  proceedings  aris¬ 
ing  out  of  the  settlement  of  the  estates  of  his  father  and  uncle,  he 
went  to  England  to  seek  redress  from  the  Privy  Council.  Hence¬ 
forth  he  resided  permanently  in  London.  He  became  an  active 
Fellow  of  the  Royal  Society,  the  Fortieth  Volume  of  which  is 
dedicated  to  him. 

How  Wait  Winthrop  became  interested  in  Naushon  is  not 
definitely  known  except,  “It  being  proferred  me  as  an  extraordi¬ 
nary  thing.”  There  are  several  natural  reasons,  however.  In  the 
first  place,  ever  since  Thomas  Mayhew  came  in  the  Winthrop  fleet 
the  Winthrop  and  Mayhew  families  had  had  some  correspond¬ 
ence.  When  Matthew  Mayhew  wished  to  sell  his  outlying  islands 
it  was  quite  natural  that  he  turned  to  a  Winthrop  as  a  purchaser. 
In  the  second  place,  his  brother,  Fitz-John  had  constant  dealings 
with  the  authorities  in  New  York  and  New  England  on  matters  of 
coastwise  shipping.  The  family  had  large  holdings  on  Long 
Island  and  Fisher’s  Island.  Tarpaulin  Cove,  then  a  well-known 
anchorage,  growing  in  importance,  appeared  a  desirable  posses- 
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sion  and  was  probably  familiar,  at  least  by  name,  to  both  brothers. 

The  following  two  letters  mention  Wait  Winthrop’s  first  con¬ 
sideration  of  “Elsabeth’s  Isle.” 


1682 

Wait  Winthrop  to  Fitz-John  Winthrop 

Boston,  July  7th.  1682 

Deare  Brother, — 

I  wrote  in  hast  by  little  Wheler,  and  am  now  in  almost  as 
much  hast.  I  haue  sent  your  suite  by  Major  Palmes,  but  know 
not  whether  Mr  Eliote  has  followed  your  direction  about  it.  The 
stufe  was  the  most  fashionable  yt  could  be  got.  Y1  which  is  most 
in  weare  is  a  drugett,  but  here  is  not  a  peice  in  towne.  .  .  . 

Mr  Ravenscroft  said  he  would  write  to  you  to  make  use  of  the 
soape  if  it  would  do  you  any  seruis,  but  it  may  be  [he]  may  expect 
something  for  it.  I  feare  black  Tom  will  do  but  little  seruis.  He 
used  to  make  a  show  of  hanging  himself e  before  folkes,  but  I  be- 
leive  he  is  not  very  nimble  about  it  when  he  is  alone,  t’is  good  to 
haue  an  eye  to  him,  and  if  you  think  it  not  worth  while  to  keep  him, 
eyther  sell  him  or  send  him  to  Virginia  or  the  West  Indies  before 
winter,  he  can  do  somthing  as  a  smith.  If  you  could  procure  two 
or  4  prety  larg  horses  well  matched  for  a  coach,  either  black  or 
bay,  I  cold  haue  ten  or  twelve  pounds  apeice  without  faile.  Tom 
Smith  has  ordered  from  Barbados  to  buy  som,  and  desired  me  to 
write.  If  thay.com  within  six  weekes  it  may  do.  Thay  ought  to 
be  under  eight  years. 

I  am  going  tomorrow  (unles  this  night  should  alter  my  mind) 
towards  Elsabethes  Island,  it  being  profered  to  me  as  an  ex¬ 
traordinary  thing  at  the  prise,  wh  I  haue  agreed  for  if  I  like  it 
when  I  shall  see  it.  I  haue  your  old  uncles  aduise  and  assistance 
in  it,  he  haueing  a  fancy  to  Munhans  ( Monohansett)  in  his  old  age ; 
however,  I  shall  not  trouble  myselfe,  but  rest  contented  with  the 


The  Honorable  Wait  Winthrop 

1642-1717 
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losse  of  my  jorney  if  I  shall  not  find  it  to  be  very  considerable, 
which  som  do  report  it  to  be  at  fiue  hundred  pounds.  Tis  said  to 
be  about  7  or  8  miles  long,  and  nere  two  miles  wide  generally,  and 
most  of  it  good  land,  tho  something  unsubdued.  Mr  Blake  goes 
with  me.  I  haue  put  some  rubila,  halfe  ground,  and  niter  in  the 
pockets  of  the  briches,  and  all  the  black  salve  I  had.  Black  powder 
or  cordialls  I  haue  none  redy,  but  shall  make  som  at  my  returne 
and  send,  not  els  but  that  I  am 

Your  affectionate  bro., 

W.  Winthrop 

(Wait-still) 

There  is  also  som  gazetts  in  the  pocket. 

Wait  Winthrop  to  Fitz-John  Winthrop 

Boston,  Septbr.  16th.  1682. 

Deare  Brother, — I  recd  yours  by  Mr  Cristophers,  and  severall 
others  formerly ;  but  my  being  out  of  towne  has  prevented  me  from 
any  opertunity  of  sending  an  answare,  and  we  are  but  now  com 
home.  I  haue  lookt  back  into  your  letters  and  find  little  unan¬ 
swered  except  that  about  our  deare  mother.  I  know  not  what  to 
write  about  it  more  than  the  day  of  the  month,  except  I  wear  with 
you  to  advise.  She  died  the  first  day  of  December  being  the  Saboth 
day  in  the  evening.  I  faine  would  giue  you  a  visit  before  winter  if 
I  could ;  but  know  not  whether  I  shall  be  able,  unless  I  should  goe 
to  Marthas*  Vineyard,  and  so  mete  with  a  passage  from  there. 
I  haue  purchased  Elsabeths  Island,  but  know  not  whether  it  will 
be  for  the  best,  it  being  a  very  rugged  place ;  but  old  Marcus  An- 
tonius  [his  uncle  Deane  Winthrop]  being  stayed  from  his  jorny, 
payes  for  it,  and  so  t’will  be  all  one.  It  may  be  worth  something 
in  time ;  when  I  se  you  shall  giue  you  my  thoughts  about  it.  I  feare 
Mr  Cristoprs  is  mounted  by  this  time,  and  I  may  loose  the  passage 
*  In  some  letters  spelled  Marthase. 
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of  this,  therfore  must  brake  off.  There  are  severall  little  pertic- 
ulars  in  your  last  letters  as  knife  and  fork,  penknife,  powder,  shot, 
hounds,  gun,  purle  and  pins  for  my  niece,  which,  if  my  credit  will 
strayne  to,  I  shall  send.  Cape  cloath  is  not  to  be  had ;  if  it  weare, 
tis  as  deare  as  good  kersy.  I  hope  Sorrell  may  be  able  to  carry  me. 
I  haue  not  yet  been  on  his  back.  Capt.  Jones  has  him  now  to  Salem, 
and  I  expect  him  this  day.  We  met  him  on  the  road  with  sister 
Ann.  Not  els  but 

Your  owne 

W.  Winthrop 

References  to  Tarpaulin  Cove  are  incidental  in  all  of  Wait 
Winthrop’s  letters.  It  is  just  one  of  many  interests  about  which 
he  consulted  his  brother. 

One  or  two  medical  letters  are  included  which  have  no  con¬ 
nection  with  Naushon. 

1683 

Wait  Winthrop  to  Fitz-John  Winthrop 

Mar.  1,  1683 

Deare  Brother, 

I  have  not  so  much  as  heard  directly  from  you  as  I  remember, 
since  I  left  you  but  my  memory  is  so  shattered  that  may  possiblye 
forget  this  oportunity  being  sudayne,  I  can  say  but  little,  our 
sister  Endicott  has  been  very  bad  most  part  of  this  winter  with  the 
dry  belly  ache  as  it  is  called,  but  I  beleive  it  to  be  rather  a  kind  of 
gout  which  she  has  taken  from  her  husband  which  went  inward. 
We  got  her  to  Boston  yesterday  in  a  horse  litter,  she  being  left 
destitute  of  all  convenience  in  a  miserable  place  where  none  of  her 
friends  could  come  at  her  to  do  her  any  good  without  endangering 
themselves.  .  .  . 

One  of  the  best  things  for  the  Dry  Belly  Ache  is  to  swallow 
buttered  bullets  as  big  as  can  be  swallowed,  and  the  more  are 
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taken,  the  sooner  there  is  help.  Here  was  a  master  of  a  vessel  not 
long  since  was  extreme  bad,  who  swallowed  seven  buttered  musket 
bullets  which  I  beleive  was  the  chief  thing  that  helpt  him,  they 
lay  several  days  before  they  came  away,  and  then  he  had  ease.  If 
he  had  taken  as  many  more  he  would  have  been  well  sooner,  there 
is  no  kind  of  danger  in  taking  them  if  they  ly  in  the  body  long 
I  know  no  hurt  can  follow.  The  man  above  said  had  taken  rubila 
at  both  ends  but  I  judge  his  help  came  by  the  bullets.  The  bell 
has  rung  nine  and  Mr  Davis  will  be  gone  to  bed. 

Your  Owne 

W.  Winthrop 


1684 

Wait  Winthrop  to  Fitz-John  Winthrop 

Boston,  Octobr  17th.  1684 

. . .  Sister  Wharton  has  got  a  boy  and  is  almost  up  againe.  My 
wife  holds  out  yet,  els  I  should  haue  seene  you  before  this.  I  can 
get  no  rent  of  Blany,*  who  I  feare  will  proue  a  shufleing  fellow, 
which  is  a  great  disapointmet  to  me.  I  sold  the  barrill  of  tallow 
you  sent  me  in  the  spring  to  one  Shakerley,  or  such  like  name, 
who  is  lately  run  away  towards  Rhode  Island.  If  you  meete 
with  him  make  him  pay  for  it.  His  wife  sayes  he  carryed  about 
£30  in  mony  with  him.  Here  is  Mr  Johnson  that  lay  at  Mr 
Crisps  from  Antegoa  againe.  I  haue  told  him  of  two  or  3  good 
horses  coming  downe,  and  he  defers  buying  till  thay  com;  ther- 
fore,  if  you  send,  let  them  com  as  soon  as  may  be.  Send  the  cattle 
to  be  here  about  a  week  before  the  next  full  moone,  els  what  I 
keep  for  my  selfe  will  not  be  halfe  so  good.  If  you  haue  any 
thing  els,  it  will  do  well.  This,  I  hope,  will  be  the  hardest  year.  If 

*Anthony  Blaney,  tenant  at  the  West  End,  for  whom  Blaney’s  Pond  was 
probably  named. 
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Mr  Cristophers  continue  delirious,  let  him  be  let  blood  in  the 
forehead  and  let  his  body  be  kept  soluble  by  loosening  things. 

I  am  your  owne 

W.  Winthrop 

Salt  beife  applyed  to  the  soles  of  his  feete  is  good ;  also  a  good 
dos  of  rubila,  as  the  case  may  be  circumstanced.  Send  me  word 
what  turkes  are  aliue.  Here  is  two  more  hens  to  had;  also  how 
the  rabitts  prosper.  I  haue  yet  no  certayne  intelligence  from 
Irland.  If  nothing  be  wanting  but  salt  I  think  I  could  send  som. 

Apparently  Winthrop’s  expectation  that  Blaney  would  prove 
a  “shufleing  fellow”  was  justified. 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents  that  I  Anthony  Blaney  of 
Boston  in  New  England  Baker  am  liolden  and  firmly  bound  and 
obliged  unto  Waitestil  Winthrop  of  Boston  aforesaid  gent,  in 
the  full  and  just  summe  of  One  hundred  and  sixty  pounds  etc. 

Mar.  23,  1685 

Anthony  Blaney 

The  islands  were  still  under  the  jurisdiction  of  “York,”  and 
it  must  have  been  disturbing  to  know  that  the  “Dukes  interest” 
might  at  any  time  be  transferred. 

Matthew  Mayhew  was  doubtless  glad  of  the  support  of  the 
two  Winthrops  in  dealing  with  the  New  York  authorities. 

Wait  Winthrop  to  Fitz-John  Winthrop 

Boston,  Nov.  11th.  1684 

.  .  .  Mr  Mayhew*  is  here  and  sayes  when  he  was  at  York  in 
the  sumer  the  Govr.  was  saying  he  wondred  that  neither  of  us 

*  Matthew  Mayhew,  of  Martha’s  Vineyard. 


The  Winthrop  Era 


157 


had  bin  with  him  yet.  It  would  do  well,  I  beleiue,  if  you  would  write 
to  him.  I  forget  whether  I  wrote  you  before  that  we  haue  certayne 
intelligence  that  Major  Thomson  and  others  were  purchasing 
the  Dukes  interest  at  York,  and  that  it  was  in  a  maner  concluded; 
but  the  next  ships,  which  are  expected  every  day,  will  bring  us 
more  certayne  intelligence  about  it,  and  we  may  know  the  better 
how  to  take  our  measures.  Mr  Randolph  writes  Mr  Dudley  that 
Sr.  Edmund  Andross  will  com  Govr.  hither.  My  wife  is  still  ex¬ 
pecting  the  good  hower.  She  desires  you  would  remember  a  barrill 
of  samp.  Not  els  but  that  I  doe  unfainedly  desire  God  to  restore 
and  continue  your  health,  and  that  I  am 

Your  affectionate  brother 

W.  Winthrop 

Wait  Winthrop  to  Fitz-John  Winthrop 

Nov.  30,  1684 

Deare  Brother,  — 

Since  I  wrote  ...  I  have  purchased  the  belt  which  accompanies 
this  for  30s.  It  cost  28  in  Barbados.  The  man  had  another  about 
halfe  so  good  which  he  kept  for  his  owne  use,  being  as  narrow  again. 
I  got  it  but  the  last  night,  being  Saturday  night,  and  could  not 
get  the  rivets  repaired  from  the  rust,  which  was  contracted  by  its 
long  voyage,  where  it  has  a  litle  damnified  the  leather. .  .  . 

The  bukles  are  not  plate;  but  may  serue  for  the  present  till 
a  better  may  be  got.  It  is  not  buff,  but  is,  I  belieue,  as  fashionable. 
I  forgot  in  my  former  letters  (tho  I  haue  severall  times  thought 
of  it)  to  desire  you  to  let  the  Indians  find  som  way  to  thrash  the 
best  of  the  hay  that  is  clover  at  the  island*  to  saue  the  seede.  If 
you  could  find  noe  use  for  it  there  it  would  make  grate  improue- 
ment  at  Tarpolin  Cove,  where  theyr  is  noe  grasse  to  hinder  it 
geting  into  the  old  Indian  F eilds,  espetially  if  it  were  sowne  with 
their  wheate,  which  I  could  cause  the  Indians  to  doe.  It  would  be 

*  Fisher’s  Island. 
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easy  for  the  squase  [squaws],  boyes,  and  girls  to  procure  a  good 
quantity  of  it  and  cleans  it  well  which  would  be  best;  for  the  clean 
seed  is  worth  a  halfe  a  crown  or  thre  shilling  the  pound,  and  would 
sell  for  redy  mony,  which  would  be  very  considerable  if  there  be 
no  other  use  of  it,  and  we  could  get  but  two  or  thre  hundred  wayght 
of  it  in  a  year,  which  might  easily  be  don  if  every  one  were  injoyned 
to  get  a  certayne  quantity  of  it  in  a  yeare.  Mr  Smith  tels  me  he 
has  lately  sent  300  lbs  of  it  to  York,  and  got  thre  sh.  the  pound 
for  it,  for  som  that  sent  for  it.  I  wonder  we  haue  not  thought  of 
a  way  to  saue  it  all  this  while,  knowing  the  benefit  as  well  as  the 
valew  of  it.  If  noe  better  way  be  found,  if  a  kind  of  smooth  place 
or  (floor)  to  be  made  by  the  stack  and  the  hay  only  shaked  over  it 
and  then  gathered  up,  a  grate  quantitye  might  be  saved.  All  that 
Mr  Smith  got  was  saved  after  that  way — not  els  but  that  I  am 

Your  own, 

W.  Winthrop 

The  hors,  it  seems  was  tired,  and  left  at  Mr  Smiths,  which  he 
would  not  have  been  by  fair  play.  John  Waterhous  I  doubt, 
spared  his  owne  too  much. 

Postscript;  Send  word  whether  the  hen  turkey  be  alive  or  whether 
there  be  any  at  the  Island.  Pray  remember  the  clover. 

1685 

Wait  Winthrop  to  Fitz-John  Winthrop 

Boston,  Dec.  10th.  1685 

...  I  heare  the  Govr.  of  York  intends  to  visit  Martha’s  Vine¬ 
yard  this  winter.  I  wish  I  could  learn  the  certainty  of  it.  It  might 
be  of  concernment  to  me  to  be  there. 

Some  idea  of  traveling  conditions  can  be  realized  by  those 
who  have  driven  extensively  on  Naushon. 
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Probably  the  post  road  from  Boston  to  Plymouth  and  from 
there  to  Woods  Hole  was  far  less  smooth  than  the  present  Main 
Road.  The  ruts  were  deeper,  the  sand  heavier  in  long  stretches, 
and  stones  and  tree  roots  made  rougher  wheel  tracks.  Wait 
Winthrop  usually  journeyed  on  horseback.  The  trip  to  Naushon 
must  have  taken  about  three  days.  A  homemade  rowboat  or 
canoe  brought  him  across  the  Hole  to  Nonamesset,  and  in  good 
weather  all  the  way  to  the  head  of  the  upper  harbor.  The  dairy 
farmhouse  was  probably  situated  near  the  well  just  northwest 
of  the  present  wharf. 

Wait  Winthrop  never  writes  of  rides  or  drives  on  the  island; 
there  was  probably  a  path  to  Tarpaulin  Cove,  the  French  Water¬ 
ing  Place  and  the  West  End,  but  whether  it  was  navigable  even 
for  an  ox  team  is  not  known. 

1688 

Wait  Winthrop  to  Fitz-John  Winthrop 

Boston  May  17th.  1688 

...  I  hope  the  Lancashire  hornpipe  sounds  briskly  from  the 
island  and  the  sheep  at  Rode  Island  will  shortly  dance  after  it. 
I  came  last  night  from  my  Tarpaulin  Cove  expedition,  and  have 
brought  home  a  paine  in  my  old  tooth,  which  proves  troublesome 
to  me.  My  jawes  forbid  me  to  write  more,  and  Cowell’s  folk  will 
be  in  bed,  and  T.  A.  be  gone  in  the  morning. 

Your  affectionate  brother 

W.  Winthrop 

Cap”.  Levin  is  not  arrived  yet.  By  the  next,  or  myself e,  you 
shall  haue  snaffles  for  all  the  rats  in  town. 

This  letter  of  Wait  Winthrop  to  his  son  John  was  written 
when  he  was  about  fourteen  years  of  age. 
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1695 

New  London, 

July  25,  1695 

My  dear  Child, 

I  have  had  your  letter  by  the  two  or  three  last  posts.  I  am  glad 
to  hear  you  are  all  well.  I  pray  God  continues  health  to  you  all. 
I  would  haue  sent  you  a  hors  before,  but  haue  been  absent  when 
the  post  went  away  sometimes  and  the  wall  eyed  hors  has  been  in 
the  woods  ever  since  I  came  and  could  not  be  found,  and  the  roan 
hors  is  lost,  but  I  think  to  send  your  little  hors  by  Sam  Newman, 
if  he  goes  with  this  post.  Love  your  sister  and  remember  me  to 
her,  and  your  aunts  and  your  cousins  and  your  master.  Do  not 
forget  to  pray  to  God  and  read  some  chapters  everyday.  Have 
a  care  of  eating  trash.  I  pray  God  bless  you  and  your  sister  and 
keep  you  in  his  fear  and  favor. 

Your  loving  Father 

Wait  Winthrop 

Wait  Winthrop  to  Fitz-John  Winthrop 

For  yourselfe 

Boston,  Octbr.  28th.  1695 

...  I  gaue  you  a  large  ace1  of  all  I  could  think  of  the  last  year, 
but  understand  my  letters  were  taken,  and  haue  not  wrote  to  you 
lately  because  expected  you  here,  and  fear  I  shall  not  think  of 
many  things  I  might  write  now,  being  but  newly  com  home  from 
Tarpolin  Coue,  and  find  the  ships  j  ust  going,  and  can  but  hint  as 
things  com  into  mind.  .  .  . 

I  shall  send  by  them  a  cake  of  the  bayberry  wax,  about  23lb-, 
which  is  som  I  had  by  me  since  last  year,  and  is  all  I  can  procure,  it 
being  but  now  the  time  to  gather  it,  and  none  yet  com  in.  I  know  not 
whether  there  may  be  any  mixture  in  it,  which  is  not  so  well 
deserned  by  the  colour  (which  is  preserved  or  heightened  by  melt¬ 
ing  in  a  brass  vessell  and  lost  in  iron)  as  by  the  smell  of  the  snuff e  of 
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the  candles,  which  giues  a  delicate  perfume  of  itselfe,  but  stinks  if 
adulterated.  I  haue  laid  out  for  som  very  good  from  the  Island,  and 
may  send  if  any  opertunity  after  this.  I  haue  sent  you  by  Captn. 
Shute,  comander  of  the  S*.  Joseph,  two  halfe  barrills  of  cram- 
berryes,  and  intend  to  send  a  barrill  by  these  men,  Steven’s,  if  I  can 
get  them.  In  my  letters  that  miscaried  I  minded  you  of  many  things 
we  used  to  discours  of,  which  I  suppose  you  will  not  forget.  You 
might  persuade  the  Govr.  to  bring  horses  and  mares  too.  Here 
wants  a  breed  of  the  best  sheep  in  England;  also  hares,  pecocks, 
phesants,  partriges.  Pray  enquire  also  into  the  matter  of  diping 
lether  or  wooling  clothes  to  make  them  keep  out  wett,  which  I 
think  I  saw  mentioned  in  som  print.  .  .  .  Also  I  hope  John  will 
send  his  duty  to  you  in  his  letter,  and  thank  you  for  his  fishing 
rod  and  flagellet.  I  haue  enquired,  and  cannot  get  a  quintaile  of 
merchantable  fish  in  town  fit  to  send;  if  the  wind  be  out  of  the 
way  tomorrow,  shall  enquire  farther.  .  .  . 

your  affectionate  brother 

Wait  Winthrop 

1698 

Wait  Winthrop  to  Fitz-John  Winthrop 

Boston,  July  11th.  1698 

...  I  cannot  ride  the  black  hors  a  jornye  without  unjoynting 
of  me.  I  would  haue  him  fit  for  a  market  and  put  him  off.  There 
was  a  little  truss  chesnut  or  sorrell  hors  that  was  broke  and  paced 
well  would  serue  me  for  one,  and  the  pyed  mare  Sam  Newman 
left  goes  very  easy  if  she  haue  no  colt;  a  troting  hors  for  Mingo, 
either  the  Elsabeth  Island,  or  Gardners  Island,  or  one  of  the  coach 
horses,  or  any  other.  Tis  vacation  time  at  Cambridg,  and  I  know 
not  but  what  it  will  be  better  to  take  John  with  me  if  I  go  into  the 
country;  twill  keep  him  out  of  harms  way.  The  scolars  are  all 
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gone  for  fiue  or  six  weeks,  which  is  their  custom  every  year.  If 
you  send  the  horses,  let  them  com  by  this  post  if  you  can. . . . 

Yours, 

Wait  Winthrop 

1699 

Wait  Winthrop  to  Fitz-John  Winthrop 

Boston,  Nour.  20th,  1699 

.  .  .  Our  Superior  Court,  which  adjourned  till  this  day,  will 
hold  a  day  or  two  longer,  and  Thursday  is  a  thanksgiuing  through¬ 
out  this  province,  and  if  the  wether  hold  off  I  hope  to  be  going 
towards  the  island  on  Fryday,  or  next  Munday  at  farthest.  Here 
is  a  ship  or  two  going  for  England  in  a  week,  fortnight,  or  thre 
weekes.  Loue  and  servis  to  all,  and  am 

Yours, 

W.  Winthrop 

1700 

Matthew  Mayhew  to  Wait  Winthrop 
Honored  Sir. 

I  wrote  you  lately  by  Mr  Ball  which  I  know  not  whether  he 
delivered  it,  being  to  request  you  to  pay  him  for  me  £5  if  he 
should  take  passage  for  England — I  intended  to  have  been  at 
Boston  before  this  time,  but  doubting  the  Season  of  the  year  might 
be  prejudiciall  to  my  health,  especially  remembering  how  small 
a  matter  of  getting  cold  last  month  brought  me  so  near  Death.  I 
have  deferred  my  Journey  until  the  Spring  when  if  you  shall  have 
payed  sd.  £5  for  me  I  shall  thankfully  repay  it. 

Sr.  you  may  please  call  to  mind  you  promised  to  let  me  have 
Cedrs  for  inclosing  my  field,  out  of  the  Swamps  at  Nashawna, 
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but  John  Weeks  will  expect  your  license.  I  request  you  will 
please  to  certifie  him  thereof,  the  strip  we  want  is  hardly  of  value 
on  sd.  Island  being  generally  poles,  so  as  to  load  a  boat  with  we 
suppose  about  1000  and  accounting  rayles  made  out  of  trees  not 
fit  for  timber  or  clapboards  I  must  request  yor  honr  to  advertise 
sd.  wood  being  an  hopeful  winter  for  seasonable  cold  and  my  son 
will  endeavor  to  have  sd.  wood  when  yr  honr  may  please  to  direct 
therein:  This  being  the  present  occasion  of  giving  yor  Self  the 
trouble  of  these  lines;  with  my  best  respects  to  yor  honorble  self 
and  Ladie,  with  Mr  Winthroppe  yor  honored  Son  Subscribe  as 
lam;  Honorable  Sr. 

Dat:  Mart.  Viney  Yor  honors  humble  Srvant 

Dec.  10th.  1700  Matt:  Mayhew 


1701 

If  the  Tarpolin  Cove  hoss  be  in  (fatt?)  and  could  be  kept  in 
case  I  would  bespeak  a  passage  for  him  to  the  sugar  plantations, 
and  send  for  him  which  you  may  advise  me  of  by  the  next.  If  the 
boys  had  kept  the  jades  to  work,  they  would  not  have  got  into 
the  corn.  I  have  sold  all  the  jades  at  Tarpolin  to  one  Green  at 
Malden  who  has  some  partners  that  are  Jockeyes,  for  40  lb.  per 
head  (except  about  8  or  9  of  the  best)  that  is  all  above  2  years  old, 
and  all  under  2  years  for  20  lb.  per  head  and  take  them  there  as 
they  run,  and  he  has  bin  there  and  brought  about  20  of  them  away 
for  the  first  turn,  and  is  to  pay  when  he  has  made  money  of  them. 

I  suppose  ther  may  be  such  another  turn  for  them.  If  you 
could  send  me  word  about  what  number  you  have  there  I  might 
either  agre  with  them  on  the  same  terms  or  with  some  of  the 
Sarranam  merchants. 

In  a  little  time  I  think  the  Gen  [Gentlemans]  treatment  was 
better  than  his  witt  or  manners,  I  will  acquaint  Simpson  with  his 
mistakes.  I  am  always  forc’t  to  use  a  horn  at  first  and  afterward 
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they  do  well.  I  have  not  heard  one  word  from  the  Cape  nore  the 
Vineyard  but  hope  they  will  do  well. 

I  am  yours, 

W.  W. 

Wait  Winthrop  to  Fitz-John  Winthrop,  Aug.  11 

I  think  I  must  of  necessity  goe  this  week  to  the  Island  to  settle 
that  affair,  where  I  intend  to  stay  but  a  few  days.  .  .  . 

W.  Winthrop 

Boston 

Sept.  1  1701 

Dear  Brother, 

I  came  home  from  the  Island  on  Fryday  last,  and  have  yours 
of  the  14th.  of  August,  which  I  think  had  been  opened;  .  .  .  John 
was  with  me  at  the  Island,  I  knew  not  that  his  letter  was  in 
Mohawk;  he  thinks  you  understand  all  languages,  and  thought, 
I  suppose,  to  approve  himself  to  yr  liking  in  order  to  some 
preferment. 

Sept.  28  1702 

.  .  .  John  told  me  you  were  enquiring  about  goats,  and  have 
ordered  the  folks  at  the  Island  to  send  a  score  by  the  first  vessell 
that  puts  in  there  and  will  take  them  on  board,  no  opertunity 
offering  whilst  I  was  there. 

I  have  not  else  but  love  and  servis  to  everybody 
I  am  your  affectionate  brother 

W.  Winthrop 

The  extracts  from  the  diary  of  John  Winthrop  were  written 
the  year  after  his  graduation  from  college. 

He  seems  somewhat  unappreciative  of  the  care  and  oft- 
expressed  affection  lavished  upon  him  not  only  by  his  parents,  but 
by  his  uncle  Fitz-John. 


John  Winthrop,  F.R.S 
1681-1747 


The  Winthrop  Era 


165 


1702 

Memoranda  of  John  Winthrop,  F.R.S. 

Since  I  came  to  years  of  understanding,  I  have  taken  a  little 
notice  of  ye  affairs  of  ye  world,  and  have  found  it  to  be  in  a  most 
distracted  posture,  full  of  confusion.  Not  a  man  or  anything 
constant  or  true.  I  am  now  this  present  year,  1702,  twenty-one 
years  of  age,  and  in  all  my  life  hitherto  have  never  found  a  true 
friend  one  yt  I  could  trust.  Even  my  very  Relations  have  proved 
false,  and  betrayed  me.  When  I  reflect  upon  my  mispent  time, 
and  think  how  long  I  have  lived,  and  how  little  I  have  done  for  ye 
servis  of  Xt.  I  mourn  and  lie  low  in  ye  dust  before  ye  Lord  my 
Creator.  Lord,  if  thy  Majesty  will  vouchsafe  to  grant  me  grace, 
I  will  promise  to  serve  yee  my  Redeemer  all  the  remaining  Days  of 
my  Pilgrimage.  Deus  Secundat. 

Boston,  Aug.  21,  1702  Reacht  to  Mr  Cushin’s  y*  night.  Next 
day  being  Saturday  we  went  as  far  as  Plymouth,  where  we  kept 
ye  Sabbath.  Mr  Little  ye  minister  of  ye  towne  preacht. 

Monday  morning  we  got  out  from  Plymouth.  Went  to 
Dartmouth.  Lodged  at  Capt.  Pope’s.  Next  day  we  [rowed] 
round  to  Moniment*  Bay.  Came  to  a  little  farm  house,  where  we 
lay  yl  night.  Supt  upon  Venison  etc. 

Wednesday  Morning  it  rained  hard  with  thunder.  After¬ 
noon  it  cleared  up.  We  went  on  our  journey  and  came  to  Suc- 
conesset,  f  where  we  lodged  y4  night.  Next  morning  went  over 
to  ye  Island  in  a  Canoe. 

Sept,  ye  12,  1702.  The  house  on  ye  East  end  of  Elizabeth’s 
Island  was  raised.  Ye  Indians  say  before  ye  English  came  to 
America,  yr  was  a  white  whale  kept  in  ye  great  pond  at  ye  West 
end  of  Kataimuk  Island. 

Mr  Stanton’s  powow  at  Stonington.  [Connecticut.] 

*  Buzzards  Bay. 

f  Falmouth. 
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Before  ye  English  inhabited  Orniticott,  ye  Indians  could  raise 
upon  Fishers  Island  600  fighting  men  out  of  ye  dwellers  at  ye 
Island. 

Tarpaulin  Cove  on  Elizabeth’s  Island,  Sept.  1702.  Here  ar¬ 
rived  an  English  ship  from  Nevis  Ye  Master  whereof  sent  Father 
a  dozen  and  a  half  of  Oranges. 

Ye  Indians  relate  a  story  yt  a  Powow  which  lived  at  Moni- 
ment  Bay  before  ye  English  came  over  to  ye  Nothun  America 
meting  with  some  affront  from  the  Indians  yt  inhabited  Nau- 
shauna  Island  out  of  Revenge  got  ye  Devell  to  throw  over  a  Rattle 
snake  wh  increased  much  and  soon  after  a  squaw  was  bit  by  one. 

Ye  Natives  of  ye  Elizabeth  Island  say  yt  ye  Devell  was  mak¬ 
ing  a  stone  Bridge  over  from  ye  main  to  Nanamesset  Island,  and 
while  he  was  rowling  ye  stones  and  placing  of  ym  under  water 
a  crab  catched  him  by  ye  fingers,  with  wh  he  snatched  up  his 
hand  and  flung  it  towards  Nantucket,  and  ye  Crabs  breed  there 
ever  since. 

Ye  iner  barck  of  ye  root  of  ye  tallest  baberry  bush  steeped 
in  water,  ye  Indians  on  Elizabeths  Island  cure  ye  Bloody  Flux 
with.  Quere — Whether  if  steeped  in  wine  it  would  not  be  better. 

Ye  Dutch  Ship  yt  came  into  ye  harbour  of  New  London  be¬ 
fore  New  England  was  inhabited.  A  ship  to  sail  under  water,  also 
through  air. 

This  last  sentence  suggests  a  far  look  into  futurity. 

To  what  does  Winthrop  refer  in  speaking  of  the  Dutch  ship? 
Is  it  to  the  legend  of  the  “Flying  Dutchman,”  or  had  he  heard 
of  the  experiments  of  Cornelius  V an  Drebel,  who  in  the  year  1620 
navigated  a  submarine  beneath  the  waters  of  the  Thames?  The 
motive  power  in  that  case  was  oars,  but  for  several  hours  the  in¬ 
ventor  plied  back  and  forth  ten  or  fifteen  feet  below  the  placid 
surface  of  the  river.  This  accomplishment  gave  to  a  young 
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clergyman,  John  Wilkins*,  the  vision  of  the  submarine  of  the 
future.  It  may  also  have  inspired  John  Winthrop  with  this  pro¬ 
phetic  picture  of,  “A  ship  to  sail  under  water,  also  through  air.” 

Judge  Sewall  had  to  visit  upon  his  magisterial  rounds  not 
only  Plymouth  and  the  upper  and  lower  Cape,  but  also  the  out¬ 
lying  islands.  His  journal  gives  a  graphic  picture  of  the  rigors 
of  the  drive  from  town  to  town,  the  crossing  to  the  Vineyard  and 
little  glimpses  of  Naushon,  all  over  a  period  of  years. 

1692-1706 

Extract  from  Sew  all’s  Diary 

Thursday,  Sept.  29,  1692.  The  Major  sets  out  for  Elizabeth’s 
Island  and  Martha’s  Vineyard.  Governor  comes  to  town. 

August  19,  1701.  Sign  an  order  for  Capt.  Crow  to  cruise  to 
Tarpolin  Cove,  because  of  some  suspected  vessels  there  as  Gov. 
Cranston  informs. 

Aug.  26,  1706.  Feria  Secunda.  About  2  P.  M.  Mr  Brom- 
field  and  I  set  out  for  Martha’s  Vineyard;  got  well  to  Cush¬ 
ing’s  about  Daylight  shutting  in.  27  to  Moreys,  28  to  Sandwich, 
29  to  Lecture  at  Pompesprisset;  on  the  way  thither,  a  small 
stump  overset  the  Calash,  and  Mr  Bromfield  was  much  hurt, 
which  made  our  Journey  afterwards  uncomfortable.  30  rested. 
.  .  .  31  Went  to  Succonesset  [Falmouth]  but  could  not  get  over. 
.  .  .  Septr  2.  Embarked  for  the  Vineyard;  but  by  stormy  rough 
wether  were  forced  back  again  to  Wood’s  Hole.  Lodg’d  at  B. 
Skiffs.  He  showed  me  the  Bay,  and  Mr  Weeks  Harbour. f 

Septr  3.  Went  to  the  Vineyard  with  a  fair  wind.  .  .  .  Septr  9 
Monday  embark’d  [from  Holmes  Hole]  with  a  scant  wind;  put 
in  to  Tarpolin  Cove;  Mr  Bromfield  not  yielding  to  go  to  Cushnet. 

*  John  Wilkins,  ancestor  of  the  scientist,  Arctic  and  Antarctic  aviator,  and 
first  navigator  of  a  submarine  under  the  ice,  Sir  Hubert  Wilkins. 

f  Hadley’s  Harbor. 
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There  spake  with  Darby  who  shewed  us  the  prisoners  Fines. 
Spake  with  Mr  Weeks. 

Septr  10.  Gave  the  squaw  that  has  lost  her  feet,  Ten  pounds  of 
Wool.  When  the  Tide  serv’d,  sail’d  for  Cushnet,  had  a  good 
passage.  .  .  .  Septr  11  Five  Indians  carried  Mr  Bromfield  in  a 
chair  from  Spooner’s  to  Assowamset,  and  so  to  Taunton. 

1703 

Wait  Winthrop  to  Fitz-John  Winthrop 
Dear  Brother, 

Anthony  is  here  and  brought  five  [fine]  cattle,  but  I  could 
get  nothing  of  him.  He  says  he  has  been  treating  with  you  about 
the  other  part  of  the  Farme,  he  gives  [Sabin?]  a  very  ill  charac¬ 
ter,  when  R - s  fall  out  etc. 

Here  is  little  news  by  these  ships,  if  winter  were  not  soe  nere 
I  would  go  to  Tarpolin  before  I  come  to  you,  to  save  50  lb.  which 
I  doubt  I  shall  not  get  this  year  else,  but  tis  too  late  in  the  year. 

Yours 

W.  Winthrop 

John  Weeks  was  born  about  1655,  son  of  William,  the  first 
settler  of  the  name  on  Martha’s  Vineyard.  William  was  a  sea¬ 
man  and  has  been  mentioned  in  connection  with  the  wreck  of  his 
vessel  in  Quick’s  Hole  in  1667  and  the  plundering  of  the  wreck 
by  the  Indians.  John  Weeks  was  given  liberty  to  “take  up”  land 
at  Falmouth,  which  he  did,  and  became  a  large  land  owner  in  the 
east  section.  His  brother  William  took  up  lands  in  “the  plains” 
of  F almouth  also. 

It  is  not  known  in  what  year  John  Weeks  came  to  the  Dairy 
Farm,  probably  in  1700  or  1701.  He  is  mentioned  as  a  teacher 
and  missionary  to  the  Indians  on  Naushon,  and  it  is  clear  that  for 
years  he  was  a  tenant  farmer,  who  paid  rent  to  Winthrop.  His 
brother  William  succeeded  him  at  the  farm.  Winthrop’s  first 
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letter  to  John  Weeks  is  dated  1707,  and  his  sons  were  still  upon  the 
island  twenty  years  later. 

Ray,  Fuller  and  Blaney  were  also  tenant  farmers  at  this  time, 
their  farms  being  at  the  West  End. 

Wait  Winthrop  to  Fitz-John  Winthrop 

Boston,  March,  1704 

Dear  Brother 

...  You  sent  no  pumpions  seeds,  noe  watermillions.  .  .  . 
If  my  sister  be  anything  better  I  must  goe  to  Plimitt  [Plymouth] 
som  time  this  week,  and  from  thence  I  think  to  goe  to  the  Island 
for  a  day  or  two.  My  love  and  servis  to  everybody. 

I  am  yours 

Wait  Winthrop 

The  trunk  will  take  no  hurt  till  the  key  comes  to  it. 


1706 


Personal 

Estate 

Real  Estate 

£  S. 

D. 

£ 

S. 

D. 

Maj.  Wait  Winthrop 

8 

4 

.  .  . 

8 

John  Weeks 

2  .  9 

.  9. 

1 

9. 

2. 

Joseph  Fuller 

17 

.  .  6. 

. . 

5. 

10. 

The  above  is  a  copy  of  Tax  Bill  from  Chilmark  for  E.  Islands 
in  ye  year  1706. 


1707 


Boston 

June  23,  1707 

Mr  John  Weekes; 

I  have  not  had  leisure  since  I  came  home  to  get  your  lease 
drawn,  but  shall  have  it  done  as  soon  as  may  be.  I  hope  you  have 
got  mony  for  your  woole  it  being  in  good  demand,  and  hope  you 
will  send  me  the  balance  of  your  account  which  I  depend  on,  hav- 
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ing  more  than  ordinary  occasion  for  it.  I  heare  you  are  sending 
woole  to  the  westward  where  you  have  promised.  If  you  have  any 
desire  to  dispose  of  what  you  have  for  other  uses  and  not  pay  your 
rent  I  shall  take  it  very  ill  and  you  will  not  do  honestly  to  dis- 
apoint  me,  pray  let  me  hear  from  you  as  soon  as  you  can.  If 
Jonothan  Hatch  or  somebody  would  handle  the  little  two  year 
old  hors  coult  ...  I  would  com  up  with  them  for  it  especially  if 
he  should  be  taught  to  pull  well,  pray  remember  the  two  goslings 
at  Mr  Fullers. 

I  am  your  friend 

Wait  Winthrop 


if  I  can  get  the  nayles 
Mr  Fuller  speakes  of  I 
shall  send  them  as  soon 
as  I  can. 


A  few  facts  have  come  to  light  concerning  Joseph  Fuller.  In 
his  lease  of  a  tract  of  land  at  the  western  end  of  Naushon  he  is 
described  as  a  “shipwright”  of  Boston.  In  the  year  1699  he  was 
living  at  Tarpaulin  Cove  and  his  tax  as  recorded  in  Falmouth 
seven  years  later  gives  the  levy  on  personal  estate  as  17  shillings 
sixpence,  and  upon  real  estate  5  shillings  tenpence. 

On  June  13th,  1717,  he  married  Martha  Hathaway  in  Fal¬ 
mouth.  They  were  apparently  content  with  island  life  for  they 
continued  to  live  at  the  Cove  and  their  son  Thomas  grew  up  there. 

The  one  letter  written  by  Joseph  Fuller  to  Wait  Winthrop 
in  the  year  1710,  here  given,  is  almost  undecipherable. 

The  last  mention  of  the  Fuller  family  is  in  1729,  and  so  for 
about  thirty  years  they  must  have  made  their  home  upon  Naushon. 

The  brand  or  ear  mark  of  each  sheep  owner  had  to  be  registered 
in  the  town  records. 


The  Ere  mark  of  Joseph  fuler  that  he  gives  his  cretures  is  a 
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crop  of  ech  ere  and  a  slit  in  ech  ere  and  a  happeny  under  sid  of 
ech  ere. 

Recorded  this  27  day  of  June  1729 
1710 

Wait  Winthrop  Tarpolin  Cove 

Apr.  25,  1710 

Sur  our  sirvis  presented  to  youerself  and  youers.  Thes  fue 
linis  her  to  give  you  Coump  [account]  how  it  is  with  me.  For  the 
winter  a  foare  this  [last?]  of  lorst  130  shep  and  the  somer  foling 
[following]  being  cornsuemed  with  droudth  and  wroms  [worms] 
I  have  loust  fouer  or  five  cattle  [  ?]  and  I  am  af rayed  I  shall  looes 
moore.  For  mony  I  have  none  I  shid  [should]  bin  glad  that  I 
could  [helped?]  your  onere  [honor]  for  if  it  should  pleas  god  to 
send  soch  a  nother  somer  we  shall  have  no  Creters  live  With  us 
for  we  have  very  little  grene  left  now.  [ illegible ]  I  never  seen 
your  letter  that  your  honor  sent  in  the  fall. 

I  will  send  all  the  baywax  I  have  been  geting  this  year  theres 
about  60  lb.  of  it. 

I  was  in  hopes  to  see  your  honor  this  Spring  and  then  you 
mit  [might]  heard  everything. 

No  more  at  present  but  your  loving  frind. 

Joseph  Ffuller 

Lik  your  onor  now  [know]  about  the  deare.  There  is  foies 
[false]  stories  cared  [carried]  to  your  honor;  ther  for  the  deare 
if  there  is  not  a  stop  the  Sedar  swamp  will  clear:  the  forester  or 
his  company  is  the  gretis  [cross]  and  the  deare  [are  sadly  dying]. 

For  they  must  have  somebody  for  to  blame  that  they  may 
carry  the  (greme  ) 

The  rest  of  the  letter  is  illegible. 

In  the  year  1707  Wait  Winthrop  married  Kathrine  Eyre,  his 
first  wife  having  died  some  years  previously.  At  about  this  same 
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time  his  son  John  married  Ann,  daughter  of  Governor  Joseph 
Dudley. 

1711 

New  London 

My  dear  Son;  May  31,  1711 

.  .  .  The  privateers  have  been  at  Tarpolin  Cove  and  taken 
severall  vessels,  if  you  should  send  precipitately  and  it  should 
be  taken  it  would  undoe  us  all  at  once.  Not  else  but  my  love  to 
my  daughter  and  the  poore  little  babe. .  .  . 

Your  Affectionate  Ffather 

Wait  Winthrop 


John  Winthrop  to  Wait  Winthrop 

.  .  .  Just  now  came  in  Capt.  Sewall  to  enquire  your  health  and 
intends  to  write  to  you  to  send  what  prints  and  news  there  is 
stirring. 

I  am  glad  to  hear  of  about  moving  your  baggage  but  what 
they  intend  by  going  to  that  little  Cottage*  I  can’t  imagine.  I 
hope  your  Hartford  gentlemen  are  now  with  you,  whom  please 
to  salute.  The  sooner  your  whole  business  is  finished  the  better, 
and  it  will  be  best  to  put  some  trusty  body  in,  to  look  after,  till 
you  know  when. 

I  don’t  hear  that  Privateers  have  done  any  considerable 
Dammage  at  Elizabeth’s  Island.  Their  being  lately  on  your  coast 
need  not  be  any  difficulty,  for  your  man  will  not  venture  with¬ 
out  a  convoy,  but  if  he  comes  at  all,  the  Sooner  the  better  and  he 
must  have  some  time  to  make  preparations  for  it  and  it  will  be 
most  convenient  to  come  while  you  are  there. 

Thomas  Lechmere  to  John  Winthrop 
Dear  Brother, 

...  I  am  now  to  beg  one  favor  of  you,  that  you  secure  for  me 

*  Probably  at  Fisher’s  Island. 
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all  the  bayberry  wax  you  can  possibly  lay  your  hands  on;  what 
charge  you  shall  be  at  in  securing  it  shall  be  thankfully  repaid 
you  or  yor  order  upon  receipt  of;  You  must  take  care  they  do 
not  putt  too  much  tallow  among  it,  being  a  custom  and  cheat  they 
have  gott.  Pray  be  mindfull  of  it,  and  at  any  time  till  I  forbid  it, 
secure  me  what  you  can.  We  are  through  mercy  all  in  good 
health.  I  am  with  due  respects  to  all  in  generall. 

Sr.  ye  very  hum.  servt. 

Thos.  Lechmere 

Pray  answer  if  [you]  can  procure  any  wax  or  not;  they  tell 
[me  the]  best  place  is  off  yor  islands. 

Horses  are  now  in  demand;  if  [you]  have  any  good  ones, 
would  sell  indifferent  well. 


It  will  be  noticed  that  in  Wait  Winthrop’s  day  the  tenant 
farmers  on  Tarpaulin  were  expected  to  pay  a  substantial  rent. 


1714 

Boston 
May  31,  1714 

Dear  Son; 

.  .  .  John  Weekes  was  here  last  week  to  make  up  his  account, 
and  brought  not  one  penny  but  by  his  own  reconning  is  £380 
od  mony  in  debt,  and  is  gon  home  to  make  up  an  other  £100  for 
the  ensueing  year,  this  I  have  by  leting  people  alone  to  long.  I 
pray  God  to  bless  and  keep  you  all. 

Your  loving  ffather 

Wait  Winthrop 

Wait  Winthrop  to  His  Son  in  Connecticut 


Boston 
Aug.  9,  1714 


Dear  Son; 

...  I  cannot  advise  which  way  is  best  for  my  daughter  to  com. 


174 


Early  History  or  Naushon  Island 


I  suppose  she  cannot  com  without  the  young  child,  and  one  or 
two  of  the  other,  if  she  be  not  sick  at  sea  and  a  fair  opportunity 
present  that  would  be  the  easiest,  but  I  would  by  no  means  have 
her  out  at  sea  between  the  eighteenth  and  twenty  fourth  of  August, 
its  rare  that  ever  we  mist  of  a  storm  or  hurrycane  about  those  days. 
I  must  leave  it  to  yourselves  to  do  what  God  shall  direct.  I  want 
John  Weekes  his  lease  and  Fuller’s  agreement.  Fuller  was  here 
tother  day  but  brought  nothing  and  says  the  French*  killed  all 
his  stock  and  left  him  but  two  sheep  and  five  or  six  cattle. 

Coffin’s  son  of  Nantucket  and  others  have  been  with  me  to  hire 
it  against  next  year.  I  suppose  W eekes  will  be  here  again  quickly, 
and  hope  that  [those  he]  would  hire  are  men  of  estate.  .  .  . 

Your  loving  ffather 

Wait  Winthrop 

1714-15 

Boston,  Jan.  17,  1714 

Dear  Son; 

.  .  .  John  Weekes  was  here  lately  and  brought  me  £14  in¬ 
stead  of  nere  500  and  says  he  cannot  leave  the  island  but  will 
bring  me  good  security  in  the  beginning  of  March  next.  .  .  . 

Wait  Winthrop 


1715 

Boston,  May  9,  1715 

Dear  Son; 

...  I  would  be  glad  you  were  here  as  soon  as  it  may  be  con¬ 
venient  that  it  be  possible.  I  may  contrive  to  get  to  New  London. 

You  must  bring  what  mony  you  can  get  of  any  of  the  ten- 
nants  with  you,  for  Mr  Williams  fails  me  and  put  me  off  with 
promises  and  John  Weekes  who  owes  nere  £500  has  been  here 
twice  and  promised  to  be  here  again  the  last  week  with  £200,  but 

*The  French  Watering  Place  may  have  been  named  for  these  French 
marauders. 
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is  not  come,  and  if  he  should  not  I  shall  be  wonderfully  dis¬ 
appointed  and  shall  as  much  disappoint  others  and  must  be 
forced  to  take  up  some,  if  I  can  find  where.  The  barber  has 
promised  to  have  a  wig  ready  next  week.  .  .  . 

Wait  Winthrop 


Boston 

July  12,  1715 

Dear  Son; 

.  .  .  Weekes  was  here  last  week  and  brought  his  mortgage 
according  to  directions  but  left  the  certificate  of  the  select  men, 
and  so  could  not  have  the  mony  before  he  sends  that,  but  when 
it  comes  too  it  is  [that]  for  <£125  instead  of  the  £200  he  promised, 
so  he  is  gone  home  and  promised  to  send  the  paper  required  this 
week.  He  made  up  his  account  with  me  and  falls  in  debt  £452 
besides  the  growing  year.  If  he  sends  the  paper  there  will  be  so 
much  less  and  he  hoped  to  pay  £100  more  this  fall.  He  is  not  will¬ 
ing  to  go  off,  but  hopes  to  weather  it  all  and  will  mortgage  the 
rest  of  his  land  for  security  of  the  stock  and  rent.  He  gave  me  a 
£1000  bond  for  what  is  and  will  be  due  this  year.  He  must  give 
me  good  security  after  this  year  or  leave  it.  .  .  . 

Your  loving  ffather 

Wait  Winthrop 


Boston 

October,  1715 

Dear  Son; 

.  .  .  You  have  Fuller’s  agreement  about  Tarpolin  Cove,  which 
you  must  send  now.  .  .  . 


Wait  Winthrop 
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Oct.  3,  1715 

Dear  Son; 

.  .  .  Fuller  is  here  now,  he  brought  about  ten  pounds  of  green 
wax,  and  thats  all.  I  doubt  I  had  not  his  paper. 

Wait  Winthrop 

Wait  Winthrop  is  called  upon  for  medical  advice,  although 
not  so  frequently  as  in  former  times.  His  remedies  still  have 
unique  ingredients. 


1716 

Wait  Winthrop  to  His  Son  John 

Boston 

Feb.  11,  1716 

Dear  Son, 

.  .  .  All  the  little  bottles  are  done  up  with  hay  in  paper,  to¬ 
gether  by  themselves  in  a  distinkt  little  bundle:  there  is  also  a 
bottle  of  brandy.  .  .  .  Inclosed  is  the  Minera  and  a  little  of  the 
lyon’s  hair,  what  he  would  let  his  keeper  get  off  at  this  time.  The 
minera  must  be  hung  at  the  pit  of  the  stomach,  the  lyon’s  hair  to 
be  applied  under  the  arms.  .  .  . 

Your  loving  father 

Wait  Winthrop 

Boston 
April  2,  1716 

Dear  Son ; 

.  .  .  Weeks  keeps  the  island  at  140  [pounds]  he  brought  me 
but  a  small  matter  but  promises  to  send  more  speedily. 

Wait  Winthrop 

Wait  Winthrop  to  His  Son  John 
.  .  .  John  Weeks  has  not  sent  me  anything  yet  according  to 
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his  promise,  therefore  there  seems  to  be  a  necessity  for  me  to 
visit  him,  unless  I  hear  speedily  from  him.  He  has  greatly  dis¬ 
appointed  me  in  not  sending  what  he  promised,  and  tho  I  agreed 
with  him  on  terms  yet  he  has  no  lease  yet,  but  was  to  come  hither 
before  now,  if  I  could  not  get  hither.  .  .  . 

Wait  Winthrop 


Thomas  Lechmere,  who  had  in  1706  married  Wait  Winthrop’s 
daughter  Ann,  now  began  to  take  an  interest  in  the  affairs  of 
the  island. 

According  to  one  unexecuted  will  of  Winthrop  he  had  in¬ 
tended  to  leave  the  Naushon  property  to  his  daughter,  Ann 
Lechmere. 

When  he  found  his  son-in-law  so  frequently  in  financial  diffi¬ 
culties  he  apparently  decided  to  make  no  definite  disposition,  but 
to  let  the  laws  of  inheritance  take  their  course. 

The  plea  of  Thomas  Lechmere’s  mother  in  behalf  of  Thomas 
and  his  family  struck  no  responsive  chord  in  the  heart  of  Winthrop. 


Lucy  Lechmere  to  Wait  Winthrop 


Sr. 


May  24th,  1716 


...  I  am  sure  Thom  was  sett  out  into  ye  world  in  as  good 
circumstances  as  most  younger  bros,  and  plac’d  in  a  house  of  as 
good  busyness;  therefor  his  parents  are  not  to  be  blam’d,  &  I 
hope  he  does  not  want  capassity,  therefore  I  hope  he’l  now  en¬ 
deavor  to  get  into  busyness  again.  His  famely  now  is  not  very 
few,  &  in  all  probability  may  increase,  &  tis  his  duty  to  take  care 
to  provide  for  ym  (wch  I  dont  see  how  yt  can  be  done  in  ye 
way  Thom  has  lived  for  some  years),  &  all  unnecessary  expences 
must  be  avoyded.  Fine  horses  quickly  eat  out  their  heads,  &  are 
only  fitt  for  men  of  great  estates;  therefor  not  proper  for  Thom, 
I  fear.  I  understand  Sr.,  what  fortune  you  designed  for  your 
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dar  is  still  in  yr  own  hands,  &  yt  you  have  bin  plessed  to  give  yr 
son  and  dar  an  iland  (doubtless  a  thing  of  vallew)  &  I  hope  in 
your  own  life  time  you’lso  settle  ye  iland  on  ym  that  there  may  be 
noe  roome  for  dispute  when  you  are  gon,  for  by  ye  laws  of  Old 
England  all  land  falls  to  ye  son  &  none  to  dars;  but  what  yr  laws 
are  I  know  not,  but  tis  good  to  leave  things  wth  out  dispute.  Sr  if 
what  I  have  writ  dos  not  agree  wth  ye  sentiments,  I  beseech  you 
to  excuse  me,  for  it  all  proceeds  from  a  true  care  for  my  son  & 
his  family,  &  as  you  are  so  nere  ym  it  lys  on  yu  to  give  what  advise 
and  assistance  yu  see  necessary,  &  it  shall  be  my  harty  prayer  to 
God  Almighty  to  bless  ym  and  all  endevors  for  their  welfare.  I 
am  in  all  respect,  Sr 

Yr  very  humble  servant 

L.  Lechmere 

Indorsed  by  Wait  Winthrop,  “Madam  Lechmere,  rec’d  May 
25.  16:  inclosed  in  the  other  of  July  25.  16.” 

Thomas  Lechmere  to  John  Winthrop,  F.R.S. 

Dear  Broth.  July  27,  1716 

Not  having  received  any  from  you  by  this  last  post,  likewise 
so  I  have  the  less  to  impart ;  my  portmantle  I  have  at  last  received 
in  good  order,  tho’  through  much  difficulty  and  disappointment, 
but  all  is  well.  I  met  with  an  opportunity  the  other  day  for  con¬ 
veying  a  letter  to  friend  Weekes,  which  I  very  readily  embraced 
and  sent  him  a  letter  in  such  a  method,  as  I  hope  will  have  some 
influence  upon  him  to  make  him  comply  with  your  orders  some¬ 
time  since  and  likewise  gave  him  an  account  of  your  late  act  of 
this  province  concerning  the  preservation  of  Deer  within  this 
province  and  that  I  had  intimation  given  me  of  their  being  almost 
if  not  all  destroyed,  and  that  upon  a  sure  information  wee  were 
resolved  to  put  said  act  in  Execution  to  the  uttermost,  which  I 
hope  will  meet  with  your  approbation. 
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Wee  have  now  Shipps  coming  in  from  England  almost  daily, 
no  news  of  any  great  consequence,  more  are  daily  expected,  but 
here  is  talk  of  a  Pirate  on  this  coast  whereupon  the  Governor  has 
thought  fitt  to  order  our  Man  Of  War  to  go  in  quest  of  her,  who 
is  this  day  sailled  with  a  fair  fresh  gale  of  wind.  We  all  wish  him 
good  luck.  Should  the  Pirate  take  one  of  our  London  vessels  he 
would  have  a  good  Ball,  there  being  English  wives  on  board  what 
are  expected.  .  .  .  Mr  Bowdoine  is  in  hopes  you  will  not  be  long 
before  you  come  to  town,  upon  which  I  told  him  I  thought  it 
would  not,  wherewith  we  ended  and  so  give  me  leave  to  conclude 
this,  with  all  our  kind  services  to  you  all  and  remain, 

Yr.  Very  Affect.  Bro.  &  Humb.  Servt. 

Thos.  Lechmere 


Thomas  Lechmere  to  John  Winthrop,  F.R.S. 

Boston 

Feb.  11,  1716 

B.  (Borland)  has  mentioned  to  me  ye  buying  your  white  horse 
at  ye  Island,  pray  share  not  in  the  price,  tho  if  I  had  him  here, 
could  sell  him  for  much  more,  I  am  of  the  opinion,  than  you 
can,  horses  still  bear  at  most  extravagant  prices. 

My  father  has  lett  ye  island  to  Weekes  &  Sons  again  on  a 
lease  of  6  years.  .  .  . 

Tho.  Lechmere 


1717 

In  1717  Wait  Winthrop  died.  Of  him  Judge  Sewall  says 
in  his  diary:  He  was  “the  great  stay  and  ornament  of  the  Council, 
a  very  pious,  prudent,  courageous  New  England  man  .  .  .  for 
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parentage,  piety,  prudence,  philosophy,  love  to  New  England 
ways  and  people  very  eminent.” 


Epitaphium 


Wait  Winthrop 
1717 


Hades  look’d  into 


The  Power  of  Our  Great 
Saviour 
over  the 
Invisible  World 
and  the 

Gates  of  Death 
Which  lead  into  that  World 
considered  in 
A  Sermon 

Preached  at  the  funeral 
of  the  Honorable 
Wait  Winthrop  Esq. 
Who  expired,  7d.  IXm.  1717 
in  the  LXXVI  year  of  his  age 


By  C.  Mather  D.D.  &  F.R.S. 

Christe  potens  rerum  redeuntis  conditor  aevi, 
Vox  summa  sensusque  Dei,  quern  fudit  ab  alta 
Mente  Pater,  Tantique  dedit  Consortia  Regni 

Cland.,  de  Christ  Salvatore 


Boston:  Printed  by  T.  Crump  1717 
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An  Inventory  of  Estate  of  Hon.  Wait  Winthrop,  late  of 
Boston.  .  .  .  The  said  deceased  estate  lying  and  being  within  the 
Province  of  Massachusetts  Bay  in  New  England: — 


1  coach,  2  horses  &  tackle  thereto  belonging 
8  pictures  @  20s.  each 

2  large  looking  glasses 

Old  pewter  21th.  new  pewter  28th  is  49  at  1/6 
Two  trunks  and  a  case  of  draws 
One  large  salver  ' 

2  Spanish  dishes 
2  Salts 

One  tankard 
2  porrengers  | 

One  beaker 

Nine  spoons 

one  two  cared  cup 

2  pr.  candlesticks 

Snuffer  &  Snuff  stand  t 

One  case,  six  silver  haft  knives  and  ) 

six  spoons  &  six  forks  washed  with  gold  $ 

One  iron  pot,  a  belmette  skillet 
one  apple  roaster,  a  brass  skimmers 
one  pr.  tongs  &  a  brass  candlestick 
one  plate  stand  &  2  pr  brass  andirons 
one  pewter  distill 
one  coffer  fish  kettle 
Earthen  ware  and  cheney  &  glass 
Linnen 

One  square  table  small 

wearing  apparell 

One  scriptore 

a  stew  pan 

One  warming  pan 

One  old  bedstead  chair  &  lumber 

2  feather  beds,  2  bolsters 

salt  (about  20  bu.) 


f.  S.  P. 

30.  —  .— 

8  .  —  .  — 

7  .  —  .  — 

3  .  13  .  6 

—  .5.1 


109  .  10  .  2 


9  .  —  .  — 


4  .  —  .  — 


—  .  15  .  — 

—  .  15  .  — 

1  .  5  .  — 

10.  —  .— 
—.05.— 
20.  —  .— 
3  .  —  .  — 

—  .  10  .  — 
—  .  10  .  — 

1  .  5  .  — 

6  .  —  .  — 

2  .  —  .  — 


182 


Early  History  or  Naushon  Island 


a  pr.  gold  framed  spectacle,  a  silver  seal, 
one  tooth  pick,  and  other  odd  things 
a  silver  watch 
Bills  of  credit  abt. 

A  Bible  and  some  old  books 
One  half  acre  of  land  in  the  training  field 
in  Boston 
A  farm  at  Billerica 

Some  lands  at  Woodstock  said  to  be  worth 
Hand  called  Elizabeth  Island  within  Dukes 
Co.  and  stock  thereon 
Land  at  Tantiusques  said  to  be  worth 
Due  by  bond  from  John  Weeks,  Cr. 

One  shar  in  the  Salt  Works  in  Boston 


1  .  5.— 

3.  —  .— 

23  .  —  .  — 

2  .  —  .  — 

100  .  —  .  — 
200  .  —  .  — 
100  .  —  .  — 

2000  .  —  .— 
100  .  —  .  — 
288  .  —  .  — 


£3027  .  18  .  8 


During  the  last  year  or  so  of  Wait  Winthrop’s  life  the  man¬ 
agement  of  Naushon  was  largely  in  the  hands  of  his  son  John. 
His  son-in-law,  Thomas  Lechmere,  seems  to  have  also  had  some 
hand  in  attending  to  the  details.  The  relation  between  Winthrop 
and  Lechmere  was  at  times  friendly  and  even  affectionate,  but 
gradually  became  strained  when  various  points  of  controversy 
arose  between  them. 

The  matter  of  inheritance  was  the  chief  bone  of  contention. 
No  one  of  the  several  wills  made  by  Wait  was  legally  executed. 

After  his  death  John  Winthrop  as  sole  male  heir  claimed  the 
whole  of  his  uncle’s  and  his  father’s  vast  landed  estate.  He  went 
to  England  to  press  his  claim,  which  was  upheld  by  the  King  in 
Council.  His  sister,  Ann  Lechmere,  claimed  one-third  share  as 
provided  by  the  law  of  Connecticut  and  Massachusetts.  Her  claim 
was  substantiated  and  later  recognized  by  James  and  William 
Bowdoin,  who  satisfied  to  her  heirs  the  value  of  their  one- third 
share  of  the  property. 
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In  1666,  that  is,  sixteen  years  before  the  ownership  of  Naushon 
passed  into  the  hands  of  W ait  Winthrop,  Thomas  Mayhew  deeded 
to  his  daughter,  Martha  Tupper,  the  island  of  Nonamesset. 
Fifty-three  years  later  Martha  died  and  her  heirs  laid  claim  to 
this  property. 

John  Weeks,  then  in  charge  of  Naushon,  warns  John  Win¬ 
throp  of  a  threatened  Tupper  invasion. 


John  Weeks  to  John  Winthrop,  F.R.S. 

far  mouth 

December  24  day  in  The  year  1717 

Mr  John  Winterup  of  Boston  in  the  County  of  Sufolk  my 
Humblest  sarvice  an  Respx  unto  you  hoping  that  you  are  in 
good  Helth  an  all  yours  as  I  am  my  self  an  mine  at  this  time  blesed 
be  god  for  it  an  I  thought  fite  to  a  Right  to  you  at  this  time  a  few 
lines  consarning  about  our  bisnes  an  one  just  [?]  thing  that  I 
signyfi  to  you  sur  is  that  I  have  sent  by  Mr  Isach  Roberson  [  ]  an 

twenty  pounds  thirdteen  shelengs  in  money  for  you  sur  on  sum- 
thing  I  consider  that  was  ow  to  your  onered  father  an  I  du  desire 
to  cleare  it  the  first  opertunyty  that  I  can  cum  up  to  boston  an 
forder  more  I  a  Right  to  you  sur  consarnig  the  Lease  that  we 
have  had  from  you  an  I  Respetx  to  kepe  it  consarnig  the  land  an 
creters  we  have  upon  it.  An  we  did  desire  to  cum  up  to  boston 
before  this  time,  but  we  were  so  ill  distress  with  sickness  an  lame¬ 
ness  that  we  grident  [couldn’t]  wate  upon  you  be  fore  but  we  du 
the  first  opertunyty  to  wate  upon  you  sur  and  setel  our  bisnes 
between  our.  an  no  more  for  the  present  an  so  I  Rest  your 
Humbel  sarvant 


John  Weeks 
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John  Weeks  to  John  Winthrop,  F.R.S. 

Falmouth,  March  13,  1717-18 

Yr  Sarvice  I  think  it  my  Duty  as  well  as  your  interest  to  Lott 
you  know  that  I  am  Sartainly  Informed  that  the  Tuppers  are 
proposing  to  take  posation  of  Nunamesit  Island  now  their  mothor 
is  Deceased  say  his  heirs  by  entail  Some  time  they  think  to  come 
in  and  Drive  of  my  Cattol  and  put  thors  on  and  plant  one  tree  or 
fence  peese  in  &  cutt  Down  something  there  on.  So  to  be  pre¬ 
pared  for  that  time  pray  send  me  some  lines  what  I  shall  doo 
and  how  I  shall  act  in  that  matter  if  you  think  best  to  send  me 
power  to  improve  Attorney  and  attorneys  I  shall  be  Ready  to 
serve  your  Interest  to  my  power  at  any  other  way  you  shall  Direct 
to  Defend  your  Right  and  Titol  to  sd.  Island  Your  Honorable 
father  once  sad  to  me  if  they  did  start  in  that  matter  he  would 
Disprove  them  that  powered  Capt.  Tuppers  Estat  which  Cased 
me  to  think  there  was  something  of  such  a  nature  Done  if  you 
think  best  plese  do  send  what  will  be  propor  in  that  Case  that  so 
they  may  be  so  stopt  att  once  for  I  think  they  will  try.  If  you 
pleese  to  send  anything  pray  Lott  it  be  directed  to  Ezra  Bourne 
in  Sandwich  who  will  take  Spaciall  of  them. 

Which  is  all  Nosocory  from  your  Hu.  Sarvt. 

Jn°  Weeks 


Thomas  Lechmere  to  John  Winthrop,  F.R.S. 

Apr.  7,  1718 

To  John  Winthrop  — 

Just  now  after  enveloping  and  sealing  my  letter  the  enclosed 
was  sent  me  from  Mr  Weeks  informing  that  we  were  like  to 
meet  with  some  trouble  concerning  some  of  the  Islands,  and  as 


W hite  Cedahs  at  Heron  Pond 
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you  are  most  capable  of  advising  in  this  affair,  as  knowing  most 
thereof  —  so  I  leave  the  whole  to  you. 

Thos.  Lechmere 

I  am  of  opinion  you  should  send  a  messenger  directly  and 
with  speed  if  you  wrote  a  line  to  Mr  Otis  at  Barnstable  who  is 
Judge,  setting  forth  the  affair  to  him  and  desiring  him  to  stop 
ye  action,  as  unprepared  for  it.  What  you  do  must  be  done  with¬ 
out  delay. 

Apr.  14,  1718 

P.S.  I  hope  you  took  care  concerning  Weeks  letter  about  ye 
Island.  I  have  according  as  hinted  to  you  wrote  Col.  Otis, 
Judge  of  Barnstable  inferior  court  to  continue  ye  action 
until  you  can  be  prepared  for  a  defense  —  as  likewise  to 
another  friend  to  use  what  interest  he  can  in  your  behalf. 

T.  L. 

Oct.  2,  1718 

...  I  had  an  account  brought  me  last  week  as  if  Weekes  did 
design  to  come  for  N.  London,  whether  he  has  been  ther  or  not 
I  know  not,  if  not  I  am  satisfied  his  design  is  not  good,  more  ac¬ 
counts  are  told  me  concerning  his  carrying  Cedars  to  Nantucket 
whereupon  I  wrote  him  and  told  him  it  would  not  be  allowed  and 
directed  him  to  desist  therefrom,  as  likewise  killing  of  deer  which 
I  hope  will  meet  with  your  approbation. 

Why  I  mention  this  to  you  and  yours  is  because  I  have  been 
often  informed  of  his  and  Fullers  management,  they  comitt  great 
waste  on  ye  Island  on  all  accounts.  Wee  are  with  kind  salutes  to 
you  all. 

Your  very  affect,  brother 

Thos.  Lechmere 

Pray  forget  ye  cedar  poles. 
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Thomas  Lechmere  continually  complained  against  Weeks  and 
at  his  instigation  James  Bowdoin  caused  Weeks  to  be  thrown  into 
gaol  by  the  Vineyard  authorities.  Before  this  time  Winthrop 
had  mortgaged  his  Naushon  property  to  James  Bowdoin.  This 
explains  why  the  latter  exercised  some  authority.  For  several 
years,  however,  the  Naushon  tenants  continued  to  look  to  Win¬ 
throp  as  owner. 


John  Allen  to  James  Bowdoin 


Sir; 

According  to  your  desire  I  have  levied  the  exemption  upon 
John  Weekes  and  have  committed  him  to  prison,  I  think  it  may 
be  best  to  let  him  out  on  his  own  bond,  for  there  is  no  likelyhood 
of  his  getting  the  money  without  he  has  time  to  make  sale  of  his 
land,  which  he  cannot  do  without  he  is  sett  at  Liberty.  There  is 
no  person  here  that  will  be  bound  for  the  money,  which  is  all  in 
haste  from 

Your  humble  servt.  at  common 

John  Allen 


Chilmark  Oct.  2,  1719 

to  Mr  James  Bowdoin  in  Boston 


Ebenezer  Allen  to  James  Bowdoin 

Mr  Bowdoin 

Sir;  I  rec’d  yrs  and  according  to  your  desire  delvd.  the  en¬ 
closed  to  ye  sheriff  who  hath  executed  his  office  &  put  ye  old  Gent, 
in  my  Comon  Goall.  Your  friend  may  expect  payment  in  a  short 
time,  for  ye  poor  man  was  ill  before  he  went  in,  and  without  doubt 
if  he  continues  there  long,  will  pay  all  his  debts,  therefore  it  will 
be  more  likely  to  get  your  money  if  some  way  be  found  to  take 
him  out,  that  he  may  make  sale  of  his  stock  &  lands,  which  he  is 
willing  to  comply  with,  and  it  cannot  be  done  while  he  lieth  there. 
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Some  may  think  that  his  sons  will  not  suffer  him  to  continue 
there,  but  there  is  no  ground  and  hope  from  them,  for  they  are 
such  a  stupid  crew,  that  had  they  an  estate  it  would  be  in  vain  to 
look  for  anything  from  them.  But  they  have  no  assurance  of  any 
estate  with  which  to  redeem  the  old  man,  but  he  hath  it  all  in  his 
own  hands.  Now  all  things  considered  whether  it  would  not  be 
best  for  your  friend  to  try  some  other  means  than  a  prison,  before 
that  he  pay  the  debt  without  any  money,  I  leave  to  your  judge¬ 
ment. 

Yours  to  Command 

Ebenezer  Allen 

Chilmark  Oct.  2  1719 
Mr  James  Bowdoin 

Thomas  Lechmere  to  John  Winthrop 

Boston 

Nov.  9,  1719 

Dear  Bro. 

.  .  .  As  to  Mr  B.  yt  I  hinted  was  uneasy  is  Mr  Bowdoin,  but 
that  is  somewhat  appeased.  Young  Weekes  has  been  down  this 
week  in  order  to  get  his  father  released,  which  Mr  Edwards  by 
Bowdoin’s  consent  by  taking  three  of  his  son’s  bonds  jointly  and 
separately,  he  is  now  satisfied  therewith,  it  being  his  own  pro- 
posall.  I  hinted  to  Weekes  concerning  ye  rent  behind  hand,  and 
when  he  intended  to  go  to  New  London  to  you  he  answered  me 
very  abruptly  and  said  he  knew  what  was  behind  hand  and  would 
goe  up  this  next  week  and  I  told  him  I  could  not  believe  him  but 
at  same  time  should  be  glad  he  would  be  good  as  his  word,  but  I 
had  little  dependance  on  him  —  having  failed  so  long  already. 

T.  Lechmere 

Nov.  2,  1719 

...  I  shall  see  Mr  Edwards  and  Mr  Bowdoin  this  morning 
and  inform  them  your  opinion  concerning  old  Weekes;  you  must 
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send  somebody  thither  or  the  stock  will  with  other  things  all  be 
destroyed  as  I  am  credibly  informed;  Mr  B.  seems  to  be  some¬ 
what  uneasie  but  I  can  not  imagine  for  what ;  .  .  . 

Nov.  23 

.  .  .  Old  Weekes  is  out  of  Goal  upon  his  own  three  sons 
security ;  Mr  Bowdoin  was  the  person  I  meant  to  be  uneasie,  but 
is  now  satisfied,  it  being  his  own  proposal  to  release  the  old  man 
on  those  terms;  I  told  the  son  his  father  was  still  in  arrears  for 
rent.  He  told  me  he  meant  to  be  with  you  this  week  with  rent. 
I  hope  he  will  be  as  good  as  his  word. 

1722 

James  Bowdoin  to  John  Winthrop 

Boston 

Mar.  18,  1722 

Mr  John  Wintrop 
Sr. 

I  received  yours  of  which  you  write  you  want  £1500  or  £1600 
more.  I  have  none  to  let.  &  soe  far  from  that,  Mr  Campbell  yt  got 
Three  hundred  pounds  for  you  before,  he  wants  both  the  interest 
and  principal,  and  also  myself  I  would  desire  you  to  send  ye  in¬ 
terest  at  ye  first  opportunity  and  get  ye  principal  to  pay  Mr 
Campbell  as  soon  as  you  can.  And  so  doing  you’l  oblige 

Yr  humble  Servt. 

James  Bowdoin 

Thomas  Lechmere  to  John  Winthrop 

Boston,  May  14,  1722 

I  have  yours  of  ye  10th.  am  very  sorry  you  have  been  so  much 
out  of  order.  Why  will  you  fret  yourself  after  such  a  manner,  in 
my  opinion  it  will  be  of  no  service  to  you,  but  rather  an  oppor- 
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tunity  to  those  who  are  the  occasion  of  it.  Mr  Bowdoine  did 
lately  speak  to  me,  I  told  him  I  thought  it*  was  ready  for  him, 
only  wanted  an  opportunity  of  sending  down,  at  which  he  was 
well  satisfied  at  that  time.  How  his  occasions  may  require  his 
being  importunate  with  you  now,  I  know  not.  You  may  venture 
to  send  it  by  the  post,  directing  it  to  me  withall. 

1723 

T.  Lechmere  to  J.  Winthrop 

Boston,  Feb.  10,  1723 

Dear  Sir; 

I  wrote  you  some  time  since  on  the  opportunity  of  Mr  Shack- 
mafles  return,  then  intimating  to  you  what  resolution  I  was  come 
to  in  relation  to  what  belongs  to  your  sister  &  to  inform  what  I 
then  wrote.  I  have  now  sent  a  writ  of  Petition  down  to  Marthas 
Vineyard  on  Elizabeths  Islands  and  shall  do  the  same  here  in  a 
little  time  on  everything  else  and  with  you,  for  I  am  resolved  will 
not  stay  any  longer.  .  .  . 

Mr  Bowdoine  has  been  with  me  in  relation  to  those  bonds  & 
mortgage  wherein  I  am  Linked  with  you,  and  has  threatened  me 
to  arrest  me  if  you  do  not  take  some  care  thereof  immediately. 

Tho.  Lechmere 

1724 

The  Tuppers  having  by  right  of  inheritance  from  their  grand¬ 
mother,  Martha  Mayhew,  claimed  Nonamesset,  and  having  re¬ 
ceived  no  satisfaction,  decided  to  take  forcible  possession.  Wil¬ 
liam  Weeks,  son  of  John  and  incumbent  of  the  “dairy”  farm, 
sent  the  following  S.O.S. 

Mr  Winthrop  Sir,  these  with  my  Savice  to  your  sealf  and  Mrs 
Winthrop  I  having  an  oppor-tunyty  to  subscribe  a  Lattor  to  your 

*  Refers  to  payment  of  mortgage. 
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honors.  Sir  these  are  to  let  you  know  that  the  Tuppers  have  taken 
possastion  of  nonemasot  they  came  on  the  25th.  Day  of  August 
in  the  night  on  Eastonmost  End  of  the  island  with  neere  about 
twenty  men  and  with  a  small  house  raddoy  framed  and  with  the 
halp  of  thos  mon  they  sat  up  the  house  and  inclosed  it.  [ illegible ] 
was  very  helpful  to  them  in  giting  the  house  on  shore  notwith 
standing  we  ordered  him  to  inform  us  when  they  should  make 
annoy  attamt  [any  attempt]  to  Land  on  Island  we  being  on  the 
grot  Island  know  nothing  of  it  until  all  was  don  than  we  hasened 
over  to  tham  to  warn  tham  of  which  we  have  don,  but  notwith 
standing  thay  Remain  thare  and  do  amouch  that  thay  will  Coop 
possastion  unless  thay  are  Removed  of  by  force  of  Arms  I  suppose 
thay  accomplished  all  this  in  about  three  or  four  ours  time. 

I  Remain  your  humbel 

Sarvant  will-  Weeks 

Dattod  falmoth 
August  28th  1724 


1725-26 

Joseph  Robinson  to  John  Winthrop,  F.R.S. 

May  It  Please  Your  Honrs 

These  few  Lines  the  token  of  my  Great  Regards  which  I  Bare 
and  Hoping  that  thy  will  Find  Both  Yor  HonT  and  Family  In 
Health  are  to  Make  a  Brief  Empresentation  of  the  Circumstances 
of  Your  Island  Leased  to  me  and  my  Partners,  and  May  Inform 
Your  Honr  that  I  sent  you  a  Letter  Sometime  Last  Summer 
Signifying  that  Mr  Bowdoin  of  Boston  has  Issued  a  Writ  of 
Ejectment  On  the  Islands  Together  with  a  Copy  of  Summons 
which  Because  we  have  Had  no  Instructions  or  advice  Thereunto 
I  Presume  Your  Honr  Has  Not  Received.  However  we  Obtained 
a  Continuance  of  the  action,  Till  March  Court,  That  Your  Honr 
might  Be  Advised  of  it  and  we  Presume  that  Your  Honr  will 
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think  it  necessary  to  Come  Down,  To  Consider.  And  Also  to 
Lay  Before  Your  Honr  an  Account  of  Our  Proceedings  with 
the  Tuppers  about  Nennamesett.  And  for  that  Affair  we  have 
followed  the  Directions  Your  Honr  gave  us  That  so  we  Turned 
off  their  Creatures  and  Burned  Down  Their  Cottage  and  Essayed 
to  Carry  off  the  old  man  The  Keeper,  But  could  not  get  him  off 
and  according  to  Yr  Honors  Directions  made  Our  Application 
to  the  Justices  of  the  County  who  Refused  to  Do  Anything  to 
Assist  about;  And  then  Pursuant  to  your  Honrs  Jurisdiction, 
Together  with  the  Best  Advice  we  Could  Get  From  those  skilled 
in  the  Law  In  this  County,  We  made  Application  To  The  Hon 
The  Governor  and  Council  of  the  Province  who  have  Ordered 
Coll  Otis  of  Barnstable  and  Justice  Allin  of  the  vineyard  to  try 
By  a  Jury  wither  thay  are  Guilty  of  Forceable  Entry  or  Force- 
able  Dertimine  .  .  .  and  if  so  to  Move  them  off  According  to 
Law;  which  Has  Not  Yet  Been  Tryed  But  so  If  Be  next  Week 
we  Doubt  not  But  Your  Honr  will  take  the  Best  Method  to  carry 
On  these  Affairs.  And  so  Wishing  The  Welfare  of  Your  Honr 
and  Family  I  Rest 

Your  Humble  Serv* 

Joseph  Robinson 

Falmouth  Feb.  23,  1725-26 


1726 

Hon.  Sir — 

These  few  lines  with  our  Humble  Service  to  Your  Self  ac¬ 
cording  to  your  Instructions  and  Direction  are  to  Signify  How 
the  State  of  things  go  with  us  with  Respect  to  your  Island  and 
In  the  first  Place  we  have  Cast  The  Tuppers  at  Plymouth  Court, 
and  we  think  that  they  are  Subdued,  and  as  For  Mr  Bowdoin 
His  Case  is  Depending  at  the  adjournment  of  the  vinyard  Court, 
which  Is  So  Sometime  In  July  and  Mr  Goff  of  Cambridge  Hass 
Been  upon  the  Island  Lately  and  there  is  a  Report  Amongst  us 
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which  we  fear  thaough  we  cant  tell  the  Certainty  of  it,  that  He 
Has  Leased  a  Quarter  Part  of  the  Island  to  Joseph  Fuller,  and 
that  we  apprehend  Our  Selves  In  Danger  of  Being  Ejected  after 
the  Vineyard  adjustment. 

This  is  all  at  Present  From  Hon.  Sr. 

Your  Humble  Sarvant 

Falmouth,  May  9  William  Weeks  Jun. 

1726  Shubal  Weeks 

Ebenezor  Weeks 

1727 

Ann  Winthrop  to  John  Winthrop,  F.R.S. 

...  I  hear  nothing  from  Elesbeth  Island  but  that  the  tennants 
have  taken  a  leas  from  Bodwin  and  I  hear  they  have  sold  all  the 
Goots  and  that  there  has  not  been  none  on  the  Island,  some  time. 

The  children  are  all  well  but  Pege  and  did  desire  to  write, 
but  this  was  an  unexpected  opportunity  and  they  not  prepared. 

O  my  Dear  Soul  ten  thousand  times  I  think  of  you  both 
night  and  day  and  mourn  your  absence.  .  .  . 

I  am  your  most  faithful  loving  frend 
chast  and  true,  kind  and  dutiful  wife 
so  to  remain  til  Deth. 

A.  Winthrop 

This  last  letter  of  this  period,  concerning  the  Island,  was  writ¬ 
ten  by  Ann  Winthrop  to  her  husband,  then  in  London.  F or  many 
years  Mrs.  Winthrop  lived  in  New  London,  faithfully  looking 
after  his  affairs,  while  he  pursued  his  scientific  pursuits  in  England. 

John  Winthrop  seems  to  have  been  a  somewhat  indifferent 
man  of  business,  but  his  eminence  in  the  world  of  science  is 
unquestioned. 

Several  of  the  natural  objects  mentioned  in  his  catalogue  are 
native  to  Naushon  and  were  evidently  observed  there  by  him. 
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Mr.  Winthrop  was  a  grandson  of  the  first  Governor  of  Con¬ 
necticut,  great-grandson  of  the  first  Governor  of  Massachusetts 
and  grandfather  of  the  late  Hon.  Thomas  L.  Winthrop,  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Governor  of  Massachusetts. 

He  was  a  Fellow  and  most  conspicuous  member  of  the  Royal 
Society,  as  his  grandfather  had  been  one  of  its  founders.  Being 
like  him  an  industrious  collector  of  natural  objects,  he  presented 
more  than  600  specimens,  chiefly  minerals,  to  the  museum  of 
the  society  and  was,  after  Mr.  Colwell,  the  greatest  contributor 
up  to  that  time. 

An  original  copy  of  the  catalogue  in  Mr.  Winthrop’s  hand¬ 
writing  was  placed  in  our  hands  [i.e.,  Boston  Athenaeum].  .  .  . 
It  is  fair  and  beautiful  manuscript  and  perfectly  legible  after  the 
lapse  of  109  years  from  the  time  it  was  written. 

We  have  preserved  the  signs  of  the  metals  and  not  altered 
the  orthography  or  phraseology,  wishing  them  to  tell  faithfully 
of  the  times  from  which  they  have  come. 


Selections  from  an 

Ancient  Catalogue  or  Objects  of  Natural  History 

by 

John  Winthrop,  F.R.S. 

It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  remark  that  the  frequent  citations  of  gold, 
silver,  mercury  &  tin,  are  usually  erroneous. 

0  Gold  £  Iron  Silver  Tf  Tin  £  Mercury  Tp  Lead  $  Copper  C  containing. 

Quadrupeds 

1  —  Omitted. 

Serpents 

2  —  Fel  Serpentio  caudisoni.  Four  grains  for  a  dose,  cure  all  sorts  of 

fevers  &  agues,  taken  in  a  spoonful  of  spring  water.  The  gall  liquid 
is  preserved  for  use,  by  dropping  it  on  the  fine  powder  of  chalk. 
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Fish 

3  —  The  fins  of  the  dog  fish  of  the  size  of  a  dog,  with  four  short  legs, 

and  the  tail  like  a  fish.  ’Tis  a  sort  of  seal. 

4  —  Stones  out  of  the  head  of  a  codfish ;  which  powdered  are  given  for 

the  strangury  and  gravel. 


Shells 

7  —  A  sort  of  Nerites,  which  never  grow  larger.  The  Indians  boil  them 
and  make  strengthening  broth  of  them. 

14  —  Buccinum  Nostro  productions,  with  a  chain  of  their  ovaries  which 

are  sometimes  twenty  or  thirty  yards  long. 

15  —  A  piece  of  the  shell  of  the  Poquahauges,  a  rare  shellfish,  and  a 

dainty  food  with  the  Indians.  The  flesh  eats  like  veal;  the  English 
make  pyes  thereof ;  and  of  the  shell  the  Indians  make  money.  This 
piece  is  worth  two  pence. 

16,  17,  18,  19,  20  — 

The  same,  of  different  values.  They  are  called  Wampampeege. 

21  —  Young  Poquahauges.  Pectunculus  fasciatus. 

22  —  The  wreaths  of  the  Buccinum,  of  which  the  Indians  make  their 

money  or  white  Wampampeege. 

28  —  Clams,  white.  Their  broth  is  most  excellent  in  all  intermitting  fevers, 

consumptions  etc.  These  clams  feed  only  on  sand. 

29  —  A  very  curious  sort  of  gold  colored  pearl  shells  on  the  sea  coast 

near  the  shore.  Those  with  marks  are  such  as  have  borne  pearls ; 
which  powdered  make  the  best  testaceous  powder  in  the  world. 

30  —  Unripe  pearls  which  in  time  would  have  become  (31). 

31  —  Bright  pearls  which  are  produced  in  the  same  shells. 

32  —  Some  of  the  larger  sea  pearl  shells,  which  are  often  found  in  deeper 

waters  three  times  as  large,  and  bear  larger  pearls. 

33  —  Shells  of  the  razor  fish  (solares),  which  calcinated  the  Indians  mix 

with  bears  grease,  and  therewith  cure  the  piles.  They  drink  the 
water  in  which  they  are  boiled  together  with  the  powder  of  the 
shells. 

Insects 

34  —  Moths  a  fine  large  butterfly  with  velvet  wings,  furbelow’d,  and  eyes 

on  them  like  the  rounds  on  peacock  feathers. 
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Vegetables 

36  —  Some  red  cedar  wood  rotten,  from  the  middle  of  a  post,  which  was 
sound  on  the  outside ;  which  shows  that  the  common  opinion  that 
cedar  never  rots  is  false. 

38  —  Touch-wood ;  being  the  bark  of  the  red  oak.  The  Indians  kindle  fire 
with  it,  by  striking  two  flints  together. 

40  —  A  sort  of  Sena  from  Elizabetha  Island,  New  England.  It  dyes  an 

excellent  black,  and  grows  in  great  plenty.  Prinos  Glaber. 

41  —  Leaves  of  a  plumb,  which  grows  in  swampy  ground.  It  is  an  ever¬ 

green,  that  dyes  an  exceedingly  fine  shining  black;  and  it  sur¬ 
passes  Sena. 

42  —  An  evergreen  with  which  the  Indians  cure  dropsy  and  strangury, 

boiling  the  leaves  and  small  branches  in  spring  water,  when  they 
are  sick,  and  drink  it  in  fevers.  It  grows  plentifully  in  the  country, 
and  bears  a  spicy  red  berry,  which  the  turtle-doves  and  partridges 
eat. 

43  —  Roots  of  the  sassafras  tree,  which  the  Indians  boil  and  drink  in 

fevers. 

44  —  A  root  called  by  the  Indians  dram-root ;  because  it  warms  their 

stomach  like  a  dram. 

46  —  Sunkucesowange,  a  root  with  which  the  Indians  cure  cancers  in 

the  breast. 

47  —  Squianange,  a  root  with  which  the  Indians  cure  consumptions. 

50  —  Myrtle  berries,  of  which  are  made  candles  and  soap.  (Myrica) 

53  —  Indian  bean  bearing  very  long  pods. 

54  —  Asclepias.  Pods,  seeds,  silk  of  the  silk  grass.  It  grows  everywhere 

in  North  America  and  in  New  England.  The  poorer  sort  of  people 
make  beds  of  it.  Fine  hats  etc.  may  be  made  thereof. 

55  —  The  wood  and  seed  of  one  sort  of  snake  weed,  which  grows  almost 

everywhere  in  New  England.  It  bears  a  purple  red  flower  like  the 
Columbine.  After  the  leaves  of  the  flower  fall  off,  it  shoots  out  into 
long  buttons  at  the  top,  which  in  the  autumn  open,  and  contain 
this  wool. 

58  —  Beach  plum  stones,  which  never  grow  higher  than  the  knee  on  the 

barren  sand-beach.  It  is  a  very  pleasant  fruit. 

59  —  A  sort  of  Agaric,  which  the  Indians  use  as  touch-wood,  and  burn 

a  small  place  with  it  behind  the  ear  upon  the  vein,  and  they  say 
they  never  have  the  toothache  afterwards  on  that  side. 
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62  —  A  sort  of  indigo  made  out  of  the  wild  indigo  wood  which  grows  all 
over  New  England.  The  juice  of  this  plant  rubbed  on  horses  etc. 
keeps  the  flies  from  stinging  them. 

Fossils 

64  —  Fragments  of  shells  dug  up  30  feet  deep  in  making  a  well  3  miles 

from  the  sea;  great  quantities  of  other  shells  were  found  in  the 
same  place.  No  water  was  found. 

65  —  A  piece  of  red  cedar,  petrified  in  a  short  time. 

Earths ,  Clays,  etc. 

7 2  —  A  flesh-colored  earth  from  the  Gay-Head,  where  are  divers  colored 

ochres. 

73  —  A  light  red  earth,  wherewith  the  Indians  paint  their  faces  when 

they  go  to  war;  from  the  Indians  from  inland  parts. 

Slates 

100  —  A  slate  which  the  Indians  scrape  into  water  and  drink,  when  they 
have  received  any  bruise. 

[Many  minerals  here  omitted] 

Sulphurs 

262  —  Sulphur  from  the  inland  parts  near  the  great  high  mountain 
Monadnuck.  It  is  apprehended  that  hereafter  by  some  accident 
or  other  a  volcano  will  break  out  thereabouts.  There  is  ^  earth 
in  many  places  of  the  country,  the  effect  of  which  may  have  been 
the  cause  of  several  earthquakes  which  have  happened  there. 

304  —  A  mineral  sand  from  Concord  in  New  England  C  g  and 

This  catalogue  continues  to  No.  364,  mostly  rocks  and 
minerals. 


Chapter  V 

PIRATES  AND  PRIVATEERS 

The  earliest  depredation  committed  upon  the  shores  of  the 
Elizabeth  Islands,  probably  on  Pasque,  is  reported  by  Thomas 
Mayhew  to  the  Governor  of  New  York,  and  concerns  the  wreck 
of  a  vessel  commanded  by  a  Vineyard  captain,  William  Weeks. 
It  is  probably  the  same  W eeks  whose  descendants  later  lived  upon 
Naushon. 


1667 

Statement  respecting  the  seizure  of  a  Vessel  by  the  Indians. 
A  true  declaration  of  the  Carriadge  of  the  Indians  about  the  ves- 
sell  lost. 

One  Mondaye  night  the  18  .  9  .  1667  about  2  or  3  a  clock  in 
the  morning,  by  reason  of  the  violence  of  the  wind,  my  anchrs 
remaining  home,  my  vessell  drove  a  shoare  in  the  harbor  at  the 
west  end  of  that  Hand  next  to  Quickshole.  Myselfe  and  company 
then  went  to  warme  orselves  at  an  Indian  howse,  the  Indians  saied 
the  vessell  and  the  goods  were  theirs,  wee  answered  noe,  they  had 
noe  right  to  it,  they  sent  to  the  Sackym  &  to  the  other  Indians 
who  all  came  together,  and  while  they  were  consulting  about  the 
vessell  and  goods  they  bid  us  to  goe  to  the  other  howse ;  wee  an¬ 
swered  noe,  they  need  not  turn  us  out  of  the  howse  wee  did  not 
hinder  them:  then  the  Indians  went  out  of  the  howse  to  the  next 
howse  &  wee  went  aboard,  &  about  an  hower  &  halfe  after  wee 
being  returned  to  the  howse  the  Indians  came  thither  allso,  and 
toll’d  us  they  had  determined  all  together  wee  should  neither  have 
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or  vessell  or  goods,  they  would  take  them.  I  desired  my  chest  of 
them,  some  of  them  answered  noe  there  was  sum  cloth  in  it  & 
they  would  have  it,  I  desired  my  weareing  cloathes  whch  they 
graunted  and  some  provisions  to  eate  while  wee  were  there  wch 
they  graunted.  They  tooke  away  a  suite  of  cloathes  from  me,  2  pre 
of  shooes,  all  my  tooles,  the  sachim  had  my  saw  in  his  hand  wch  I 
would  have  had,  but  he  woulld  not  gyve  it  to  me,  nor  my  axe.  They 
tooke  away  a  new  Hatt  and  a  new  paire  of  shooes  from  my  sonne: 
the  partyculars  lost  are  my  vessell  of  lo  tunns  wth  all  due  furni¬ 
ture  belonging  to  it,  and  a  foresaile  to  spare,  my  Cables  and 
anchors  I  desired  of  them  but  they  woulld  not  gyve  them  unto  mee, 
my  vessell  was  not  seene  to  be  staved  when  we  viewed  hir  at  low 
water,  onely  the  back  of  hir  rudder  broken  off ;  My  freight  aboard 
was  48h  Indian  corne,  fower  barrels  of  pork,  4  hydes,  1  firkin  of 
buter,  1  smale  caske  of  suett  about  40r,  on  barrell  of  tobacco,  about 
34  or  351  cotton  wool;  26  bushells  meale,  8  bushells  of  it  wheate 
meale,  the  rest  Rye  of  Indian  meale,  1  bushell  wheate,  1  bushell 
of  Rye,  2  bushells  turnepps,  one  bushell  of  Inions,  Red  cloth  6 
yards,  3  or  4  yards  pemistone,  My  leade  and  lyne  with  divers  other 
things  out  of  my  chest  and  vessell.  Shooes,  one  payre  womens 
shooes,  two  Iron  potts,  3  paire  Chilldrens  shooes,  2  paire  new 
Russett  shooes,  401  tallow,  two  gunns,  a  greene  blankett,  a  woman’s 
cloake  from  Goody  Doggett,  this  is  the  truth  of  the  case  at  present 
to  or  best  remembrance. 

This  declaration  abovewritten  was  attested  upon  oathe  by 
William  Weexe  the  master  of  saied  vessell,  and  by  his  son 
William  and  by  thomas  the  Indian  who  was  seaman  in  the 
vessell. 

Goody  Doggett  testifies  that  the  Indyans  did  take  away 
&  wtholld  the  vessell  &  goods  from  the  master  and  shee  did 
entreate  them  to  lett  him  have  his  vessell  againe  but  they 
would  not,  but  they  allso  denied  the  meale  and  meate  and 
fetcht  it  away,  all  these  were  taken  uppon  oathe  22  november 
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1667  upon  the  Vynyard.  This  is  the  Coppy  of  what  is  under 
oathe 

Thomas  Mayhew 

Endorsed 

“22  Novembr  1667 
A  Declaracon  of  the 
Carriage  of  ye  Indians 
about  a  vessell  taken  by  them” 

Endorsed  further  down 

“a  declaration  about  a  vessell 
of  Will  Weexes  taken  by  indians 
at  one  of  the  Elyzabethes  Isles:  Nobre  1667.” 

Colonel  Nichols  to  Mr.  Mayhew 

Mr  Mayhew 

Yors  of  the  26th  of  Nor  with  the  inclosed  attestations  relat¬ 
ing  to  the  disaster  befallen  a  vessell  and  goods  driven  upon  one 
of  the  Elizabeth  Isles,  is  brought  to  me  by  John  Dixey  who  was 
able  to  give  me  an  exact  confirmation  thereof,  because  he  brought 
the  deponents  with  his  sloop  out  of  their  bondage.  This  is  the 
second  violence  which  the  Indians  of  yr  parts  have  committed 
upon  Christians  since  my  arrivall  in  this  country.  This  latter 
(though  without  bloodshed)  appears  to  mee  as  of  ill  example  and 
consequence  as  the  former;  therefore  I  see  it  is  high  time  for  mee 
to  put  forth  my  authority  to  strengthen  your  hands  by  a  special 
comission  in  this  case,  and  allso  to  give  yow  some  generall  heads 
of  directions  and  advice  how  to  beginn  with  those  Indians  and 
how  farr  to  proceed;  for  they  shall  not  be  suffered  to  pretend 
to  such  a  prerogative,  much  lesse  to  exercise  such  barbarisme. 
Therefore  1st  send  messengers  to  the  Sachems  and  acquaint  them 
that  I  have  heard  of  their  insolency  and  doe  demand  of  them  and 
their  people  full  satisfaction  for  the  dammage  sustained,  and 
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that  one  or  both  of  the  Sachems  personally  appeare  before  yow 
upon  Martin’s  Vineyard  to  answer  their  crime.  If  one  or  both 
appear  upon  the  summons,  be  not  sparing  to  threaten  and  terrify 
them  for  what  is  past  or  may  happen  hereafter.  If  yow  find  them 
willing  to  comply  to  satisfaction,  then  allow  them  time  for  pay¬ 
ment  of  the  principall  and  the  charges.  If  neither  of  them  appear 
at  the  first  summons,  send  yet  a  second,  peremptorily  to  coniand 
them  and  satisfaction  also;  giving  them  a  short  time  to  make 
answer.  I  hope  you  may  find  hands  and  hearts  enough  either 
upon  Martin’s  Vineyard  or  the  neighbors  of  Plimouth  in  such 
like  cases  to  reduce  these  Indians  to  better  obedience ;  and  further 
let  these  Indians  know  that  if  they  force  me  to  send  souldiers 
amongst  them  from  these  parts  and  garrisons  it  will  be  so  great 
a  charge  upon  their  heads  that  perpetual  slavery  will  be  their  end. 

You  will  doe  very  well  to  desire  Governor  Prince  and  the 
Assistants  of  Plymouth  to  put  forth  some  order  to  their  Indians, 
manifesting  their  displeasure  against  the  authors  of  this  late 
action,  or  any  that  shall  assist  them;  by  which  means  I  presume 
yow  will  bring  these  Indians  to  an  easier  complyance;  whereof 
or  in  case  of  greater  difficulty,  I  desire  yow  will  give  me  notice, 
for  I  assure  yow  this  matter  shall  not  fall  to  the  ground.  I  have 
not  been  foreward  in  triviall  cases  to  contest  for  my  master’s 
bounds,  knowing  however  that  all  the  Islands  except  Block  Island 
from  Cape  Codd  to  Cape  May,  are  included  in  my  master’s  patent. 
The  first  scruples  will  be  soone  removed ;  however  in  cases  of  this 
consequence  I  must  declare  myselfe  both  in  point  of  power  and 
readiness,  to  protect  and  defend  my  master’s  honour  and  interest. 

John  Dixey  tells  me  that  these  Indians  are  not  necessitous, 
for  that  they  have  great  store  of  hogs  which  may  yield  satisfac¬ 
tion,  though  I  am  apt  to  beleive  much  of  the  goods,  (liquors  ex¬ 
cepted)  will  be  found  amongst  them. 

It  is  not  possible  for  me  to  give  full  advice  at  this  distance, 
therefore  I  must  leave  very  much  to  yr  prudence  and  the  dictates 
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of  a  good  conscience ;  which  two  ingredients  are  proper  in  all  mat¬ 
ters  of  great  consequence. 

What  I  wrote  concerning  Tallman  yow  may  peruse  as  well  as 
himself e  if  yow  have  my  letter  by  yow.  No  more  at  present  but 
that  I  am 

Sr  Yor  very  affte  friend 

R.  Nichols 

It  was  during  the  last  year  of  the  Dutch  occupation  of  New 
York  that  in  retaliation  for  the  confiscation  of  one  of  their  vessels 
cast  ashore  at  Nantucket,  the  Dutch  captain  sent  to  salvage  this 
vessel,  when  he  found  that  she  had  been  taken  to  Boston,  ran  in 
to  Tarpaulin  Cove  and  captured  a  ketch  and  later  three  others 
as  here  told. 


1673 

At  a  Council  holden  in  Fort  William  Hendrick 
this  29th  9ber  1673 

Present  Governor- General  Colve 
Councillor  Steenwyck 
Captain  William  Knyft  and 
Captain  Carel  Epesteyn 

The  Captains  of  the  ketches  brought  here  yesterday  by  Cap¬ 
tain  Carel  Ewoutsen,  being  examined,  declare  as  follows: 

Richard  Hollingworth  declares  he  is  commander  and  owner 
of  the  ketch  Providence ,  taken  in  the  neighborhood  of  Blocx 
Island  on  his  way  from  Virginia,  freight  on  account  of  Wharton 
&  company,  merchants  at  Boston,  with  47  tubs  of  tobacco ;  item, 
6  tubs  of  tobacco  for  Matthew  Cartright,  and  13  tubs  for  him¬ 
self  and  crew,  whereof  a  part  is  loose ;  in  all  66  tubs,  with  8  hides, 
which  he  declares  to  be,  as  far  as  he  knows,  all  the  cargo  on  board. 
John  Ingersol,  Skipper  of  the  ketch  Nightingale,  belonging 
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to  John  Graftin  of  Salem,  taken  in  Tarpaulin  Cove,  declares  he 
has  on  board; 

2  barrels  of  rum  7  yards  of  Kersey 

2  hogsheads  and  2  bushels  of  1  tierce  of  Sugar 

salt  200  lb.  and  2  bits  of  Cotton 

8  yards  of  Cloth  Wool 

1  pc.  of  Stuff  2  barrels  of  mackarel 

The  Governor  and  Council  having  examined  the  commanders 
of  the  four  English  ketches  brought  hither  yesterday  from  New 
England  by  Captain  Cornelis  Ewoutsen,  resolved  to  detain 
said  ketches  and  cargoes  provisionally  under  arrest,  and  to  in¬ 
form  the  skippers  thereof  with  permission  to  them  and  their  crews 
to  depart;  to  whom  all  their  clothing  and  baggage  is  ordered  to 
be  restored;  and  that  they  shall  be  conveighed  hence  to  Rhode 
Island  free  of  expense. 

At  a  Council  holden  at  Fort  William  Henrick 
30th  November,  1673 

Present  Governor- General  Anthony  Colve 

Captain  William  Knyff 
Captain  Carel  Epestyn 

The  Governor- General  and  the  Honble  Council  of  War  having 
taken  into  further  consideration  the  attachment  dated  26th  in¬ 
stant,  placed  on  the  four  English  ketches  and  their  cargoes  etc. 
.  .  .  and  finding  that  said  ketches  belong  to  subjects  of  England 
actually  in  open  war  against  our  state  .  .  .  therefore  we,  in  vir¬ 
tue  of  our  commissions  find  ourselves  obliged  ...  to  declare 
subject  to  confiscation  and  forfeiture,  as  we  do  hereby  confiscate 
said  four  ketches,  with  all  their  masts,  sails,  anchors,  cables  and 
appurtenances  and  their  cargoes  belonging  to  subjects  of  the 
King  of  England,  for  the  behoof  of  our  Lords  Majors,  to  dis¬ 
pose  thereof  from  now  henceforth  as  shall  be  considered  most 
advantageous  for  our  Lords  Principals.  Done  as  above. 
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Reaching  from 

HENRY  CHRISTIAENS 

I  S  L  A  N  D, 

T  O 

CABO  COD. 

Enry  Chrifiaens  Ifland ,  lying  MaUabare  lies  an  I  (land  called  llha  MaUabare: 
upon  the  weft  -  corner  of  then  follows  a  Bay  called  Baya  MaUabara,  or  as 
Maerten  Svynaerts  ifland:  be-  others  call  it  Unlucky  Haven.  The  entrance  of  this 
tween  thefc  two  1  Hands  is  Corner  ,  or  Bay ,  is  very  dangerous  and  foule. 
good  Road  at  eight  fathom ;  If  you  defire  to  fade  from  this  Corner  to  Cabo  Cod, 
but  you  muft  not  run  too  you  may  run  at  fix  fathom  northward ,  to  the 
deepe  in.becaufe  ofa  Riffc  or  Lands-end ,  which  is  the  fbrefaid  Cape.  From 
Clift  which  lies  there  in  the  Faire-water.  this  Cane ,  and  CaMjaus  IfLmd  reaches  a  Riffe  to 

Seaward ,  very  much  north -eaft  up ,  at  lead  3  o 
From  CM  acrten  Swynaerti ,  or  leagues  in  length  i  which  every  one  may  plainely 
E lifabeths  IflanJ.  fie  m  the  Map. 


THis  is  a  very  wonderfull  I  (land ,  it  is  every¬ 
where  roundabout  founded :  you  may  run 
alongft  thcfouth-fide  of  this  Ifland  at  fix  fathom ; 
there  is  nothing  to  be  fhuned ,  except  a  little 
Riffo ,  which  appean  plainely  by  the  Map. 

On  the  nonh-fide,  between  this  Ifland  and 
the  fall  Coaft,  you  may  fade  thorow  at  middle- 
water  ,  at  eight  fathom.  From  the  north  fide 
of  this  Ifland  reaches  a  Riffe  alongft  the  fame, 
which  you  may  pafi  with  the  Lead  at  three  fa¬ 
thom  ,  to  the  comet  of  Svynaerts  -  Hole  :  from 
thence  to  Cab*  Hack,  you  have  in  the  Faire-water 
f,  5,  and  four  fathom. 

From  hence  you  have  to  eaff  ward  between  the 
'Jfiand  of  K otrn,  Cabeljans  Ifland ,  and  the  faff 
Coaft  (everairBankes,  which  hes  there  to  andfro, 
which  is  called  the  fouth-Sea ;  the  conveniencies 
and  properties  are  in  the  Map  plainely  demon- 
ftratcd. 

From  the  fafl  Coajl. 

1C  Pom  the  Red  IfLmd  to  the  Koock  Ifland  reaches 
the  courfe  molf  call ,  but  weli.fo  nonherhc , 
and  fo  forth  to  Cabo  MaUabare.  Near  to  Cabo 


From  Coho  Cod  tetjhtard 

and  foutbward. 

f'' Abo  Cod  is  a  wonderfull  Corner,  or  a  very 
'—'crooked  Ami ,  containing  a  Bay ,  called  the 
cb.Bay,  wherefore  the  crooked  Comer  is  cal- 
Hevefier :  fo  that  the  whole  States  Corner ,  or 
as  other  call  ilKrm-HoUamd ,  isafinallArm  ,  in 
which  lies  inclofed  the  States 'Bay,  as  alfb  Ne» 
Pleymonth ,  lying  in  the  Crane- Bay. 

Now  as  touching  the  pertinent  difcription  of 
this  Coaft ,  I  can  impart  nothing  more  then  hath 
already  been  ford ,  and  may  be  fecn  in  the  Map-, 
but  I  wdl  ingage  my  (elf to  every  one,  that  when 
any  nearer  and  better  Difcription  comes  to  my 
hand  of  the  Coaft  to  impart  the  fame  to  them. 

We  fhall  end  here  with  the  Difcription  of  the 
Weft-India  and  New-Netherland  ■,  and  having 
received  that  wonderfull  Ifland  called  la  Barmuda , 
lying  thwart  of  the  forenamed  Coaft  in  the  Sea, 

I  though  good  to  add  the  fame  hereunto,  that 
I  may  comprehend  all  in  this  Booke ,  which  is 
contained  in  the  great  Ocean ,  on  the  weft-fide, 
at  the  latitude  as  we  have  received  it.  Make  ufc 
of  it  for  thy  advantage ,  and  rcape  the  bemfir. 
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In  the  end  of  the  17th  Century  and  the  beginning  of  the  18th 
there  was  tremendous  growth  in  the  shipping  of  New  England. 
A  thriving  trade  developed  between  the  colonies  to  the  north  and 
those  to  the  south  of  Cape  Cod,  and  most  of  the  seaports  sent 
vessels  to  the  West  Indies. 

Gradually  definite  trade  routes  were  established  and  vessels 
in  ever-increasing  numbers  plied  back  and  forth.  Practically  all 
of  the  coastwise  shipping  and  much  of  that  to  and  from  the  West 
Indies  passed  through  Vineyard  Sound.  As  the  value  of  cargoes 
increased  piracy  became  a  highly  profitable  business.  The  Spanish 
Main  had  from  early  times  been  a  center  of  piratical  activity.  By 
1680,  however,  many  pirates  were  operating  off  the  New  England 
coast  and  were  a  serious  menace  to  commerce.  There  were  not 
enough  British  naval  vessels  to  police  the  sea  routes,  and  in  order 
to  check  piracy  the  Crown  authorized  Colonial  governors  and 
certain  officials  to  issue  letters  of  marque,  which  gave  permission 
to  privately  owned  and  manned  ships  to  arm,  and  to  attack  and 
confiscate  all  enemy  shipping.  These  letter  of  marque  ships  were 
called  privateers.  Many  privateers  were  commissioned  with  the 
threefold  purpose  of  protecting  shipping,  suppressing  the  pirates 
and  engaging  in  trade.  Often  a  great  part  of  trade  consisted  in 
appropriating  enemy  vessels  and  cargoes.  The  pirates  likewise 
committed  acts  of  depredation,  the  difference  being  that  they 
acted  without  official  sanction.  The  line  between  the  two,  while 
legally  quite  clear,  was  actually  often  very  indistinct. 

It  is  natural  that  Tarpaulin  Cove  was  used  as  a  haven  by 
pirates.  They  could  hardly  have  found  a  more  strategic  spot.  It 
commanded  the  main  stream  of  coastwise  shipping  but  was  itself 
isolated  and  out  of  easy  land  communication.  A  lookout  posted 
upon  the  hills  behind  the  light  house  could  see  an  approaching  sail 
for  fifteen  or  twenty  miles  coming  from  either  the  east  or  the  west. 

Entering  the  Sound  before  a  smoky  sou’wester,  the  captain 
of  the  richly  laden  merchantman  returning  from  Hispaniola  must 
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have  looked  anxiously  for  masts  and  yards  behind  the  hills  of 
Nashawena  and  the  West  End  to  see  what  craft  might  be  lying 
in  wait  in  Quick’s  Hole  or  the  Cove  ready  to  pounce  upon  him  as 
he  passed. 

The  sea  captain  of  these  days  was  usually  a  man  of  boldness, 
hardness  and  enterprise.  When  driven  by  sharp  competition  and 
urged  on  by  owners  whose  object  was  not  only  gain,  but  huge 
profits,  a  privateer  captain  often  became  ruthless  in  his  methods 
and  easily  slipped  from  privateering  to  piracy.  This  was  true  of 
the  two  captains,  whose  activities  at  Tarpaulin  are  here  told, 
Pound  and  Kidd. 

1689 

The  Pirate  Captain  Pound 

Thomas  Pound,  formerly  pilot  of  the  King’s  Frigate  Rose , 
in  the  summer  of  1689  began  a  series  of  depredations  north  of 
Cape  Cod.  With  him  was  a  company  of  about  twenty-five, 
which  included  Thomas  Hawkins  and  Eleazer  Buck. 

In  late  August  Pound  rounded  the  Cape  and  on  the  27th 
pursued  the  brigantine  Merrimack  into  Holme’s  Hole  and  robbed 
her  of  provisions.  He  then  sailed  to  Virginia,  spent  a  week  or  so 
off  the  mouth  of  the  James  River,  and  by  October  was  back  in 
Vineyard  Sound,  his  base  probably  Tarpaulin  Cove.  Several  fur¬ 
ther  raids  on  shipping  followed,  and  Hawkins  deserted,  going 
ashore  at  Cape  Cod.  He  was  subsequently  arrested,  taken  to 
Boston  and  tried  for  piracy. 

Meanwhile  Governor  Mayhew  of  Martha’s  Vineyard  became 
aroused  by  the  danger  to  shipping  in  the  Sound  and  sent  a  mes¬ 
sage  to  the  authorities  in  Boston.  The  Governor  and  Council  at 
once  ordered  the  sloop  Mary,  manned  by  a  crew  of  twenty  men 
under  command  of  Captain  Samuel  Pease,  to  cruise  south  of  Cape 
Cod  in  search  of  the  pirate. 

Pound,  having  secured  provisions  from  the  sloop  Brothers 
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Adventure  and  completed  his  preparations  for  a  cruise  to  the  West 
Indies,  was  about  to  leave  Tarpaulin  Cove  when  he  sighted  the 
Mary  coming  up  the  Sound.  He  hoisted  his  sails  and  attempted 
to  escape  but  was  brought  to  bay. 

Matthew  Mayhew  of  Martha’s  Vineyard  to 
Governor  and  Council  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay 

Mart.  Vineyard.  Sepbr  22d  ’89 

Worshipfull  Sr. 

I  send  the  bearer  post,  to  inform,  that  one  Hawkins,  hath 
lately  taken  William  Lord  in  a  Barque  from  Jamaica,  this  day, 
following  a  vesle  (?)  into  this  port,  being  the  Sabath  gave  advan¬ 
tage,  to  raise  such  force  to  deter  them  from  coming  so  neer  as  to 
fetch  out  the  vesle;  of  which  wee  thought  meet  to  give  speedy 
advice,  that,  at  least  such  as  are  designed  westward,  might  know 
the  daingr.  Those  pirates  are  in  a  sloop  belonging  to  Mr  Peeter 
Coffin,  and  sd  Barque  being  all  needf11  at  present,  am 

Yo  Worships  Humble  S  vant 
Matt.  Mayhew 

Boston  within  the  Massachusetts  Colony 

in  New  England.  By  the  Govr  &  Councill 

To  Samuel  Pease  Captn 

Whereas  Thomas  Hawkins  and  Tho.  Pound  with  a  certain 
number  of  Armed  men  joyned  with  them  have  piratically  sur¬ 
prised  and  seized  severall  Vessels  belonging  to  their  Majesties 
subjects  of  this  Colony  and  other  parts  of  the  country  and  are 
now  in  a  small  sloop  by  them  taken,  cruising  about  and  infesting 
of  this  Coast  to  the  great  hazard  of  vessels  coming  in  or  going  out 
upon  their  lawful  imployments.  And  foreasmuch  as  you  are  ap¬ 
pointed  Captain  of  the  sloop  Mary  now  fitted  out  and  mann’d 
with  twenty  able  seamen  for  their  Majesties  service  to  secure 
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their  Majesties  subjects  and  those  Vessels  passing  in  or  out  about 
their  lawfull  Occasions  and  to  suppress  the  said  Pirates. 

These  are  in  their  Majesties  names  to  Authorize  and  impower 
you  Said  Capt.  Samuell  Pease  with  the  aforesaid  vessell  and  men 
to  go  forth  in  the  Prosecution  of  the  sd.  designe  and  to  cruise 
upon  this  coast  for  the  discovery  of  sd.  Pirates  and  them  finding 
to  surprise  and  seize,  and  the  vessell  they  are  in  and  bring  them 
with  you  to  Boston  that  they  may  be  secured.  .  .  . 

Past  in  Council 

Isa  Addington 


Dated  the  30  day  of  Septbr  1689.  And  in  the  1st  year  of  the 
Reign  of  our  Sovereign  Lord  and  Lady  Wm  and  Mary  by  the 
grace  of  God  King  and  Queen  of  England 

Signed 

S.  Bradstreet  Govr 


Deposition  of  Thomas  Pound 

Boston  Oct.  19,  1699 

.  .  .  From  Virginia  wee  came  back  into  the  Sound  and  at 
Tarpolin  Cove  met  with  a  Barque  belonging  to  Salem  riding  in 
said  Cove,  William  Lord  master,  and  went  on  board  her  and 
bought  an  Anchor  of  him  for  which  paid  a  Caske  of  Sugar  about 
ffour  hundred  weight  and  sold  to  said  Lord  ye  Negro  wee  brought 
from  Virginia  at  the  price  of  twelve  pounds,  for  which  he  drew 
a  bill  upon  Blaney*  at  Elizabeth55  Island.  Then  we  came  over 
the  Sholes  in  company  with  Lord’s  Barque  as  far  as  Cape  Cod, 
and  the  Boat  going  on  shoare  there  Hawkins  left  us. 

Afterwards  upon  a  Saturday  night  about  three  weekes  since 
wee  Espyed  a  Sloop  and  weighed  and  gave  chace  to  her  and 

*  Anthony  Blaney,  for  whom  Blaney’s  Pond  was  named. 
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brought  her  to  anchor  under  the  Cape,  who  said  they  came  from 
Pensilvania,  enquired  of  them  whether  or  no  they  had  any  Pork 
on  board,  they  saying  they  had  none  we  dismist  them,  and  wee 
went  back  again  over  the  Sholes  and  at  Homes  his  Hole  met  with 
a  Sloop  riding  there  one  John  Picket  Master  from  new  London, 
(as  he  said)  out  of  which  Sloop  wee  took  thirty  nine  barrells  of 
Porke  and  Beife,  7  firkins  of  Butter,  13  cheeses,  3  bbls.  of 
Indian  Corn  and  Eight  bushells  of  Pease.  From  thence  wee 
removed  to  Tarpolin  Cove,  there  lay  about  fforty  Eight  houres 
intending  for  Corazo,  and  upon  Ffriday  the  fforth  day  of  October 
instant,  Capt.  Sam1  Pease  Commander  of  a  Sloop  from  Boston 
came  up  towards  us,  and  wee  came  to  Saile,  and  stood  away,  but 
Capn  Pease  out  Sayled  us  and  fired  severall  Shot  toward  us  but 
did  not  strike  our  Vessell,  wee  descried  their  King’s  Jack  before 
they  ffired;  after  wee  had  received  severall  Shot  from  the  sd. 
Sloop  there  was  a  Red  fflag  put  up  at  the  head  of  our  Mast,  and 
our  men  fired  at  them,  and  wee  continued  firing  one  at  another 
about  the  space  of  an  hour  this  Examinant  received  two  Shot  one 
under  his  Ribs  and  another  in  the  Arme,  ffour  of  our  men  were 
slain  and  nine  wounded.  Thomas  Hawkins  was  many  times  on 
Shoar  at  severall  places  at  Elizabeth  Islands,  Cape  Cod  and 
Casco  and  was  never  restrained  or  Confined  on  board  as  a  Prisoner. 
Dun,  Lander,  Warren  &  Watts  came  on  board  Hawkins  his  Boat 
in  Capn  Edwards  his  boat  in  ye  Broad  Sound. 

On  July  11,  1688,  Thomas  Pound  was  commissioned  captain 
of  H.M.  Sloop  Mary ,  .  .  .  one  of  the  sloops  built  under  Andros’ 
orders.  The  preceding  year  Pound  had  served  as  pilot  on  H.M.S. 
Rose,  Captain  George,  on  her  cruise  along  the  New  England 
coast  in  search  of  privateers,  pirates  and  illicit  traders.  He  com¬ 
manded  the  sloop  Mary  for  a  while  in  this  coast-guard  service 
and  then  in  August,  1689,  together  with  Thomas  Hawkins  and 
others,  turned  pirate  in  another  vessel.  .  .  . 
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On  August  20, 1689,  the  sloop  Resolution  was  fitted  with  guns, 
artillery,  ammunition  and  provisions  and  ordered  to  sea  under  the 
command  of  Captain  Joseph  Thaxter  in  quest  of  pirates,  espe¬ 
cially  “Thomas  Hawkins  and  one  Pounds.”  She  carried  a  crew 
of  30  men,  although  40  were  authorized  and  Thaxter  was  ordered 
to  cruise  within  Massachusetts  Bay.  The  Resolution  did  not  meet 
with  Pound’s  vessel  which  had  doubled  Cape  Cod  and  started  on 
a  piratical  career  in  Vineyard  Sound.  .  .  . 

Late  in  September  a  second  expedition  was  sent  against 
Pound.  This  consisted  of  twenty  able  men,  all  volunteers,  in 
Pound’s  former  vessel,  the  sloop  Mary ,  now  commanded  by  Capt. 
Samuel  Pease,  late  commander  of  the  Duke  of  Courland’s  ship 
Fortune,  200  tons,  12  guns.  Benjamin  Gallop  was  commissioned 
lieutenant  of  the  Mary  and  on  the  30th  she  sailed  from  Boston  and 
four  days  later  off  Woods  Hole,  a  canoe  came  off  to  her  with  the 
news  that  there  was  a  pirate  at  Tarpaulin  Cove.  The  crew  of  the 
Mary  gave  a  “great  shout  of  hurrah”  at  this  warning  and  made 
ready  for  battle. 

A  south-southeast  wind  was  blowing  hard  and  soon  they  sighted 
a  sail  ahead,  to  the  westward,  which  was  quickly  overhauled.  The 
King’s  jack  was  raised  on  the  Mary  and  a  great  gun  was  fired 
athwart  the  chase’s  fore  foot.  At  that  a  man  climbed  the  main¬ 
mast  of  the  other  vessel  and  made  fast  the  red-flag  of  piracy  at 
the  main-mast  top.  Captain  Pease  then  had  a  musket  shot  fired 
at  the  pirate  vessel,  but  the  latter  did  not  strike.  The  Mary  poured 
a  volley  into  the  pirate,  and  Captain  Pease  called  on  them  to  strike 
to  the  King  of  England.  Thomas  Pound,  the  pirate  captain, 
standing  on  the  quarter  deck  of  his  vessel,  flourished  his  naked 
sword  and  shouted:  “Come  aboard,  you  dogs,  and  I  will  strike 
you  presently.”  Pound  then  picked  up  his  gun  and  the  pirate 
crew  fired  a  volley  at  the  Mary,  which  was  at  once  returned.  The 
Mary  ran  to  leeward  of  the  pirate,  which  was  considered  an  ad¬ 
vantage  because  the  wind  blew  so  hard  that  the  weather  side  of 
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the  Mary  acted  as  a  bulwark  and  they  could  shoot  over  it  down 
on  to  the  deck  of  the  pirate.  The  pirate  crew  gave  several  lusty 
shouts  and  renewed  the  firing,  with  both  sides  loading  and  firing 
as  fast  as  they  could.  Before  long  Captain  Pound  was  shot  and 
forced  to  go  below  and  two  men  on  the  Mary  were  wounded  by 
an  explosion  of  gunpowder  from  which  a  great  smoke  arose. 
This  encouraged  the  pirates,  who  thought  that  the  Mary  had  met 
with  a  serious  disaster,  so  that  they  cheered  and  increased  their 
firing.  Soon  Captain  Pease  was  heard  shouting  to  the  pirates  that 
he  would  give  them  quarter  if  they  would  surrender.  “Ai,  ye 
dogs,  we  will  give  you  quarter,”  they  replied,  and  the  fight  con¬ 
tinued.  Two  more  of  the  Mary's  crew  were  wounded  and  finally 
Captain  Pease  himself. 

After  Captain  Pease  was  taken  below  to  have  his  wounds 
dressed,  the  command  devolved  upon  Lieutenant  Benjamin 
Gallop,  who  ran  the  Mary  alongside  the  pirate  craft  and  boarded 
her.  The  pirates  resolutely  resisted,  firing  desperately  upon  the 
boarding  party,  who  returned  the  fire  and  then,  reversing  their 
muskets  and  swinging  them  as  clubs,  rushed  among  the  pirates 
in  a  bloody  hand-to-hand  struggle.  When  four  of  the  pirates  lay 
dead  and  twelve  wounded,  the  remaining  two  surrendered. 

Meanwhile  the  weather  had  become  “very  bad”  and  being 
greatly  in  need  of  doctors  and  surgeons,  the  Mary  ran  into  the 
Sakonnet  River  and  anchored  between  Pocasset  and  Rhode  Is¬ 
land.  Doctors  were  sent  for  and  soon  came  from  Newport.  Cap¬ 
tain  Pease  was  shot  in  the  arm,  the  side  and  the  thigh  and  had  lost 
a  great  deal  of  blood.  He  was  very  weak  and  faint,  but  had  re¬ 
covered  some  of  his  strength  by  Friday  so  that  he  went  on  board 
the  Mary  and  sailed  for  Boston.  But  the  Mary  had  only  sailed  a 
short  distance  before  Captain  Pease’s  wounds  opened  and  he 
began  to  bleed  so  badly  that  they  took  him  ashore  to  another 
farmhouse  on  Rhode  Island,  where  he  continued  to  lose  blood.  He 
also  had  convulsions  and  on  Saturday  morning,  October  12,  1689, 
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died  from  the  wounds  received  in  his  Majesty’s  Service.  He  was 
buried  at  Newport  on  the  following  Monday.  That  evening,  the 
Mary,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Gallop  and  carrying  fourteen 
prisoners,  sailed  from  Rhode  Island  and  reached  Boston  on  the 
following  Saturday.  The  prize  sloop  and  treasure  were  valued  at 
£209-4-6. 

Daniel  Langley,  Colburn  Tirrell  [Luxell],  John  Frizell, 
Abraham  Adams  and  John  Paine  were  among  those  who  served 
on  board  the  Mary  on  this  expedition. 

This  action  is  told  and  retold  in  the  depositions  of  members  of 
the  crews  of  both  vessels.  A  few  of  the  Court  orders  will  show  the 
conclusion  of  the  affair. 

Deposition  of  Eleazer  Buck 

Boston  Massachusetts  the  Jurors  for  our  Gov.  Lord  and 
Lady  William  &  Mary  by  ye  grace  of  God  of  England  Scotland 
France  &  Ireland  King  &  Queen  Defend  of  ye  faith. 

Doe  present  that  Elliezer  Buck  mariner  nott  having  ye 
fear  of  God  before  his  eyes  but  being  led  by  the  mitigation  of  ye 
Devell  of  his  malice  forethought  upon  ye  fourth  day  of  October 
1689  in  ye  first  year  of  their  Majesties  Reign  upon  ye  high  seas 
that  is  to  say  in  Marthas  Vineyard  Sound  near  Tarpolin  Cove 
upon  ye  Sloop  Mary  of  Boston  then  sayling  under  their  Majesties 
coller  and  upon  ye  Commander  namely  Samuel  Pease  and  com¬ 
pany  being  in  number  about  twenty  of  their  Majestys  leage  people 
then  and  thar  upon  their  Majestys  service  the  said  Eleazer  Buck 
being  under  a  red  flag  which  in  defiance  of  their  Majestys 
Authority  purposely  putt  up  ye  head  of  ye  Mast  with  force  and 
arms  and  assault  did  make,  and  with  Bullets  which  he  out  of  small 
guns  felloniously  shot  ye  body  of  ye  said  Samewell  Pease  in 
severall  places  did  strike  and  mortally  wound  of  which  mortal 
wounds  ye  said  Samuel  Pease  did  grieviously  languish  untill  ye 
twelfth  day  of  the  said  October  and  then  of  his  mortal  wounds  dyed. 
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And  so  ye  Jurors  upon  their  oath  do  say  that  the  said  Elliezer 
Buck  upon  ye  high  seas  aforesaid  on  ye  day  and  year  aforesaid 
of  his  mallis  forethought  ye  said  Samwell  Pease  in  manner  and 
form  aforesaid  did  felloniously  kill  and  murther  contrary  to  ye 
peace  of  our  Sovr.  Lord  and  Lady  their  crown  and  dignity  &  ye 
laws  of  God  and  this  Collony. 

It  appears  that  Wait  Winthrop  was  one  of  the  magistrates 
who  tried  the  pirates.  Whether  for  family  reasons,  his  brother 
Adam  Winthrop’s  wife  being  sister  of  Thomas  Hawkins,  or  for 
some  other  cause,  after  their  conviction  he  worked  for  a  reprieve. 
This  was  granted  and  arrived  just  in  time  to  save  the  life  of 
Thomas  Hawkins,  who  was  already  upon  the  scaffold  and  ready 
to  be  “turned  off”  when  the  order  was  received  by  the  sheriff. 

Pound  and  most  of  his  company  were  also  freed.  He  went  to 
England  and  “died  a  gentleman”  there  a  few  years  later. 


Voted;  That  Eleazer  Buck  be  remitted  the  sentence  of  death 
which  was  imposed  upon  him  at  the  last  Court  of  Assistance  for 
piracy  felony  &  murdor  he  paying  the  charges  of  prosecution 
&  unprisioned,  his  release  from  prison  is  hereby  ordered, 
by  the  deputies 

Ebenezer  Prout 


Feb.  20  1690 


Consented  to  by  the  Magistrates 
Addington. 


Appraisal  of  goods  and  vessels  taken  from  Tho.  Pound  and  ac¬ 
complices. 

25  Oct.  1689 

Mr  Joseph  Townsend  appeared  in  behalf e  of  John  Haynes* 
for  sugar,  Rhum,  cotton  wool  and  Flower  taken  by  Tho.  Pound 
and  his  accomplices,  declaring  he  executed  no  other  restitution 

*  Probably  the  John  Haynes  [Haines]  who  held  a  mortgage  on  a  part  of 
Naushon  a  few  years  previous. 
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than  liberty  to  buy  the  same  at  the  appraisal  if  he  sees  cause, 
judging  all  to  be  little  enough  for  Recompense  of  the  men  that 
recovered  them. 

Nov.  8;  Whereas  Capt.  Samuel  Pease  did  voluntarily  expose 
himself  in  the  service  of  their  Majesties  and  this  country  in  the 
late  expedition  against  the  Pirates  who  infest  the  coast  and  did 
damage  to  their  Majesties  subjects  here  in  which  expedition  he 
lost  his  life  and  hath  left  a  widow  and  orphans  in  a  poor  low  con¬ 
dition. 

The  convention  do  recommend  it  to  the  ministers  of  the  severall 
Towns  in  this  colony  to  make  a  collection  in  their  respective  con¬ 
gregations  for  the  relief  of  a  widow  and  orphans  and  for  paying 
for  the  cares  of  two  of  the  company  (belonging  to  the  said  Cap¬ 
tain  )  that  were  woinded  in  the  service  —  And  the  money  that  is 
gathered  to  be  put  into  the  hands  of  Maj .  Gen.  Isaac  Addington 
and  Maj.  W.  Winthrop  to  be  improved  for  the  end  aforesaid  as 
they  shall  judge  meet. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  recommendation  for  the  relief  of  the 
family  of  Captain  Pease  was  favorably  acted  upon  by  the  ministers 
and  their  congregations. 

Captain  Pound’s  Company  of  Pirates 

Capt.  Thomas  Pound ,  pilot  and  sailing  master  on  the  Pose  frig¬ 
ate;  embarked  from  Boston  in  Hawkins’  boat;  wounded  in  the 
fight  at  Tarpaulin  Cove,  shot  in  the  arm  and  side  and  several 
bones  taken  out;  found  guilty  but  reprieved;  sent  to  England 
where  charge  was  dismissed;  given  command  of  a  ship,  died  in 
1703  in  England,  honored  and  respected. 

Thomas  Hawkins,  son  of  Capt.  Thomas  Hawkins,  a  Boston  pri¬ 
vateersman,  and  Mary  his  wife,  found  guilty  but  reprieved,  sent 
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to  England  but  on  the  voyage  was  killed  in  an  engagement  with 
a  French  privateer  off  Cape  Sable. 

Thomas  Johnston  of  Boston,  the  “limping  privateer,”  embarked 
from  Boston  in  Hawkins’  boat;  wounded  in  fight  at  Tarpaulin 
Cove,  shot  in  the  jaw  and  several  bones  taken  out;  found  guilty 
and  hanged  in  Boston  Jan.  27,  1690;  the  only  one  of  company 
who  was  executed. 

Eleazer  Buck  embarked  from  Boston  in  Hawkins’  boat,  had 
seven  holes  shot  through  his  arms  in  the  fight  at  Tarpaulin  Cove; 
found  guilty  but  pardoned  on  payment  of  20  marks  (£13.6.8.). 

John  Siccadam  embarked  from  Boston  in  Hawkins’  boat;  shot 
through  both  legs  in  the  fight  at  Tarpaulin  Cove ;  found  guilty  hut 
pardoned  on  payment  of  20  marks. 

John  Hill ,  a  member  of  Governor  Andros’  company  of  redcoats, 
commanded  by  Francis  Nicholson,  the  first  English  regulars  to 
come  to  Massachusetts,  brought  over  in  1686.  Stationed  at  Fort 
Loyal,  Falmouth,  Maine,  where  he  held  rank  of  corporal.  Deserted 
and  joined  the  expedition;  killed  in  the  fight  at  Tarpaulin  Cove. 

John  Watkins ,  a  soldier,  one  of  the  garrison  at  Fort  Loyal,  Fal¬ 
mouth,  Maine,  deserted  and  joined  the  expedition;  killed  in  the 
fight  at  Tarpaulin  Cove. 

J ohn  Lord ,  a  soldier,  killed  in  the  fight  at  Tarpaulin  Cove. 

James  Daniels ,  a  soldier,  killed  in  the  fight  at  Tarpaulin  Cove. 

Richard  Phips,  a  soldier,  one  of  the  garrison  at  Fort  Loyal, 
Falmouth,  Maine,  wounded  in  the  head  in  fight  at  Tarpaulin 
Cove,  was  in  prison  in  Boston,  where  he  may  have  died,  as  he 
was  never  brought  to  trial. 

Edward  Browne  joined  the  expedition  at  York  River,  Virginia, 
and  was  wounded  in  the  hand  to  hand  fight  at  Tarpaulin  Cove ;  at 
the  trial  he  was  found  not  guilty. 
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Richard  Griffin  of  Boston,  gunsmith,  embarked  from  Boston  in 
Hawkins’  boat;  shot  in  the  ear  in  the  fight  at  Tarpaulin  Cove, 
the  bullet  coming  out  through  an  eye  which  he  lost;  found  guilty 
but  pardoned  on  payment  of  20  marks. 

Daniel  Lander  (or  Langley)  came  on  board  at  Lovell’s  Island, 
Boston  Harbor,  and  probably  from  frigate  Rose;  shot  through 
an  arm  at  Tarpaulin  Cove,  found  guilty  but  pardoned  on  pay¬ 
ment  of  20  marks. 

Henry  Dipper ,  a  member  of  Governor  Andros’  company  of  red¬ 
coats  commanded  by  Francis  Nicholson,  the  first  English  regulars 
to  come  to  Massachusetts,  brought  over  in  1686.  Came  on  board 
in  a  boat  at  Lovell’s  Island,  Boston  Harbor,  probably  from  frigate 
Rose ;  killed  in  the  fight  at  Tarpaulin  Cove  or  died  of  wounds 
soon  after. 

John  Darby ,  a  Marblehead  fisherman,  one  of  the  crew  of  the  ketch 
Mary  of  Salem,  captured  by  Pound;  voluntarily  joined  the  ex¬ 
pedition  and  was  killed  in  the  fight  at  Tarpaulin  Cove.  Left  a 
widow  and  four  children  living  at  Marblehead. 

Benjamin  Blake ;  a  boy  who  embarked  from  Boston  in  Hawkins’ 
boat. 

William  Warren  came  on  board  in  a  boat  at  Lovell’s  Island,  Bos¬ 
ton  Harbor,  and  probably  from  the  frigate  Rose.  Shot  in  the 
head  in  the  fight  at  Tarpaulin  Cove;  found  guilty  but  pardoned 
on  the  payment  of  20  marks. 

Samuel  Watts  came  on  board  in  a  boat  at  Lovell’s  Island,  Bos¬ 
ton  Harbor,  and  probably  from  the  frigate  Rose ;  found  guilty 
but  pardoned  on  the  payment  of  20  marks. 

William  Dunn  came  on  board  in  a  boat  at  Lovell’s  Island,  Bos¬ 
ton  Harbor,  and  probably  from  the  frigate  Rose;  found  guilty 
but  pardoned  on  the  payment  of  20  marks. 
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William  Neff,  son  of  William  and  Mary  Neff,  born  in  1667  in 
Haverhill,  Mass. ;  his  father  while  in  the  military  service  against 
Indians  died  in  F ebruary,  1689,  at  Pemaquid,  Maine ;  a  soldier  and 
one  of  the  garrison  at  Fort  Loyal,  Falmouth,  Maine;  deserted 
and  joined  the  expedition;  he  was  found  not  guilty  of  piracy  as 
it  was  shown  that  he  was  “enticed  and  deluded  away  from  the 
garrison  by  his  corporal,”  John  Hill;  the  court  discharged  him 
he  paying  for  a  gun  belonging  to  the  country’s  store. 

William  Bennet ,  a  soldier,  one  of  the  garrison  at  Fort  Loyal, 
Falmouth,  Maine;  deserted  and  joined  the  expedition;  was  a 
prisoner  at  Boston  where  he  may  have  died,  as  he  never  was 
brought  to  trial. 

John  Giddings  joined  the  expedition  at  York  River,  Virginia, 
was  wounded  in  the  fight  at  Tarpaulin  Cove  and  imprisoned  in 
Boston  where  he  may  have  died,  as  he  never  was  brought  to  trial. 


For  the  next  ten  years  Tarpaulin  Cove  does  not  figure  in 
“news”  of  piracy.  There  is,  however,  in  1696  the  account  of 

H. M.S.  Falkland ,  which  arrived  battered  and  forlorn  from  Eng¬ 
land  after  a  midwinter  voyage. 

Her  log  has  been  preserved  at  the  record  office  of  the  British 
Admiralty,  and  there  is  thus  a  day  by  day  diary  from  Tarpaulin 
two  hundred  and  thirty-eight  years  ago.  Unfortunately  “the 
weather”  has  the  lion’s  share  of  space  in  the  log. 

Vessels  or  War  Built  at  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  1690-1868 

I.  Falkland  —  guns  54  —  year  1690. 

The  Falkland ,  or  as  sometimes  spelt  Faulkland,  a  54  gun  ship 
built  in  1690,  by  order  of  the  British  Government,  was  the  first 
ship  of  war  built  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic.  She  was  a  fourth 
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rate  of  that  date,  and  is  called  by  Cooper,  “The  first  ship  of  the 
Line  built  in  America.” 

“In  the  list  of  ships  added  to  the  Royal  Navy  since  Novem¬ 
ber  5th.  1686  we  find  mentioned  the  Falkland,  fourth  rate,  built 
in  New  England  by  Mr  John  Taylor,  added  to  the  Navy  March  2, 
1695,  637  tons.  Establishment  war,  226  men,  54  guns  at  home, 
115  men  abroad;  peace,  149  men,  42  guns  at  home.” 


1696-97 

Captain  Hancock  to  Governor  Stoughton 
Honbl  Sir, 

I  received  yours  the  4th.  Instant  and  would  have  sent  an  answer 
before  now,  but  had  no  Opportunity  lying  in  this  place  where  we 
were  forced  being  very  much  in  want  of  Water  and  Wood  when 
we  came  in,  and  our  mast  and  rigging  very  bad  and  out  of  repair, 
and  a  great  many  men  very  sick  and  so  we  have  now  &  Buried 
Eight  &  five  Run  being  forced  to  intrust  some  ashore  but  they 
were  all  Tradesmen  &  came  Volluntary  into  the  service,  our  Main 
Mast  we  have  cut  shorter  and  hope  now  it  will  last  to  Boston  if 
we  cannot  have  one  at  Road  Island,  where  I  do  intend  this  week 
to  sayle  if  Wind  and  Weather  Presents  being  now  in  readiness, 
our  Fore  Mast  is  faulty  being  sprung  with  a  Clapp  of  Thunder 
what  I  beleive  must  come  out  to,  I  will  take  all  the  care  I  can  to 
keep  my  Men  but  now  wanting  of  my  Complement  I  must  humbly 
desire  some  of  your  Honrs  assistance  for  the  getting  more  which 
is  all  that  serves  at  present  from 

Your  Honrs 

Most  Obedient  Serv1 
Rob1  Hancock 

Falkland  in  Tarrpauling  Cove 
Jany.  18  1696/7 
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Captain  Hancock  to  Governor  Stoughton 
Hon.  Sir; 

I  now  write  to  you  from  Road  Island  having  been  here  ever 
since  the  first  instant,  &  desire  Your  Advice  when  you  think  it 
Reasonable  time  for  comeing  about,  I  am  in  a  very  bad  condition 
haveing  buried  Twenty  Men  since  I  came  into  the  Country  &  now 
fifty  sick  and  Lame,  but  their  Distempers  I  cannot  acquaint  you 
withall  but  I  am  in  the  Belief  it  is  nothing  but  the  colde  and  their 
Laziness  withall  that  is  the  Occasion.  I  humbly  desire  that  if  you 
have  any  Opportunity  for  Ould  England  that  you  will  acquaint 
the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  of  my  condition.  I  writt  to  Your  Honr 
before  The  Badness  of  my  Masts  and  now  no  more  to  add  but 

Your  Honrs 

Most  Humble  Servt.  to  Commd 
Robt.  Hancock 

Falkland  at  Road  Island 
Feb.  5,  1696/7 

Governor  Stoughton  to  Lords  of  the  Admiralty,  London 

.  .  .  I  embrace  this  opportunity  (by  the  way  of  Ireland)  toad- 
vise  your  Lordshipps  of  the  arrival  of  His  Maj.  Ship  Falkland , 
Capt.  Robert  Hancock  Commander,  at  a  place  called  Tarpolin 
Cove  in  the  out  parts  of  this  His  Maj .  Province  upon  the  22nd.  of 
December  past,  after  a  very  long  passage  and  being  much  disabled 
in  her  Masts  by  reason  of  tempestuous  weather  .  .  .  the  place 
where  she  rode  being  hazardous,  and  the  winter  so  far  advanced 
as  rendered  it  difficult  for  her  to  come  about  hither  and  the  more 
in  regard  of  her  disability  I  advised  the  Captain  to  remove  his  ship 
to  Rhode  Island,  being  about  nine  or  ten  leagues  distant  from  the 
aforesaid  Cove,  and  she  now  lies  there  waiting  a  seasonable  op¬ 
portunity  to  come  about  in  order  to  repair.  I  understand  from 
the  Captain  that  he  hath  buried  about  twenty  men  since  his  arrival 


218 


Early  History  or  Naushon  Island 


and  hath  about  fifty  others  sick  and  lame,  but  hopes  when  the 
weather  grows  warmer,  most  of  them  will  get  up  again,  they  being 
chiefly  pinched  with  the  extremity  of  the  cold.  .  .  . 

I  apprehend  it  may  be  of  Special  Service  to  his  Maj.  for  the 
safety  and  defense  of  his  Interests  in  this  County  that  the  sd  ship 
do  remain  here  for  sometime,  there  being  reasonable  grounds  to 
expect  that  We  shall  be  attacked  by  a  Naval  force  from  France 
in  the  Spring  or  Sumer  ensueing:  therefore  if  no  orders  arrive 
from  your  Lordshipps  to  the  contrary  I  shall  advise  his  stay  here 
accordingly,  where  he  will  be  in  readiness  to  convoy  the  next  Mast 
Fleet  upon  their  return  home. 

Rt  Honble 

Your  LordPPs  Most  Humble  Servt. 

W.  Stoughton 

Boston  N.  E.  February  18th  1696/7 

This  poem  or  dedication  introduces  the  Log  of  the  Falkland. 
The  last  part  is  well  worth  remembering.  It  is  a  clear  and  beau¬ 
tiful  petition  for  spiritual  compass  directions. 

A  Jornall  of  the  Proseeding  of  his 
Mag^s  Ship  the  falkland  with  the  Account 
of  transactions  and  wirthy  observations 
&  accedents 
By  Jacobus  Couch 
Epethey 

The  savior  of  mankind  mans  Emanuell 
Who  sinless  died  for  sinn  who  vanquest  hell 
The  First  Fruits  of  the  grave  whous  Life  did  give 
Light  to  our  Darknis  in  whous  Death  we  live 
Strengthen  thou  my  faith  currect  my  will 
that  mine  may  thine  obey  protect  me  still 
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Soe  that  the  Latter  Death  may  have  no  power 
My  soul  sealed  with  thy  seal  so  in  that  houre 
When  thou  whose  body  santified  the  tumbe 
Unjustly  Judged  A  glorious  Judg  shall  come 
To  Judg  the  world  with  Justis  by  that  sine 
I  may  be  known  and  Entertained  fore  thine 
Lord  let  thy  Grace  dwell  richly  in  my  hart 
And  make  me  skillfull  in  thy  havenly  Art 
And  Let  me  understand  and  be  soe  wise 
to  know  uppon  what  point  my  havenly  Contry  Lyes 
And  having  set  my  Course  directly  thither 
great  god  preserve  me  in  the  F owlest  weather 

James  Couch  was  appointed  Master  of  his  Maj1^  Ship  Falk¬ 
land  warented  on  the  20th,  May  yr.  96 

Entered  onbord  in  the  ships  Books  on  the  27th.  of  May  yeare 
96  ship  at  Black  stakes  our  proceedings.  Desined  for  new  eng- 
land  god  willing  god  send  us  A  prosperous  voige  .  .  .  make  a 
good  voige  and  a 

Safe  Returne  by  order 

Extract  from  Log  of  H.M.S.  “Falkland” 

At  sea  This  24  hours  we  have  fresh  gale  of  wind  at  E.N.E. 

&  N.E.b  E.  feare  weather  make  saile  Direct  our 
Friday  Xbr  18  course  N.W.  &  N.W.b  N.  toward  even  we  have  Close 

weather  hard  gale  of  wind  at  N.E.  have  our  small  sails 
take  in  ye  reefs  of  our  topsails  this  night  affords  us 
Close  hazy  weather  very  fresh  gale  of  wind  at  S.W. 
in  ye  morning  hand  Maintopsail  as  the  day  comes  on 
we  have  hard  gale  at  N.E.b  E.  thick  weather  with  hard 
rain  continueth  at  eleven  (?)  in  ye  morning  hand  fore¬ 
topsail  hard  gale  of  wind  at  N.E.b  E.  hard  rain  very 
thick  weather  conclude  this  day  Latt.  by  estimation 
course  and  distance  and  bearing  of  head  lands  at  noon 
as  in  ye  margent. 
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At  sea  Xbr  19 

Between  foure  or 
five  in  the  after 
noon  we  find 
soundings  50 
fedom  deep  ousay 
sand 

Att  noon  Cap  Cod 
after  found  to 
bear  N.09  wt  40 
leagues 

Nantucket  N.N.W. 
25  leagues. 


This  day  we  have  hard  gale  of  wind  at  N.E.b  E. 
very  thick  weather  and  hard  rain  in  the  first  part 
towards  even  very  tempestuous.  Weather  at  five  at 
even  hand  our  foresail  try  with  our  mainsail  to  ye  N :° 
heave  our  lead  and  find  50  fedoms  of  water  soundings 
ouse  and  sum  small  sand  at  six  at  even  loure  mainyard 
ware  our  ship  Lay  our  head  to  Ye  S:°  try  with  our 
mizen  very  strong  gale  of  wind  tempestuous  weather 
continueth  keep  our  Lead  every  foure  houres  &  have 
50  fedoms  of  water  ousy  ground  at  twelve  at  night  we 
have  ye  wind  more  moderate  foure  cleare  weather 
towards  morning  Little  wind  but  very  great  grown  sea 
at  six  in  the  morning  sett  our  fore  saile  ware  our  ship 
to  ye  N :°  as  the  day  comes  on  sett  mainsail  and  top¬ 
sail  Direct  our  course  N.b  W.  &  N.N.W.  find  50  fedom 
depth  of  water  sauft  ouse  ground  moderate  gale  at 
N.E.b  E.  thick  hazy  weather  conclude  this  day  Latt. 
by  estimation,  course  &  bearing  of  headlands  at  noon 
as  in  margent. 


At  sea  Xbr.  20 

Meridian  dis¬ 
tance 

52d:  29m.W' 
degrees  Long 
73  :llm 
ye  Lizard 
E+12d:15m:1073 
leagues 


This  day  we  have  fresh  gale  of  wind  at  N.E.  thick 
fogg  stand  to  ye  N :  Keep  our  Leed  every  two  hours 
find  45  &  42  fedom  depth  of  water  sauft  ousay  ground 
at  two  in  the  afternoon  and  hand  maintopsail  toward 
even  moderate  gale  at  N.b  E.  &  N :  as  the  night  came 
on  little  wind.  Thick  fogg  continueth  all  night  towards 
morning  we  have  fresh  gale  at  N.  &  N.b  W.  thick 
weather  much  snow  &  rain  at  five  in  the  morning  tack 
stand  to  the  eastward  Keep  our  Leed  &  find  the  former 
depth  and  soundings  noe  alteration  as  the  day  come 
on  we  have  fresh  gale  at  N.W.  &  N.W.b  W.  Stand  to 
ye  Eastward  with  our  lour  sailes  the  Latter  part  we 
have  fresh  gale  at  W.N.W.  Close  weather  inclined  to 
snow.  Conclude  this  day  at  noon  found  depth  of  water 
30  fedom  ousay  ground.  Latt.  by  estimation  course 
&  distance  bearing  of  headlands  as  in  ye  margent. 
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At  sea  Xbr  21 
Lizard 

Et 12d:N° 

1076  Leag 

Nomans  Land  N 
ye  gay  head  on 
Martin’s  vinyard 
S.E.b  S. 

3  leagues 

depth  of  water 
14  fedoms 
course  ground 


Anchor  at 
Tarpolin  Cove 

Tuesday  Xbr  22 
At  half  an  hour 
past  two  in  the 
afternoon  anchor 
at  T.C. 

10  fedoms  water 
Moore  Ship  E.N.E. 

&  w.s.w. 

The  gayhead  on 
M.V.  S.W.b  S. 

4  Leagues  ye 
Et  pt  of  M.V. 


This  day  we  have  fresh  gale  of  wind  at  W.b  N.  close 
thick  weather  snow  and  rain  together  Stand  to  ye  N : 
find  the  water  should  gradually  souft  ground  32  &  30 
fedom  at  even  find  29  &  25  fedom  course  sandy  ground 
as  the  night  come  on  we  have  fresh  gale  at  W.  &  N. 
close  weather  sometime  cleare  at  eight  at  even  we  have 
16  fedom  depth  course  gravell.  Discover  ye  Looming  of 
Land  the  wind  being  bould  tack  stand  to  ye  S :°  this 
night  Moderate  gale  at  W.b  S.  &  W.S.W.  dry  cloudy 
weather  sett  our  maintopsail  at  four  in  the  morning 
tack  stand  by  to  ye  N :°  as  the  day  comes  on  make  sail. 
Mod.  gale  at  W.  b  S.  &  W.S.W.  fall  in  to  ye  Wt  of  Mar¬ 
tin’s  Vineyard  being  an  Island  on  ye  Wt  coast  of  new 
england  very  sildum  yoused  but  by  small  coasting  ves- 
sells  no  ship  of  any  consequence  coming  neare  these 
parts  unless  obledged  by  extremetey  and  having  on[e] 
Man  on  bord  that  had  frequented  these  parts  he  by 
order  tuke  charge  as  Pilote  to  harbor  the  ship.  At 
noon  the  gay  head  on  Martin’s  vinyard  S.E.b  S.  3 
leagues,  mod.  gale  at  S.W.b  W.  fair  weather  con¬ 
cluded. 


This  day  we  have  fresh  gale  of  wind  at  S.W.  b  W.  & 
W.S.W.  cloudy  and  inclined  to  squalls  Direct  our 
course  N.E.  throw  a  broad  sound  that  is  between  Mar¬ 
tin’s  Vinyard  and  Elizabeth  Island  in  which  sound 
we  find  13  &  14  fedom  of  water  good  ground  at  two  in 
ye  afternoon  anchor  in  Tarpolin  Cove  being  soe  named 
being  a  small  bay  in  ye  S.E.  side  of  the  E.  Island 
of  the  Elizabeth  Islands  10  fedom  of  water  good 
ground  Moor  ship  E.N.E.  &  W.S.W.  In  this  place  is 
but  on[e]  small  house  in  which  live  on[e]  family  the 
Island  affords  wood  and  sum  deare  for  other  conven¬ 
ient  very  barren  land  but  being  obledged  for  severall 
reasons  and  necessaries  we  are  very  happy  in  our  safe 
arrivall  having  bin  on  our  passage  16  weeks  driven  by 
strong  winds.  In  the  first  place  we  are  in  want  of  water 
and  wood  secondly  Disabled  in  our  mast  and  shrouds 
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Tarpolin  Cove 

E.b  N.4  leagues 
Suckenesset 
point  on  ye 
main  being  N.E. 
bE. 

3  leagues 

&  cheanplates  thirdly  very  weakly  maned  by  reason  of 
sick  men  &  very  grean  sailors  which  with  ye  could  and 
want  of  Clouthes  are  fitt  for  little  Duty  to  conclude 
we  had  a  very  bad  coast  to  deal  with  all  in  this  time  of 
year  in  the  condition  we  [were  in]  ye  reasons  formerly 
mentioned  therefore  very  Proper  to  get  ye  first  port  to 
Anchor.  Towards  even  the  winds  came  at  West  &  W.b 
N.  Could  toward  morning  Mod*  gale  at  N.W.  &  N.W. 
b  N.  hard  frost  ye  latter  part  unbend  sails  Mod*  gale 
at  N.W.  clear  &  dry — Weather  hard  frost  concludes 
this  day. 

Xbr  23 

At  on[e]  in  the 
afternoon  we 
a  small  brig¬ 
antine  of  Bos¬ 
ton  Laden  from 
Nevis  arrived 
here  bound  for 
boston. 

This  day  we  have  moderate  gale  at  N.b.W.  &  N : 
feare  [fair]  cleare  weather  Inclined  to  frost  at  one  in 
the  afternoon  a  small  brigantine  belonging  to  boston 
laden  from  Nevis  Arrived  here  having  bin  five  weeks  on 
her  passage  hither  ten  days  near  the  coast.  In  the 
afternoon  clean  our  hould  carry  on  shore  empty  casks 
in  order  to  fill  water  start  salt  water  out  of  butts  in 
order  to  fill  fresh  found  much  of  our  ballast  washed 
away  being  very  bad  ballast  for  shipping  of  water. 
Mod*  gale  at  N :  &  N.b  E.  dry  frost  weather  concludes 
this  day. 

Xbr  24 

This  24  hours  we  have  small  gale  N.  b  W.  &  N.N.W. 
Cleare  dry  frost  in  the  afternoon  emt[y]  salt  water 

at  ten  in  ye 
morning  the 
brigantine  sails 
from  here  to 
the  Eastward. 

carry  the  butt  on  shore  in  order  to  trim  and  wash  fit 
for  to  fill  with  fresh  water.  The  house  and  Watering 
place  being  about  one  mile  from  the  ship  the  land 
being  covered  with  snow  having  very  hard  winter 
for  the  time  past  in  these  parts  Keep  all  our  men 
that  are  capable  of  Duty  employed  in  cleaning  the 
hould  Sum  on  shore  with  ye  Cuper  Gale  N.  b  W.  &  N :° 
dry  hard  frost  continueth  and  concludeth  this  day. 

Xbr  25 

This  24  hours  we  have  small  gale  at  N.W.  &  N.N.W. 
Dry  hard  frost  very  could  at  even  Cloudy  Inclined 

in  ye  morning 

to  snow.  Continueth  close  weather  little  wind  all  night 
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Tarpolin  Cove 

unrig  our 
mainmast. 


Xbr  26 


Xbr  27 

Sabouthday  at  two 
in  ye  afternoon 
a  small  catch  of 
Salem  bound  to 
Virginia 
arrived  here 
from  ye  E. 


Xbr  28 

at  three  in  the 
afternoon  ye 
ketch  formerly 
mentioned  sails 
from  here  to  ye 
W. 


in  the  morning  very  thick  snow  as  the  day  comes  on 
unrig  our  maintopmast.  The  latter  part  small  gale 
at  N :  and  N.  b  E.  close  weather  inclined  to  snow 
hard  frost  &  very  could  continueth  and  concludeth 
this  day. 

This  day  we  have  small  gale  of  wind  at  N.N.W.  & 
N.W.  thick  close  weather  small  snow  could  frost  con¬ 
tinueth  toward  even.  Much  snow  very  thick  weather. 
Little  wind.  Sometimes  calm  and  continueth  all  night 
and  in  ye  morning  Toward  the  latter  part  we  have 
Mod*  gale  at  N.E.  day  calm  weather  inclined  to  frost 
concludeth  this  day. 

This  day  we  have  Modt  gale  of  wind  at  N.E.  b  N.  & 
N.N.E.  close  thick  weather  at  two. in  the  afternoon 
arrived  here  a  small  ketch  of  Salem  belonging  to  Salem 
bound  to  Virginia  ye  which  certifies  of  the  Mast  fleet 
sailing  from  piscataquag  under  the  conduct  of  Capt 
Ernes  in  his  Maj  ship  Sunrise  [?]  very  could 
weather  and  hard  frost  continueth  in  the  night,  Little 
wind  at  N :  the  latter  part  Modt  gale  at  N.N.W.  & 
N.W.  cloudy  weather  could  dry  hard  frost  concluded 
this  day.  Imploy  all  hands  sum  getting  wood  others 
fixing  rigging  defective  ye  remainder  in  clearing  the 
hould  for  balast  [?]. 

This  day  we  have  fresh  gale  of  wind  at  N.W.  b  N. 
fair  weather  could  dry  hard  frost  continueth  inso¬ 
much  we  have  men  taken  sick  and  lame  daley  the 
which  hinders  our  dispach  likewise  the  place  of  water¬ 
ing  our  ship  we  could  not  fill  above  four  punchons  in 
one  day  two  of  which  are  expended  on  board.  The 
water  likewise  not  being  very  good  and  for  our  per- 
ticolor  youse  likewise  in  the  time  of  the  frost  these 
casks  that  are  filled  force  out  the  heed  of  firm  new 
calk  insomuch  we  were  obledged  to  refer  filling  water. 
In  ye  night  Fresh  gale  at  N.N.W.  could  frost  ye 
latter  part.  Mod.  gale  at  N.  b  W.  &  N.N.W.  feare 
clear  weather  concludes  this  day. 
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Tarpolin  Cove 
Xbr.  29 


Xbr.  30 


Xbr.  31 


Jan.  1 


Jan.  2 

take  in  about 
six  tuns  stone 
ballast. 


This  day  we  have  in  ye  first  part  calm  in  ye  after¬ 
noon  Small  gale  at  E.N.  &  E.  cloudy  thick  weather 
the  first  part  of  the  night  we  have  small  gale  at  W.E.W. 
&  S.W.  thick  weather  could  and  inclined  to  snow  as 
the  night  came  on  we  have  fresh  gale  at  S.S.W.  &  S.  & 
S.  b.  E.  vearable  thick  weather  with  snow  and  rain 
continueth  till  toward  the  latter  part  in  which  we  have 
fresh  gale  at  S.S.W.  &  S.W.  b  S.  hard  rain  conclude 
this  day. 

This  day  we  have  moderate  gale  at  S.W.  &  W.S.W. 
close  weather  inclined  to  rain  toward  even  small  gale 
at  W.  thick  fogg,  in  the  night  modt.  gale  from  the 
W.  to  ye  W.N.W.  close  weather  the  latter  part.  Mod. 
gale  at  N.W.  b  W.  &  N.W.  feare  weather  withall 
could  haw  frost  conclude  this  day  in  ye  morning  raise 
our  shears  in  order  to  lift  our  mainmast  to  shorten 
at  the  heale. 

This  day  we  have  fresh  gale  at  N.W.  &  N.W.  b  W. 
feare  cleare  weather  withall  could  hard  frost  con¬ 
tinueth  this  day  take  on  bord  in  our  long  boat  about 
8  tuns  of  stone  ballast  in  our  fore  part  of  the  hould 
ye  ballast  being  ye  same  stone.  Mod.  gale  &  N.W. 
&  N.N.W.  feare  cold  weather  could  frost  continueth 
and  concludes  this  day. 

This  day  we  have  in  the  first  part  Mod.  gale  from 
the  West  to  S.W.  b  S.  Feare  could  weather  in  the 
night  small  gale  at  S.S.W.  &  S.W.  sumtime  cloudy  in 
the  morning  and  toward  the  latter  part  we  have  ye 
wind  variable  from  the  S.  &  S.  b  E.  thick  weather 
much  snow  &  rain  concludes  this  day. 

This  day  we  have  in  ye  first  part  Mod.  gale  from 
ye  S.  to  ye  S.W.  Close  weather  inclined  to  rain  to¬ 
wards  evening  small  gale  at  W.S.W.  thick  fogg  and 
rain  at  night  calm  in  ye  morning  small  gale  at  W.S.W. 
very  thick  weather  the  latter  part.  Fresh  gale  at 
W.  b  S.  cloudy  weather  concludes  this  day. 
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Tarpolin  Cove 
Jan.  3 

Sabouth  day 
In  ye  afternoon 
lift  our  mainmast 
shorten  it  in  ye 
steep  four  foott. 


Jan.  4 

take  in  six  tuns 
stone  ballast. 


Janyr.  5 

# 

Take  in  one  boat 
of  ballast  at  two 
in  the  afternoon 
two  small  coast¬ 
ing  vessels 
arrived  here  from 
ye  E. 


This  day  we  have  mod.  gale  at  N.W.  &  N.W.  b  N 
feare  cleare  weather  inclined  to  frost  in  the  after¬ 
noon  lift  our  mainmast  shorten  it  in  the  steep  about 
four  foott  the  reason  allowed  by  cause  to  the  mast  was 
sprung  on  both  sides  &  fished  ye  place  being  about 
11  inches  above  ye  Loure  partnells  ye  same  being 
loured  into  the  well  and  well  wedged  in  ye  loure  part¬ 
nells  strengthen  the  said  mast  to  carry  the  proper 
topmast  which  before  we  could  not  without  danger. 
This  night  we  have  small  gale  at  W.N.W.  very  could 
hard  frost  the  latter  part  mod.  gale  at  N.N.E.  feare 
cleare  weather  hard  frost  concludes  this  day. 

This  day  we  have  Mod.  gale  at  N.N.E.  feare  cleare 
weather  in  ye  night  ye  winds  variable  from  ye  N.E. 
to  E.  Sometimes  cloudy  in  ye  morning  take  in  one 
boat  of  stones  ballast  about  six  tuns  mod.  gale  at 
S.S.E.  &  S.E.  b  E.  feare  weather  concludes  this  day 
all  men  imployed  in  wooding  getting  ballast  and  fix¬ 
ing  riging  clearing  cask  and  filling  water. 

This  day  we  have  Mod.  gale  at  S.S.E.  feare  weather 
in  the  afternoon  two  vessels  arrived  heare  from  ye  E. 
one  ship  of  Salem  bound  for  Virginia  ye  other  small 
shallop  of  Marblehead  bound  for  Connecut  and  up  ye 
Sound  at  even  take  in  one  boat  of  stone  about  six 
tuns  ye  which  completed  53  tuns  of  stone  ballast 
taken  in  heare  in  the  foure  hould  smouth  ballast  pre¬ 
pare  for  casks.  In  ye  night  Little  winds  at  S.E.  b  E. 
cloudy  the  latter  part  Modt.  gale  at  E.S.E.  Close 
weather  concludes  this  day. 


Janyr.  6 
at  three  in  ye 
morning  ye  Marble 
heed  vessel  sailed 
to  ye  W. 


This  day  we  have  mod.  gale  at  S.E.  b  E.  feare 
weather  in  the  night  Little  winds  at  E.S.E.  cloudy 
weather  in  the  morning  Small  gale  at  S.E.  close 
weather  sett  up  main  shroud  &  rigg  our  maintopmast. 
Mod.  gale  at  S.S.E.  &  S.E.  b  S.  close  weather  con¬ 
cludes  day. 
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Tarpolin  Cove 
Janyr.  7 


Janyr.  8 

at  eight  in  ye  morn¬ 
ing  ye  ship  bound 
for  Virginia  sailed 
hence  to  ye  W. 


Janyr.  9 

In  ye  afternoon 
bring  two  foresails 
cleare  hause. 


Janyr.  10 


Janyr.  11 


This  day  we  have  mod.  gale  at  S.S.E.  feare  weather 
towards  even  cloudy  small  gale  of  wind  variable  from 
ye  S.  b  E.  to  ye  S.W.  &  W.S.W.  sumtimes  in  ye  night 
fresh  gale  toward  morning  feare  cleare  weather.  Mod. 
gale  at  W.N.W.  &  N.W.  dry  frost  concluded  this 
day  overhauled  rigging  and  reseve  wood. 


This  day  we  have  mod.  gale  at  N.W.  feare  cleare 
weather  towards  even  little  winds  in  ye  night  calmer 
towards  morning  small  gale  at  E.  b  N.  &  E.  ye  latter 
part  Modt.  gale  at  E.  b  E.  cloudy  close  weather 
concludes  this  day  emty  butt  &  wood 


This  day  we  have  mod.  gale  at  E.S.E.  &  S.E.  b  E. 
close  weather  in  the  afternoon  Cleane  ship  bring 
two  foresails  and  cleare  hause.  This  night  coming 
on  we  have  fresh  gale  at  S.E.  thick  weather  con- 
tinueth  towards  the  latter  part  hard  gale  at  S.S.W. 
&  S.  b  N.  close  thick  weather  inclined  to  rain  con¬ 
cludes  this  day. 


This  day  we  have  fresh  gale  at  S.S.W.  close  weather 
small  rain  towards  even  we  have  ye  winds  at  W.S.W. 
hard  rains  as  night  comes  on  we  have  Mod.  gale  at 
W.S.W.  feare  weather  continueth  all  night  as  the  day 
comes  on.  The  latter  part  we  have  Mod  gale  at 
N.N.W.  &  moon  feare  weather. 


This  day  we  have  Modt.  gale  at  N.W.  &  N.W.  b  N. 
feare  weather  toward  even  calme  in  ye  night  small 
gales  at  N.  &  W.  contin.  towards  the  latter  part  in 
which  we  have  mod.  gale  at  N.W.  feare  cleare  weather 
inclined  to  frost  concludeth  this  day. 
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Tarpolin  Cove 
Janyr.  12 


Janyr.  13 

at  one  in  ye  after¬ 
noon  a  ship  arrived 
here  from  Boston 
at  twelve  at  night 
sailed  hence 


Janyr.  14 


Janyr.  15 
at  seven  at  night 
arrived  here  a 
small  sloop  of 
new  London  from 
rode  Island. 


Janyr.  16 


This  day  we  have  mod.  gale  at  N.W.  feare  cleare 
weather  towards  even  very  Little  winds  in  ye  night 
small  gales  variable  from  ye  N.N.W.  &  ye  S.  b  E. 
sumtimes  about  ye  middle  of  ye  night  Calme  in  ye 
morning  small  gale  at  S.  the  latter  part  Modt.  gales 
at  S.W.  &  W.S.W.  feare  cleare  weather  concludeth 
this  day. 


This  day  we  have  Modt.  gale  at  S.W.  b  S.  feare 
weather.  At  one  in  the  afternoon  arrived  here  a  large 
ship  from  Boston  bound  for  rode  island  in  ye  after¬ 
noon  take  in  water  &  emty  butt  from  ye  shore  at 
one  in  ye  morning  wind  at  S.W.  b  W.  the  said  ship 
sailed  to  ye  westward  as  the  day  come  on  we  have 
fresh  gale  at  S.S.W.  &  S.  b  W.  close  thick  weather  hard 
gales  at  S.  b  W.  with  hard  showers  of  rain  concluded 
this  day. 

This  day  we  have  fresh  gales  at  S.W.  thick  weather 
hard  rains  continueth  toward  night  Modt  gale.  Cloudy 
weather  continueth  most  part  of  ye  night  towards 
morning  we  had  small  gale  as  the  day  come  on  fresh 
gale  at  N.W.  &  some  Mod.  gale  at  N.N.W.  feare 
weather  inclined  to  frost  concludes  day. 


This  day  we  have  Mod.  gale  at  N.N.W.  close  could 
weather  hard  frost  towards  even  and  in  ye  night 
small  gale  at  N.  &  N.  b  N.  thick  weather  towards 
morning  Mode,  gale  at  N.  &  N.E.  thick  snow  sumtime 
fresh  gale  in  flurry  very  thick  snow  hard  frost  could 
weather  concluded  this  day. 


This  day  we  have  Mod.  gale  at  N.N.E.  thick  weather 
inclined  to  snow  towards  even  small  gale  at  N.  cleare 
weather  very  could  sharp  air  &  hard  frost  continu¬ 
eth  the  latter  part  Mod.  gale  at  N.  b  E.  &  N.  could 
frost  concludeth  this  day. 
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Tarpolin  Cove 
Janyr.  17 
at  four  in  ye  after¬ 
noon  three  small 
ketches  of  Salem 
arrived  here  from 
Salem. 

Janyr.  18 


Janyr.  19 


Janyr.  20 
at  eight  in  ye  N.W. 
ship  bound  for 
boston  sailed  hence 
to  ye  E. 


Janyr.  21 

in  the  afternoon 
take  on  board  all 
our  Casks  from  the 
shore. 


This  day  we  have  Modt.  gale  at  N.E.  b  N.  feare 
weather  at  four  in  ye  afternoon  arrived  here  three 
small  ketches  belonging  to  Salem  cleared  from  Salem 
bound  to  ye  W.  in  the  night  Little  winds  at  E.S.E.  & 
E.N.E.  variable  in  the  morning  ye  ketches  sailed  to 
ye  W.  as  this  day  come  on  we  have  Modt.  gales  at  S.E. 
close  weather  concludes  this  day. 

This  day  we  have  Modt.  gale  at  S.S.E.  cloudy 
weather  could  frost  continueth  in  the  night  small 
gale  at  E.S.E.  and  E.N.E.  variable  thick  weather 
inclined  to  snow  as  the  day  come  on.  Modt.  gale  at 
East  &  E.N.E.  thick  snow  hard  frost  very  could 
weather  with  hard  snow  concluded  this  day. 

This  day  we  have  a  Moder.  gale  at  E.N.E.  thick 
weather  Inclined  to  snow  toward  even  and  in  the 
night  fresh  gales  Easterly  very  thick  hazy  weather 
continueth  all  night  in  the  morning  we  have  fresh 
gales  at  N.E.  &  N.N.E.  thick  hazy  weather  much 
snow  and  rains  concluded  this  day. 

This  day  we  have  Mod.  gale  at  N.N.E.  &  N.  b  E. 
close  thick  weather  inclined  to  snow  very  could  hard 
frost  toward  even  very  thick  fogg  in  ye  night  small 
gale  at  N.  close  thick  weather  as  the  day  come  on 
very  little  wind  &  sumtime  calme  the  latter  part  we 
have  small  gale  variable  from  ye  W.N.W.  to  ye  S.W. 
Mod.  gale  at  W.S.W.  cloudy  weather  concludes  this 
day  at  eight  in  ye  morning  sailed  hence  a  small  ship 
for  Boston. 

This  24  hours  we  have  a  Mod.  gale  at  W.S.W.  & 
S.W.  close  weather  in  the  afternoon  take  in  all  our 
water  &  casks  and  wood  from  ye  shore  hoist  our  yards 
and  cleane  the  ship  in  redynis  to  saile  toward  even 
we  have  thick  weather  small  rain  about  ten  at  night 
ye  wind  come  at  N.W.  fresh  gale  very  thick  weather 


Model  of  H.M.S.  “Falkland,”  First  “Ship  of  the  Line”  Built  in  America 
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inclined  to  snow  continueth  toward  morning  fresh 
gale  thick  snow  very  could  frost  have  gale  at  N.W. 
b  N.  very  much  snow  and  hard  frost  concludeth  this 
day. 

Tarpolin  Cove 
Janyr.  22 

This  day  we  have  fresh  gale  at  N.W.  b  N.  &  N.W. 
Cloudy  very  could  and  extreme  hard  frost  could  and 
toward  even  little  wind  continueth  Most  part  of  ye 
night  but  very  hard  frost  and  much  ice  insomuch  we 
were  obliged  to  hoist  up  our  boats  for  fear  of  sinking 
with  ice.  Mod.  gale  at  N.W.  b  N.  Very  could  hard 
frost  concludes  this  day. 

Janyr.  23 

This  day  we  have  mod.  gale  at  N.W.  feare  weather 
very  hard  frost  continueth  insomuch  this  place  is 
almost  frozen  over  much  drift  ice.  About  eight  in  ye 
morning  one  man  going  into  ye  maintop  by  order  about 
sum  ocation  was  suddenly  frost  bitten  in  his  hand 
and  disabled  in  other  parts  that  he  was  taken  very 
ill  from  that  time  his  hands  being  all  blistered  over 
very  feare  cleare  weather.  Mod  gale  at  N.N.W.  & 
N.W.  Could  hard  frost  concluded  this  day. 

Janyr.  24 

This  day  we  have  Mod.  gale  at  N.W.  &  N.W.  b  N. 
feare  weather  hard  frost  continueth  in  ye  night  Calme 
till  four  in  ye  morning  when  have  small  gale  at  S.  b 
E.  &  S.  as  the  day  come  on  and  toward  the  latter  part 
Modt.  gale  at  S.S.W.  &  S.W.  thick  weather  very 
could  inclined  to  snow  concluded  this  day. 

Janyr.  25 

This  day  we  have  Modt.  gale  close  could  weather 
with  first  part  toward  even  calme  &  continueth  calme 
till  six  in  ye  morning  at  which  time  we  have  small  gale 
at  N.E.  &  E.  b  E.  as  the  day  comes  on  Mod.  gale 
at  East  close  weather  inclined  to  frost  concludes 
this  day. 
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Tarpolin  Cove 
Janyr.  26 
at  two  in  the 
afternoon  hoisted 
yards 


Janyr.  27 
at  ten  in  ye 
morning  way  ye 
best  boure  Lay 
it  to  ye  S. 


Janyr.  28 
at  11  in  ye  morn¬ 
ing  discov  a  sail 
off  ye  Gay  head  to 
ye  W. 


Janyr.  29 
the  sail  above 
mentioned  being  a 
small  ship  of 
boston  arrived 
from  Barbadus. 
Att  five  in  ye 
morning  unmore. 


This  day  we  have  moderate  gale  at  E.  b  S.  & 
E.S.E.  close  hazey  could  weather  in  ye  afternoon 
hoist  yards  and  topmast  sett  up  shrouds  bring  two 
mainsails  &  reefs  towards  even  &  in  ye  night  we  have 
mod.  gale  at  S.E.  Close  thick  weather  inclined  to 
snow  in  ye  morning.  Calme  butt  thick  fogg  the  lat¬ 
ter  part  small  gale  at  S.  b  W.  very  thick  weather 
concluded  this  day. 


This  day  we  have  Moderate  gale  at  N.  &  N.  b  W. 
feare  weather  but  cloudy  towards  even  and  in  the 
night  very  little  wind  &  in  ye  N.W.  in  the  morning 
small  gale  at  N.  &  N.N.E.  at  nine  in  ye  morning 
unmoure  way  our  best  boure  which  lyes  to  ye  East¬ 
ward  Lay  it  farther  to  ye  S.E.  in  order  to  sail  by  itt 
small  gale  at  N.  b  E.  thick  hazy  weather  concludes 
this  day. 


This  day  we  have  Mod.  gale  at  N.N.E.  close  weather 
in  the  afternoon  sett  up  shrouds  cleare  our  ship  dry 
sails  toward  even  and  in  the  night  very  little  wind 
&  variable  sumtime  calme  toward  morning  small  gale 
at  S.  W.  the  latter  part  variable  Modt.  gale  at  W.N.W. 
&  N.W.  &  N.  feare  cleare  weather  concluded  this  day 
the  latter  part  discover  a  sail  to  ye  W.  sent  our  boat 
on  bord. 


This  day  we  have  Modt.  gale  at  N.N.E.  feare  cleare 
weather  towards  even  very  little  wind  at  N.N.W.  & 
N.W.  in  ye  night  calme  &  towards  morning  we  have 
small  gale  at  N.E.  at  five  in  the  morning  unmour  & 
heave  short  as  the  day  come  on :  Calme  the  latter  part 
small  gale  at  S.W.  b  N.  feare  weather  concludes  this 
day  the  vessell  formerly  mentioned  is  a  small  ship 
of  Boston  arrived  from  Barbadus  having  been  six 
weeks  on  her  passage  hither. 
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Tarpolin  Cove 
Janyr.  30 
at  eight  in  ye 
morning  way  & 
came  under  saile. 
remained  in  this 
part  from  ye  22  of 
Desmbr  to  ye  30th. 
of  Janyr.  being  in 
all  39  days. 

Under  Saile 
Janyr.  31 
in  ye  night  at  half 
past  eight  anchor 
in  16  fedom  water 
Seconnock  point 
N.E.  b  N.  about  5 
miles  att  eight  in 
ye  morning  way 
come  to  sail  for 
rodelslandharbor. 


febr.  1 

Anchor  in  rode 
Island  Hrbor  at 
one  in  ye  afternoon 
anchor  in  ye  har¬ 
bor  mouth  18  fe¬ 
dom  water  between 
six  &  seven  in  the 
morning  way  came 
to  saile  at  night  in 
themorninganchor 
in  rode  Island  har¬ 
bor  More,  ship  9 
fedom  depth  water. 


This  day  we  have  small  gale  at  S.W.  feare  weather 
towards  even  cloudy  Little  wind  W.  &  W.S.W.  in  ye 
night  calme  in  the  morning  Little  winds  westerly  as 
the  day  come  on  calme  heave  short  at  eight  in  the 
morning  we  have  small  gale  at  N.  b  E.  way  and  come 
by  saile  Little  winds  at  N.N.E.  feare  weather  con¬ 
cludes  this  day. 


This  day  we  have  little  wind  at  E.  b  S.  &  E.S.E. 
feare  weather  make  saile  being  bound  for  rode  Island 
harbor,  in  the  afternoon  very  Little  winde  Sometime 
calme  toward  even  we  have  fresh  breeze  at  E.S.E. 
Direct  our  course  W.  &  W.N.W.  for  rode  Island 
night  coming  on  we  have  very  Little  winde  &  Darke 
at  eight  at  night  anchor  in  16  fedom  of  water  about 
four  miles  off  shore  Seconock  point  N.E.  b  N.  5  miles. 
At  seven  in  the  morning  way  came  to  saile  wind  being 
at  E.  &  E.  b  S.  small  gale  make  saile  for  ye  harbor 
as  the  day  come  on  ye  winds  come  at  N.E.  &  N.E.  b  N. 
Mod.  gale  stand  toward  the  harbor  Mod.  gale  at  N.E. 
feare  weather  concludes  this  day. 

This  day  we  have  small  gale  of  wind  at  E.S.E.  feare 
weather  being  at  this  time  tide  of  Ebb  and  ye  winds 
lasting  out  of  the  harbor  we  were  oblidged  to  Anchor 
in  the  harbor  mouth  neare  the  shore  18  fedom  water 
cleare  ground  remain  all  night  having  small  gale  of 
winds  from  ye  E.S.E.  by  ye  S.  Sumtime  cloudy  and 
very  dark  at  seven  in  the  morning  small  gale  at  S.E. 
b  E.  &  S.E.  way  &  came  to  saile  at  nine  in  the  morning 
anchor  before  the  town  in  rode  Island  called  newport 
the  harbor  being  very  large  Containing  severall  Is¬ 
lands  we  anchor  in  nine  fedom  water  between  two 
Island  ye  S.  called  goat  Island  ye  N.  rose  Island 
more  ship  N.  b  N.  &  S.  b  E.  the  town  of  Newport  bear¬ 
ing  E.  b  S.  about  one  mile  in  this  harbor  we  have  ac- 
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In  this  port  itt  counts  of  very  good  cleare  ground  the  tide  following 
floweth  E.S.E.  att  E.  b  S.  &  W.  b  N.  full  &  change,  the  place  is  full  of 
full  and  change.  Islands  an  harbor  able  to  containe  multitude  of  ships 

of  any  rates. 

There  is  a  record  of  the  Faulkland ,  34  culverines,  10  salers, 
lost  on  the  coast  of  Ireland  May,  1699.  If  it  is  the  same  vessel  she 
had  been  much  reduced  in  numbers  of  men  and  guns  during  her 
four  year  career. 

Captain  Kidd 

No  name  is  more  closely  connected  with  hidden  treasure  and 
piracy  than  that  of  Captain  Kidd.  A  halo  of  romance  has  gathered 
about  his  career  until  he  seems  almost  a  mythical  character.  There 
are  several  full  and  complete  accounts  of  Kidd’s  life.  This  sketch 
of  his  last  voyage  is  given  here  only  because  in  the  correspondence 
of  Wait  Winthrop  and  his  brother  Fitz-John  it  is  possible  to  trace 
the  events  of  his  capture  as  noted  at  the  time  by  the  brothers,  both 
of  whom  evidently  knew  him.  His  last  port  of  call  before  coming 
in  to  Boston  was  Tarpaulin  Cove.  While  there  he  may  possibly 
have  met  and  had  dealings  with  Caleb  Ray,  whom  later  he  was  to 
know  as  his  gaoler  in  Boston. 

Kidd’s  last  voyage  started  as  a  privateering  enterprise  and, 
as  will  be  seen,  the  list  of  shareholders  reads  like  a  page  from 
“Burke’s  Peerage.”  It  includes  Richard  Cootes,  Earl  Bellomont, 
who  was  responsible  for  the  final  capture  and  sentence  of  Kidd 
as  a  pirate. 

William  Kidd,  the  most  famous  pirate  in  American  history, 
was  a  Scot,  born  in  Dundee  in  1654.  In  1689-1690,  in  command  of 
a  captured  ship,  he  took  a  creditable  part  in  the  attacks  on  Marie- 
galante  and  St.  Martin’s  by  Captain  Hewetson,  who  at  Kidd’s 
trial  testified  to  his  bravery;  but  a  few  weeks  later  his  men,  ex¬ 
pirates  apparently,  ran  away  with  his  ship.  In  1689  he  settled  in 
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New  York,  where  he  seems  to  have  been  well  regarded;  in  the 
record  of  his  marriage  license,  May  16,  1691,  he  is  styled,  “Wil¬ 
liam  Kidd,  Gentleman,”  and  two  days  earlier  the  New  York 
assembly  voted  him  a  gratuity  of  £150  for  services  in  connection 
with  the  arrival  of  Governor  Sloughter.  In  1695,  Kidd  then  being 
in  England,  Robert  Livingstone  of  New  York  arranged  in  Lon¬ 
don  with  Lord  Bellomont,  who  had  been  designated  but  not  yet 
commissioned  as  a  governor  in  America,  and  with  others,  for  a 
privateering  voyage  under  Kidd’s  command.  Other  sharetakers 
were  Sir  Edward  Russell,  first  lord  of  the  admiralty,  Sir  John 
Somers,  lord  keeper  of  the  great  seal,  the  Duke  of  Shrewsbury, 
secretary  of  state,  and  the  Earl  of  Romney,  master  general  of  the 
ordinance  ;  and  the  king  himself  was  to  receive  one-tenth  of  the 
profits  of  the  cruise.  Kidd  sailed  from  England  in  April,  1696, 
in  the  Adventure  Galley ,  287  tons,  34  guns,  70  men.  At  New 
York  he  increased  his  crew  to  155  men,  and  sailed  thence  in  Sep¬ 
tember  for  Madagascar  and  the  East  Indies.  Whether  it  was  by 
his  fault  that  the  Adventure  Galley  slipped  from  privateering  into 
acts  of  piracy,  or  whether,  as  Kidd  alleged,  his  men  forced  his 
hand,  has  been  doubted,  but  it  is  probable  that  he  shared  the  guilt. 
In  the  summer  of  1698  complaints  began  to  come  in  from  India 
and  from  the  East  India  Company,  and  in  November,  1698, 
orders  were  sent  to  the  governors  of  colonies  in  America  to  appre¬ 
hend  Kidd  as  a  pirate  whenever  he  should  appear.  The  ensuing 
papers,  especially  his  own  narrative  and  Bellomont’s  letters,  tell 
the  story  of  his  arrival  and  arrest.  As  under  Massachusetts  law 
he  could  not  be  condemned  to  death  for  piracy,  he  was,  probably 
illegally,  carried  to  England  in  the  spring  of  1700,  and  there  tried 
at  the  Old  Bailey  for  the  murder  of  one  of  his  men  and  for  piracy. 
After  an  unfair  trial  and  on  insufficient  evidence,  he  was  con¬ 
demned,  and  was  hanged  at  Execution  Dock  May  23,  1701. 

Kidd’s  name  appears  in  Winthrop’s  letter  to  his  brother  writ¬ 
ten  in  1696.  This  was  evidently  at  the  time  that  Kidd  was  pre- 
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paring  for  his  privateering  voyage  —  the  voyage  which  was  to 
prove  so  disastrous  to  him  at  its  close,  three  years  later. 


Wait  Winthrop  to  Fitz-John  Winthrop 
To  Fitz-John  Winthrop  Boston,  Febr^  24th.  1696 

.  .  .  About  halfe  an  hour  since  Mr  Addington  called  to  me 
as  I  passed  by  his  office  (the  Lief1  Govr  being  with  him)  and 
shewed  me  a  letter  from  my  Lord  Bellamont,  directed  to  myselfe, 
Mr  Addington,  F oster,  and  Belcher,  which  had  bin  in  their  hands 
som  considerable  time,  but  I  never  heard  of  it  before.  They  haue 
made  som  answare  to  it  by  an  other  opertunity.  It  concerned  Cap¬ 
tain  Kidd  (who  put  into  New  York  with  a  French  prise),  with 
whom  his  lordship,  with  severall  other  lords  is  concerned.  I  am 
sorry  I  had  not  the  knowledge  of  it  when  I  was  at  the  W estward, 
where  I  could  haue  easily  stept  to  New  York,  and  bin  able  to  giue 
his  lordship  a  better  account  of  that  matter.  The  post  goes  usually 
every  week  from  Boston,  where  I  was,  and  so  to  N.  York,  and  they 
might  easily  haue  giuen  me  an  account  of  his  lordships  commands ; 
but,  as  I  said,  I  was  wholly  ignorant  of  it  till  now  I  was  called  to 
set  my  hand  to  another  answare  which  was  ready  drawn.  This 
opertunity  is  too  sudden  for  me  to  write  to  his  lordship,  but  hope 
you  will  suitably  reccommend  my  servis  to  him,  with  assurances 
that  I  shall  not  fade  to  do  all  I  am  capable  of  for  their  lordships 
interest  in  that  matter  reccomended  by  his  lordship.  Not  els  but 
that  I  am. 

Your  affectionate  brother 

Wait  Winthrop 


The  sequence  of  events  leading  to  Kidd’s  arrest  may  be  traced 
in  the  following  letters. 
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1699 

Wait  Winthrop  to  Fitz-John  Winthrop 

Boston,  June  25th.  1699 

Dear  Brother,  —  I  could  not  get  your  letter  till  this  morning, 
and  can  not  speake  with  the  owners  before  this  post  goes  to  be  at 
any  certainty,  but  must  leaue  yl  till  the  next  post.  Here  came  a 
ship  from  Bristol  last  weeke  about  six  weekes  passage.  Brings 
no  news  but  all  peace.  Capt.  Kidd  is  on  the  coast  and  coming  in 
hither  as  is  said.  That  act  of  Assembly,  I  belieue,  will  not  effect 
our  land  but  might  be  the  occation  of  a  present  demur.  Pray  send 
word  what  I  shall  do  with  the  side  saddles.  Thay  will  be  spoiled 
with  lying  here.  The  best  of  them  would  suit  Cousin  Mary  well. 
If  you  should  haue  them  sent  up.  I  haue  sent  by  Mr  Harris  a  set 
of  rudder  irons;  1300  deck  nails  and  200  bigger  which  I  had  by 
me  makes  1500,  and  500  large  bord  nayles;  about  7  pounds  of 
speekes  which  lay  by  me  also ;  an  excellent  ads  of  W allis  structure, 
which  I  shall  send  the  price  of  by  next.  Would  it  not  be  best  to 
write  a  complement  to  [  ]  by  the  next?  I  am,  with  sutable 

salutations  to  all, 

Yours, 

W.  Winthrop 

Duncan  Campbell  to  Fitz-John  Winthrop 

Last  Monday  Captain  Kidd  came  into  Rhode  Island  harbor 
and  went  out  again  the  next  day.  I  may  inform  more  by  next  post. 

Duncan  Campbell 
to  Fitz  J.  W. 

Wait  Winthrop  to  Fitz-John  Winthrop 

Boston,  July  3,  1699 

Captain  Kidd  is  come  in  here  with  a  sloop  by  permission,  and 
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will  give  account  of  his  voyage,  being,  as  he  says,  forced  by  his 
men,  who  have  deserted  him,  to  do  some  acts  of  piracy,  but  will 
give  a  good  account  to  the  King  and  his  owners.  .  .  . 

Yours  W.  Winthrop 

Wait  Winthrop  to  Fitz-John  Winthrop  in  New  London 

Boston  July  12,  1699 

.  .  .  Capt.  Kidd  and  his  crew  are  kidnapt  here.  He  left  40 
or  50  pounds  wait  of  sol  [gold]  with  Mr  Gardiner,  and  several 
bales  of  silks  and  muslins,  with  other  things.  I  wish  he  does  not 
come  in  for  a  snack  of  his  Island. 

They  left  some  small  matter  at  Tarpolin  with  the  man  there 
also.  Mr  Williams  cals. 

I  am 

Yours 

W.  Winthrop 

Kidd  with  his  wife  and  her  maid,  on  arriving  in  Boston,  left 
his  sloop  the  Antonia  at  the  wharf,  and  took  their  lodgings  at  the 
house  of  his  fellow  countryman,  Duncan  Campbell.  This  Duncan 
Campbell  must  have  kept  the  best  house  of  entertainment  in  Bos¬ 
ton,  for  it  was  here  that  Lord  Bellomont  himself  had  been  re¬ 
ceived  only  a  few  weeks  before.  The  Scotchman  is  described  as 
“a  bookseller  who  dresses  a  la  mode ;  who  is  a  very  virtuous  person, 
extremely  charming ;  whose  company  is  coveted  by  the  best  gentle¬ 
men  in  Boston,  nor  is  he  less  accessible  to  the  fair  sex.” 

Bellomont  to  the  Board  of  Trade 

Boston,  8th.  July  1699 

My  Lords, 

I  have  the  misfortune  to  be  ill  of  the  gout  at  a  time  when  I 
have  a  great  deal  of  business  to  exercise  both  my  head  and  my  hand. 
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It  will  not  be  un Wellcome  News  to  your  Lordships  to  tell  you 
that  I  secured  Captain  Kidd  last  Thursday  in  the  Gaol  of  this 
town  with  five  or  six  of  his  men.  He  had  been  hovering  on  the 
Coast  towards  New  York  for  more  than  a  fortnight,  and  sent  to 
one  Mr  Emot  to  come  from  New  York  to  him  at  a  place  called 
Oyster-Bay  on  Nassau  Island,  not  far  from  New-York. 

He  brought  Emot  from  thence  to  Rhoad  Island  and  there 
landed  him,  sending  him  hither  to  me  with  an  Offer  of  his  come- 
ing  into  this  port  provided  I  would  pardon  him.  .  .  . 

Emot  also  told  me  that  Kid  was  very  innocent  and  would 
make  it  appear  that  his  men  forced  him,  locking  him  up  in  the 
Cabin  of  the  Adventure  Galley,  while  they  robbed  two  or  three 
Ships,  and  he  could  prove  this  by  many  witnesses.  I  answered 
Emot  that  if  Kid  could  make  that  appear  he  might  safely  come 
into  this  Port  and  I  would  undertake  to  get  him  the  King’s  Par¬ 
don.  I  writ  a  Letter  to  Captain  Kid  inviteing  him  to  come  in,  and 
that  I  would  procure  a  pardon  for  him,  provided  he  were  as  in¬ 
nocent  as  Mr  Emot  said  he  was.  I  sent  my  letter  to  him  by  one 
Mr  Campbell  of  the  Town,  and  a  Scotch,  as  well  as  Kid,  and  his 
Acquaintance;  within  three  or  four  days  Campbell  returned  to 
me  with  a  Letter  from  Kid,  full  of  protestations  of  his  Innocence, 
and  informing  me  of  his  Design  of  coming  with  his  Sloop  into 
this  Port. 


Lord  Bellomont  to  the  Board  of  Trade 

Boston,  26th  July,  1699 

My  Lords, 

...  I  gave  your  Lordships  a  short  Account  of  my  taking 
Capt.  Kid  in  my  letter  of  the  8th.  inst. 

I  shall  in  this  letter  confine  myself  wholly  to  an  account  of  my 
Proceeding  with  him. 

.  .  .  Your  Lordships  may  observe  that  the  promise  I  made 
Captain  Kidd,  in  my  said  Letter,  of  a  kind  reception,  and  promis- 


238 


Eakly  Histoey  of  Naushon  Island 


in g  the  Kings  pardon  for  him,  is  conditionall :  that  is  provided  he 
were  as  innocent  as  he  pretended  to  be. 

But  I  quickly  found  sufficient  cause  to  suspect  him  very  guilty, 
by  the  many  lyes  and  Contradictions  he  told  me. 

I  was  so  much  upon  my  guard  with  Kidd  that,  he  arriving 
here  on  Saturday  the  (first)  of  this  month,  I  could  not  see  him 
but  before  witnesses  nor  have  I  ever  seen  him  since,  but  in  Counsel 
twice  or  thrice  that  we  examined  him;  and  the  day  he  was  taken 
up  by  the  Constable,  it  happened  to  be  by  the  door  of  my  Lodging, 
and  he  rushed  in  and  came  running  to  me,  the  Constable  after  him. 
I  had  him  not  seized  until  Thursday  the  6th.  inst.  for  I  had  a 
mind  to  discover  where  he  had  left  the  great  Ship.  [The  Quidah 
Merchant,  which  Kidd  said  he  had  left  in  a  creek  on  the  coast  of 
Hispaniola  with  goods  to  the  amount  of  30,000  pounds.] 

Another  reason  why  I  took  him  not  up  sooner  was  that  he  had 
brought  his  wife  and  children  hither  in  the  Sloop  with  him,  who 
I  believe  he  would  not  easily  forsake. 


We  are  not  able  to  set  an  exact  value  on  the  goods  and  Treasure 
that  we  have  got,  because  we  have  not  opened  the  bales  we  took 
on  board  the  Sloop:  But  we  hope  when  the  six  bales  are  sent  in 
by  Gardiner,  what  will  be  there  in  the  hands  of  the  Gentlemen 
appointed  to  that  Trust,  will  amount  to  about  14,000  pounds. 

I  have  sent  strict  orders  to  my  Lieutenant  Governor  at  New 
York  to  make  diligent  Search  for  the  Goods  and  Treasure  sent  by 
Kidd  to  New  York  in  the  3  Sloops  mentioned  in  Gardiners  affi¬ 
davit,  which  I  sent  with  the  affidavits  and  Information  to  your 
Lordships;  and  I  believe  I  have  directed  him  where  to  find  a 
Purchase  in  a  house  at  New  York,  which  by  a  hint  I  have  had  I 
am  apt  to  believe  will  be  found  out  in  that  house.  I  have  sent  to 
search  elsewhere  a  certain  place,  strongly  suspected  to  have  re¬ 
ceived  another  deposition  of  Gold  from  Kidd.  .  .  . 
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Narrative  of  John  Gardiner  of  Gardiner’s  Island 

The  within  named  Narrater  [John  Gardiner]  further  saith 
That  whilst  Captain  Kidd  lay  with  his  sloop  at  Gardners  Island, 
there  was  a  New  Yorke  Sloop,  whereof  one  Coster  is  Master,  and 
his  Mate  was  a  little  black  man,  unknown  to  the  Narrater  by 
name,  who,  as  it  was  said,  had  been  formerly  Captain  Kidds 
Quarter  Master,  and  another  Sloop  belonging  to  New- Yorke 
Jacob  Fenick,  Master,  both  which  lay  near  to  Kidds  Sloop  three 
days  together,  and  whilst  the  Narrator  was  on  board  with  Captain 
Kidd,  there  was  several  Bayles  of  Goods  and  other  things  put 
out  of  the  said  Kidds  Sloop  and  put  on  board  the  other  two  Sloops 
aforesaid,  and  the  said  two  Sloops  sayled  up  the  Sound.  After 
which  Kidd  sayled  with  his  Sloop  for  Block  Island,  and  being 
absent  by  the  Space  of  three  dayes  returned  to  Gardiners-Island 
again  in  company  of  another  Sloop  belonging  to  New- Yorke, 
Cornelius  Quick*  Master,  on  board  of  which  was  one  Thomas 
Clarke  of  Setauket  commonly  called  Whisking  Clark  and  one 
Harrison  of  Jamaica,  Father  to  a  boy  that  was  with  Captain  Kidd, 
and  Captain  Kidds  wife  was  then  on  board  his  own  Sloop. 

And  Quick  remained  with  his  Sloop  there  from  noon  to  the 
evening  of  the  same  day,  and  tooke  on  board  two  Chests  that 
came  out  of  the  said  Kidd’s  Sloop,  under  the  observance  of  this 
Narrator,  and  he  believes  several  Goods  more,  and  then  sailed  up 
the  Sound. 

Kidd  remained  there  with  his  sloop  until  next  morning,  and 
then  set  saile  intending,  as  he  said,  for  Boston.  .  .  . 

Further  the  Narrator  saith  That  the  next  day  after  Quick 
sayled  with  his  Sloop  from  Gardiner’s  Island,  he  saw  him  turn 
out  of  a  Bay  called  Oyster-pan  f  Bay,  although  the  wind  was  all 


*  Perhaps  Quick’s  Hole  was  named  after  one  of  this  family. 
fNot  Oyster  Bay,  but  Oyster-pond  Bay,  near  Orient. 
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the  time  fair  to  carry  him  up  the  Sound;  the  Narrator  supposes  he 
went  in  thither  to  land  some  Goods. 


Boston,  July  1699 


John  Gardiner 


To  His  Excellency  the  Earle  of  Bellomont 

Capt.  Gen11  &  Governor  of  his  Maj^8  Collonies  of  ye  Massa¬ 
chusetts  Bay  in  New  England  and  to  the  honorable  the  Councill. 

The  peticion  of  Sarah  Kidd  humbly  sheweth  That  yr  pe¬ 
titioners  husband  Capt.  Wm.  Kidd  being  committed  unto  the 
comon  Goale  in  Boston  for  pyracie  and  under  streight  durance, 
as  also  in  want  of  necessary  assistance,  as  well  as  your  Petitioners 
Affection  for  her  husband  humbly  prays  that  your  Excellency  & 
Councill  will  be  pleased  to  permitt  the  sd  Sarah  Kidd  to  have 
communication  with  her  husband,  for  his  relief  in  such  due  season 
and  maner  as  by  Yr.  Excellency  &  Councill  may  be  thot  fitt,  &  pre¬ 
scribed,  to  which  yor  Petitioner  shall  thankfully  conforme  herselfe 
&  ever  pray,  etc. 

Sarah  SK  Kidd 

Boston  25  July  1699 

The  examination  of  Gabriel  Loffe,  of  Long  Island,  N.  Y., 
July  10,  1699,  before  Justices  Elisha  Cook  and  Isaac  Davenport 
of  Boston.  He  entered  as  a  seaman  on  board  the  Adventure  Gal¬ 
ley,  Capt.  Wm.  Kidd  at  N.  Y.  Sept.  1696 ;  thence  went  to  Madeira, 
to  Bonavista,  St.  Jago,  Madagascar,  Joanna  and  Mahilla  and  to 
the  Red  Sea  to  cruise  for  pirates.  Went  to  India  and  there  took  a 
ship  of  150  tons  commanded  by  a  Dutchman  with  cotton  wool, 
beeswax,  tobacco  and  two  horses ;  the  crew  was  chiefly  Moors  and 
3  Christians  or  Dutchmen;  carried  her  to  Madagascar  and  there 
burned  her. 

Some  weeks  after,  we  took  in  the  India  sea  a  ship  of  450  tons, 


Pasture  Between  Cove  and  French  Watering  Place 


Cedar  Swamp 
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Capt.  Wright  an  Englishman  from  Bengal ;  her  crew  were  Moors, 
Armenians  and  3  Christians,  laden  with  silks  and  other  dry  goods ; 
carried  her  to  Madagascar.  Her  goods  were  divided  among  Kidd’s 
crew.  Kidd  had  40  odd  shares.  Part  of  his  men  deserted  at  St. 
Mary’s.  Kidd  proposed  to  his  men  to  capture  a  Mocha  frigate 
there,  which  they  did.  Her  name  was  the  Quidah  Merchant.  Then 
he  ran  his  Galley  on  Shore  being  leaky,  stript  and  burned  her  at 
St.  Mary’s.  They  came  to  the  Island  of  Anguilla,  W.  I.,  where 
they  were  proclaimed  pirates,  then  to  St.  Thomas,  but  the  Gov¬ 
ernor  would  not  let  them  enter  the  port,  then  to  Mona,  where  they 
bought  a  sloop. 

Kidd  loaded  the  sloop,  and  sailed  in  her  with  17  or  18  of  his 
men.  They  sailed  first  to  Delaware  Bay  where  they  landed  a 
chest  belonging  to  one  James  Gillam,  a  Passenger  from  Mada¬ 
gascar. 

Then  they  sailed  to  the  Sound,  L.  I.,  and  put  some  goods  on 
Gardiners  Island,  and  some  on  board  a  N.  Y.  sloop,  Coster,  master, 
and  a  pack  of  goods  on  shore  at  Tarpaulin  Cove.  While  they  lay 
off  R.  I.,  James  Gillam  went  ashore  in  a  boat,  which  came  on  board. 


It  will  be  remembered  that  in  March,  Caleb  Ray,  housewright, 
had  become  owner  with  one  Joseph  Fuller,  shipwright,  of  a  tract 
of  land  on  Naushon,  just  to  the  west  of  Tarpaulin  Cove. 


Boston  in  New  England  1699 


The  County  to  Caleb  Ray  Keeper  of  his  Maj.  goal  for 
keeping  ye  Prisoners  following  ie-Dr- 

To  Keeping  of  Capt.  William  Kidd  from  ye  18th.  of  (?) 

July  he  was  committed  to  ye  24th.  ie  one  week  0.  14.00 


To  ditto  of  &  of  said  Capt.  Kidd  his  men  named  Davis, 
Luff,  Ercs  [?]  Parrott,  Sam  Leigh,  Jenkins 
Barleycorn,  &  negro  Dick  one  week 


3.  9. 


6. 
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1.  18.  0. 

2.  2.  6. 


Each  at  3/6  a  week 
To  turning  ye  key  on  my  §  past 
The  above  not  allowed. 

Caleb  Ray 

July  11  1700 

In  the  House  of  Rep. 

Voted  to  be  referred  to  next  Session  of  Court  for  further  con¬ 
sideration. 

Dr  39:  13:  11 

Pd  in  cash  8:  5:  0 


31:  8:  11 

6:  9:  0 


Rest  due 


£  24:  19:  11 


2 


3 


4 


Boston  in  New  England  1699 
The  County  to  Caleb  Ray  Keeper  of  his  Maj.  Gaol 
in  Boston  for  keeping  of  11  Piratts  which  practically 
Ran  away  with  the  Ship  Adventure  of  London,  Thomas 
Gullish  Commander;  who  were  committed  as  followeth  viz. 

£  s.  d. 


To  keeping  of  John  Westbye  Chyrurgion  &  Robert 
Amsden  who  were  committed  ye  31  of  March  and 
held  by  order  of  Elisha  Cook  esq.  ye  Libertye  of  • 
House  and  Yard  to  ye  24th.  of  July  ie  16  weeks  3 
days  for  Dyett  and  Lodging  at  6  p  a  week  each. 


9/16/- 


To  ditto  of  Tee  Wetherell  who  was  committed  ye] 

31  March  In  prison  to  ye  24  June  he  made  his  escape  [  2/3/5 

Ie.  12  weeks  2  days  at  3/6  a  week 

To  ditto  of  John  Loyd  who  was  committed  ye  first  of 
April  to  ye  24  July  Ie:  16  weeks  3  days  at  3/6  per 
week 


2/17/6 
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To  ditto  of  Francis  Read  and  Aylmer  Clark  who 

6  wrere  committed  the  5th.  of  April  in  prison  to  ye  24th  • 
of  July  Ie  15  weeks  4  days  at  3/6  week  each 

To  ditto  of  Thomas  Davis  who  was  committed  ye 

7  9th.  of  April  In  prison  to  ye  24  July  14  weeks  6  d.  • 
at  3/6  a  week. 

To  ditto  of  Joseph  Bradish  from  ye  20th,  April 
he  was  committed  to  ye  24th.  June  he  made  his 
escape.  Ie  10  weeks  4  days  @  5/6  a  week 

To  ditto  of  Robert  Knox  &  Thomas  Dean  who  were 
committed  the  12th.  of  April  to  ye  24th.  July 
14  weeks  13  d  ea.  at  3/6  per  week  J 

To  two  men  paid  by  order  of  Elisha  Cook  and 
Isaac  Addington  esq.  to  watch  ye  prisoner  every 
night  from  ye  24th.  April  untill  ye  prisoner  was  ‘ 
made  safe  and  secure  at  8  d  ye  night  for  each  man 
to  ye  7th.  of  May  Ie  6  weeks  each 

To  employing  ye  necessary  houses  in  ye  Prison  since 
ye  above  said  prisoners  came. 

To  Watchmen  kept  by  order  of  Samuel  Gookin 
Sheriff  from  ye  11  July  to  ye  18th.  day  that  Capt. 
Kidd  was  put  in  goal  paid  7  nights  out  my  own 
Pockett. 


To  turning  ye  key  for  11  men  my  -J 

Caleb  Ray 

Eight  pounds  5  shillings  of  this 
acct.  paid. 


39: 


5/9/0 


2/12/0 


1/17/0 


5/1/0 


6/6/0 


2/0/0 


7/6 


13:  11 
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Resolved  that  the  sum  of  24  lb.  19  sh.  11  p.  be  allowed  and  paid 
out  of  the  publick  treasury  unto  Caleb  Ray  in  full  of  all  his  acct. 
on  the  other  side. 

Sent  up  for  conservence 

Nehemiah  Jewett 

Speaker. 

Having  perused  and  considered  the  within  written  ace1  of 
Caleb  Ray  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  committee  that  the  money  due 
for  ye  keeping  the  [pirates]  therein  mentioned  ought  to  have 
been  paid  out  of  ye  money  secured  with  them,  and  not  to  be  paid 
by  the  province. 

Lord  Bellomont  to  Board  of  Trade 

I  wrot  your  Lordships  word  in  my  last  letter  of  the  8  Instant 
That  Bradish  the  Pyrate  and  one  of  his  Crew  were  escaped  out 
of  the  Goal  of  this  Town.  We  have  since  found  that  the  Goaler* 
was  Bradish’s  kinsman,  and  the  Goaler  confessed  they  went  out 
at  the  prison  door,  and  that  he  found  it  wide  open;  we  had  all 
reason  in  the  world  to  believe  the  Goaler  was  consenting  to  the 
escape;  by  much  ado  I  could  get  the  Counsel  to  resent  the 
Goalers  behavior,  but  by  meer  Importunity  I  had  the  fellow 
before  us;  we  examined  him,  and  by  his  own  Story  and  accounts 
given  us  of  his  suffering  other  prisoners  formerly  to  escape,  I 
prevailed  to  have  him  turned  out,  and  a  prosecution  ordered 
against  him  to  the  Attorney  General. 

When  “by  much  ado”  Lord  Bellomont  had  induced  the  coun¬ 
cil  to  “resent  the  goalers  behavior”  and  “prevailed  to  have  him 
turned  out”  Ray  probably  moved  down  to  his  farm  at  Tarpaulin 
Cove.  Here  he  doubtless  kept  in  close  touch  with  his  many  sea¬ 
faring  friends. 

*The  Keeper  of  his  Majesty’s  Gaol  was  Caleb  Ray. 
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For  the  next  three  or  four  years  he  lived  at  the  Cove  and,  as 
already  told,  he,  Fuller  and  Blaney  were  in  1701  the  storm  center 
in  the  legal  action  of  Oliver  against  Winthrop. 

Boston  New  England  July  25,  1699 

A  true  account  of  all  such  gold,  silver  jewels  and  merchandise 
late  in  the  possession  of  Capt.  William  Kidd,  which  have  been 
seized  and  secured  by  us  underwritten,  pursuant  to  an  order  from 
his  Excellency  Richard,  Earl  of  Bellomont  Captain  General  and 
Governor  in  chief  and  over  his  Majesties  Province  of  the  Mas¬ 
sachusetts  Bay  etc.  bearing  date  July  7,  1699. 

Gold  oz.  Sil.  oz.  Jewels 


In  Capt.  Kids  Box 

One  Bagg  53  silver  bars 


<< 

a 


u 

u 


79 

74 


Bons.  pieces  of  silver 

<<  U  <£  << 


357 

442  1/2 
421 


One  enamel  silver  Rex  quilt  in  which  are 


4  diamonds 
set  in  gold 
cocketts.  One 
diamond  linx  set 
v  in  a  gold  ring. 


Found  in  Mr  Duncan  Campbell’s  house 

No  1  One  box  qt.  gold  58  1/2 


2  One  box  qt. 

94 

3  One  handkerchief  qt. 

50 

4  One  box 

103 

5  One  box  qt. 

38  1/2 

6  One  box  qt. 

19  1/4 

7  One  box  silver 

203 

Also  twenty  dollars  one  hate  and  one  quarter  piece  of  eight. 
Nine  English  Crowns,  one  small  barr  of  silver,  one  small  lump 
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of  silver.  A  small  chain,  a  small  bottle,  a  coral  necklace,  one  piece 
of  white  and  one  piece  of  checkered  silk. 

In  Capt.  Wm.  Kid’s  chest  viz.  2  silver  candlesticks,  one  silver 
porringer  and  some  small  things  of  silver  .  .  .  82  Rubies  small  and 
great,  sixty  seven  green  stones,  2  load  stones  ...  69  Landed 
from  on  board  the  sloop  Antonio,  Capt.  W.  Kid  late  Commander. 

4.  One  bag  3  silver  rings  &  sundry  precious  stones ....  4  7/8  oz. 


One  unpolished  stone  qt.  . 12  1/2  oz. 

One  cristol  and  stones,  2  cornelian  rings 
2  small  agates,  two  amethists,  all  in  ye  same  bag 

5.  Bag  silver  buttons  . 29 

6.  one  bag  broken  silver  173  1/2 

7.  One  bag  gold  barrs  353  1/4 

8.  One  bag  gold  barrs  238  1/2 

9.  One  dust  gold  59  1/2 

10.  One  bag  silver  barrs  212 

11.  One  bag  silver  barrs  309 


A  true  copy  of  the  first  sheet  of  the  accompt  of  the  treasure  goods 
and  merchandise  imported  by  Capt.  Wm.  Kidd  and  his  company 
and  accomplices  Anno  1699.  Seized  by  order  of  the  Earl  of  Bel- 
lomont  which  accompt  was  presented  in  V  sheets  under  the  hand 
of  Samuel  Sewall,  Nathaniel  Byfield  etc.  etc.  Commissioners  ap¬ 
pointed  to  receive  and  secure  the  same  and  upon  their  oaths.  And 
is  lodged  in  the  Secretaries  office  at  Boston. 

Isaac  Addington  Sec. 

There  is  no  inventory  or  further  mention  of  “the  small  pack  of 
goods”  deposited  at  Tarpaulin  Cove. 

Boston,  Dec.  26th.  1699 

Dear  Brother,  —  I  came  home  from  Tarpolin  Coue  on  Satur¬ 
day  night,  just  at  the  end  of  the  moderate  weather,  It  hauing  been 
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very  cold  since,  and  haue  had  your  letter.  ...  I  am  sorry  the 
mill  proves  not  well.  .  .  .  Other  news  here  is  none  that  I  hear  of. 
Here  is  nothing  more  about  the  pirates,  but  we  wait  for  news  from 
England  about  them.  Christmas  mass  makes  no  grate  noyse  at 
present,  som  being  indisposed,  Not  els,  but  that  I  am 

Your  affectionate  brother 
*  W.  Winthrop 

Judging  by  the  great  number  of  vessels  upon  the  coast  and 
general  maritime  activity,  lawful  and  otherwise,  a  diary  written 
at  Tarpaulin  in  the  first  half  of  the  18th  Century  would  be  fairly 
bursting  with  incident. 

No  such  log  exists,  and  these  extracts  from  far-scattered 
sources  give  just  a  smattering  of  a  few  of  those  events  which  were 
doubtless  of  constant  occurrence  in  the  Sound. 

1701 

Diary  of  Sami.  Sewall,  Aug.  19th. 

Sign  an  order  for  Capt.  Crow  to  cruise  to  Tarpolin  Cove  be¬ 
cause  of  some  suspected  vessels  there,  as  Gov.  Cranston  informs. 

1704 

On  April  18,  1704,  a  sloop  from  Virginia  came  into  Newport, 
and  her  captain  reported  to  Governor  Cranston  that  off  Block 
Island  he  had  been  chased  by  a  topsail  shallop,  which  he  thought 
was  a  French  privateer.  He  added  that  there  were  two  vessels  in 
company  with  her,  which  he  judged  to  be  prizes.  Governor 
Cranston  sent  a  drummer  through  the  streets  of  Newport  “beat¬ 
ing  for  volunteers”  for  an  expedition  against  these  suspicious 
vessels.  Three  or  four  hours’  work  made  the  old  privateer  brig¬ 
antine  Greyhound  ready  for  sea,  and  she  sailed  for  Newport  at 
night  on  the  19th,  manned  by  70  young  men,  all  volunteers  and 
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commanded  by  Captain  William  Wanton.  They  coasted  down 
Vineyard  Sound  and  at  Tarpaulin  Cove  overhauled  the  fleet  of 
three  suspicious  vessels,  two  shallops  and  a  ketch.  They  proved 
to  be  fishing  vessels  from  Cape  Ann,  but  the  fact  that  one  of  them 
was  French  built  and  carried  a  topsail  gave  rise  to  the  story  that 
she  was  an  enemy  privateer. 

1707 

This  elusive  French  privateer,  which  had  escaped  Wanton 
and  Ward  in  August,  was  doomed  for  a  speedy  capture.  Gov¬ 
ernor  Cranston  received  news  of  her  activities  in  Vineyard  Sound 
on  September  7th  and  immediately  sent  out  two  sloops,  this  time 
under  the  command  of  Major  William  Wanton  and  his  brother, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  John  Wanton.  They  sailed  down  Vineyard 
Sound,  where  the  Frenchman  had  been  reported,  and  sighted  him 
on  the  next  day,  Monday,  September  8,  1707.  Lieutenant  Colonel 
John  Wanton  was  the  first  to  fall  in  with  the  Frenchman,  “a  large 
man-of-war-sloop”  of  4  guns,  4  patereroes  and  49  men.  Wanton 
bravely  attacked  the  privateer  and  a  bitter  battle  followed. 

For  three  hours  they  struggled  with  varying  success  until 
John’s  brother  William  came  up  in  his  sloop.  The  added  strength 
of  these  reinforcements  decided  the  combat  and  the  Frenchman 
struck  his  ensign,  but  not  until  after  the  captain  and  three  of 
his  men  had  been  killed  and  the  lieutenant  and  several  others 
wounded.  No  Rhode  Islanders  were  killed  in  this  battle,  although 
three  were  wounded.  One  of  them  was  John  Dublin  who  was  hit 
in  the  head  by  a  shot  and  lost  the  use  of  one  of  his  eyes. 

.  .  .  This  prize  sloop,  which  was  taken  on  September  8th  and 
brought  into  Newport  September  9th,  had  been  commissioned 
from  Placentia  in  Newfoundland  and  was  the  one  that  had 
ravaged  Block  Island  in  August.  She  had  also  taken  four  prizes : 
two  fishing  shallops  and  two  coasters,  Kitch  from  New  London 
and  Smalage  from  Boston. 
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1711 

Block  Island  Sound  and  Vineyard  Sound  were  favorite  haunts 
for  French  privateersmen,*  for,  besides  being  the  main  water¬ 
ways  for  coastwise  commerce,  these  sounds  are  rather  open  and  so 
allowed  an  easy  escape  to  seaward  in  case  an  expedition  was  sent 
out  against  a  roving  privateer. 

An  “express”  or  messenger  from  Tarpaulin  Cove  reached 
Newport  at  midnight  on  August  11,  1711,  and  aroused  Governor 
Cranston  to  inform  him  that  a  French  privateer  sloop  of  4  guns 
and  45  men  was  causing  havoc  to  the  shipping  in  Vineyard  Sound. 
On  the  4th  she  chased  a  vessel  ashore,  on  the  9th  captured  two 
coasters,  one  commanded  by  Aaron  Hardin  from  Pennsylvania, 
and  the  other  by  John  Picket  from  New  London,  both  bound  for 
Canada,  and  on  the  10th  captured  one  of  Gross’  sloops  laden  with 
grain.  They  took  pork  and  canvas  out  of  this  sloop  and  gave  her 
to  Hardin  and  his  crew,  who  brought  her  into  Tarpaulin  Cove. 

An  alarm  was  sounded  through  the  streets  of  Newport  and  in 
an  hour’s  time  two  sloops  were  provided,  and  in  4  hours’  time 
fitted  out  for  sea.  They  sailed  under  the  command  of  Colonel 
John  Cranston  and  Captain  Michael  Hicks,  one  carrying  74  men 
and  the  other  65  men.  On  Monday,  August  13th,  at  two  o’clock 
in  the  afternoon,  they  spied  a  sail  five  leagues  southeast  of  Block 
Island  and  immediately  gave  chase.  A  stern  chase  is  a  long  chase, 
according  to  the  well-known  sailor’s  adage,  and  it  proved  so  in 
this  case.  The  Rhode  Island  sloops  chased  the  Frenchman  all 
that  day  and  all  the  next,  but  he  was  too  swift  and  finally  pulled 
away  from  them,  whereupon  they  returned  to  Newport. 

1712 

Captain  Michael  Hicks  returning  from  Antigua  in  a  brigan- 

*The  French  Watering  Place  may  have  been  named  because  of  its  use  by 
these  French  privateers  rather  than  by  one  of  the  French  Revolutionary  fleets, 
as  is  usually  supposed. 
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tine  laden  with  rum,  molasses,  cotton,  and  wool,  sighted  Block 
Island  on  May  25th,  1712,  and  expected  to  make  Newport  in  a 
few  hours,  thus  completing  a  very  successful  voyage.  Unkind 
fate  was  against  him  for  when  off  Block  Island  he  was  suddenly 
attacked  by  a  French  privateer  of  4  guns  and  125  men,  under  the 
command  of  Captain  Clenant,  Hicks  was  forced  to  surrender  his 
brigantine  and  was  put  on  shore  with  most  of  his  crew  at  Tar¬ 
paulin  Cove. 

His  mate  and  two  others  of  the  crew  were  sent  to  Placentia 
with  the  prize.  Captain  Hicks  made  his  way  to  Newport  and  in¬ 
formed  Governor  Cranston  of  his  misfortune,  while  Captain 
Clenant  continued  cruising  in  Vineyard  Sound  and  took  4  more 
prizes.  On  May  31st,  Governor  Cranston  sent  two  sloops  out  in 
search  of  Captain  Clenant.  These  sloops  carried  altogether  12 
guns  and  134  men  with  a  good  supply  of  small  arms  and  ammuni¬ 
tion,  and  were  commanded  by  Captain  Michael  Hicks  and  Captain 
Job  Almy.  Captain  Hicks,  smarting  under  the  loss  of  his  vessel, 
was  especially  eager  to  fall  in  with  Captain  Clenant  and  to 
punish  him. 

The  two  vessels  scoured  Vineyard  Sound,  visited  Tarpaulin 
Cove  and  Block  Island,  and  finally  went  40  leagues  out  to  sea, 
but  saw  no  sign  of  Captain  Clenant. 

The  Frenchman  either  heard  or  suspected  that  Captain  Hicks 
would  come  after  him  with  a  strong  force,  and  so  discreetly  dis¬ 
appeared. 


1721 

John  Menzies  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty 

July  20,  1721 
Sir 

.  .  .  This  comes  that  the  Lords  Commissioners  for  Executing 
the  Office  of  Lord  High  Admiral  may  be  informed  of  a  Case  that 
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hath  lately  occurred  within  the  jurisdiction  of  Admiralty  con¬ 
tained  in  my  Commission,  Namely,  One  Benjamin  Norton  of 
Rhode-Island,  and  one  Joseph  Whipple,  a  Considerable  Mer¬ 
chant  of  that  Colony,  did  fit  out  a  Brigantine,  and  sent  her  under 
the  Command  of  the  said  Norton  to  the  West  Indies  last  Fall 
(a  Vessel  by  Common  Observation  more  fit  for  Pirates  than  Trade 
for  which  they  pretended  to  Employ  her)  who  Fell  in  with  the 
Pirates  at  St.  Lucia  in  January  last,  and  was  (as  he  saith)  taken 
by  One  Roberts  a  Pirate,  though  by  the  Sequel  it  appears,  he  is 
more  to  be  considered  as  one  of  their  Assistants  and  Correspond¬ 
ents,  for  after  he  had  remained  with  them  Six  or  Seven  Weeks, 
they  took  a  Ship  Dutch  Built  of  250  Tuns  Burthen,  or  thereby, 
and  having  Loaded  her  with  Sugars,  Cocoa,  Negroes  etc.  of  very 
considerable  Value,  All  this  they  gave  to  him  for  his  Brigantine 
though  of  much  more  Value  than  She,  and  by  the  most  Judicious 
in  the  Country  is  supposed  to  have  been  committed  to  him  as  one 
of  their  Trusties,  to  Vend  the  Cargo  in  that  Colony,  a  Practice 
not  without  precedent  in  that  Colony,  these  several  Years  past,  if 
my  Information  fail  not ;  however,  be  that  as  it  will,  he  comes  with 
his  Ship  and  Cargo  into  Tarpaulin  Cove,  a  Place  lying  between 
the  Province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  and  Rhode  Island,  where 
(by  the  by)  the  Pirates  used  to  come  to  infest  Our  Coasts  in  April 
last;  And  did  in  a  Clandestine  Manner  advise  the  said  Joseph 
Whipple  of  his  arrival. 

And  having  dropped  Anchor  there,  he  fired  at,  and  brought 
too  several  of  Our  Coasters,  upon  which  a  Rumour  arose,  that 
the  Pirates  were  on  the  Coast,  whereby  Our  Coasters,  except  his 
Accomplices  who  understood  better,  were  deterred  for  some  Days 
from  Falling  within  his  reach.  And  in  the  interim  the  aforesaid 
Whipple,  with  one  Christopher  Almy,  and  One  Pease,  also  con¬ 
siderable  Traders  of  New  Port  in  Rhode  Island,  with  some  others, 
did  improve  that  Opportunity,  and  carried  off  and  conveyed  about 
30  Of  the  Negroes,  with  considerable  Quantities  of  the  Sugars, 
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Cocoa  etc.  partly  in  Sloops  sent  out  by  them  for  that  purpose, 
and  partly  in  such  others  as  they  intrusted  therewith,  and  a  great 
part  of  which  was  by  the  said  Almy  and  Whipple  directed  to 
Providence  Plantacion  and  recommended  to  the  Care  and  Con¬ 
duct  of  One  Whipple,  Brother  to  the  said  Joseph,  that  Place  be¬ 
ing  their  Ordinary  Mart  and  Recepticles  for  such  Cargoes.  But 
so  many  accessories  were  concerned  and  the  Cargo  so  considerable, 
the  Secret  was  Discovered  and  thereupon  the  Officers  of  His 
Majesties  Customs,  both  in  the  Province  of  Massachussets  Bay 
and  Colony  of  Rhode  Island,  did  exert  themselves,  and  the  Col¬ 
lector  at  Boston  did  Seize  upon  the  Ship  and  remainder  of  the 
Cargo,  the  said  Benjamin  Norton  upon  the  discovery  having  re¬ 
linquished  the  Ship  and  absconded.  .  .  . 

Sir 

Your  most  humble  Servant 

J.  Menzies 

Boston  20th.  July  1721 

1727 

Lunse  die  18  Junii  A.D.  1727 

A  Petition  of  Charles  Church  Esq.  Sheriff  of  the  County  of 
Bristol  shewing  that  in  the  month  of  May  1721.  Pursuant  to  a 
Warrant  from  the  Clerks  Office  of  the  Court  of  general  Sessions 
of  the  Peace  for  the  Co.  of  Bristol,  he  Impressed  Twelve  Men 
and  Horses,  and  proceeded  to  Tarpolin-Cove  to  take  into  his 
Custody,  a  certain  Ship  brought  in  there  by  one  Benjamin  Norton, 
the  charge  whereof  Amounted  to  £23.  9s.  the  one  half  whereof 
he  paid  out  of  his  own  pocket,  an  for  which  he  has  received  no 
satisfaction,  Praying  allowance  for  the  said  sum  of  £23.  9s.  for 
the  Reasons  Mentioned.  Read  and  committed. 


Major  Quincy,  On  the  Accompt  of  Charles  Church  etc.  as 
entered  yesterday  which  was  Read  accepted  and  Resolved,  That 
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the  sum  of  £20  17s.  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the  Public  Treasury 
to  the  Petitioner  Charles  Church,  in  full  discharge  of  the  said 
services  etc. 


1740 

Governor  Belcher  of  Massachusetts  wrote  to  Governor  Wan¬ 
ton  of  Rhode  Island  on  June  30,  1740,  that  “last  week  there  ar¬ 
rived  at  one  of  our  harbors  a  ship  of  upwards  of  one  hundred  tons 
from  the  Canaries,  one  William,  master  who  pretends  to  be  last 
from  Madeira.  I  am  told  that  the  Master  though  an  Englishman, 
is  a  Roman,  a  subject  of  Spain,  and  married  at  the  Canaries.” 

She  was  said  to  be  trading  with  the  enemy  and  also  smuggling. 
At  nine  o’clock  in  the  morning  of  June  30,  the  Charming  Betty 
sailed  from  Newport  in  quest  of  this  vessel,  news  of  her  presence 
in  Vineyard  Sound  having  reached  Newport. 

The  Charming  Betty  sighted  the  Spanish  brigantine  at  about 
10  o’clock  on  July  1st,  at  anchor  between  Elizabeth  Island  and 
Martha’s  Vineyard.  Captain  Collingwood  sent  his  lieutenant, 
John  Robinson,  in  a  canoe  with  five  men  to  board  her,  but  when 
they  approached,  the  brigantine  fired  several  shots  at  them,  and 
they  returned  to  the  Charming  Betty.  In  about  a  quarter  of  an 
hour  the  Charming  Betty  fired  a  shot  through  the  rigging  of  the 
brigantine,  whereupon  the  Spaniards  went  ashore,  and  Lieutenant 
John  Robinson,  accompanied  by  John  Gale,  master,  and  James 
Clarke,  captain’s  quartermaster  of  the  Charming  Betty  and  12 
men  in  a  canoe  and  launch,  boarded  the  brigantine  and  found  no 
one  on  board. 

She  was  the  brig  Orotava  of  Boston,  Robert  Williamson, 
master,  but  in  her  log  was  called  the  galley  Fortune ,  George  Simp¬ 
son,  master.  .  .  . 

She  was  built  at  Newbury,  Massachusetts,  registered  as  70 
tons,  and  in  1739  carried  two  guns  according  to  her  papers,  but 
mounted  9  guns  when  taken.  John  Gale  brought  her  into  New- 
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port  on  July  2nd,  in  company  with  the  Vernon,  Captain  Willis, 
and  the  Tartar ,  Colonel  Cranston. 

The  Orotava  was  judged  a  lawful  prize  on  July  12,  1740,  and 
together  with  her  cargo  was  valued  at  <£7979.  17.  06.  From  the 
Court  proceedings,  it  appeared  that  she  was  owned  by  James 
Bowdoin  and  John  Cross  of  Boston  and  no  transfer  of  ownership 
was  proved,  although  it  was  claimed  she  was  chartered  by  parties 
unknown. 

She  loaded  at  Teneriffe  in  the  Canaries,  an  enemy  port,  in 
April,  with  wine  and  brandy,  and  carried  contradictory  ship’s 
papers.  .  .  .  She  had  intentions  to  smuggle  the  wine  on  shore  at 
Cape  Cod  if  possible,  and  to  buy  beef  and  wheat,  which  was  to 
be  taken  back  to  the  enemy  port  of  Teneriffe. 

George  Simpson  was  supercargo,  not  captain,  and  one  of  the 
crew,  Mr.  Hubbard,  landed  at  Cape  Cod  and  secretly  sold  wine 
and  fruit  there.  When  asked  why  they  fired  on  the  party  from 
the  Charming  Betty,  the  captain  said  he  thought  that  the  Charm¬ 
ing  Betty  was  a  Spanish  privateer,  that  he  had  heard  was  on  the 
coast,  when  he  landed  at  Holmes  Hole.  They  had  letters  to 
James  Bowdoin  of  Boston  and  Richard  Malbone,  collector  of  the 
port  of  Newport,  and  instructions  to  carry  on  illegal  trade  at 
St.  Eustatia  if  they  failed  at  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island. 
.  .  .  Although  the  Orotava  and  her  cargo  were  adjudged  a  prize 
to  the  Charming  Betty,  yet  an  appeal  was  entered  from  the  Vice- 
Admiralty  Court.  Malbone  and  Collingwood  distributed  £612 
of  the  prize  money  among  the  crew,  and  the  latter  signed  an 
agreement  to  return  this  money  if  the  decision  in  the  case  should 
be  reversed  in  the  High  Court  of  Admiralty. 

1741 

On  May  14,  1741,  the  General  Assembly  ordered  the  com¬ 
mittee  in  charge  of  the  sloop  that  went  to  Annapolis  to  supply 
“The  Colony  Sloop  with  what  is  proper  thereof,”  of  provisions 
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and  stores  that  are  returned.  Captain  Wickham  continued  as 
commander  of  the  Tartar ■,  which  cruised  as  a  guard  ship  between 
Long  Island  and  the  Vineyard. 

Orders  and  Instructions  to  be  observed  by  Captain  Wickham 
Commander  of  the  Colony  Sloop  called  the  Tartar  you  having 
received  a  Commission  from  me,  are  to  proceed  as  soon  as  you 
have  got  on  board  the  Complement  of  One  hundred  Men  (officers 
included)  persuant  to  an  act  of  Assembly,  with  the  said  sloop 
Tartar  on  a  cruise  for  the  space  of  fourteen  Days  or  thereabouts 
from  your  departure  from  hence,  During  which  time  you  are  to 
range  along  the  Coast  on  the  back  of  Long  Island  and  from  thence 
to  Marthas  Vineyard  or  Tarpaulin  Cove  as  you  shall  think  proper, 
In  order  to  secure  this  Coast  and  to  take  and  destroy  any  Enemy 
that  shall  be  upon  it,  and  do  every  other  needful  pursuant  to  your 
said  commission. 

1746 

November  4th.  Tuesday  Saild  from  Newport  aboard  the 
Briganteen  Leopard  with  my  officers  and  Company  (being 
favored  with  Coll.  Kinnicutt  and  Dr  Moffatt  as  fellow  passen¬ 
gers)  together  with  the  Snow  Africa  and  the  Brigt.  Neptune 
under  the  convoy  of  the  Tartar  commanded  by  Capt.  Peter 
Marshal.  The  weather  was  agreable  and  favorable  when  we 
came  from  Port,  but  the  wind  toward  evening  proving  short  it 
was  determined  by  the  Commodore  that  we  should  anchor  in  Tar¬ 
paulin  Cove  on  Elizabeths  Island  whither  accordingly  came  to 
about  midnight. 

Wednesday  being  the  5th.  The  Commodore  displayed  his 
signals  for  sailing  early  in  the  morning  and  brought  us  into 
Holmes  Hole  on  Marthas  Vineyard  where  we  anchored.  The 
Africa  was  driven  ashore  in  a  storm  on  the  night  of  November  5th. 

Further  accounts  of  shipping  will  be  found  in  two  later 
chapters. 


Chapter  VI 

THE  REVOLUTION 
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TP  he  outbreak  of  the  Revolution  brought  anxiety  and  fear  to 
the  people  of  the  unprotected  coasts  menaced  by  the  British  fleets. 
F ortunately  the  mother  country  was  more  interested  in  gathering 
food  supplies  than  in  shedding  blood.  The  commander  of  the  fleet 
stationed  at  Newport  was  ordered  to  avoid  extreme  force  in  deal¬ 
ing  with  the  inhabitants.  Nevertheless,  within  six  weeks  of  the 
fight  at  Concord  Bridge,  the  British  sloop  of  war  Faulkland  made 
a  descent  upon  the  Elizabeth  Islands.  Captain  Linzey  carried  off 
a  flock  of  sheep  from  Pasque  and  landed  and  took  account  of  the 
stock  on  N aushon,  but  did  little  actual  damage. 

Tarpaulin  Cove  became  a  favorite  haunt  of  the  British  vessels. 
The  innkeeper  Elisha  Nye  must  have  had  a  difficult  time,  while 
he  remained  there,  keeping  in  the  good  graces  of  the  British  officers 
and  at  the  same  time  protecting  the  stock  intrusted  to  his  care. 

1775 

Stephen  Nye  to  Colonel  Nathan  Freeman 
to  be  Communicated  to  the  Provincial  Congress 

Sir ;  Sandwich  May  31st.  177 5 

I  would  give  you  a  relation  of  Captn  Linseys  proceeding  at  the 
Islands.  Since  your  going  from  here  on  Sunday  he  reed,  a  rein¬ 
forcement  by  a  Schooner  from  Boston,  &  proceeded  from  thence 
to  the  West  End  of  the  Island  where  they  took  off  about  two  Hun¬ 
dred  Sheep,  chiefly  from  Tucker’s  Island  which  belonged  to  John 
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Wing.  From  there  they  came  down  to  the  Cove  &  ordered  the 
Sheep  there  to  be  yarded  which  was  accordingly  done,  but  it  being 
near  Night  they  concluded  to  leave  them  in  the  yard  until  morning. 
They  really  insulted,  abused  &  threatened  the  people  for  their 
backwardness  in  assisting  them.  In  the  night,  word  was  brought 
off  to  Falmouth  of  the  above  proceedings  (by  Nye  who  imme¬ 
diately  went  back  to  take  care  of  his  family)  on  which  a  Number 
of  men  well  equipt  immediately  went  on  the  Island ;  before  their 
arrival  at  the  Cove  the  Sheep  were  turned  out  of  the  yard  into  the 
woods.  The  People  from  the  Ship  had  been  on  Shore  &  on  finding 
the  Sheep  were  gone  were  still  more  enraged  &  took  all  the  arms 
they  could  find,  6  calves  and  the  Hoggs  and  carried  them  off.  When 
the  People  from  Falmouth  got  to  the  Cove  (which  was  before 
Day)  they  Placed  themselves  in  the  bushes  &  lay  undiscovered. 
In  the  morning  the  Boat  came  on  shore  with  the  Doctor,  Boat¬ 
swain  etc.  whom  they  might  have  taken  had  they  not  expected  the 
Captn  ashore  soon,  however  the  Boat  soon  went  back  without  going 
to  the  House  &  both  Vessells  immediately  weighed  anchor  &  went 
down  to  Homes’  Hole  where  they  lay  last  night  at  Anchor.  Capn 
Bassett  is  now  on  the  Island  with  about  50  men  &  will  Tarry  to 
Guard  the  Stock  until  we  have  the  advice  of  the  Congress  what 
method  is  best  to  take.  By  the  best  account  there  is  not  less  than 
Four  Thousand  Sheep  &  between  two  &  three  Hundred  Horned 
Cattle  &  a  number  of  Horses  on  the  Island  of  Naushaun  &  Per¬ 
haps  nigh  as  many  on  the  other  Islands.  It  is  generally  judged 
that  Fifty  or  Sixty  men  Placed  on  the  Island  at  Tarpaulin  Cove 
would  Guard  the  above  Stock.  It  is  certainly  impracticable  to 
bring  it  off  &  it  must  most  certainly  either  be  destroyed  where  it 
is  or  fall  into  the  Hands  of  our  Enemies.  Which  is  best  the  Con¬ 
gress  must  Judge.  Their  Determination  we  should  be  glad  of  as 
soon  as  Possible  for  we  fear  the  men  now  there  will  be  impatient  to 
come  off  unless  they  are  put  under  Pay.  Capn  Bassett  is  perhaps 
the  best  officer  that  can  be  placed  there.  His  courage  and  conduct 
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have  heretofore  been  well  approved,  &  he  is  moreover  well  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  Ground  on  the  Island  which  must  certainly  be 
of  great  advantage.  There  went  a  number  of  Men  from  this  Town 
Some  of  whom  are  (we  conclude  now  on  the  Island) .  We  hope  the 
Congress  will  let  us  have  their  advice  and  Determination  as  soon 
as  Possible  and  Pray  that  in  all  their  Determinations  they  will  be 
councelled  by  the  Supreme  Councellor,  and  are  Sirs. 

Your  Humble  Servant 

Stephen  Nye 


Deposition  of  Elisha  Nye 

May  81,  1775 

Elisha  Nye  Innholder  living  on  one  of  the  Elizabeth  Islands 
commonly  called  Naushon,  and  near  to  Tarpolan  Cove,  Testifieth 
and  saith,  that  some  time  about  the  5th.  of  May  the  Sloop  of  War 
called  the  Faulkland,  commanded  by  Capt.  Linzey  came  into  the 
Cove,  and  as  soon  as  the  vessel  had  come  to  anchor,  the  Captain 
came  on  shore  with  his  boats  crew,  all  armed,  and  came  to  the  house 
and  said  to  the  deponent,  “you  need  not  be  scared,”  upon  which  he 
told  him  it  was  enough  to  scare  anybody  to  see  so  many  men  come 
on  shore  armed:  and  the  Women  all  Fled  to  where  he  knew  not, 
upon  which  Capt.  Linzey  told  them  to  call  them  in,  for  he  did  not 
mean  to  hurt  any  Body,  upon  which  promise  I  and  my  family  were 
satisfied.  Soon  after  that  the  Captain  asked  to  walk  with  him 
which  he  complied  with;  and  in  the  course  of  their  walk  he  de¬ 
manded  to  know  what  stock  I  had,  and  added  to  tell  him  right,  for 
if  I  did  not,  he  would  take  all  that  he  met ;  upon  which  I  gave  him 
the  Account.  Then  the  Captain  told  me,  the  deponent,  if  I  sold 
any  of  them  he  would  take  the  remainder  by  force;  upon  which  I 
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told  him,  if  he  were  here  when  they  were  fit  for  market  he  might 
have  them,  paying  the  price  I  used  to  have. 

Soon  after  he  went  to  Rhode  Island,  and  returned  back  in  a 
few  days,  after  which  he  used  to  pass  and  repass  the  island  almost 
every  day,  mostly  in  company  with  the  Doctor  of  the  Ship,  leaving 
down  the  fences  repeatedly,  which  let  the  cattle  often  mix  together, 
which  I  told  the  Doctor  was  a  great  damage ;  the  Doctors  answer 
was,  “Then  you  may  put  it  up  your  selves  for  I  will  not”;  and 
often  talked  in  an  abusive  insulting  manner  that,  he  the  Doctor, 
would  soon  take  what  he  wanted  without  any  pay.  On  the  26  inst. 
a  Sloop  came  into  the  Cove,  with  about  twenty  passengers,  men, 
women  and  children  in  great  distress  for  provisions,  and  made  ap¬ 
plication  to  me  for  supplies.  Capt.  Linzey  knowing  that,  (his  boat 
having  boarded  her) ,  sent  his  boat  on  shore  and  forbid  my  letting 
them  have  any,  then  I  advised  them  to  apply  to  Capt.  Linzey,  and 
see  if  they  could  not  prevail  upon  him  to  let  them  have  some.  Ac¬ 
cordingly  they  went ;  afterward  the  Captain  of  the  sloop  told  me 
that  he  absolutely  refused  them  and  said,  “Damn  the  dog  that 
would  let  them  have  any” ;  and  if  they  were  not  gone  Immediately 
he  would  sink  them,  upon  which  they  set  sail  immediately  without 
any  supplies,  and  farther  the  deponent  declareth,  that  the  Doctor 
came  on  shore,  and  said  that  the  Captain’s  orders  were  that  I 
should  go  with  him,  the  said  Doctor,  and  Destroy  all  the  Boats 
belonging  to  the  Island.  I  told  him  I  could  not  go  on  such  business 
as  that ;  he  said  he  would  send  me  on  board  the  ship  if  I  did  not  go, 
upon  which  I  found  I  must  comply,  and  accordingly  went  with 
him,  and  saw  him,  the  Doctor  stave  three  boats.  On  the  29th.  about 
8  o’clock  in  the  evening  he,  the  said  Doctor,  came  on  shore,  and  told 
me  he  had  come  for  my  sheep,  upon  which  I  told  him  they  were  out 
in  the  pasture  and  I  could  not  get  them  into  the  pen  it  being  dark, 
but  could  fetch  them  in  as  early  in  the  morning  as  he  pleased.  The 
answer  from  the  Doctor  was,  “  Damn  you !  what  did  you  turn  them 
out  for?”  The  reason,  I  told  him,  was  that  they  had  got  out  their 
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own  sheep,  and  did  not  say  anything  about  when  they  should 
want  mine,  and  I  thought  it  best  the  sheep  should  be  let  out  to  feed ; 
upon  which  the  said  Doctor  said  to  me,  “Damn  you!  go  on  board 
the  ship  and  I’ll  see  what  they  were  turned  out  for.”  I  told  him  I 
would  not,  but  would  go  and  try  to  get  the  sheep  up;  He  said, 
“Well  damn  you  make  haste,”  and  swang  his  sword  over  my  head, 
but  upon  trial  I  found  it  so  Dark  I  could  not  get  them  in;  but  on 
my  return  was  informed  that  he,  the  Doctor  had  sent  on  board  for 
more  help  to  carry  me  and  my  brother  on  board  the  ship;  upon 
which  with  the  abuses  and  threats  I  had  received  before,  I  thought 
it  time  to  make  my  Escape,  which  I  did  to  the  mainland,  and 
begged  the  assistance  of  the  people,  who  readily  came  to  my  as¬ 
sistance. 

When  I  returned,  which  was  about  3  o’clock  in  the  morning, 
some  of  my  family  told  me,  they  had  been  on  shore  armed  and 
taken  all  my  calves,  being  seven  in  number ;  two  of  the  poorest  and 
smallest  they  had  sent  on  shore  in  the  morning;  the  others  with 
four  sheep  they  had  some  days  before:  they  carried  them  off  with¬ 
out  paying  for  them.  I  do  further  declare  the  abuses  and  threats 
I  received  from  Capt.  Linzey  and  the  Doctor  were  the  occasion  of 
my  moving  off  the  island,  leaving  my  interest.  I  declare  I  never 
refused  Capt.  Linzey  or  any  other  person  belonging  to  any  ship 
of  war  entertainment  in  my  house  or  supply  of  provisions  that  I 
had  on  my  farm  that  I  could  spare,  and  I  further  declare  that  on 
the  night  of  the  29th.  the  aforesaid  Doctor,  ( as  my  wife  informs 
me)  came  on  shore  and  demanded  my  gun  with  his  sword  in  hand 
which  she  delivered  him  and  I  have  not  seen  it  since,  the  only 
weapon  of  defense  that  I  had  on  the  Island.  The  value  of  the  sheep, 
calves  &  gun  which  they  took  from  me,  and  the  use  of  my  horse  and 
well  are  as  follows,  viz. 


Mrs.  James  Bowdoin,  Wife  of  Governor  Bowdoin,  by  Robert  Feke 
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four  sheep  value 

£2. 

16. 

0 

2  ( ? )  calves  four  months  old 

3. 

6. 

0 

3  calves  2  months  old 

2. 

8. 

0 

4  quarters  of  veal  weyht  60  lb.  sold 

before  and  delivered 

0. 

16. 

0 

One  gun  taken  out  of  my  house  by 

the  Doctor  of  the  ship,  of  great 

value 

3. 

0. 

0 

Riding  my  horse  and  use  of  my  well 

3. 

• 

£15. 

6. 

0 

Barnstable  May  31  1775 

Charge  of  man  and  horse  from  the  Island  to  Boston  86  miles. 

Elisha  Nye 

Mrs.  Bowdoin  to  the  Committee  of  Safety 

Dorchester 
June  4  1775 

Gentlemen ; 

Mr  Bowdoin  has  just  received  the  enclosed  Deposition,  and 
being  in  a  very  weak  state  desires  me  to  inform  you  that  for  some 
time  past  the  Faulkland,  sloop  of  War,  commanded  by  Capt.  Lin- 
zey,  has  been  cruising  about  the  Islands  called  the  Elizabeth 
Islands  near  Marthas  Vineyard.  That  the  said  sloop’s  boats  have 
divers  times  landed  armed  men  on  the  said  Islands,  who  have 
abused  the  inhabitants,  stove  the  boats  and  by  force  taken  away  a 
considerable  part  of  their  property,  as  may  fully  appear  by  the 
said  deposition. 

It  is  humbly  apprehended  that  if  about  100  armed  men  were 
properly  posted  on  the  said  Island,  they  would  be  a  sufficient  force 
to  defend  the  inhabitants  and  protect  their  stock  of  cattle  and 
sheep  which  is  very  considerable  and  which  have  hitherto  every 
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year  furnished  divers  parts  of  this  colony  with  fat  sheep  &  cattle 
for  provisions  and  particularly  with  a  large  quantity  of  wool  for 
our  home  manufacture. 

I  beg  leave  to  make  this  Representation,  that  you  may  take 
such  measures  as  your  Wisdom  shall  Dictate,  and  am  most  Re¬ 
spectfully  in  Mr  Bowdoin’s  behalf,  who  is  part  owner  of  one  of 
said  Islands, 

Gentlemen  your  most  Obedient  humble  Servant 

Elizabeth  Bowdoin 

In  the  correspondence  of  Governor  Bowdoin  is  this  letter,  an¬ 
nouncing  that  appointment  which  in  all  the  history  of  our  country 
probably  affected  it  most  vitally. 

Thomas  Cushing  to  James  Bowdoin 

Philadelphia 
June  21  1775 

Dear  Sir; 

You  will  doubtless  have  been  informed  that  the  Congress  have 
unanimously  appointed  George  Washington  Esq.  General  & 
Commander-in-Chief  of  the  American  forces. 

I  beg  leave  to  recommend  him  to  your  respectful  notice.  He  is 
a  compleat  gentleman.  He  is  sensible,  amiable,  virtuous,  modest 
and  brave.  I  promise  myself  that  your  acquaintance  with  him  will 
afford  you  great  pleasure  and  I  doubt  not  his  agreable  behavior 
and  good  conduct  will  give  great  satisfaction  to  our  people  of  all 
denominations. 

Thomas  Cushing 

The  petition  of  Mrs.  Bowdoin  and  the  authorities  at  Falmouth 
for  troops  to  be  stationed  on  the  Elizabeth  Islands  met  the  follow¬ 
ing  response. 


Governor  James  Bowdoin  by  Robert  Feke 
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Elizabeth  Islands  September  the  thirteenth  day  A.D.  one 
thousand  and  seven  hundred  and  seventy  five. 

This  is  to  certify  that  Mr  John  Read  hath  provided  billeting 
barracks  &  firewood  for  thirty  men  from  the  twenty  ninth  day  of 
June  to  the  thirteenth  day  of  July  &  for  fifty  men  from  the  thir¬ 
teenth  day  of  July  to  the  thirtyth  day  of  September  instant,  which 
company  men  are  under  my  command  &  are  stationed  on  the  Eliza¬ 
beth  Islands  by  order  of  the  Congress  per  me  .  .  .  John  Grannis. 
In  Council  Oct.  11  1775  Read  &  ordered  that  a  warrant  be  drawn 
on  the  treasury  for  £100  in  favor  of  John  Read  to  pay  the  Co.  sta¬ 
tioned  on  Elizabeth  Island  2  months  billeting  to  be  accountable 
to  this  Board  for  the  same. 

The  British  fleet  commanded  by  Sir  Peter  Parker  was  based  on 
Newport.  From  there  vessels  cruised  continually  along  the  coast. 

Scattered  bits  from  the  logs  of  the  Kingfisher,  the  Swan,  the 
Ambuscade,  and  other  ships  of  the  Royal  Navy  give  vivid  glimpses 
of  the  war  from  an  offshore  angle. 

The  bay,  the  sound,  the  island  shores  and  the  skyline  of  the 
Vineyard  come  to  mind  when  reading  the  logs  of  the  British  ships. 


Log  of  H.M.S.  “Kingfisher,”  Philip  Jones,  Master 
18th.  August  1775 

“  Standing  in  for  Martha’s  Vineyard  sound  at  5.00  P.M.  Came 
too  in  Tarpaulin  Cove.  At  7  saw  a  number  of  Armed  Rebels 
abreast  the  Ship  lurking  behind  houses  and  Trees  so  Fired  21  six 
Pounders  to  disperse  them.” 

H.M.S.  “Swan,”  James  Ayscouch,  Captain 
Saturday  16th.  Sept.  1775 

Running  through  the  Vineyard  Sound  Strong  Gales  and 
Squally.  Employ’d  Cleaning  Ship.  Moderate  and  Cloudy  with 
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Rain  at  Times.  Brought  too  a  Schooner  from  Nantucket  Bound 
to  Dartmouth  for  wood  Likewise  a  Sloop  —  Moderate  and 
Cloudy.  People  Employd  Making  Nippers  open’d  a  Cask  of 
Pork  Contents  54  Pieces,  short  2  Pieces. 

Sunday  17th 

Light  Breeze  and  Variable  Sent  the  Tender  on  shore  Seeing  a 
Number  of  Armed  Men,  whom  we  fired  at.  \  Past  the  Ship 
Made  the  Signal  to  return  weighd  and  Came  to  Sail  Turning  up 
the  Vineyard  Sound  ....  Light  Breezes  and  Foggy  weigh’d 
and  Came  to  Sail  Sent  the  Tender  into  Tarpolin  Cove  to  bring  a 
brigg  out,  \  past  the  Tender  Returned  with  the  Brigg  found 
her  to  be  from  Whaling  Belonging  to  New  York,  sent  a  Petty 
officer  &  6  Men  on  Board  to  take  Charge  of  her.  In  getting  the 
Brigg  out  they  were  fir’d  at  by  a  Number  of  Armed  Men  which 
was  return’d  by  the  Tender.  Went  to  Seconnet  Passage. 

Monday  Sept.  25th. 

Fresh  Breezes  and  Clear  abrest  of  the  Light  House.  Gayhead 
E.B.S.  Distance  3  or  4  Leagues.  Running  up  the  Vineyard 
Sound,  Came  too  in  2  fathoms  Water  abrest  of  Tarpaulin  Cove, 
Do.  weigh’d  &  came  to  Sail  In  Company  with  His  Majesty’s 
Ship  Rose  &  3  Tenders,  Parted  Company  with  the  Glasgow 
Tender  and  Sloope. 

Wednesday  18th.  October  1775 
Abrest  Tarpaulin  Cove. 

Imagine  what  the  life  at  Tarpaulin  must  have  been  at  this  time 
with  the  British  vessels  hovering  along  the  shores  and  Grannis’ 
small  company,  entirely  dependent  upon  itself,  sniping  at  the 
enemy  whenever  the  chance  came,  and  repulsing  them  when  they 
attempted  to  land  at  the  Cove. 
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James  Bowdoin  to  Colonel  Josiah  Quincy 

Oct.  3, 1775 

Dr.  Sir,  Col.  Quincy ; 

...  In  return  for  the  news  communicated  by  your  letter  I 
wld.  communicate  some  to  you  if  I  could.  Whether  ye  following 
be  such  to  you,  you  can  best  tell.  You  have  heard  of  Col  Gother  [  ?] 
in  the  Newfoundland,  Governors  arrival  lately  at  Boston  from 
England.  His  business  hereof  I  have  been  informed  is  to  raise 
and  command  a  Regiment  of  Rangers  to  distress  his  country  men. 
My  informant  is  one  Clifford,  who  was  Pilot  of  sd.  ship  of  war 
(Capt.  Price)  in  which  Mr  Gorham  came  passenger  and  arrived 
in  Boston  about  three  weeks  ago.  The  Pilot  was  master  of  a  vessel 
coming  this  way  from  Newfoundland  and  in  Georges  bank  was 
pressed  by  Price  into  his  service  as  Pilot.  He  says  that  he  was  in¬ 
formed  at  the  land  that  a  great  number  of  Irishmen  about  700  had 
been  enlisted  as  Rangers  to  serve  against  the  d— d  rebels  of  New 
England,  and  supposes  that  these  are  for  a  part  of  Gorhams  reg¬ 
iment.  The  ship  you  mention  going  into  Boston  full  of  men  (not 
red  coats)  are  probably  part  of  them.  .  .  . 

Several  Men  of  War  Transports  are  gone  up  ye  sound.  On 
their  way  they  put  into  Holme’s  Hole  and  by  threatening  to 
cannonade  ye  town  forced  ye  inhabitants  to  give  them  a  few  Sheep. 
They  also  cannonaded  Tarpaulin  Cove  but  without  effect. 

They  had  taken  among  others  a  vessel  of  Col.  Bowers  from 
Jamaica  and  a  Brig  of  Harry  Bowers  from  ye  same  place  with  a 
valuable  cargo.  The  latter  got  ashore  at  Elizabeth  Island  and  one 
of  ye  Tenders  came  after  but  was  so  warmly  received  by  ye  Com¬ 
pany  stationed  there  that  she  was  obliged  to  make  off,  and  our 
people  have  since  carried  the  Brig  safely  off  into  Dartmouth  with 
6  or  7  prisoners.  Paper  credit  we  will  make  the  subject  of  our  next 
conversation.  In  the  meantime  be  assured  of  mine  and  Mrs  Bow- 
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doin’s  most  respectful  regards  to  you  and  your  good  lady  and 
family, 

Yours 

J ames  Bowdoin 


To  the  Hon.  Council  &  House  of  Representatives  in  General 
Court  Assembled. 

The  Petition  of  the  Select  men  &  committee  of  correspondence 
and  inspection  of  the  Town  of  Falmouth  in  the  County  of  Barn¬ 
stable,  in  behalf  of  the  inhabitants  of  sd.  town  showeth: 

That  in  the  Island  called  Naushon,  one  of  the  Elizabeth  Is¬ 
lands  is  a  very  commodious  harbour,  known  by  the  name  of  Tar¬ 
paulin  Cove,  much  used  by  all  vessells,  passing  the  Vineyard 
Sound,  and  where  a  small  ship  of  War  and  two  or  three  tenders 
being  placed  might  interrupt  and  even  destroy  all  the  unarmed 
vessells  passing  thro  the  sd.  Sound,  and  all  vessells  in  Buzzards 
Bay  which  will  include  the  coast  from  Cape  Cod  to  Rhode  Island, 
and  may  also  from  thence  be  able  to  make  descent  upon  the  coast 
and  take  off  stock  and  provisions  for  the  supply  of  our  enemies; 
F or  the  preventing  of  which  there  has  been  hitherto  a  company  of 
men,  raised  by  the  wisdom  of  our  Government  and  stationed  there 
which  has  greatly  molested  the  minesterial  ships  in  harboring  in 
sd.  Tarpaulin  Cove,  and  hindered  the  landing  on  Naushon  Is¬ 
land  :  —  and  we  humbly  conceive  that  if  a  company  of  men  be 
continued  at  sd.  Cove  with  a  number  of  cannon  planted  at  sd. 
harbour,  they  would  render  it  a  very  uncomfortable  station  for 
the  minesterial  ships,  and  keep  them  at  a  proper  distance  and 
deter  them  from  landing  and  taking  off  the  stock  which  is  very 
valuable  on  sd.  Island,  and  also  be  very  beneficial  to  the  trade 
of  the  Country  and  a  great  security  to  us  on  the  exposed  sea  coast. 
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Likewise  that  some  suitable  man  in  this  town  may  be  appointed 


to  muster  sd.  Company. 
Falmouth  Dec.  11,  1775 
J.  Palmer 
Samuel  Fish 
Daniel  Butler 

Comm,  of  Inspection 


Tim  Crocker  x 
Nathl.  Shiverick 
Bari.  Bassett 
Job  Parker 
Noah  Davis 


Comm,  of 
Correspondence 


/ 


Most  of  the  following  papers  concerning  the  troops  stationed 
at  Tarpaulin  Cove  are  resolves,  petitions  and  orders  addressed  to 
the  Honorable  Council  and  House  of  Representatives.  The  text 
of  the  papers  is  copied,  but  some  of  the  formal  legal  phrases  have 
been  omitted. 


1776 

Petition  of  Thomas  Jones 

Your  petitioner  would  humbly  represent  that  there  are  150  men 
raised  and  stationed  on  the  Elizabeth  Islands,  .  .  .  that  near  one 
half  of  the  men  have  been  in  the  Service  of  the  Continent  till  the 
first  day  of  April  inst.  by  which  reason  the  remainder  have  been 
accomodated  with  Barracks  to  live  in,  but  since  the  arrival  of  the 
other  half,  they  are  reduced  to  very  great  inconveniences  and 
really  must  suffer  unless  some  Barracks  are  provided,  there  being 
but  two  or  three  houses  anywhere  near  their  necessary  stations. 
Your  Petitioner  being  appointed  by  the  Court  there  as  commis¬ 
sary  to  supply  sd.  forces  with  Barracks  as  well  as  other  neces¬ 
saries,  humbly  begs  leave  to  suggest  to  the  Court  the  necessity 
of  building  some  cheap  shelters  for  about  70  or  80  men  on  the 
Island  of  Naushaun,  but  not  being  willing  to  proceed  without  the 
particular  directions  of  the  Court  he  humbly  prays  your  Honors 
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would  take  the  matter  into  your  wise  consideration  and  give  such 
directions  as  you  in  your  great  wisdom  see  fit  etc.  etc. 

Thos.  Jones 


Watertown  Apr.  5  1776 


Reply  to  Petition  of  Thomas  Jones,  Commissary 

April  7,  1776 

.  .  The  said  Commissary,  be  and  hereby  is  directed  with 
the  assistance  of  the  Soldiers  on  said  station,  to  build  as  many 
Log  Houses  with  timber  on  said  Island,  as  will  be  sufficient  for 
the  Reception  of  seventy  or  eighty  men,  and  the  said  Commissary 
is  further  directed  to  procure  nails  and  Boards  sufficient  to  build 
cabbins  and  cover  the  roofs  of  said  houses.” 

“.  .  .  Each  man  of  the  said  Company  excepting  the  Commis¬ 
sioned  officers  Drummers  &  Fifes  for  the  same  shall  arm  &  equip 
himself  with  a  good  effective  firearm,  Bayonet,  cartouche  box, 
blanket  &  knapsack,  half  a  pound  of  powder,  twenty  bullets  and 
five  flints  and  none  of  the  said  men  shall  pass  muster  unless  so 
equipped  and  provided.” 

The  above  equipment  was  not  especially  specified  for  the 
Company  at  Naushon,  but  is  here  given  as  showing  the  outfit  with 
which  each  man  was  expected  to  supply  himself. 

On  April  16th  an  order  was  received  for  the  reduction  of  the 
sea  coast  defence  militia,  “.  .  .  by  a  resolve  of  the  Court  com¬ 
pleted  on  the  27th  of  December  last  by  discharging  one  Company 
posted  at  Falmouth  .  .  .  and  one  Company  posted  at  Elizabeth 
Islands  under  command  of  Capt.  Elisha  Nye  .  .  .  said  Com¬ 
pany  to  be  discharged  without  delay.” 

After  this  order  went  into  effect  there  remained  at  Tarpaulin 
one  company,  composed  of  about  seventy-five  men. 

Elisha  Nye  had  evidently  been  commissioned  in  the  militia 
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soon  after  leaving  his  post  as  innkeeper  at  the  Cove.  He  returned 
there  in  command  of  the  Company.  The  matter  of  his  rank  seems 
to  have  been  unimportant  as  he  is  sometimes  spoken  of  as  cap¬ 
tain  and  sometimes  as  lieutenant.  Nye’s  superior  officer  was 
Major  Barachiah  Bassett. 


Major  Bassett,  who  was  appointed  by  this  Court  to  command 
the  forces  stationed  at  the  Elizabeth  Islands  &  Marthas  Vineyard 
is  impowered  and  directed  to  remove  four  of  the  cannon  (not  to 
exceed  nine  pounders)  taken  out  of  ye  vessel  lately  stranded  at 
Truro  commanded  by  one  Capt.  Holmes,  to  ye  sd.  Elizabeth 
Islands  &  Marthas  Vineyard  to  be  placed  and  used  in  such  man¬ 
ner  in  the  defense  of  those  islands  as  the  sd.  Major  shall  judge 
proper  till  the  further  order  of  this  Court.  .  .  . 


Reverse ; 


J.  Warren 


Resolve  to  remove  cannon  from  Ship  “Friendship”  to 
Elizabeth  I.  &  Marthas  Vineyard. 


Tarpolan  Cove  June  18th.  1776 

Have  Removed  the  Four  piece  of  Cannon  from  Truro  to  the 
Elizabeth  Island,  I  am  bound  in  Duty  to  let  you  know  ther  is  no 
use  for  them  without  Ball,  Ladles  etc.  which  Render  them  fit  for 
use  —  Whereas  if  they  were  Supplyd  with  those  materials  they 
would  be  of  uncommon  advantage  toward  protecting  the  ports 
they  are  Design’d  for  —  Should  your  Honors  Consider  the  Situa¬ 
tion  &  advantage  of  the  ports,  I  doubt  not  but  what  you  would 
allow  send  materials  as  also  Intrenching  tools  which  must  be  used 
for  the  protection  of  said  ports.  Permit  me  also  to  acquaint  your 
Honors  that  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  offer  the  protection  which  is 
necessary  to  the  Islands  westward  of  Tarpolan  Cove  Island  &  the 
Vessels  that  are  continually  passing  without  I  have  at  least  Ten 
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Whale  Boats  —  Therefore  pray  that  some  measure  may  be  taken 
for  the  Provision  of  the  Foregoing. 

Gentlemen  your  most  Devoted 
Humb.  Servant 

Barachiah  Bassett 

In  Council  June  18th.  1776 


Resolution  Concerning  Cannon  at  Tarpaulin  Cove 

In  Council  June  22  1776. 

* 

Whereas  the  four  cannon  mentioned  in  said  Return  are 
proper  for  sea  service,  and  ye  armed  Brigg  belonging  to  this 
Colony  of  Dartmouth  is  in  want  of  ye  same,  and  with  them  can 
proceed  on  a  cruize;  therefore  Resolved  that  Thomas  Durfee 
Esqr  one  of  the  Committee  for  fitting  out  ye  sd  Brigg,  be  and 
hereby  is  empowered,  and  directed  to  cause  ye  sd  cannon  forth¬ 
with  to  be  removed  &  put  on  board  said  Brigg:  and  ye  sd  Com¬ 
mittee  are  also  directed  to  get  ye  sd  Brigg  in  readiness  for  a  cruize 
as  soon  as  may  be.  Also  Resolved  that  in  lieu  of  the  sd  four  Can¬ 
non,  there  be  placed  at  Tarpolin  Cove  Harbour  two  pieces  of 
cannon  nine  pounders,  and  the  Commissary  General  is  hereby 
directed  to  deliver  the  same  to  Mr  Durfee,  or  his  order,  to  be 
conveyed  to  Major  Bassett,  &  also  to  deliver  100  nine  pound  shots 
together  with  ladles  &  the  necessary  apparatus  for  ye  said  two 
Cannon,  and  that  ye  sd  Bassett  cause  the  same  to  be  fited  & 
mounted  as  soon  as  may  be  for  ye  defence  of  sd  Harbour.  And 
it  is  also  Resolved  that  ye  honble  Walter  Spooner  Esqr  be  and 
hereby  is  directed  and  empowered  to  provide  ten  old  whale  boats 
that  are  fit  to  be  used  for  the  protection  of  the  Neighboring  Is¬ 
lands,  &  the  Shipping  coming  in  and  going  out,  and  also  purchase 
twelve  shouvels,  six  spades  and  four  pick  axes  the  same  to  be  for 
the  use  of  sd  Bassett,  and  men  under  his  command  in  ye  service 
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aforesaid,  and  ye  said  Walter  Spooner  Esq  is  directed  to  lay  his 
accompt  before  this  Court  for  payment  thereof. 

Sent  down  for  concurrence 

John  Lowell  Dpt.  Sec^. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  June  22  1776 
Read  &  concurred. 

Dr.  Samuel  Gilson*  (later  called  Gelston)  opened  a  hospital 
on  the  Gravelly  Islands  near  Nantucket,  for  inoculation  against 
the  smallpox.  It  was  one  of  the  early  hospitals  in  this  country  for 
this  treatment.  Gelston  was  a  Tory,  and  on  January  22nd,  1776, 
the  General  Court  voted  that  he  be  put  under  bonds  for  his  dis¬ 
loyal  behavior,  and  he  made  his  escape  to  Rhode  Island.  Being 
subsequently  captured  he  was  brought  back  to  Watertown. 

He  was  described,  as  of  Nantucket,  in  a  handbill  promising  a 
reward  for  his  capture,  “a  short  well  set  man ;  and  had  on  when  he 
went  away  a  reddish  sheepskin  coat,  dressed  with  the  woolside  in¬ 
side  and  a  scarlet  waistcoat.” 

Tarpolan  Cove 
June  18,  1776 

Hon.  Council  of  ye  Massachusetts  Bay 

In  pursuant  of  your  Orders  I  have  sent  Capt  John  Grannis  and 
brought  Dr  Sami.  Gilson  to  the  Elizabeth  Island,  where  he  is  un¬ 
der  the  care  of  my  Party. 

As  to  ye  Schooner  said  Gilson  came  In;  I  have  Taken  Her  and 
sent  her  to  Dartmouth  and  put  her  under  the  care  of  Capt.  Hilyard 
Mayhew  untill  further  Orders  from  your  Honors.  Have  sent  you 
the  Expenses  by  Capt.  Grannis. 

Gentlemen  your  most  Devoted  and  Hum.  Servt. 

Barachiah  Bassett 

*The  son  of  Samuel  Gelston,  Rowland  Gelston,  M.D.,  married  Susan  Jones 
of  Nantucket,  an  aunt  of  Edward  C.  Jones  and  great-great-aunt  of  the  author. 
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Resolution  Concerning  Dr.  Gelston 

Whereas  it  appears  that  Dr  Samuel  Gilson  is  now  in  the  Cus¬ 
tody  of  Barachiah  Bassett  Esq.  at  the  Elizabeth  Island  and  as  he 
appears  to  have  in  Divers  Instances  acted  a  Part  Inimical  to  the 
Liberties  of  this  Colony. 

Be  it  therefore  Resolved  that  the  said  Barachiah  Bassett  Esq. 
be  and  hereby  is  Directed  to  send  the  said  Doctor  Sami.  Gilson 
under  a  Proper  Guard  to  the  Five  Justices  in  the  County  of  Suf¬ 
folk  appointed  a  Court  to  enquire  into  the  conduct  of  Persons 
Suspected  to  be  enemies  to  Liberties  of  this  Colony  Who  are 
hereby  Directed  &  Impowered  to  Examine  into  the  conduct  of  the 
sd.  Doctor  Sami.  Gilson  and  to  proceed  with  him  According  to  the 
directions  of  the  Resolve  appointing  thereon  a  Court  of  Enquiry 
as  aforesaid. 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence 
Tim.  Danielson 
In  Council  July  5,  1776 

In  the  same  month  that  Dr.  Gelston  was  being  held  as  a  pris¬ 
oner  at  Naushon,  Tarpaulin  Cove  had  the  distinction  of  a  visit 
from  the  illustrious  naval  officer,  John  Paul  Jones. 

Journal  of  John  Levett,  U.S.N. 

1774  -  1782 

July  1776  — 

I  was  at  Newport  but  a  few  days  before  I  sailed  again  with 
Captain  Biddle.  On  this  cruise  we  took  several  prizes,  one  of  them 
from  Lord  Dunmore’s  fleet,  a  brig  from  Barbados  bound  to  New¬ 
foundland.  This  prize  I  went  on  board  of  as  master,  and  arrived 
safe  at  Providence.  When  our  cruise  was  out  Capt.  Biddle  went 
to  Philadelphia  and  by  that  means  I  went  on  board  the  sloop 
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Providence,  Captain  Histed  Hacker,  and  I  soon  found  we  were 
to  sail  under  command  of  John  Paul  Jones  Esq. 

We  sailed  in  a  short  time,  and  stopped  in  Tarpaulin  Cove, 
where  we  found  a  small  Privateer  belonging  to  Providence,  com¬ 
manded  I  think  by  Captain  Rhodes.  Com.  Jones  sent  for  me  on 
board  of  his  ship,  late  in  the  day  and  gave  me  orders  to  arm  and 
man  the  barge  on  board  the  Sloop,  and  he  would  have  his  barge 
manned  and  armed  and  sent  alongside  our  sloop,  and  then  we  were 
to  go  ’longside  (the  privateer)  and  while  I  was  examining  the 
ships  articles  I  was  to  give  the  barge  crews  orders  to  press  all  the 
men  they  could.  I  did  so  and  we  pressed  25  men  out  of  35,  and  car¬ 
ried  them  on  a  cruise  on  board  the  Ship  Alfred,  Commander  Jones. 


In  the  autumn  of  1776  the  number  of  troops  was  again  re¬ 
duced.  On  November  16th  Major  Bassett  received  the  following 
notice,  “  .  .  .  and  you  are  ordered  forthwith  to  discharge  from 
the  above  service  the  officers  and  men  stationed  at  the  Elizabeth 
Islands,  excepting  twenty  one  men  including  Lieutenant  Nye  and 
two  sergeants,  and  you  are  directed  to  designate  the  Persons  to 
be  retained  still  in  the  service  agreable  to  the  above  order;  after 
which  you  are  to  look  upon  yourselves  as  discharged  from  the 
Military  service  you  have  been  engaged  in  at  said  Marthas  Vine¬ 
yard  and  Elizabeth  Islands.” 

During  the  war  several  distinct  raids  took  place  upon  Naushon. 
The  first,  that  of  Captain  Linzey,  has  been  already  described ;  the 
second,  under  Captains  Macartney  and  Fielding,  on  December 
7th,  1776,  both  of  these  followed  by  a  temporary  increase  in  the 
number  of  men  stationed  at  Tarpaulin ;  the  third  and  fourth  con¬ 
ducted  by  Captain  Coore  of  the  5th  Grenadiers ;  and  finally  a  small 
raid  incidental  to  the  expedition  against  Falmouth  on  April  7th, 
1779. 
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John  Macartney,  H.M.S.  Ambuscade,  to  Sir  Peter  Parker 
12  Dec.  1770 

Captain  Feilding  on  board,  His  Majesty’s  Frigate  the  Dia¬ 
mond,  with  His  Majesty’s  Frigate  the  Ambuscade  under  my  Com¬ 
mand,  being  at  Anchor  in  Martha’s  Vineyard  Sound,  lying  there  to 
intercept  the  Rebel  Privateers  from  getting  out  from  Rhode  Is¬ 
land.  On  Saturday  7th.  Instant  Captain  Feilding  the  Senior  Offi¬ 
cer,  sent  his  Barge  on  shore  to  Nashawn  Island  with  a  Flag  of 
Truce  intending  to  purchase  fresh  stock  for  his  people ;  but  to  our 
very  great  Suprize  about  10  or  12  of  the  Rebels,  against  the  Laws  of 
God  and  Man,  fired  at  the  Boat  and  shot  the  Gunner  through  the 
Head,  but  did  not  kill  him.  Captain  Feilding  very  justly  enraged 
at  this,  ordered  me  to  send  all  the  Boats  manned  and  armed,  with 
the  whole  Party  of  Marines,  which  was  immediately  complied 
with,  under  the  Command  of  Lieut.  Patrick  Sinclair  2nd.  Lieu¬ 
tenant  of  the  Ship,  Lieutenants  Anderson  and  Gregg  of  the  Ma¬ 
rines,  who  all  repaired  on  board  the  Diamond  which  weighed  and 
stood  clear  in  Shore;  and  after  firing  some  of  the  great  Guns  to 
Scour  the  Beach,  sent  her  own  and  Ambuscade3 s  men  on  shore  to 
the  Number  of  between  130  and  140;  who  after  making  their 
Landing  good  amidst  a  very  galling,  straggling  Firing  from  be¬ 
hind  Rocks,  Walls  etc.  drove  all  the  Rebels,  now  grown  pretty 
numerous,  from  off  the  Island  into  some  small  vessels  on  the  other 
Side  with  the  loss  of  4  or  5  of  their  Men  killed.  Their  villianous 
Conduct  in  firing  at  a  Flag  of  Truce  intitled  them  now  to  all  the 
Horrors  of  Rebellion,  which  was  immediately  put  into  Execution 

i 

by  setting  Fire  to  every  thing  that  would  burn,  so  that  neither 
House,  Barn,  Hay  nor  Indian  Corn  that  could  be  met  with  escaped 
the  Flames,  nor  did  the  live  Stock  share  a  better  Fate  for  what 
could  not  be  carried  off  was  Shot.  All  this  was  done  in  a  Few 
Hours  with  only  the  Loss  of  one  Marine  killed  belonging  to  the 
Diamond  and  two  Marines  slightly  wounded  belonging  to  the 
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Ambuscade.  Our  Success,  Sir,  will  shew  the  Conduct  and  Courage 
of  the  Officers  &  Men  etc. 

Lord  Howe  to  Sir  Peter  Parker 

December  22nd,  1776 

From  the  “Eagle,”  New  York. 

It  is  with  much  concern  that  I  have  been  advised  from  the  Con¬ 
tents  of  Captain  Macartney’s  Letter  of  the  necessity  Captain 
Fielding  deemed  himself  under  to  resent  the  Insult  offered  to  the 
Flag  of  Truce  he  sent  to  Nashawn  Island,  in  the  manner  therein 
stated.  If  the  Inhabitants  were  conscious  of  the  Deference  paid  by 
all  civilized  Nations  to  an  Intercourse  proffered  under  the  Sanc¬ 
tion  of  a  Flag  of  Truce,  they  certainly  merited  the  severest  Treat¬ 
ment.  But  as  I  rather  suppose  they  are  of  a  Class  wholly  unin¬ 
formed  in  such  Distinctions,  I  much  wish  that  other  expedients 
had  been  taken  to  apprize  them  of  their  Misconduct,  and  that  Ex¬ 
tremities,  which  could  have  no  immediate  advantage  to  the  King’s 
Service  attending  them,  had  been  at  least  postponed. 

Nevertheless  as  things  are  now  circumstanced  it  becomes  nec¬ 
essary  that  the  motives  for  proceeding  to  such  severities,  should  be 
made  generally  known  Lest  an  impression  be  made  should  be 
taken  of  the  King’s  intentions  with  regard  to  the  ignorant  and  mis¬ 
guided  part  of  his  disaffected  Subjects,  different  from  His  Maj¬ 
esty’s  most  gracious  purpose  in  such  respects. 

You  are  therefore  requested  to  use  every  seasonable  means, 
for  making  those  motives  generally  known.  And  if  the  Circulation 
thereof  can  be  advanced  through  the  Channels  of  any  intercourse 
which  the  Inhabitants  of  Block  Island  may  probably  hold  with 
those  of  the  Elizabeth  Islands,  and  of  the  adjacent  Coasts  of  the 
Continent,  it  is  my  earnest  desire  that  it  be  made  an  object  of  par¬ 
ticular  attention  and  every  requisite  facility  given  to  promote  it. 

Among  the  Colonial  papers  appears  no  reference  to  this  in¬ 
cident,  but  there  is  an  immediate  increase  in  defensive  measures. 
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Dec.  15,  1776 

To  Capt.  Elisha  Nye ; 

Sir; 

You  are  hereby  empowered  and  directed  immediately  to  en¬ 
list  a  company  of  Men  to  consist  of  Sixty  eight  Men  Officers  in¬ 
cluded  on  the  Seacoast  Establishment  for  the  defense  of  the  Eliz¬ 
abeth  Islands  as  soon  as  possible  which  Company  of  men  when 
enlisted  are  to  be  stationed  at  Naushon  and  to  obey  you  as  their 
Captain. 

On  motion  ordered  that  Thomas  Jones  be  appointed  Commis¬ 
sary  for  supplying  with  provisions  &  necessaries  the  two  company s 
to  be  raised  and  stationed  on  the  Elizabeth  Islands,  as  also  any 
militia  that  shall  be  called  in  on  an  alarm  for  the  defense  of  said 
Islands. 

Council  Chamber 

Boston  Dec.  17,  1776 

To  the  Honorable  the  Council  of  the  State  of  the 
Massachusetts  Bay 
Gentlemen  — 

You  may  remember  that  you  gave  orders  for  raising  Two  Com- 
panys.  To  be  Stationed  on  Nashone  the  Capts.  have  Both  Ben 
with  me  [some  time]  and  say  they  cannot  enlist  any  men  By  Rea¬ 
son  of  the  Wages  Being  so  Low.  I  have  Been  endeavoring  to  for¬ 
ward  the  mater  But  find  that  to  be  the  universal  Complaint  .  .  . 
if  your  Honors  are  so  pleased  to  give  any  further  orders  about  the 
Mater  I  shall  endeavor  to  Conduct  .  .  .  Agreable  their  to. 

I  am  yours 

to  Serve  Joseph  Dimuck 
1777 

State  of  Massachusetts  Bay 
In  the  House  of  Represent.  Janry  1,  1777 
Resolved  that  the  Militia  officers  of  the  Town  of  Falmouth  in  the 
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Co.  of  Barnstable  be  and  are  hereby  directed  to  detach  from  the 
Several  Companys  in  that  Town  twenty-five  able  bodied  men  in¬ 
cluding  one  Lieut,  two  Sergents  and  two  Corporals  which  offices 
shall  be  appointed  by  the  above  military  officers  out  of  those  same 
ranks  in  the  .  .  .  Companys.  Which  men  so  raised  shall  be  .  .  . 
stationed  at  the  Island  of  Nawshawn  for  the  Defence  of  the  Har¬ 
bour  of  Tarpolin  Cove  there  to  remain  for  .  .  .  two  months  un¬ 
less  sooner  releived.  .  .  .  To  be  upon  the  same  establishment  and 
receive  the  same  pay  as  the  four  Independant  Companies  now  sta¬ 
tioned  at  Hull  near  Boston,  and  it  is  further  resolved  that  the  re¬ 
solve  of  this  Court  of  the  eleventh  Day  of  December  last  &  the 
order  of  Council  of  15th.  Day  of  December  last  for  raising  Com¬ 
panys  for  the  Defense  of  said  Island  be  and  hereby  is  repealed  and 
that  the  order  be  recalled. 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence 

Sam.  Freeman,  Speaker 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  January  18,  1777 
The  House  made  choice  of  Benoni  Nickerson  to  be  Commissary 
for  the  men  Stationed  at  Elizabeth  Islands. 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence 
Sam.  Freeman,  Speaker 

In  Council  Jan.  18,  1777 


Tarrpoland  Cove  Island 
March  ye  31,  1777 

Gentn 

As  you  have  seen  fitt  to  Appoint  me  to  ye  Command  of  a  Com¬ 
pany  Stationed  hear  I  think  it  my  Duty  to  inform  Your  Honners 
that  I  Rased  the  Company  soon  after  I  Reed,  your  orders  there 
for,  and  I  took  my  station.  I  also  think  it  my  Duty  to  inform  your 
Honners  What  Military  stores  I  Reed,  from  Majr  Dimuck  which 
are  as  follows  20  rounds  in  Cartriges  a  man,  45  lb-  powder,  122  Ib- 
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Lead  in  Balls,  140  flints,  2  cannon  9  pounders  with  all  ye  appera- 
tus  Compleat,  85  shott  22  Cartriges  of  Powder  fitt  for  ye  same  and 
as  there  is  not  a  proportion  of  Powder  for  ye  cannon  balls  I  humbly 
think  it  will  be  best  that  there  be  ordered  a  further  Supply  of  Pow¬ 
der  for  ye  Cannon  as  without  them  I  shant  be  able  to  keep  ye  Har¬ 
bour  there  having  been  several  attempts  made  by  ye  Enemy  to  Ly 
in  ye  Harbour  which  would  cut  off  all  communication  from  Dart¬ 
mouth  ye  Vineyard  from  ye  main  that  Vessells  cannot  pass,  but  by 
ye  help  of  ye  Cannon  I  have  been  able  to  keep  them  out  and  make 
no  Dout  shall  be  able  to  keep  ye  Harbour  clear,  if  not  overpowered 
by  a  Number  of  Ships,  Your  Honners  will  observe  that  63  at  least 
Cartriges  of  Powder  for  ye  Cannon  is  wanting  and  I  humbly  pray 
that  yr  Honners  will  order  into  ye  hands  of  Mr  Benoni  Nickerson 
appointed  Commissary  for  ye  Company  what  is  wanting  or  as  your 
Honners  shall  otherways  think  fitt.  I  remain  With  Great  Respect 
your  Faithful  Servant, 

Elisha  Nye 

To  ye  Honble  Council  of  ye  State 
of  ye  Mass.  Bay 


Ordered  .  .  .  That  Col.  Crafts  deliver  Elisha  Nye,  Captain  of 
the  Sea  Coast  Company  stationed  at  Tarpaulin  Cove,  sixty  three 
nine  pound  cartridges  filled. 

Board  of  War  Orders. 


Whereas  Benoni  Nickerson  Commissary  to  a  Company  stationed 
at  Tarpaulin  Cove  on  Nooshan  Island  under  the  Command  of 
Capt.  Elisha  Nye  have  petitioned  this  Court  for  forty  barrels  of 
flour,  six  barrels  of  beef  and  one  hoghd.  of  molasses.  Resolved 
that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  be  so  far  granted  on  that  the  board 
of  war  be  directed  to  deliver  to  sd.  Nickerson  forty  barrels  of  flour 
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and  six  barrels  of  beef  for  the  use  of  said  Company  he  to  be  ac¬ 
countable  to  this  Court  for  the  expenditure  of  the  same. 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence 
A.  W.  Paine  Speaker 

In  Council  July  1, 1777 


1778 

Falmouth  Jan.  ye  12th.  1778 

Dear  Sir; 

I  would  inform  you  by  what  means  the  ammunition  got  dam¬ 
aged  in  bringing  it  from  the  Island.  I  sea  it  all  put  in  the  Boat  in 
good  order  and  put  it  in  the  care  of  Lieutenant  Silas  Hatch  and 
one  of  the  Sargents  to  bring  of  which  I  thought  would  take  the 
same  Care  as  if  I  Had  Ben  there  my  Self.  But  the  Boat  Sprang 
a  Leak  and  By  their  Carlessness  they  Let  the  powder  stand  in 
the  water  and  got  it  wet.  The  Excuse  they  made  when  they  Had 
got  to  woodshole  was  they  Had  nothing  to  Bale  water  with  which 
was  not  so,  for  they  had  pots  and  kettles  and  men  enough  in  the 
Boats  to  Keep  her  free  from  water  if  they  would.  I  took  all  the 
pains  I  could  to  get  it  off  in  good  order.  But  the  misfortune  is 
happened  and  must  Leve  you  to  Jugg  where  the  Blame  Lyes. 
Likewise  I  would  inform  you  one  of  the  boxes  of  Common  Cart¬ 
ridges  that  was  sent  up  Last  Spring  [  ]  have  reed,  which 

Lyes  in  Commissary  Nickersons  [ 

I  am  your  most  obt.  Serv. 

Elisha  Nye 

The  British  Logs  once  more  show  that  Nye  and  his  Company 
were  not  allowed  to  slumber  at  their  post. 

At  some  time  during  the  spring  the  Company  was  withdrawn, 
except  for  a  handful  of  men,  and  Nye’s  command  devolved  upon 
Lieutenant  Fish. 
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Admiralty  Records 
Haerlam  Sloop,  John  Ford,  Master. 

Jan.  16th,  1778 

At  4  come  to  in  Tarpaulin  Cove  in  3|  fathoms  water,  veered  to 
1/3  of  a  cable,  the  West  Point  of  the  Cove  S.W.,  the  East  Point 
E.N.E.  to  a  fort  at  the  head  of  the  Cove. 

Sat.  31st  Jan.  1778 

1  P.M.  weigh’d  and  came  to  sail.  Employed  working  to  the 
westward  in  the  Vineyard  Sound.  At  4  past  Tarpaulin  Cove, 
the  Rebels  fired  a  shot  at  us  from  their  fort  in  the  Cove. 

Sat.  28th  March  1778 

At  J  past  5  came  to  off  the  Elizabeth  Island. 

H.M.S.  Unicorn,  John  Ford,  Commander. 

Wed.  April  22nd,  1778 

Moderate  and  fair,  latter  fresh  gales  &  hazey  at  10  A.M.  hove 
short  on  the  Bt.  Br.  [best  bower]  att  11  weighed  and  came  to  sail 
at  Hd.  of  Tarpowling  Cove. 

Friday  24  April 

Gay  Head  S.W.,  Tarpowling  Cove  N.E.b  E. 

Sunday  May  3d. 

Back’t  and  fill’d  into  Buzzards  Bay.  At  6  saw  the  Harlem  to  the 
Eastward,  fired  a  gun  &  made  the  signal  for  the  Harlem  to  Joine 
Company. 

Monday,  May  4th. 

Still  in  Buzzards  Bay,  2  leagues  from  Katty  Hunk  on  the  S.W. 
Tuesday  May  5th. 

Moderate  and  fair  weather,  sent  the  Boats  man’d  and  Armed 
in  chace  of  a  Schooner  which  they  drave  on  shore  and  set  her  on 
fire,  at  Noon  ye  boats  returned.  Joined  company  with  the 
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Sphinx  &  Harlem  Sloop  &  2  transports  with  troops  from  Rhode 

Island. 

Wed.  May  6th. 

Veered  to  1/3  of  a  cable.  Robertsons  Hole  S.b  E.  Hist.  3  miles. 

This  letter  from  Joseph  Nye  shows  that  trouble  was  expected. 

Sandwich  May  3,  1778 

May  it  please  your  Hons 

Lieut.  Fish  who  commands  the  Guard  on  The  Elizabeth  I. 
has  this  moment  informed  me  of  the  following  disagreable  piece 
of  intelligence  Viz;  On  the  1st.  instant  one  of  the  Enemies  ships 
and  two  or  three  armed  Vessels  arrived  there  and  made  a  demand 
of  the  Stock  on  sd  Island  upon  being  refused  landed  a  party  of  men 
and  were  Collecting  the  Sheep  on  one  of  the  Outer  Islands  in  order 
to  [carry  them]  off  as  this  was  the  very  day  the  five  men’s  time 
expired,  who  were  stationed  there,  and  after  having  sent  in  vain 
for  assistance  from  the  Militia  of  Falmouth  he  was  put  to  the  dis¬ 
agreable  Necessity  of  Abandoning  the  Fort,  after  removing 
Everything  in  it  but  the  Cannon  and  as  there  is  now  no  force  upon 
the  Island,  the  Enemy  will  undoubtly  effect  their  design;  he 
desires  me  further  to  inform  your  Honrs  that  at  the  time  of  the 
Enemies  landing  he  had  but  five  men  with  him  One  of  whom  had 
just  broke  out  with  the  Small  Pox  and  as  he  finds  it  impossible  to 
engage  a  sufficient  number  of  men  to  defend  sd.  Island.  Begs  your 
Honors  to  dismiss  him  from  the  Service  &  to  take  such  Order 
thereon  as  you  in  your  wisdom  shall  think  fit. 

I  remain  Yr.  Hon.  most  Obt.  Servant 
Joseph  Nye 

The  increasing  activity  of  the  British  vessels  gave  warning  of 
their  hostile  intentions.  The  Cove  was  left  defenceless,  and  now 
in  May,  1778,  came  a  devastating  descent  upon  the  island.  The 
troops  made  practically  a  clean  sweep  of  all  the  stock. 
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In  addition  to  the  Admiralty  Logs  which  give  a  resume  of  the 
movements  of  the  British  vessels,  there  are  three  quite  detailed 
descriptions ;  one  from  the  diary  of  a  Hessian  Officer,  thought  to 
be  Colonel  Friedrich  von  der  Malsburg;  another  from  the  diary  of 
a  British  (or  Scottish)  officer,  Frederick  Mackenzie;  and  the  third 
from  the  pen  of  the  Nonamesset  farmer,  Samuel  Robinson,  whose 
father,  Paul,  often  recounted  to  him  the  story  of  the  raid.  It  is 
probably  Paul  Robinson  who  is  described  as  the  Quaker  farmer 
of  Nonamesset. 


Admirals  Dispatches 

Sept.  11th.  1778 

Ships  employed  in  co-operating  with  a  Corps  of  Troops  in  the 
Neighbourhood  of  Buzzards  Bay. 


Carysfort 

28  guns  200  men 

Capt.  F anshawe 

Fowey 

20  guns  160  men 

“  Henry 

Rose 

“  Reid 

Camilla 

“  Collins 

Zebra 

16  guns  125  men 

“  Colins 

Scorpion 

“  Browne 

Swan 

Diligent 

Comet 

Dependence 

Cornwallis 

Crane 


Lieut.  Totty 
Capt.  Farnham 

Lieut.  Robertson 
Spry 


Haerlem  Sloop,  John  Knight,  Master. 

Wed.  May  6th.  1778. 

At  1  the  Unicorn  in  Buzzards  Bay  made  our  signal  to  join  Com¬ 
pany,  set  studding  sails,  at  3  hove  too  under  the  Unicorn  s  stern, 
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^  Past  made  the  Signal  for  the  Convoy  to  make  sail,  at  8  came 
too  Robinsons  Hole  S.b  E.  lj  Miles.  At  12  weighed,  Tender  in 
Cove  working  to  the  Eastward  sd  [sounded]  occasionally,  at  8 
joined  the  Unicorn,  Sphyncc  &  Convoy  and  led  them  to  the  place 
for  Landing  within  the  Wapeckers  Island  and  Anchored  in  7 
fathoms.  At  9  the  Troops  Landed  on  Nashawn  Island,  at  Noon 
sailed  hence  the  Unicorn  &  Convoy. 


H.M.S.  Sphyncc,  Joseph  Lancaster,  Master. 

Wed.  May  6th.  1778. 

North  of  the  Wepeckett  Islands  N.N.W.,  the  East  end  of 
Nashawn  E.S.E.  Boats  employ’d  landing  troops  from  the 
Transports.  At  half  past  11  the  Unicorn  weigh’d,  ran  to  the 
westward  &  Anchor’d  off  Robinson’s  Hole. 


H.M.S.  Unicorn,  John  Ford,  Commander. 

Thursday  May  7th. 

With  the  2  transports  in  company  was  joined  by  the  Sphyncc,  the 
boats  taking  off  Stock  from  Nashon  Island. 

Friday  8th. 

Joined  by  the  Harlem  Sloop  the  Sphyncc  &  2  transports  set  sail 
for  Rhode  Island. 


H.M.S.  Sphyncc,  Joseph  Lancaster,  Master. 

Tuesday  May  12. 

At  9  weigh’d  and  came  to  sail,  two  transports  and  three  sloops 
in  Company  running  out  of  Martha’s  Vineyard  Sound. 

Sunday  May  17th.  1778. 

Anchored  off  Nashawenna  Harbour  &  found  the  Unicorn  & 
Harlem  there. 
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Haerlem  Sloop,  John  Knight,  Master. 

Wed.  May  20th.  1778. 

\  past  Noon  Anchored  in  Tarpaulin  Cove  in  2J  fathoms  at  1 
Anchored  the  Unicorn.  Landed  the  Marines  &  Sailors  &  Burnt 
the  Rebel  Barracks  and  dismounted  the  guns  in  the  fort,  at  3 
the  Marines  &c.  came  off  weigh’d  &  work’d  to  the  Westward. 

H.M.S.  Unicorn,  John  Ford,  Commander. 

Wed.  May  20th.  1778. 

Moored  in  Quix  Hole.  Fresh  breezes  &  hazy  at  1  P.M.  come 
too  in  4  fathoms  of  water  in  Tarpolin  Cove.  Sent  the  Boats 
Man’d  and  Armed  on  shore  to  Disstray  the  Barricks  &  Fort. 
The  Boats  returned  weighed  &  cam  to  sail.  Returned  to  Quix 
Hole. 

1775  - 1780 

“A  Hundred  Years  Ago” 

Under  this  title  the  Darmstadt  Allgemeine  Militar  Zeitung 
published,  recently,  extracts  from  the  manuscript  journal  of  a 
Hessian  officer  who  served  in  this  country  during  the  Revolution. 
.  .  .  Though  the  writer’s  name  does  not  appear  in  the  manuscript, 
yet  it  is  believed  to  be  the  work  of  Captain,  afterwards  Lieut.  Col¬ 
onel  Friedrick  von  der  Malsburg  of  the  Hessian  regiment  Von 
Ditfurth.  ...  Of  the  other  portions  nothing  is  of  yet  known, 
though  it  is  to  be  hoped  they  also  will  be  discovered  and  the  whole 
journal  will  be  published.  .  .  . 

Tuesday,  May  5 ;  At  five  o’clock  in  the  morning,  the  weather 
being  very  fine  and  the  wind  west  northwest,  the  fleet  set  sail ;  we 
followed  the  sloop  Harlem,  a  transport  and  four  small  vessels  fol¬ 
lowed  us,  and  the  Sphynoc,  a  20  gun  ship,  brought  up  the  rear,  the 
sloop  having  fourteen  guns.  About  8  o’clock  the  Beaver  Tail  light 
was  passed,  and  when  we  reached  the  open  sea  the  captain  ( of  the 
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Sphynx)  opened  the  orders,  from  which  we  found  we  were  to  sail  to 
the  Elizabeth  islands  in  Massasuchets.  As  we  passed  the  eastern 
coast  of  Rhode  Island  there  met  us  six  ships  from  New  York 
under  convoy  of  the  frigate  Swan.  Towards  11  we  saw  the  point 
of  Ponny  Ganset  and  the  town  of  Bedford,  where  were  some  boats. 
About  one  we  passed  the  islands  Cuttehank,  Pennakeas,  Nasha- 
winna,  Peshtemet,  Nawshon  and  Nonnamiset.  Here  we  saw  a 
large  ship,  and  with  the  idea  that  it  was  an  enemy  we  prepared  for 
action,  but  when  we  came  nearer  we  found  that  it  was  the  frigate 
Union,  which,  awaiting  us  lay  at  anchor  here.  The  wind  was  now 
contrary,  yet  we  kept  on,  and  at  2  passed  the  Union.  Her  Com¬ 
mander,  Captain  Ford,  now  our  commodore,  advised  us  in  passing, 
since  the  wind  was  so  unfavorable,  to  come  to  anchor.  Nevertheless 
we  cruised  about  in  Puxaurds  Bay  and  when  opposite  Bedford  we 
came  too  near  a  hostile  battery,  and  they  fired  on  us ;  the  distance 
was  too  great,  however,  for  them  to  injure  us;  and  then  we  heard 
in  the  neighborhood  many  alarm  shots.  In  the  evening  at  7  o’clock 
we  came  to  anchor  off  Nawshon.  Captain  Coore  of  the  British 
Grenadiers  informed  us  that  we  should  land  on  this  island  at  six 
o’clock  in  the  morning. 

Wednesday,  May  6 ;  The  sentry  on  deck  reported  this  morning 
that  he  had  seen  various  fires  during  the  night  on  the  island,  which 
made  us  think  that  we  might  perhaps  meet  a  powerful  enemy.  At 
six  o’clock  a  signal  was  given  to  set  sail.  We  cruised  along  the 
island  to  the  western  side,  where  the  frigates  Union  and  Sphynx 
and  the  sloop  Harlem  lay  at  anchor;  here  we  anchored  also,  whilst 
the  armed  sloop  guarded  the  eastern  side.  At  half  past  seven  the 
commodore  sent  for  the  captains  of  the  transports,  who  at  their 
return  brought  with  them  the  orders  that  in  case  of  necessity  the 
sailors  should  be  armed  to  fight  with  us.  These  orders  were  imme¬ 
diately  made  known  to  them.  At  eight  the  signal  was  given  for 
landing,  and  the  boats  were  launched.  Meanwhile  a  man  with  a 
white  flag  appeared  upon  the  shore  and  was  taken  by  one  of  the 
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boats  of  the  Sphynx  to  the  commodore.  He  brought  the  news  that 
the  enemy,  150  in  number,  had  left  the  island  a  week  before,  at 
which  time  the  news  of  our  expedition  had  reached  them.  He,  to¬ 
gether  with  three  others,  were  the  inhabitants  of  this  island.  These 
were  tenants  of  Mr  Ried,  a  member  of  the  Congress  at  Boston,  but 
his  farm,  with  everything  upon  it  was  his  own.  Through  the  whole 
war  he  had  been,  as  a  Quaker,  a  friend  of  the  government,  and,  ac¬ 
cordingly,  commended  himself  to  his  Majesty’s  grace  and  our  pro¬ 
tection.  On  this  the  man  whose  name  was  Robisson,  was  sent  to  shore 
and  we  landed  immediately  after.  As  soon  as  we  had  landed  the 
chasseurs  were  deployed  on  both  wings,  I  having  the  right  and 
Lieutenant  Murarius  the  left  wing,  and  the  flank  company  being 
in  the  center.  Each  company  had  detailed  twenty  men,  who  left 
their  weapons  on  shipboard,  to  drive  the  cattle  behind  us.  In  this 
manner  the  troops  stretched  across  the  island,  which  is  perhaps 
an  hour  ( about  two  miles )  in  breadth,  and  marched  through  under¬ 
growth  and  woods  about  9  English  miles,  the  length  of  the  island. 
In  the  middle  of  this,  opposite  the  Island  of  Martha’s  Vineyard, 
which  is  seperated  from  this  island  by  a  channel  two  miles  broad, 
we  found  two  batteries,  the  one  with  two  and  the  other  with  three 
twelve  pounders.  As  we  approached,  an  inhabitant  came  towards 
us  whose  house  was  not  far  off.  He  held  a  white  cloth  fastened  on 
a  stick  as  a  sign  of  friendship  in  his  hand,  and  had  a  little  girl  of 
perhaps  eight  years  with  him,  who  held  in  her  left  hand  an  egg  as 
a  token  of  confidence  and  innocence;  and  on  our  accepting  this 
held  out  the  right  with  a  kiss.  He  commended  himself  as  a  friend 
of  his  king  to  my  protection,  which  I  promised  him.  Near  this 
battery  were  barracks  for  three  hundred  men  built,  and  not  far 
from  this  were  two  other  buildings  in  which  were  some  casks  of  the 
finest  powder  and  salt  which  the  enemy  had  manufactured  on  the 
island,  and  which  were  immediately  burned.  A  house  standing 
nearby,  in  which  a  man  lay  sick  with  the  smallpox,  an  attendant 
being  with  him  was  left  untouched.  All  the  captured  cattle  were 
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driven  to  a  meadow  to  the  west  of  this  battery  and  left  under  a 
guard.  We  followed  our  course  to  the  extreme  eastern  point  of 
the  island,  where  the  previously  mentioned  Robisson  had  his  house. 
Nashavinna  lies  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  channel.  Here  we 
came  across  some  deer  in  the  undergrowth,  and  a  corporal  of  my 
company  shot  one  of  them.  By  four  o’clock  in  the  afternoon  the 
island  had  been  thoroughly  searched  without  meeting  an  enemy. 
We  officers  dined  at  the  house  of  Robisson,  and  in  the  evening  went 
on  board  ship  with  our  soldiers  [at]  Aliquumvisit,  a  harbor  not  far 
from  Falmouth  to  the  southeast  of  this  island,  a  ship  of  300  tons 
was  burned  by  the  sloop  Harlem. 

Thursday,  May  7 ;  At  seven  o’clock  the  commodore  gave  the  sig¬ 
nal  for  the  landing  again  of  the  troops.  We  landed  an  hour  after 
at  the  southern  point  of  the  island,  where  yesterday  the  frigates 
and  transports  had  laid  at  anchor.  Lieutenant  Murarius  was  de¬ 
tailed  with  some  chasseurs  and  some  of  the  flank  companies  to 
drive  the  cattle  to  Robisson’s  house.  The  flank  companies  mean¬ 
while  traversed  the  island  once  more  in  order  to  drive  in  any  cattle 
which  had  been  overlooked,  and  I  was  rowed  over  to  Pesktenset.  At 
my  return,  Lieutenant  Murarius  came  with  the  cattle  to  the  desig¬ 
nated  place,  and  the  boats  being  prepared  for  shipping,  the  sheep 
were  first  taken  on  board.  At  4  P.M.  the  flank  companies  returned 
without  any  more  cattle.  I  dined  on  board  the  Union.  In  the  eve¬ 
ning  after  all  the  sheep,  900  in  number,  had  been  shipped,  the 
troops  went  on  board. 

Friday,  May  8 ;  With  the  break  of  day  a  signal  was  made  to  ship 
the  cattle  of  which  there  were  80,  and  having  finished  the  task  by 
9  o’clock,  we  set  sail  at  10  o’clock  in  a  thick  fog  under  convoy  of  the 
frigate  Sphyncv  for  Rhode  Island.  We  came  to  anchor  on  the 
eastern  side  of  Seconnets  Point  at  Sachneesals  Nek,  near  the  King¬ 
fisher ;  the  boats  were  immediately  made  ready  for  disembarking 
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the  soldiers  and  the  cattle  and  I  came  about  11  o’clock  at  night  to 
Newport.  The  native  Robisson  was  payed  cash  for  his  cattle. 

Boston  Daily  Advertiser 
Oct.  4th.  1878 

1778 

Frederick  Mackenzie’s  Diary 

9th.  May.  Fine  weather.  Wind  N.W. 

The  transports  from  the  Elizabeth  Islands  arrived  last  night  in 
the  Seconnet  passage.  The  troops  have  been  very  successful  and 
met  with  no  opposition.  The  two  transports  have  brought  884 
Sheep  and  Lambs.  —  150  of  them  were  bought  from  such  of  the 
Inhabitants  as  were  well  affected  and  willing  to  sell  them.  The 
rest,  being  the  property  of  noted  Rebels,  were  taken  without  pay¬ 
ment.  The  party  has  also  secured  about  1000  more  sheep  and 
lambs  on  a  small  Island  under  protection  of  the  Unicorn,  until  the 
transports  can  return  for  them.  The  whole  were  taken  from 
Nashawn  Island,  which  is  the  largest  of  the  Elizabeth  Islands, 
about  10  miles  long  and  4  miles  broad,  and  it  lies  nearest  to  the 
Main.  A  Company  of  Rebels  were  posted  upon  it,  but  they  retired 
upon  the  appearance  of  our  fleet.  Our  people  burned  the  Barracks 
they  had  occupied,  and  destroyed  two  pieces  of  Cannon.  Captain 
Coore  of  the  54th.  Grenadiers  Commanded  the  party.  The  Sheep 
were  landed  this  day  at  Sachawest  point,  and  the  troops  returned 
to  town.  A  party  of  an  officer  and  40  men  embarked  on  board  the 
Transports  this  day,  and  they  are  to  return  immediately  for  the 
remainder  of  the  Sheep. 

11th.  May.  Fine  weather.  Wind  S.W. 

It  is  still  unknown  here  what  became  of  the  Providence,  Rebel 
Frigate  which  escaped  out  of  this  port  by  the  Narragansett  pas¬ 
sage  the  night  of  the  30th.  of  April.  There  was  no  account  of  her 
at  New  London  the  8th.  nor  at  Boston  the  6th.  instant.  The  of- 
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ficers  of  the  Lark  are  of  the  opinion  she  suffered  a  good  deal  from 
their  fire. 

12th.  May.  Very  Fine  Day.  Wind  N.  in  the  morning  and  S. 
after  1  o’clock. 

Came  into  the  Seconnet  passage,  the  Sphynoc,  with  the  Transports 
and  other  vessels  from  the  Elizabeth  Islands,  having  about  900 
Sheep  and  lambs  on  board,  which  were  immediately  landed  at 
Sachawest  point.  The  Sheep  and  Lambs  which  were  brought  in  on 
the  9th.  Instant  were  divided  this  day,  half  of  them  were  given  to 
the  Navy.  The  other  half  were  reserved  for  the  troops  and  the 
Military  hospitals. 

13th.  May.  Fine  weather.  Wind  S. 

The  Haerlem  tender  came  into  the  Seconnet  passage  today  from 
the  Elizabeth  Islands,  having  two  sloops  under  her  Convoy,  with 
about  80  head  of  cattle  on  board. 

16th.  Fine  day.  Wind  S.E.W. 

The  Sphynoc  went  out  of  the  Seconnet  this  morning,  with  several 
vessels  under  Convoy  for  the  Elizabeth  Islands,  to  bring  off  Stock. 

20th.  May.  Fine  weather.  WindE. 

Fog  at  sea  most  of  the  day.  The  Kingfisher  came  around  this  day 
from  the  Seconnet,  and  brought  with  her  the  two  transports  and 
four  sloops  which  have  been  to  the  Elizabeth  Islands  for  Stock. 
The  Kingfisher  is  come  around  to  repair  her  Foremast,  and  is 
replaced  in  that  station  by  the  Sphynoc. 

Many  Cannon  heard  to  the  Eastward  between  ten  this  morning 
and  6  in  the  evening. 

Nathaniel  Freeman  to  the  Council 

To  the  Hon.  Council  of  the  State  of  Mass.  Bay 

May  it  please  your  Honors  to  indulge  me  in  giving  you  a  narration 
of  difficult  and  alarming  situation  of  this  County. 

The  drain  of  our  men  for  sd.  Land  service  hath  been  equal  in 
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proportion  to  perhaps  any  other  County  in  the  State,  as  I  believe 
we  have  as  nearly  completed  our  quota  of  sd  Continental  Army, 
our  supply  of  men  to  sd  Navy  hath  been  very  large  we  have  a  con¬ 
siderable  Number  who  have  been  taken  on  [  ]  voyages  etc. 

some  have  gone  off  k  joined  the  enemy. 

We  have  many  remaining  whose  principles  and  conduct  is  un¬ 
friendly.  We  are  but  a  strip  of  sand  almost  surrounded  by  the  sea 
and  several  commodious  harbours  on  our  shores  within  which  the 
enemys  ship  k  Tenders  have  been  frequently  of  late  particularly 
at  the  mouth  of  Hianis,  in  the  Vineyard  Sound,  at  Tarpolin  Cove 
in  Buzzards  Bay  etc.  they  have  been  sounding  our  Harbours,  and 
up  Buzzards  Bay  k  Warham  river. 

The  6th.  Inst,  we  had  notice  from  Warham  that  Gen.  Sullivan 
had  sent  word  that  a  number  of  sd.  troops  had  embarked  at  New¬ 
port  k  come  this  way,  we  were  likewise  informed  that  4  ships  and 
several  tenders  lay  at  the  mouth  of  Bedford  River  and  it  was  sup¬ 
posed  they  were  designed  to  destroy  that  town.  That  the  militia 
from  Warham  had  marched  to  and  upon  this  I  ordered  sd.  whole 
Regiment  to  be  mustered  k  in  readiness  to  march  to  any  place  that 
should  be  attacked,  in  the  evening  reed,  intelligence  that  about  13 
sail  were  seen  crossing  the  Bay  from  Bedford  towards  Elizabeth 
Island,  supposed  to  be  on  a  sheep  stealing  expedition. 

Our  militia  at  Sandwich  were  got  together  in  due  course  that 
night  and  to  their  honor  turned  out  cheerfully  k  generally,  and 
next  morning  receiving  intelligence  marched  them  to  Falmouth 
which  lies  about  18  miles  distance  from  any  neighboring  town  k 
from  Sandwich,  we  apprehending  the  designs  of  the  enemy  were 
to  strip  the  Islands  of  the  Stock  &  destroy  the  salt  works  along  the 
shoar,  as  we  have  undoubted  accounts  they  have  accomplished  k 
in  some  places  westward  (executed)  and  perhaps  of  their  burning 
some  houses  in  F almouth. 

When  we  arrived  at  Falmouth  we  found  that  16  or  17  sail  of 
men  of  war,  Transports  k  Tenders  were  at  Quixes  Hole  k  round 
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the  Island,  that  they  landed  400  men  and  were  taking  off  the  Stock. 
We  had  about  200  of  the  militia  and  had  it  in  contemplation  to  go 
on  upon  the  Island  &  prevent  their  taking  the  Stock  etc.  but  we 
sent  on  upon  Nonnamessett  Island  and  obtained  the  following  in¬ 
telligence  Viz;  that  they  landed  1000  or  800  men  at  least  upon  the 
Island  and  drove  all  off  from  one  end  to  the  other,  both  sheep,  cat¬ 
tle,  horses,  poultry  some  Venison  and  had  got  most  or  all  aboard, 
and  if  not,  had  got  them  in  Pound  at  the  West  End  of  the  Island, 
but  that  it  was  supposed  they  were  aboard  &  the  most  the  sd  fleet 
sailed  for  Newport.  That  they  had  burned  the  new  and  old  Bar¬ 
racks,  robbd.  the  few  inhabitants  of  considerable  of  their  household 
stuff,  carried  off  a  quantity  of  Barrelled  Beef  that  belonged  to  Mr 
Read  taken  Mr  John  Nye;  and  that  Capt.  Nye  who  kept  upon  sd 
[skulking]  in  the  wood  was  shot  at  3  times  and  once  or  twice  by  his 
Townsman  Perry  who  had  joined  the  Enemy;  that  Perry’s  vessel 
&  Bowin’s  [  ?  ]  vessel  (both  went  from  Sandwich)  were  in  the  fleet ; 
that  one  Tupper  who  went  from  Sandwich  likewise  was  very 
[busy]  and  full  of  [  ].  Upon  receiving  this  intelligence  and 

finding  we  could  procure  only  2  boats  to  go  on  with  and  there  re¬ 
maining  no  prospect  of  their  committing  any  further  ravages  at 
this  time  we  discharged  the  militia.  But  we  soon  expect  another 
visit  from  them  as  they  were  heard  to  say  it  was  intended  to  destroy 
ye  salt-works  &  they  should  return.  Under  all  these  difficulties 
your  Hon.  must  be  sensible  it  would  be  extremely  injurious  for  us 
to  send  a  number  of  our  men  away  from  defending  their  own 
towns  and  properties,  in  immediate  danger,  to  guard  the  coast  in 
other  places,  in  another  State.  We  are  obliged  to  keep  up  watches 
every  Night  for  an  extent  of  50  miles  at  every  inlet.  I  therefore 
entreat  your  Hon.  that  70  men  raised  for  ye  State  of  Rhode  Island 
may  be  stationed  in  this  County  or  at  ye  Island  if  it  be  found  any¬ 
thing  remains  worth  defending,  or  at  Falmouth  as  that  is  now  be¬ 
come  a  frontier.  If  the  people  are  properly  encouraged  I  have  no 
doubt  they  will  make  a  resolute  stand  before  they  would  surrender 
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any  part  of  ye  County,  but  if  not  I  really  fear  ye  same  spirit  of 
Neutrality  that  hath  in  some  measure  taken  place  at  the  Vineyard 
will  possess  the  minds  of  some  part  of  this  County,  infested  with 
so  many  Tories.  I  beg  your  honors  would  give  some  directions 
relative  hereto  &  Oblige  yr.  Hon.  most  Obt.  Servant. 

N.  Freeman 

P.  S.  I  forgot  to  mention  that  ye  evening  before  we  go  to  Fal¬ 
mouth  the  enemy  sent  a  party  to  Woods  Hole  &  burned  ye  Prize 
ship  that  lay  within  100  yds.  of  the  shoar. 

Dated  at  Falmouth  May  8, 1778 

To  the  Honorable  Council  &  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  State  of  Mass.  Bay. 

The  memorial  of  James  Bowdoin  humbly  sheweth  that  he  is 
owner  of  the  considerable  part  of  the  Islands  Naushon  &  Nona- 
messet  (lying  on  the  Vineyard  Sound)  contiguous  to  the  town  of 
Falmouth  in  ye  County  of  Barnstable;  that  the  enemy  last  year 
visited  those  Islands  and  robbed  them  of  all  their  stock,  excepting 
a  few  breeding  mares  which  happened  to  escape  them,  and  a  few 
creatures  which  were  necessary  for  the  subsistance  of  the  tenants 
viz.  a  pair  of  oxen  between  two  families  &  a  cow  or  two  to  each; 
that  the  enemy  have  several  times  landed  there  and  abused  the 
tenants  and  burned  several  of  their  houses ;  that  for  the  preserva¬ 
tion  of  the  remaining  dwelling  houses  &  other  buildings  it  is  nec¬ 
essary  the  said  tenants  should  continue  on  the  said  Islands ;  that 
one  Capt.  Willis  said  to  be  in  the  Continental  service,  had  been 
there  with  a  detachment  of  men  from  Howlands  Ferry  in  the  State 
of  Rhode  Island  &  taken  from  them  twelve  horses  besides  other 
horses  and  stock  he  had  collected  from  other  Islands ;  that  the  said 
tenants  expected  he  would  return  pursuant  to  his  orders  and  re¬ 
move  them  and  their  families  when  harvesting  should  be  over,  that 
the  consequence  of  such  removal  will  be  the  destruction  of  the 
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remaining  buildings  and  the  loss  of  everything  that  can  be  taken 
away  or  destroyed  and  this  not  only  by  the  enemy  but  by  evil 
minded  people  in  this  State  and  the  State  of  Rhode  Island.  For 
the  Prevention  of  which  your  memorialist  humbly  prays  your 
Honors  to  afford  protection  to  the  said  tenants,  and  that  you  will 
please  to  pass  an  order  for  preventing  their  being  removed,  or 
otherwise  relieve  them  as  your  Honors  shall  think  proper. 

James  Bowdoin 

The  Council  to  N.  Freeman 

State  of  Massachusetts  Bay  Council  Chamber 

May  14,  1778 

The  Council  having  been  informed  that  the  enemy  had  striped 
the  Island  of  N awshon  of  the  greatest  part  of  the  stock  on  the  same ; 
and  that  they  were  hovering  along  the  shore  within  the  limits  of 
your  Brigade  as  though  they  had  it  in  contemplation  to  land  on 
the  main;  and  mark  their  route  with  ruin  and  distruction.  The 
Council  are  of  the  opinion  that  a  little  attention  of  the  good  people 
in  your  Brigade  to  this  Matter  will,  with  the  Blessing  of  Prov¬ 
idence,  be  sufficient  totally  to  disappoint  the  enemy  in  their  in¬ 
human  attempts.  Therefore  you  are  hereby  directed  without  loss 
of  time  to  take  the  most  effectual  measures  to  have  your  Brigade 
equipped  agreeably  to  Law  and  hold  themselves  in  readiness  with 
three  days  provisions  to  march  at  a  moments  warning  to  any  place 
within  the  limits  of  the  same,  on  which  the  enemy  may  make  an  at¬ 
tempt  to  make  a  descent.  Upon  your  or  any  of  the  Field  Officers 
in  your  Brigade,  receiving  authentic  intelligence  of  any  such  at¬ 
tempt  will  immediately  give  the  alarm  &  cause  orders  to  be  issued 
for  the  marching  of  such  and  so  many  men  of  the  respective  reg¬ 
iments  or  of  the  whole  Brigade,  if  you  think  it  necessary  to  effect  a 
defeat  of  the  enemy  in  such  an  attempt  &  secure  the  good  people 
in  that  quarter  of  the  State. 
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If  any  attempt  of  the  kind  should  take  place  you  will  give  the 
earliest  notice  thereof  to  the  board. 

In  the  name  &  by  order  of  the  Council. 

Brigidier  Otis. 

From  May,  1778,  to  the  following  April,  1779,  only  one  item 
of  interest  comes  from  Naushon. 

The  following  order  for  sugar  for  the  entertainment  of  Count 
De  Estaing  gives  color  to  the  legend  that  his  fleet  touched  at  the 
island  and  watered  there,  thus  giving  “the  French  Watering 
Place”  its  present  name.  I  have  been  unable  to  find,  in  records  or 
diaries  telling  of  the  manoeuvres  of  the  French  fleets,  any  mention 
of  the  Elizabeth  Islands,  or  places  upon  them. 

Board  of  War  October  25,  1778 

Ordered;  That  Messers  Bowdoin  &  Reed  be  paid  for  6  loaves  of 
Sugar 

Wth.  68  lb.  @  £12.  40.  16. 

Delivered  Sept.  24th.  for  the  entertainment  of  Count 
De  Estaing. 

In  the  spring  of  1779  came  the  final  raiding  expedition  of  the 
British  upon  Naushon.  The  landing  upon  Nonamesset  was  only 
an  incident  in  the  attack  upon  Falmouth. 

In  1779,  April  2,  a  formidable  fleet  resolved  on  the  destruction 
of  this  town  (Falmouth).  At  a  late  hour  the  night  previous,  a 
marauding  party  from  the  fleet  now  lying  at  Tarpaulin  Cove, 
eluding  the  vigilance  of  our  watch,  landed  from  their  boats,  having 
a  refugee  for  their  conductor,  and  proceeded  from  Woods  Hole  to 
the  farms  of  Messrs.  Ephraim  and  Manassah  Swift.  .  .  .  Return¬ 
ing  to  the  fleet,  it  was  decided  to  move  forward  next  day  and  burn 
the  town.  (Note ;  “  It  is  said  that  the  evening  of  the  2nd.  was  spent 
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by  several  of  the  British  Officers  in  a  frolic  at  the  house  of  one  John 
Slocomb  on  Pesque  Island.  Slocomb  was  a  well  known  Tory.  He 
of  course  was  possessed  of  all  their  plans.  But  as  he  reflected  on 
their  purpose,  Tory  sympathies  gave  way,  and  he  secretly  des¬ 
patched  his  son  down  the  Islands  to  cross  over  to  the  Hole  that 
night  and  give  warning  to  the  Falmouth  people. ) 

Friday  April  2nd.  in  the  afternoon,  Major  Dimock  of  this 
town  (Falmouth),  was  informed  that  about  10  or  12  vessels  were 
seen  in  the  Sound,  steering  this  way;  supposed  with  a  design  of 
plundering  and  destroying  this  town.  He  immediately  sent  ex¬ 
presses  to  Sandwich  and  Barnstable  for  the  militia  to  come  to  our 
assistance.  Col.  Freeman  with  Capts.  Swift  and  Fish  of  Sandwich 
and  their  companies,  arrived  here  that  night  and  Saturday 
morning. 

It  being  very  foggy,  part  of  the  enemy’s  fleet  appeared  off 
Woods  Hole,  to  which  a  party  of  the  militia  were  ordered  and 
posted  there.  Soon  after,  the  fog  cleared  off  and  several  of  the 
vessels  appeared  against  the  town,  near  a  low  level  piece  of  ground 
that  extends  from  the  shore  quite  to  the  houses.  There  had  been 
a  small  entrenchment  made  some  years  ago  upon  the  edge  of  the 
beach,  which  yet  remained.  Col.  Freeman  marched  the  remainder 
of  the  men  down  to  the  shore,  posting  about  50  in  said  entrench¬ 
ment  and  about  30  about  130  rods  distant  being  the  most  conven¬ 
ient  places  for  the  enemy  to  land.  At  about  half  past  eleven,  they 
formed  their  fleet,  consisting  of  two  schooners  and  eight  sloops 
into  a  line  against  the  two  posts,  and  commenced  a  very  warm  fire 
on  our  people,  with  cannon  balls,  double  headed  shot,  bars  of  iron, 
grape  shot  and  small  arms,  and  manned  their  boats,  about  10  in 
number  with  about  220  men,  having  to  appearance  nearly  double 
that  number  on  board,  and  made  various  attempts  to  land  in  sev¬ 
eral  places,  keeping  up  a  constant  fire  upon  our  people,  from  half 
past  eleven  A.M.  till  half  past  5  P.M.  Col.  Freeman  and  Maj. 
Dimock  with  about  50  men,  defended  the  entrenchments,  and  re- 
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peatedly  challenged  them,  being  within  call  to  land,  which  they 
durst  not  attempt.  Our  people  till  now  had  generally  reserved 
their  fire,  but  being  ordered  to  fire,  they  soon  moved  off  into  the 
Sound,  where  they  remained  quiet  until  next  morning.  A  party  of 
them  in  their  boats  attempted  to  land  at  Woods  Hole,  but  about 
30  of  our  men  posted  there  gave  them  a  warm  fire,  which  soon  drove 
them  off,  and  the  boats  went  to  Nonamesit,  an  island  near  Woods 
Hole,  where  they  landed  and  killed  the  few  sheep,  cows,  and  hogs 
the  enemy  had  before  left,  and  threatened  to  kill  the  family  that 
lived  there,  because  they  said  the  d — d  rebels  had  been  killing  them. 

They  had  two  wounded  men  with  them.  Our  people  being 
about  to  go  upon  the  island  they  retreated  precipitately  to 
their  boats,  carrying  off  only  one  hog,  and  half  a  cow  that 
calved  the  day  before.  They  inquired  of  the  island  people  our 
numbers  and  said  the  rebels  fought  like  devils.  The  next  day  April 
4th,  a  little  after  sunrise,  they  fired  again  from  the  vessels  to  drive 
us  from  our  entrenchment,  and  our  people  returned  them  a  warm 
fire  with  their  small  arms  for  a  few  minutes,  upon  which  they  put 
off  for  Holmes  Hole. 

This  morning  Monday  April  5th.  one  armed  vessel  proceeded 
to  Nonamesset  Island,  and  sent  off  a  boat  to  get  the  provisions  they 
had  killed  and  left  there,  but  a  party  of  our  people  got  there  before 
them  and  prevented  their  landing  and  some  boats  of  ours  had  like 
to  have  cut  them  off  from  the  Sloop.  Upon  the  boats  getting  to  the 
Sloop,  they  hastened  to  join  the  fleet,  which  then  made  sail,  as  they 
said  for  Nantucket. 

At  another  time,  a  schooner  sent  to  Connecticut  River  for  corn, 
then  extremely  scarce  in  these  parts  and  selling  at  $3.00  per  bushel 
was  intercepted  on  her  return,  just  as  she  was  entering  the  Sound. 
The  Captain  of  the  craft  escaped  to  the  shore  in  his  boat,  distressed 
by  the  loss  of  his  vessel  and  cargo ;  and  hastened  from  Woods  Hole 
to  Col.  Dimmick,  whom  he  reached  at  midnight,  the  distance  being 
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about  7  miles  and  to  whom  he  communicated  the  facts.  Col.  Dim- 
mick  jumped  at  once  from  his  bed,  whilst  dressing  gave  the  captain 
encouraging  words,  and  directed  him  for  economy  of  time,  to  go  at 
once  to  the  residence  of  his  brother  Lot  and  arouse  him.  The 
Colonel  and  Mr  Lot  Dimmick  soon  succeeded  in  mustering  20  res¬ 
olute  men,  and  started  for  Woods  Hole. 

They  there  procured  three  whale  boats,  and  proceeded  silently 
to  Tarpaulin  Cove,  arriving  just  before  day  break.  It  was  very 
cold  and  the  Colonel  allowed  his  men  to  land  and  kindle  a  fire  in  a 
hollow,  where  they  would  be  unobserved  and  there  wait  for  morn¬ 
ing.  At  the  first  glimmering  of  day,  the  privateer  with  his  prize 
was  discovered  lying  at  anchor  in  the  Cove.  Col.  Dimmick  and  men 
were,  another  moment,  in  their  boats  pulling  silently  but  vigor¬ 
ously  for  the  prize. 

They  were  fired  on  from  both  vessels,  but  quickly  returned  the 
compliment,  boarded  the  prize,  retook  it,  got  immediately  under 
weigh  and  ran  it  ashore  at  the  West  end  of  the  Vineyard.  The 
privateer  followed  and  was  repulsed,  the  tide  rose,  and  in  a  few 
hours  the  schooner  was  safely  moored  at  Woods  Hole,  to  the  great 
joy  of  the  inhabitants. 

We  might  narrate  other  incidents;  but  quantum  sufficit.  Col. 
Dimmick  was  courage-inspiring,  prompt  in  all  emergencies,  and 
always  found  brave  men  who  were  ready  at  his  lead. 

Postscript;  Letter  to  the  President  of  the  Council 

Sandwich 

May  20,  1779. 

Sir; 

The  above  is  forwarded  to  show  the  necessity  of  sending  along 
the  cruisers  destined  for  the  Sound  as  soon  as  possible.  The  fleet 
referred  to  arrived  at  Tarpaulin  Cove  Saturday  evening  sup¬ 
posed  to  be  bound  to  Falmouth.  I  instructed  the  Militia  of  my 
Regt.  &  marched  them  to  Falmouth,  fir’d  an  alarm  of  cannon 
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which  I  believe  prevented  them  coming  further.  They  have  stript 
the  Elizabeth  Islands  of  the  remainder  of  the  horses,  and  being 
suprised  by  two  other  privateers  at  Dartmouth  sailed  for  New¬ 
port.  It  is  likely  upon  a  reinforcement  they’ll  be  back. 

Ye  Obt.  Servt. 

N.  Freeman 


Board  of  War 

Since  writing  the  aforegoing  orders  we  have  received  intelli¬ 
gence  of  seven  sail  of  the  Enemys  Privateers  laying  in  Tarpaulin 
Cove.  We  have  therefore  determined  in  conjunction  with  the 
Hon.  Navy  Board,  that  you  immediately  proceed  off  Nantucket 
Bar  where  you  may  expect  to  be  joined  by  Capt.  Halker  in 
Continental  Sloop  Providence  &  2  other  armed  Vessells,  with 
whom  you  are  to  concert  proper  measures  for  capturing  &  de¬ 
stroying  the  common  Enemy.  .  .  . 


Since  the  burning  of  the  barracks  at  Tarpaulin  in  the  spring 
of  1778,  and  the  withdrawal  of  the  company  of  Colonial  Militia, 
the  British  vessels  used  the  Cove  as  a  convenient  base. 


The  examination  of  John  Lorrance  and  four  negroes,  desert¬ 
ers  from  the  fleet  in  Vineyard  Sound  taken  at  Falmouth  the  18th. 
day  of  September  1779: 


The  fleet  consists  of  10  sail  of  vessell  in  all  and  259  men 
designed  to  ye  Vineyard  for  wood,  with  written  orders  to  distress 
ye  inhabitants  on  ye  main  by  burning  or  making  depredations  in 
any  other  way  they  see  fit. 
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The  account  of  each  vessell  they  gave  as  follows  viz. 
Ship,  Restoration  —  20  guns  120  men 


Sloop,  Preston 

—  12 

u 

25 

66 

“  Garth 

—  8 

66 

12 

66 

( from  which  they  deserted ) 

Green 

—  10 

66 

12 

u 

“  Leslie 

—  10 

u 

16 

a 

Schooner, 

Charlotte 

—  12 

66 

23 

u 

small 

—  2 

66 

8 

66 

&  10  swivels 

66  66 

—  0 

u 

3 

66 

&  2  “ 

Brigg 

—  0 

66 

6 

66 

(Sami.  Perry  Commander 

Schooner 

—  0 

66 

4 

66 

formerly  of  Sandwich) 

Attested  before  Joseph  Dimick 


It  is  interesting  to  read  the  orders  given  by  the  British  authori¬ 
ties  to  the  commanders  of  their  ships.  Over  and  over  they  urge 
that  a  conciliatory  and  moderate  treatment  be  given  their  enemies, 
in  order  that  they  may  win  them  by  friendliness  rather  than  in¬ 
timidating  them  by  force  and  violence.  It  has  been  seen  that  these 
orders  were  not  always  carried  out,  but  on  the  whole  the  British 
displayed  little  wanton  cruelty  towards  the  inhabitants  and  usu¬ 
ally  treated  them  with  fair  consideration.  It  is  natural  that  they 
helped  themselves  to  livestock  and  provisions  from  those  whom 
they  considered  rebels  and  who  put  up  so  stiff  a  resistance  to  their 
King  and  Country. 


Thomas  A.  Coffin,  an  Officer  in  the  British  Army,  to 

Colonel  Fanning  xt  ,  t 

JN  ewport,  R.  I. 

25  Sept,  1779 

.  .  .  Before  I  proceed  farther  in  my  journal  of  occurrences, 
I  shall  beg  leave  to  observe  that  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Elizabeth 
Islands  are  now  in  a  predicament  peculiar  to  themselves.  Their 
situation  is  such  as  to  admit  of  a  free  and  constant  intercourse 
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with  the  people  of  the  Main,  while  their  interviews  with  those  in 
the  Kings  service  are  accidental,  seldom  and  short.  Reports  favor¬ 
able  to  the  Rebels  are  circulated  with  extreme  assiduity;  preju¬ 
dices  are  imbibed,  and  for  want  of  authentic  intelligence,  egregi¬ 
ous  mistakes  are  made  relative  to  important  facts.  At  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  hostilities  they  engaged  with  reluctance,  because 
they  were  exceedingly  exposed  to  depredation  from  either  party ; 
but  at  length,  by  the  stratgems  of  the  Rebels  &  their  immediate 
influence  from  local  circumstances,  they  were  seduced  into  the 
commissions  of  open  acts  of  treason,  and  they  continued  in  arms 
against  the  King  until  they  were  deprived  of  them  by  Maj .  Gen. 
Grey  in  Sept.  1778.  He  also  obliged  them  to  furnish  considerable 
supplies  for  the  Kings’  Garrisons.  By  this  exertion  of  the  British 
troops  they  were  not  only  more  confirmed  in  their  ideas  of  danger, 
but  they  were  also  furnished  with  a  sufficient  apology  for  remain¬ 
ing  in  a  state  of  neutrality  and  peace.  The  Rebels  (altho  averse 
to  relinquishment  of  their  commission  over  them)  did  not  suppose 
them  of  such  consequence  as  to  risk  an  army  in  their  defence,  but 
left  them  to  make  the  best  terms  they  could  obtain  on  all  occasions, 
still  exercising  a  right  of  taxation,  and  obliging  them  to  pay 
respect  and  obedience  to  the  laws  enacted  by  their  usurped 
powers.  .  .  . 

Observations  on  my  taxes  to  assessors,  Aug.  28,  1779 

The  Elizabeth  Island  which  used  to  produce  something  valu¬ 
able,  the  enemy  have  robbed  of  all  its  stock  of  every  kind,  and 
destroyed  most  of  the  Buildings. 

This  matter  requires  consideration  of  the  gentn  assessors ;  and 
an  abatement  of  at  least  five  sixths  of  ye  sd.  tax  of  £942. 

James  Bowdoin 

Peace  had  now  come,  bringing  new  cares  and  responsibilities 
to  those  in  power.  On  his  election  as  first  President,  Washington 
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made  the  following  reply  to  letters  of  congratulation  from  Bow- 
dom.  1789 


George  Washington  to  James  Bowdoin 

New  York,  May  9th  1789 

Sir; 

Since  my  arrival  in  this  place  I  have  been  honored  with  your 
letters  of  the  18th  of  Feby  and  24th  of  April. 

To  meet  the  congratulations  and  assurances  of  support  from 
those  Characters  whose  opinions  I  revere,  will  be  of  no  small  serv¬ 
ice  in  enabling  me  to  overcome  the  diffidence  which  I  have  in  my 
own  abilities,  to  execute  properly  the  important  and  untried  task 
which  my  Country  has  assigned  me. 

No  part  of  my  duty  will  be  more  delicate  —  and,  in  many  in¬ 
stances  more  unpleasing,  than  that  of  nominating  or  appointing 
persons  to  offices.  It  will  undoubtedly  often  happen  that  there  will 
be  several  candidates  for  the  same  office  whose  pretensions,  abilities 
and  integrity  may  be  nearly  equal  —  and  who  will  come  forward  so 
equally  supported  in  every  respect  as  almost  to  require  the  aid  of 
supernatural  intuition  to  fix  upon  the  right.  I  shall  however,  in 
all  events  have  the  satisfaction  to  reflect  that  I  entered  upon  my 
administration  unconfined  by  a  single  engagement  —  uninfluenced 
by  any  ties  of  blood  or  friendship,  and  with  the  best  intentions  and 
fullest  determination  to  nominate  to  office  those  persons  only,  who 
upon  every  consideration,  were  the  most  deserving  —  and  who 
would  probably  execute  their  several  functions  to  the  interest  and 
credit  of  the  American  Union  —  if  such  characters  could  be  found 
by  my  exploring  every  avenue  of  information  respecting  their 
merits  and  pretensions  that  it  was  in  my  power  to  obtain. 

With  great  respect  &  esteem, 

I  am,  Sir, 

The  Honble  Your  most  Obed1  Hble  Serv* 

James  Bowdoin  G.  Washington 


Chapter  VII 
MARITIME  NOTES 
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jAllready  in  considering  exploration,  piracy  and  Revolution¬ 
ary  raids,  some  inkling  of  the  “passing”  along  the  island  shores 
has  been  given.  Here  is  shown  a  glimpse  of  the  great  stream  of 
coastwise  shipping  which  had  its  beginning  three  hundred  years 
ago  and  grew  and  grew  to  amazing  proportions.  For  about  two 
hundred  years  this  increase  continued  and  at  the  period  at  which 
this  history  closes,  the  year  1843,  the  number  of  vessels  sailing 
through  Vineyard  Sound  was  as  many  as  eighty  in  a  day.  For  a 
few  years  this  volume  of  traffic  lasted,  and  then  gradually  de¬ 
clined.  Changes  came  in  type  and  size  of  ship,  and  finally  sail 
gave  way  to  steam  and  power. 

The  year  1690  is  dim  and  remote  and  suggests  a  primitive  way 
of  life,  but  it  is  startling  to  realize  that  in  that  year  Wait  Win- 
throp,  had  he  kept  watch,  might  have  seen  daily  the  same  num¬ 
ber  of  ships  passing  the  South  Shore  that  we  see  at  the  present  time. 

With  the  increase  in  coastwise  shipping  and  the  growing 
number  of  wrecks  in  dangerous  spots,  a  demand  grew  for  beacons 
or  lights.  The  first  real  light  houses  upon  the  coast  were  estab¬ 
lished  in  the  eighteenth  century.  Before  this  there  had  been  flares 
or  beacons  at  certain  points  along  the  shore. 

Boston  Light,  on  Little  Brewster  Island,  was  the  first,  and  was 
built  in  1716.  Beaver  Tail  Light,  off  Newport,  was  built  in  1740; 
Brant  Light,  on  Nantucket,  in  1754;  and  the  light  house  at  Tar¬ 
paulin  Cove,  privately  erected  by  Zaccheus  Lumbert  of  Nan¬ 
tucket,  was  built  in  1759.  Curiously  enough,  considering  its  com- 
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manding  position,  Gay  Head  Light  was  not  established  until 
forty  years  later,  in  1799,  and  in  1828  Nobska  Light  was  built, 
seventy  years  after  Tarpaulin  first  shed  its  beam  upon  the  Sound. 


1762 

To  His  Ex.  Francis  Bernard  Esq.  Capt.  General  &  Governor 
in  Chief  and  over  his  Majesties  Province  of  the  Massachusetts 
Bay  in  New  England  etc.  ...  on  the  last  Wednesday  of  May 
A.D.  1762,  Humbly  Shews 

Zaccheus  Lumbert  of  a  place  called  Tarpaulin  Cove  of  Chil- 
mark  in  the  County  of  Dukes  County  Innholder  that  he  hath 
for  the  public  good  of  the  Whalemen  &  Coasters  built  a  Light 
house  at  said  Cove  at  his  own  cost  &  charges  and  hath  kept  the 
same  for  three  years  past  at  his  own  expense  (save  that  the  people 
of  Nantucket  have  found  him  the  Oyl)  out  of  their  meer  County 
in  part  and  partly  for  their  own  Benefit;  and  that  said  Cove  is  a 
harbour  much  used  by  Great  Numbers  of  Vessells,  Coasters  as 
well  as  Whalemen,  and  a  Light  house  there  for  no  longer  than 
your  petitioner  hath  kept  the  same  has  been  a  means  of  saving 
many  vessels  from  being  lost,  &  found  to  be  of  great  advantage 
to  Navigation;  and  your  Petitioner  is  not  under  such  Affluent 
Circumstances  that  he  is  able  to  continue  the  said  Light  house  and 
take  care  of  it  without  he  can  have  some  further  Encouragement 
than  just  the  Oyl  found,  as  he  is  obliged  to  give  Constant  Attend¬ 
ance  thereupon  to  keep  the  light  Burning;  and  as  the  affair  is  of 
Public  Utility  he  humbly  hopes  that  your  Excellency  &  Honors 
will  please  so  far  to  encourage  the  same  as  to  make  him  an  allow¬ 
ance  therefore,  at  least  as  he  keeps  a  Public  Tavern,  that  he  may  be 
excused  from  paying  any  Duty  of  Exision  [on]  the  liquors  he  sells 
in  his  house  for  the  three  years  he  hath  kept  said  Light  house,  and 
for  the  future  so  long  as  he  continues  so  to  do,  or  that  you  would 
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in  your  great  Wisdoms  Otherwise  relieve  him,  as  his  Duty  bound 
shall  ever  Pray. 

Zacchus  Eumbert 

(Ordered  that  six  pounds  be  paid  for  above) 

By  studying  shipping  records  and  actually  seeing  what  ships 
stopped  at  the  Cove  it  is  possible  to  picture  the  daily  life  at  the 
Tarpaulin  Inn  or  Cove  House,  as  it  is  now  called.  Probably  at 
times  when  numbers  of  vessels  were  in,  the  tavern  was  the  scene 
of  much  gaiety.  Several  times  it  is  mentioned  that  the  officers 
went  ashore  to  a  dance  or  a  frolic.  In  the  18th  Century  not  only 
was  there  the  Light  House  and  Inn  at  Tarpaulin,  but  also  a  cot¬ 
tage  at  the  head  of  the  Cove  and  one  on  the  east  side.  In  addition 
there  were  for  a  time  the  Revolutionary  barracks,  and  houses  to 
the  east  and  to  the  west  of  the  French  Watering  Place,  also  at  the 
Cottage  Lot,  Hollow  Farm  and  the  West  End.  The  Cove  was 
the  gathering  place  for  all  the  farmers  and  their  families,  and  here 
they  carried  on  a  brisk  trade  in  meat  and  vegetables,  with  visiting 
vessels.  The  daughters  of  the  Robinsons,  Weekses  and  Nyes  who 
lived  at  the  farms  must  have  had  a  lively  time  with  all  the  com¬ 
ings  and  goings  of  officers  and  men. 

From  the  log  books  of  merchantmen,  privateers  and  whalers, 
and  the  files  of  newspapers  of  Boston,  Nantucket  and  New  Bed¬ 
ford,  a  rough  chronological  record  has  been  made,  a  crude  Tar¬ 
paulin  Cove  log. 

Visitors  of  all  kinds  stopped  here,  not  only  seafaring  people, 
but  travelers  on  their  way  from  port  to  port.  The  small  sloops 
which  plied  back  and  forth  between  Dartmouth  and  Nantucket 
often  dropped  in.  In  winter,  especially,  a  night  at  the  Tavern 
must  have  been  a  welcome  respite  after  a  cold  stormy  trip  around 
the  Cape. 

Among  those  who  stopped  to  wait  for  wind  and  tide  were  two 
Quakers.  Thomas  Story,  one  of  the  early  English  leaders  of  the 
Friends,  writes  in  1704,  “That  evening,  after  the  Meeting  [at 
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Nantucket]  we  set  sail  under  a  fair  and  fresh  gale,  and  before 
it  was  dark  arrived  safe  in  Tarpalling  Cove  where  we  had  good 
harbour  till  next  morning,  and  then  set  sail  for  Dartmouth,  where 
we  arrived  about  the  First  Hour  Afternoon,  and  lodged  that 
night  at  Peleg  Slocomb’s;  who  was  one  of  our  company  all  this 
time,  and  assisting  us  with  his  own  vessel  which  he  navigated.” 
Fifty  years  later  the  most  notable  of  all  American  Friends,  John 
Woolman,  records  in  his  Journal:  “After  the  Yearly  Meeting 
we  were  at  meetings  at  Newtown,  Cushnet,  Long  Plain,  Rochester 
and  Dartmouth.  From  thence  we  sailed  for  Nantucket,  in  com¬ 
pany  with  Ann  Gaunt,  Mercy  Redman  and  several  other  Friends. 
The  wind  being  slack  we  only  reached  Tarpawling  Cove  the  first 
day;  where  going  on  shore  we  found  a  room  in  a  public  house,  and 
beds  for  a  few  of  us ;  the  rest  slept  on  the  floor.  We  went  on  board 
again  about  break  of  day,  and  though  the  wind  was  small,  we  were 
favoured  to  come  within  about  four  miles  of  Nantucket;  and  then 
about  ten  of  us  got  into  our  boat  and  rowed  to  the  harbor  before 
dark;  a  large  boat  went  off  and  brought  in  the  rest  of  the  pas¬ 
sengers  about  midnight.” 

A  few  lines  from  the  logs  of  a  couple  of  small  Salem  schoon¬ 
ers  give  perhaps  typical  notes  of  18th  Century  travel  through 
Vineyard  Sound. 

1769 

Log  of  Schooner  “Pompey” 

A  journal  of  a  passage  .  .  .  in  the  schooner  pompey  from  Cap 
hinnery  to  Marthew  Vinyaid 
Tuesday  March  14 

Day  fine  pleasant  caught  six  codfish.  At  4  o’clock  we  saw  Matha 
Vinyaid  land.  At  12  at  night  anchored  in  sound  against  tar- 
poleen  cove. 

Wednesday 

Went  down  and  anchored  at  Homes  Hole. 
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Log  of  Schooner  “Fortune,”  Reuben  Tinkam  Master. 

Remarks  on  Wednesday  March  5, 1786 

Furst  Part  small  Bress,  Hole  sail  Set,  Se  a  schoner  after  us.  But 
we  run  her  out  of  Site.  Clear  &  Cold  Se  a  great  number  of  fowl. 
Our  Coock  &  Captain  Run  a  Race  a  Crost  the  Deck  the  Captain 
beat  him,  he  is  a  grate  fellow  Coock.  In  Lat.  by  Ob.  40°  17', 
.  .  .  Nomans  Land  Bears  S.  b  W.  from  Gay  Head.  We  run  in 
next  to  Elizabeth  Isl.  Elizabeth  Island  is  on  your  larboard 
Hand  going  in  and  to  the  East  is  Woodshool. 

Boston  News  Letter 

No  less  than  nineteen  sail  of  vessels  were  cleared  for  a  whaling 
voyage  from  Rhode  Island  week  before  last.  A  Providence 
brig,  a  Newport  schooner  and  a  Rhode  Island  sloop,  all  whalers, 
went  ashore  at  Tarpaulin  Cove  and  a  Warren  sloop  was  lost  on 
Chatham  Bar. 


Shipping  was  of  such  vital  interest  in  the  seaboard  cities  that 
the  newspapers  gave  considerable  space  to  maritime  news.  In  the 
beginning  of  the  19th  Century  the  Boston  Daily  Advertiser  and 
the  Columbian  Centinel  received  word  from  correspondents  of  the 
arrival  and  departure  of  vessels  in  all  the  seaport  towns. 

Word  was  often  brought  by  returned  travelers  of  the  where¬ 
abouts  of  ships  seen  en  route. 

The  early  files  of  the  Nantucket  Inquirer  are  a  mine  of  ship¬ 
ping  intelligence  and  the  paper  is,  and  has  always  been,  excellent 
throughout.  The  New  Bedford  Mercury 3  too,  reported  in  full  the 
comings  and  goings  of  the  ships  in  whose  fortunes  almost  every 
New  Bedford  citizen  was  concerned. 

The  following  notes  of  arrivals  and  departures  at  Tarpaulin 
Cove  come  largely  from  these  newspapers. 


Wreck  of  Ship  “Perseverance”  in  Tarpaulin  Cove,  January  31,  1805.  From  Painting  by  M.  Corne 
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1805 

Columbian  Centinel 
Ship  News 

Sat.  Feb.  2, 1805 

By  Telegraph.  The  ship  Perseverance ,  Capt  Cook,  135  days 
from  Batavia  is  ashore  in  Tarpaulin  Cove  and  bilged.  They 
want  assistance!  (Jan.  31) 

Of  the  late  disastrous  Storm! 

The  severe  N.  E.  storm  (which  commenced  on  Saturday  night 
and  continued  till  Tuesday  evening)  created  distressing  fears 
for  the  shipping,  known  as  well  as  presumed  to  be  on  our  coast 
and  in  the  vortex  of  danger. 

(A  frost  so  extremely  intense  and  of  so  long  continuance, 
has  not  been  experienced  here  since  the  year  1780.) 

The  Ship  “Perseverance” 

“The  ship  Perseverance  was  built  in  1794  on  the  Merrimack 
River  at  Haverhill,  then  an  important  shipbuilding  place,  due  to 
the  great  quantity  of  fine  oak  timber  in  the  adjacent  country.  She 
was  245  tons  and  had  a  handsome  figure  head.  She  was  registered 
November  5,  1795,  in  Salem  to  Simon  Forrester,  owner,  and 
Richard  Wheatland,  Master.  .  .  . 

“In  the  Perseverance  Captain  Wheatland  made  several  voy¬ 
ages  to  Russia,  making  the  first  entry  to  Salem  from  Archangel  in 
October,  1798.  These  almost  Arctic  voyages  to  Archangel  were 
made  to  avoid  the  virtual  blockade  of  Europe  due  to  the  wars  of 
the  French  Revolution,  and  called  for  stout  ships  and  very  capable 
navigators.  The  Perseverance,  while  under  Captain  Wheatland, 
made  some  voyages  to  Canton  and  in  April,  1798,  arrived  with  a 
cargo  of  tea  on  which  the  duties  were  $24,562.10.  The  most  inter¬ 
esting  event  in  the  history  of  the  ship  was  in  1799;  while  coming 
up  the  old  Bahama  channel,  a  French  privateer  came  up  to  them 
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flying  the  English  flag,  and  got  very  near.  She  suddenly  raised 
the  French  flag  and  opened  fire  and  after  a  fight  lasting  an  hour 
and  twenty  minutes  the  Perseverance  beat  her  off.  Of  the  four 
quarter  guns  one  was  dismounted  and  many  shots  struck  the  ship 
and  rigging.  In  a  spirited  letter  printed  in  Osgood’s  chapter  on 
Salem  Commerce  in  the  ‘History  of  Essex  County,’  Captain 
Wheatland  gives  an  account  of  the  fight  as  follows:  ‘While  our 
guns  loaded  with  round  shot  and  square  bars  of  iron  six  inches  long 
were  plied  so  briskly  and  directed  with  so  good  judgment  that  be¬ 
fore  he  got  out  of  reach  we  had  cut  his  mainsail  and  fore  topsail 
all  to  rags  and  cleared  his  decks  effectually  so  there  were  scarce 
ten  men  to  be  seen.’  This  was  one  of  the  few  real  actions  in  our 
so  called  war  with  France,  which  was  never  actually  declared,  al¬ 
though  there  were  a  number  of  small  fights  similar  to  this  one. 

“In  1801  Captain  Wheatland  retired  from  the  sea  and  Captain 
James  Cook  became  Master  of  the  Perseverance.  He  made  voy¬ 
ages  to  the  East  and,  on  his  way  back  from  Batavia  in  a  storm, 
ran  ashore  at  Tarpaulin  Cove,  on  Naushon  Island  off  Cape  Cod, 
January  31,  1805.  The  vessel  was  a  total  wreck  although  no  lives 
were  lost.  The  Salem  Gazette  of  February  5,  1805,  has  the  fol¬ 
lowing  : 

“The  Telegraph  announces  the  ship  Perseverance,  Cook,  135 
days  from  Batavia,  ashore  at  Tarpolin  Cove,  and  bilged.  We  are 
happy  to  hear  that  letters  from  Captain  Cook  yesterday  announce 
that  all  of  the  coffee  is  got  out  of  the  Perseverance  dry  and  in  good 
order ;  that  the  sugar  is  not  much  wet,  and  that  the  property  is  in  a 
far  better  state  than  could  be  expected.” 

1807 

New  Bedford  Mercury 
New  Bedford  Nov.  16 

The  ship  Mercator,  Capt.  Perry  (belonging  to  Mr  John  Avery 
Parker,  of  this  town)  from  Liverpool  after  having  anchored  in 
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Tarpaulin  Cove  has  drove  ashore  at  Seconnet.  The  Mercator 
it  is  said,  had  a  Vineyard  Pilot  on  board  when  she  went  ashore, 
and  it  is  believed  that  she  went  ashore  owing  to  the  ignorance 
of  the  Pilot. 

Jan.  19  1808 

Jan.  20  ar.  at  Tarpaulin  Cove,  brig  Actress,  Manwaring,  21 
days  from  St  Pierres  Martinique,  bound  to  New  York. 

Mar.  29, 

Friday  last  ar.  at  Tarpaulin  Cove  ship  George  and  Mary,  Hyatt 
of  Newport,  26  days  from  Falmouth  England. 

1808 

Sept.  30, 

The  following  note  was  found  in  a  bottle  on  the  shore,  south 
side  of  Nashaun  Island,  Sept.  20,  1808  by  Mr  Smith  of  Tisbury 
Marthas  Vineyard,  who  forwarded  it  to  us  for  publication: 

“May  12,  1798 

I  John  M.  .  .t  master  of  the  ship  Olive  Branch  of  Philadel¬ 
phia  in  Lat.  33.  30  long.  69. 10.  I  am  through  the  goodness  of  God 
lying  to  under  a  reef  mizzin  staysail  and  expecting  nothing  but 
death,  at  the  present  moment  the  sea  making  its  way  over  us,  three 
men  already  lost  over  board.  This  I  conceal  in  a  bottle  &  with  wax 
seal  the  same.  Whomever  who  shall  be  so  kind  as  to  pick  this  up 
and  put  it  in  the  prints  of  the  first  port,  that  my  friends  may  hear 
of  my  sad  disaster.  Shall  be  paid  by  the  owners  at  Phila. 

Ship  Olive  Branch  29  guns.” 

1810 

Apr.  21. 

Ar.  at  Tarpaulin  Cove  on  Monday  last,  Ship  Fame  Slocum, 
34  days  from  Lisbon  Left  —  Mar.  10  brig  Columbia,  Sullivan 
for  Gottenburg  in  3  days. 
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Noy.  2  1810 

Ar.  Tarpaulin  Cove  on  Monday  night  last  Ship  Fame,  Slocum 
35  days  from  Lisbon. 

Dec.  21. 

Ship  George  <§  Mary  of  Providence  was  at  Tarpaulin  Cove  yes¬ 
terday  morning. 


1813 

Columbian  Centinel 

Jan.  16th,  1813 

Ar.  ship  from  Gottenberg,  Waterwich,  Captain  Hagborg  with 
a  cargo  of  German  linens,  went  into  Tarpaulin  Cove  on  Thurs¬ 
day.  Passengers;  Capt.  Coffin  of  ship  Superior  of  Bath,  Leon¬ 
ard  of  Ship  Wm.  Penn  of  New  Bedford,  and  Patten  of  Brig 
Oriental  of  Marblehead,  all  laid  up  at  Gottenberg.  All  the 
American  vessels  in  Gottenberg  had  been  laid  up  to  winter,  and 
their  crews  discharged. 

Jan.  30,1813 

Two  Spanish  schooners  from  Havana  went  from  there  ( Holmes 
Hole)  to  Tarpaulin  Cove  on  Thursday,  one  of  them  bound  to 
New  York.  The  prize  brig  Recovery,  to  the  Argus,  had  gone 
from  Tarpaulin  Cove  to  New  Bedford. 

The  British  brig  Barrassa,  prize  to  the  Rolla  of  Baltimore 
arrived  at  Tarpaulin  Cove  on  Wednesday  last;  cargo,  dry  goods 
tallow  etc. 

Feb.  6, 1813 

Mr  Norton,  pilot  of  the  Port  Boy,  came  out  of  Holmes  Hole 
last  Wednesday  left  a  sloop  of  &  for  New  York  from  the  South 
which  had  been  captured  by  the  British,  her  crew  taken  out 
and  6  men  put  on  board  with  orders  to  proceed  to  Bermuda,  but 
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a  few  days  after  her  capture  the  Captain  privately  bored  a  hole 
in  her  bottom,  and  which  kept  the  men  so  constantly  at  work 
that  they  thought  she  would  founder,  gave  up  the  command  to 
her  original  Captain,  to  take  her  to  a  U.  S.  port  and  who  brought 
her  to  Holmes  Hole. 


Saw  2  brigs  and  several  Schooners  at  Tarpaulin  Cove. 

Apr.  17th  1813 

Ship  Salus  173  days  from  Calcutta  for  Boston,  ar.  at  Tarpaulin 
Cove  the  13th  instant. 

The  files  of  the  newspapers  during  the  War  of  1812  tell  graph¬ 
ically  of  the  depredations  of  British  war  vessels.  The  shipping  of 
Nantucket  was  practically  wiped  out. 

Again  Tarpaulin  Cove  was  used  as  a  base  by  British  men-of- 
war.  The  following  pages  tell  of  the  raids  upon  coastwise  shipping 
by  the  Nimrod ,  the  Liverpool  Packet  and  half  a  dozen  more  Brit¬ 
ish  privateers. 

Boston  Daily  Advertiser 

Mar.  23,  1813 

The  U.S.  Sloop  of  War  Hornet  was  at  anchor  Monday  morn¬ 
ing  off  Tarpaulin  Cove.  A  sloop  was  chased  ashore  at  Cuddy 
Hunk  on  Saturday  by  a  British  privateer. 


Mar.  24 

The  prisoners  inform  that  the  J.  Sherbrook,  Capt.  Freeman, 
anchored  a  few  days  ago  off  Block  Island  and  hoisted  American 
colors.  A  pilot  came  off  and  asked  where  she  was  from  and  if 
they  wanted  a  pilot  etc.  the  answer  was  that  they  were  from 
Bordeaux  and  wanted  a  pilot,  accordingly  he  came  on  board  and 
was  detained.  She  then  got  under  way  and  went  into  Tarpau- 
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lin  Cove  last  Thursday  18th.  and  anchored.  While  there  a  Vine¬ 
yard  pilot  (Stephen  Skiff)  came  along  side  and  asked  the  same 
questions  and  was  answered  the  same,  and  was  also  detained. 
It  was  the  intention  of  Capt.  Freeman  to  have  gone  into  Holmes 
Hole  and  to  have  cut  out  the  vessels  lying  there,  having  a  launch 
with  swivels  prepared  for  the  purpose,  but  the  next  day  seeing 
the  Hornet  sloop  of  war  was  there,  he  got  under  way  and  made 
all  possible  sail  till  he  was  off  Cape  Cod. 

Apr.  2, 1813 

A  gentleman  from  Falmouth  informs  that  a  smack  taken  and 
manned  by  the  privateer  Brig  John  Sherbrook  (Retaliater  pri¬ 
vateer  in  company)  cut  out  of  Tarpaulin  Cove  on  Wednesday 
evening  last  Sloop  New  Packet,  Crosby  from  Nantucket  to  New 
York  and  sch.  Dolphin,  Swift  of  Hallowell  for  the  Southward, 
after  which  the  smack  was  given  up. 

Apr.  3 

The  sloop  New  Packet,  cut  out  of  Tarpaulin  Cove,  has  been  re¬ 
taken  by  the  owner  &  Captain  left  on  board,  &  arrived  at  New¬ 
port. 

Apr.  13 

A  gentleman  from  Tarpaulin  Cove  informs  that  the  Sir  J.  Sher¬ 
brook  sent  one  of  her  barges  into  the  Cove  on  Thursday  night, 
but  there  were  no  vessels  there. 

This  morning  the  sloop  Rover  was  brought  to  by  the  Sir  J.  Sher¬ 
brook  privateer  then  lying  in  Tarpaulin  Cove,  and  had  put  on 
board  Capt.  Eldridge  &  crew  of  ship  Frederick  Augustus  from 
Cadiz  for  Newport,  which  they  captured  yesterday. 

Apr.  25,  1813 

The  Diver  pool  Packet  was  at  anchor  at  Tarpaulin  Cove,  Satur¬ 
day  morning.  A  field  piece  was  brought  to  Woods  Hole  and 
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about  20  men  watched  there  all  Friday  night  to  protect  the 
[place]  in  case  the  Liverpool  Packet  should  come  back  again. 

^  Falmouth 

Cape  Cod  25th.  inst. 

On  Friday  morning  last  it  was  ascertained  that  the  Liverpool 
Packet  went  into  Tarpaulin  Cove  and  lay  all  night  there.  A 
number  of  her  crew  were  on  shore  upon  a  frolic  &  had  remained 
there  till  yesterday,  when  a  fast  sailing  sloop  was  fitted  out 
under  the  command  of  Capt.  John  Crocker  and  about  70  men 
volunteered  to  go  with  him  to  take  the  Liverpool  Packet. 

They  would  have  no  doubt  succeeded  had  it  not  fell  calm 
which  prevented  getting  up  to  her.  She  was  seen  this  A.M.  in 
the  eastward  in  chase  of  a  brig  &  a  sloop  which  got  safe  into  Old- 
town*.  Should  she  go  up  to  the  Cove  again  this  evening,  another 
attempt  will  be  made  to  take  her. 

Apr.  29,  1813 

Fishing  smack  Sally ,  Bath  Maine,  informs  us  .  .  .  Same  day 
was  boarded  off  Holmes  Hole  by  the  Liverpool  Packet  who 
plundered  them  of  such  articles  as  were  of  value  to  the  privateer 
and  permitted  them  to  proceed.  Left  the  privateer  at  anchor 
last  evening  at  8  o’clock  at  Tarpaulin  Cove.  She  had  39  men 
on  board  and  carries  6  guns.  An  officer  said  they  were  going  on 
shore  to  have  a  dance,  as  they  had  frequently  done  before. 

June  16th. 

The  Liverpool  Packet  was  captured  by  privateer  Thomas  of 
Portsmouth. 

From  the  files  of  the  Admiralty  in  London  come  Logs  of  His 
Britannic  Majesty’s  vessels  of  war.  These  tell  of  shipping  activ¬ 
ities  from  the  British  point  of  view. 


*Edgartown. 
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Captain’s  Log,  H.M.S.  “Nimrod” 

Commanded  by  Nathaniel  Mitchell,  Esq. 

2nd  Dec.  1813 

At  single  anchor  in  Tarpaulin  Cove  in  13  fms.  Gay  head  light 
S.W.b  W.,  S.  pt.  Nashon  Island  W.b  S.  House  in  the  Bay 
N.W.b  W. 

Remarks  and  Occurances 

At  eight  observed  a  ship  at  anchor  in  Tarpaulin  Cove.  An¬ 
chored  along  side  her,  she  proved  to  be  the  American  ship  Chili 
from  a  whaling  voyage  bound  to  Nantucket,  took  possession  of 
her. 

Boarded  a  Swedish  Schooner  in  Ballast.  At  12  strong  breezes 
and  squally  weather. 

Fresh  breezes  and  squally.  At  daylight  strong  gales  and 
cloudy. 

Took  the  prisoners  out  of  the  ship  and  put  them  on  board  a 
Swedish  Schooner  which  is  to  remain  at  anchor  with  us  until 
we  weigh  &  then  proceed  for  N antucket,  sent  provisions  on  board 
Schooner  for  the  prisoners,  and  boats  for  Fresh  beef  and  vege¬ 
tables.  Employed  cleaning  ship  and  Putting  Prize  to  rights. 
At  noon  Strong  gales  and  squally.  Received  Seven  Hundred 
Pounds  of  Fresh  Beef,  &  eighteen  Hundred  pounds  of  cabbages. 
Saw  a  sail  coming  around  the  East  Point,  sent  a  boat  after  her, 
at  5  the  boat  boarded  her  and  brought  her  to  anchor,  she  proved 
to  be  the  American  Sloop  Manhaten  from  New  York  to  Rhode 
Island  with  flour  etc.  At  6  Observed  a  Schooner  coming  round 
the  East  Point  sent  a  boat  and  took  possession  of  her,  she  being 
far  to  leeward.  At  Dark  observed  her  tack  inshore.  At  8  Strong 
gales  &  squally,  schooner  not  in  sight  ranged  Best  Bower  Cable 
At  12  strong  gales  and  squally. 

Dec.  4,  1813 

Anchored  in  Tarpauling  Cove.  Light  airs  and  variable. 

Pat’k  Flinn  died  on  board  the  Sloop.  Man’d  and  armed  the  Prize 
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with  Fifteen  men,  Ordered  her  to  proceed  to  Halifax.  At  8  boat 
returned  from  Schooner,  she  proved  to  be  Portuguese.  Mr  Jn. 
Piper,  Masters  Mate,  died  in  the  boat  from  the  hard  Frost  the  pre¬ 
ceding  night.  Sent  provisions  to  the  Prize.  Ditto  weather. 

At  noon  got  the  Sloop  a  longside  the  ship.  Employed  getting 
the  flour  out  of  her.  Received  a  Boat  Load  of  fire  wood. 

Dec.  5,  1813 

At  single  anchor  in  Tarpaulin  Cove.  Moderate  and  fine.  Em¬ 
ployed  discharging  Sloops  Cargo  on  board  ship  and  brig.  At  noon 
got  the  ship  under  weigh  and  made  sail. 


H.M.S.  Nimrod 

14th  Jan.  1814 

At  noon.  Moderate  breezes  and  fair  .  .  .  standing  into  Tar- 
pauling  Cove.  At  6  shortened  sail,  at  7  anchored  in  Tarpauling 
Cove. 

15th  Jan. 

Light  breezes  and  fine.  .  .  .  Hoisted  out  the  Barge  and  sent 
her  in  chase  of  a  schooner.  Received  one  hundred  &  forty  eight 
pounds  of  fresh  beef,  vegetables  five  hundred  pounds.  At  noon. 
Moderate  breezes  &  fine.  Barge  returned. 

16th  Jan. 

Heavy  snow.  At  noon  moderate  breezes  with  heavy  snow.  At 
1.30  Boats  returned  having  destroyed  a  Sloop.  Hoisted  in  the 
Boats. 

17th  Jan. 

At  noon  moderate  breezes  and  cloudy.  Sent  Barge  for  water. 
Carpenters  on  shore  Cutting  wood.  At  sunset  in  boats. 

18th  Jan. 

Moderate  breezes  and  fine.  At  7  hoisted  out  the  boats.  Sent 
them  on  Service.  At  noon  a  sail  in  the  offing.  At  4  Moderate 
breezes  with  snow.  At  12  Fresh  Breezes  with  heavy  snow. 
Barge  returned. 


316 


Early  History  of  Naushon  Island 


19th  Jan. 

Wind  North.  Fresh  breezes  with  snow.  Burnt  several  False 
fires.  At  2  Fired  a  Rocket  to  shew  Boats  and  position.  At  12 
moderate  breezes  &  squally.  Boat  not  returned.  At  4  Boat  re¬ 
turned,  hoisted  in  boats.  Boarded  a  Swedish  schooner. 

20th  Jan. 

Winds  N.W.  Moderate  breezes  and  cloudy.  At  8  employed 
getting  ready  for  sea. 

At  11.10  weighed  &  made  sail.  Passed  a  schooner  under  Swedish 
colors. 

25th  Jan. 

Wind  at  N.W.  &  N.N.W.  At  noon  Gay  Head  House  S.E.  3 
miles.  At  4  Tarpauling  Cove. 

26th  Jan. 

Calm.  At  2  sent  Barge  &  Pilot  boat  on  shore,  detained  a 
Swedish  Schooner.  Sent  a  Midshipman  and  4  men  on  board 
her.  Joined  a  sloop  taken  by  the  Pilot  Boat. 

At  noon  at  single  anchor  in  Tarpauling  Cove.  Moderate 
breezes  and  fine.  Brought  on  board  the  crew  of  the  detained 
schooner  Oscar.  At  4  Pilot  boat  returned  with  a  small  boat.  Let 
her  go.  At  6  Barge  returned. 

27th  Jan. 

Wind  N.W.  Moderate  breezes  and  cloudy.  Sent  an  other  man 
&  three  weeks  provisions  for  six  men  and  the  two  Swedes  on 
board  the  schooner. 

28th  Jan. 

Wind  N.W.  At  daylight  weighed  and  made  sail  for  Falmouth. 
At  11.30  Anchored  off  Falmouth.  Hoisted  a  Flag  of  Truce, 
sent  a  boat  on  shore.  At  12  boat  returned. 

At  12.45  Sent  a  Boat  to  meet  the  American  Flag  of  Truce.  At 
1  boat  Returned,  began  firing  on  the  Town,  to  destroy  it.  Saw 
a  ship  standing  in  for  the  Cove. 

At  4.30  ceased  firing  on  the  town.  At  12  moderate  and  fine. 
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29  Jan. 

Wind  west.  At  daylight  Weighed  &  beat  to  Tarpauling  Cove. 
At  7  exchanged  news  with  H.M.S.  Endymion.  At  9  anchored  in 
the  Cove. 

At  noon  At  single  Anchor  in  Tarpauling  Cove. 

Wind  W.N.W.  At  6.30  Sailed  the  Swedish  schooner  for  Ber¬ 
muda. 

30th  Jan. 

Fresh  breezes  and  cloudy.  Came  in  the  Swedish  schooner  not 
being  able  to  get  round  Gay  Head. 

At  noon  arrived  H.M.S.  La  Hogue. 

31st  Jan. 

Strong  gales  and  squally.  Extreme  cold. 

1st  Feb. 

At  single  anchor  in  Tarpauling  Cove. 

At  noon.  Discharged  7  prisoners.  A  party  on  shore  Wooding 
and  Brooming. 

2nd  Feb. 

N.N.W.  Two  schooners  in  the  Sound.  H.M.S.  La  Hogue 
boarded  schooners.  At  noon  at  single  anchor  in  Tarpauling 
Cove.  At  1  weighed  &  made  sail.  At  4.30  Saw  the  Endymion 
bring  too  a  schooner. 

1st  April 

Wind  S.E.  Anchored  in  Tarpaulin  Cove  in  3  fms.  Sent  boats 
for  water.  Carpenters  on  shore  cutting  wood. 

2nd  April 
Still  there. 

3d  April 

Calm.  Received  30  bushels  of  Potatoes  &  fifteen  bushels  of 
turnips. 

7th  April 

At  12.15  Weighed  and  made  sail.  Standing  down  the  Vineyard 
Sound. 
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18th  May  1814 

At  noon  wind  W.S.W.  At  8  shortened  sail  &  anchored  in  Tar- 
pauling  Cove.  Out  Boats. 

19th  May 

At  6  Sent  water  casks  in  a  Hoy  [  ?]  for  water. 

20th  May 

Recieved  450  lbs  Fresh  beef  &  20  bu.  potatoes. 

At  noon  at  single  anchor  in  Tarpauling  Cove.  At  4  came  along¬ 
side  a  hoy  with  water.  At  12  Heavy  rain  Thunder  and  Lighten¬ 
ing. 


H.M.S.  “Nimrod,”  Capt.  Vincent  Newton 
13  th  June 

At  7.30  Weighed  and  ran  up  Buzzards  Bay.  At  11.30  anchored 
at  the  head  of  the  Bay  sent  the  boats  to  Wareham. 

At  noon  at  single  anchor  Buzzards  Bay.  At  4.30  Boats  returned 
having  destroyed  17  sail  of  shipping.  Hoisted  in  the  boats. 

At  8.30  Superb's  boats  Parted  for  the  ship.  Calm. 

14th  June 

At  6  Weighed  —  running  towards  Quick’s  Hole.  At  11.30 
hawled  up  for  the  Hole. 

At  12.30  observed  the  Brig  to  strike  the  shore.  Shortened  and 
furled  sails.  Employed  getting  an  anchor  out  astern  to  Heave 
her  off.  Boat  from  the  Superb  came  to  our  assistance.  Got  out 
several  of  the  Guns  and  Shot. 

At  3.30  Hove  her  off  &  anchored  with  the  Small  Bower.  At  6 
Weighed  and  stood  towards  the  Superb. 

At  7.30  anchored  off  Gay  Head. 

2nd  July  1814 

Saw  the  Saratoga  privateer  beating  out  of  Buzzards  Bay.  Hove 
too  for  her  off  the  Sow  and  Pigs. 
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7th  July 

At  2  Cuttyhunk  E.N.E.  2  leagues. 

Boarded  a  sloop  with  flag  of  Truce  and  allowed  her  to  proceed. 
7  filled  and  made  sail. 

At  11  a  sea  struck  the  Barge  and  filled  her  carried  away  the 
tow  rope  and  lost  her  altogether  with  the  masts  sails  and  com¬ 
passes. 

15th  Jan.  1815 

Tarpauling  Cove.  At  7  weighed  and  made  sail.  Fresh  breezes 
ship  past,  beating  into  Tarpauling  Cove. 

10  shortened  sail  came  too  with  the  Best  Bower.  Out  boats. 

16th  Jan. 

At  7  a.m.  carpenters  on  shore  cutting  wood. 

17th  Jan. 

Strong  Gales  and  hard  Squalls  with  heavy  Snow. 

20th  Jan. 

Tarpauling  Cove.  7.15  Weighed  and  made  Sail. 

Captain’s  Log,  H.M.S.  “Endymion” 

Henry  Hope,  Esq.,  Captain 

Friday  Jan.  28th  1814 

A.M.  made  sail  for  Tarpaulin  Cove  noon.  1.40  furled  sails  and 
anchored  in  11  fms.  off  Tarpaulin  Cove  saw  a  boat  at  Anchor  to 
the  Eastward  which  proved  to  be  H.M.  Brig  Nimrod. 

Jan.  29 

At  anchor  off  Tarpaulin  Cove  P.M.  8  Robert  Waddle  seaman 
deserted  from  the  Wooding  Party  was  taken  up  by  the  inhabit¬ 
ants  and  Given  up. 

Sun  Jan.  30 

A.M.  11  Observed  a  large  Sail  in  the  offing  standing  to  the 
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Eastward  supposed  to  be  H.M.  Ship  La  Hogue.  Purser  went 
on  shore  to  Purchase  Bullocks. 

Feb.  1  1814 

Off  Tarpaulin  Cove. 


10th  Oct. 

At  12.10  A.M.  chased  a  ship  and  schooner  standing  on  for  Nan¬ 
tucket.  Sent  boats  manned  and  armed  with  105  men  and  officers. 
The  ship  was  supposed  to  be  a  privateer  with  her  prize,  at  9  she 
opened  a  fire  on  the  boats  which  continued  for  20  minutes.  Early 
the  next  morning  the  Launch,  Barge,  Cutter  &  Gig  returned 
having  been  repulsed  by  the  enemy  with  10  killed,  32  wounded, 
and  2  officers  and  30  seamen  and  marines  missing. 

Thursday,  12  October  1814 

A.M.  11  Anchored  off  tarpaulin  Cove  in  10  fms. 

P.M.  488  lbs.  of  fresh  beef  from  H.M.S.  Forth. 

Oct  13 

Sent  party  on  shore  for  Brooms  and  Sand. 

Oct  14 

8  A.M.  Lawe  Roberts  (m)  died  of  his  wounds  recieved  on  the 
10th.  1.40  Committed  the  body  of  the  deceased  to  the  deep. 

Oct  15 

A.M.  Lieut.  Ormond,  Messrs  Boyton  &  Mathews  with  part  of 
the  barges  Crew  taken  on  the  10  inst.  joined  the  ship  from  Nan¬ 
tucket.  P.M.  Michael  Kearney  died  of  his  wounds  recieved  on 
the  10  th  inst. 

Sunday  16th  October 

P.M.  Committed  the  body  of  the  deceased  to  the  deep  with  the 
usual  ceremony.  Saw  a  brig  in  the  offing  with  a  Flag  at  the 
Masthead  which  we  could  not  make  out.  7.30  Anchored  here 
H.M.  Brig  Despatch. 
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Mon.  17th  Oct. 

A.M.  5  Sailed  H.M.  brig  Despatch.  8  Sent  Launch  for  bul¬ 
locks. 

Received  two  oxen  and  a  quantity  of  hay. 

P.M.  rec’d  7  oxen  and  52  Bushell  of  potatoes. 

18th  Oct. 

P.M.  Lighted  anchor  and  shifted  our  berth  in  shore. 

9.30  Spoke  the  Sea  flower  schooner  from  New  York  to  Nan¬ 
tucket  with  Flour  and  Corn.  Permitted  her  to  pass. 

20th  Oct. 

P.M.  Spoke  the  Retaliation  English  Privateer  from  the  squa¬ 
dron  off  New  London. 

24th  Oct. 

A.M.  214  lbs  of  fresh  beef,  450  lbs  of  onions,  404  lbs  of  cabbages, 
11  blls.  of  turnips  &  quantity  of  hay. 

P.M.  Fras.  Toule  [  ]  &  bliz  at  [  ]  Smith  [  ]  left  the 

cutter  were  taken  up  at  the  West  end  of  Nantuck  Hand  on  their 
way  to  desert  to  the  enemy. 

26th  Oct. 

A.M.  Saw  two  sloops  in  the  offing  Standing  in  Shore. 

Log,  H.M.S.  “Albion” 

John  Ferris  Devonshire,  Captain 

23  Dec.  1813 

P.M.  2.30  Short’d  Sail  and  came  too  in  12  fathoms  in  Tarpaulin 
Cove,  Sent  a  boat  on  shore  to  examine  the  watering  place. 

27th  Dec. 

Still  in  Tarpaulin  Cove.  Daylight  sent  the  boats  for  wood  and 
water.  Rec’d  thirty  two  Quarters  of  fresh  beef  weighing  4,442 
lbs  purchased  on  shore  by  the  Purser,  Captain’s  orders,  and  paid 
for  by  Bills  on  the  Commissioners. 

28  Dec. 

Weighed  and  made  sail. 
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In  the  newspapers  of  Boston  these  same  events  were  reported. 
The  shipowner  of  Beacon  Hill  read  the  daily  news  anxiously, 
to  see  whether  his  vessels  had  been  captured  or  had  arrived  safely 
in  port. 

Boston  Daily  Advertiser 

Jan.  17, 1814 

A  gentleman  from  Martha’s  Vineyard  informs  that  a  British 
frigate  anchored  at  Tarpaulin  Cove  on  Saterday  morning  last, 
and  on  the  same  day  her  barge  captured  a  Swedish  schooner 
Drogden  [Dragon]  from  Old  Town  bound  to  Gottenberg  & 
carried  her  down  to  the  Cove. 

Jan.  18, 1814 

The  Swedish  schooner  Dragon  from  Edgartown  to  Gottenberg, 
.  .  .  arrived  at  New  Bedford  on  Sunday.  .  .  .  The  Dragon 
was  boarded  on  Saturday  by  a  barge  from  the  Nimrod  and  per¬ 
mitted  to  proceed,  and  went  into  Tarpaulin  Cove,  where  she  left 
the  Nimrod  on  Sunday  Morning. 


On  Tuesday  last  a  sloop,  tender  to  the  Albion  7 4,  arrived  with 
two  24  pounders  (carronades)  and  manned  with  60  men  (20  of 
them  marines)  came  into  Vineyard  Sound,  and  have  been  there 
ever  since.  On  Tuesday  she  captured  a  sloop  from  New  Bedford 
for  Old  Town,  and  chased  another  on  shore  at  Holmes  Hole. 
On  Friday  afternoon  last  she  was  at  anchor  in  Tarpaulin  Cove. 


Arrived  at  New  Bedford  on  Sunday  last  the  smacks  Dem¬ 
ocrat,  Fox  &  Sophronia  from  Edgartown.  On  Saturday  A.M. 
in  coming  up  Woods  Hole  saw  a  barge  belonging  to  the  Nimrod 
(which  was  lying  in  Tarpaulin  Cove) .  The  barge  boarded  a  Brit¬ 
ish  schooner  and  then  followed  the  above  smacks,  but  was  pre¬ 
vented  from  capturing  them  by  the  inhabitants.  The  smacks 
were  guarded  until  Sunday  by  the  inhabitants  when  a  breeze 
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springing  up  they  escaped,  as  three  barges  from  the  Nwnrod  ap¬ 
proached  to  make  a  second  attack. 

The  sloop  Two  Brothers,  with  cattle  from  New  Bedford  for 
Nantucket  in  ballast,  got  on  Green  Island  Reef,  Woods  Hole 
and  when  the  packet  passed  she  was  seen  on  fire,  and  the  people 
endeavoring  to  extinguish  the  flames,  supposed  to  have  been  set 
on  fire  by  the  barges  of  the  Nimrod. 


On  the  same  evening  a  large  ship  supposed  to  be  the  Albion 
74  went  into  the  Cove,  and  last  evening  an  express  arrived  at 
Sandwich  from  Falmouth  for  the  militia  to  go  on  there,  as  an 
attack  was  expected  from  the  united  forces  of  all  the  barges 
belonging  to  the  ship  and  brig  there,  on  that  place. 

Jan.  21,  1814 

On  Tuesday  last  3  barges  from  the  Nimrod  18  (at  anchor  in 
Tarpaulin  Cove)  went  into  Woods  Hole  for  the  purpose  of  set¬ 
ting  fire  to  the  sloop  with  cattle  of  N antucket  which  was  ashore 
there,  and  on  approaching  and  seeing  no  person  near,  the  men 
in  the  boats  gave  three  cheers.  At  that  instant  a  number  of  the 
militia,  having  assembled  previously,  and  who  were  secreted  out 
of  view  of  the  barges,  opened  a  fire  of  musketry  upon  them  on 
which  they  all  lay  down  in  their  boats,  and  were  carried  out  by 
the  current.  It  was  afterward  ascertained  that  one  man  was 
killed,  one  severely  wounded,  and  a  ball  went  through  a  Lieu¬ 
tenants  hat.  .  .  .  On  Wednesday  the  barges  took  the  mail  boat 
from  Falmouth  to  Holmes  Hole,  and  the  barges  returned  to 
the  Cove. 

The  barges  of  the  Nimrod  have  lately  made  several  unsuc¬ 
cessful  attempts  to  capture  vessels  lying  in  Holmes  Hole. 

Jan.  28, 

The  British  tender  Dove  and  the  Rosetta  her  prize,  sailed  from 
Tarpaulin  Cove  12  inst.  and  have  not  yet  returned  to  the  Vine- 
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yard.  The  Swedish  sch.  Gustava,  Nelsonburg  from  St.  Barts 
for  Boston,  cargo  molasses  (between  17  &  18,000  gal.)  arrived 
at  Tarpaulin  Cove,  20th.  inst.  On  the  morning  of  the  22nd.  the 
privateer  Retaliation ,  Freeman,  &  Liverpool  Packet ,  Sealey, 
anchored  there  from  a  short  cruise  up  Long  Island,  and  sailed 
again  next  morning,  said  to  be  bound  home,  with  the  intention 
of  giving  up  privateering  during  the  embargo.  On  Saturday 
the  Packet  took  possession  of  the  Gustava,  manned  her  out 
and  ordered  her  for  Halifax.  The  crew  were  landed  same  day. 
The  privateersmen  said  they  had  been  out  a  fortnight.  .  .  .  The 
Retaliation  had  about  40  men  and  the  Packet  about  25.  The 
night  previous  to  their  leaving  the  Cove,  they  landed  and  stole  6 
sheep  (half  merino  breed)  and  several  turkeys  belonging  to  Mr 
Withington. 

The  Gustava  sailed  from  St.  Barts  2nd.  of  Dec.  .  .  .  She 
made  the  American  coast  Dec.  26th.  and  has  been  blown  off  twice 
since,  lost  several  of  her  spars,  her  boats  etc.  split  her  sails  to 
pieces,  and  her  crew  frost  bitten.  On  5th.  of  Jan.  fell  in  with 
J uno  &  Tenedos  and  was  supplied  with  fire  having  been  8  days 
without.  Jan.  19  off  No  Mans  Land  saw  a  74  chase  and  bring  to 
a  topsail  schooner.  Same  day  was  boarded  from  the  Nimrod  brig 
just  out  of  Tarpaulin  Cove  and  treated  politely. 

No  vessels  in  Tarpaulin  Cove  on  Sunday  last.  It  is  reported 
that  the  Nimrod  returned  to  that  harbor  on  Tuesday. 

Columbian  Centinel 

Feb.  1st. 

The  Westerwick  [possibly  Waterwich  above  mentioned]  ar¬ 
rived  at  New  Bedford  on  Sunday.  She  left  at  Tarpaulin  Cove 
the  night  previous  the  Endymion  Frigate  [erroneously  stated 
to  be  the  Acosta']  and  the  Nimrod.  .  .  . 

The  Nimrod  has  captured  a  number  of  row  boats  belonging 
to  the  Vineyard,  which  have  been  armed  with  small  cannonade  or 
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blunder  busses.  These  with  her  own  boats  have  been  so  stationed 
as  to  cut  off  all  communication  between  the  Vineyard  and  New 
Bedford,  Falmouth  and  Nantucket. 

Feb.  4th. 

Capt.  Smith  of  the  schooner  Bud  of  Salem;  captured  by  the 
Albion,  74,  was  landed  on  the  26th.  ult.  on  Plumb  Island,  to¬ 
gether  with  several  other  Captains  of  captured  vessels. 

He  states  that  39  prisoners  remained  on  board  the  Albion, 
when  those  landed,  left,  belonging  to  vessels  before  heard  of ;  they 
were  to  be  distributed  among  the  ships.  —  On  the  25th.  Dec. 
(while  the  Albion  lay  in  Tarpaulin  Cove)  the  prisoners  were 
given  to  understand  that  they  should  all  be  landed  same  day,  and 
their  paroles  were  actually  making  out,  when  two  persons  came 
off  with  a  boat  load  of  fresh  beef,  the  man  who  came  on  board 
was  habited  as  a  Quaker,  and  being  known  to  several  of  the  pris¬ 
oners  was  openly  accused  of  being  a  traitor,  and  given  to  under¬ 
stand  as  soon  as  they  were  released,  they  would  cause  him  to  be 
apprehended,  the  man  in  consequence  of  these  threats,  and  fear¬ 
ful  that  if  the  prisoners  were  permitted  to  land  immediately,  he 
should  be  apprehended,  applied  to  Capt.  Devonshire  for  his  as¬ 
sistance,  who  caused  the  prisoners  to  be  detained,  and  those  of 
them  who  had  called  the  man  a  traitor,  to  be  put  in  irons.  The 
man  after  receiving  his  pay  for  the  beef  staid  on  board  the  ship 
until  the  27th,  when  he  went  on  shore,  the  other  man  said  he  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  business  having  merely  come  off  to  get  a 
license  for  a  vessel,  which  Capt.  Devonshire  refused  to  supply 
him  with,  and  referred  him  to  Com.  Hardy  as  the  proper  person 
to  give  him  one. 

Log,  H.M.S.  “Rattler” 

John  Thomson  Esq.,  Commander 

1814  Feb.  17 

A.M.  Running  into  Vineyard  Sound  10.50  Shortened  sail  and 
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came  too  off  Woods  Hole.  Sent  the  cutter  to  examine  a  sloop 
laying  in  shore. 

P.M.  1.30  the  cutter  returned  with  a  small  coasting  sloop  loaded 
with  cord  wood.  At  6  in  boats  liberated  the  sloop  having  taken 
from  her  10  chord  of  wood. 

Feb.  18 

Lying  in  Woods  Hole  Naushon  Hand. 

A.M.  At  10  hove  short;  10.15  weighed  and  made  Sail  tacked 
occasionally  working  down  the  Sound. 

P.M.  12.30  shortened  sail  and  came  too  in  Tarpaulin  Cove. 
Feb.  19. 

Punished  James  Alexander  with  48  lashes  for  mutinous  ex¬ 
pressions.  P.M.  Rec’d  1  live  Bullock.  Sent  the  American  Pris¬ 
oners  on  shore,  who  were  received  from  H.M.S.  Nieman.  At  9 
obs’d  a  schooner  stand’g  into  the  Cove,  sent  the  Boats  Manned 
&  armed  to  examine  her  at  10  the  boats  returned.  Stranger 
proved  a  Swedish  Sch’r  from  St  Bartholomew  bound  to  Boston. 
Feb.  21. 

10.30  Made  all  sail 
Feb.  10th. 

La  Hogue ,  Endymion  and  Nimrod  went  out  of  Tarpaulin  Cove 
on  Tuesday  after  landing  a  number  of  seamen  belonging  to 
Swedish  barque  Christina  and  brig  Nancy  both  from  St  Barts 
for  Newport,  which  she  had  captured  and  ordered  for  Bermuda. 


Feb.  18th. 

Arrived  at  Tarpaulin  Cove,  on  Monday  last,  Russian  ship  J os- 
eph,  Capt.  F.  Creplin,  from  St.  Ubes,  and  80  days  from  Lisbon 
with  salt,  bound  for  Boston.  Passengers,  Messers  Warner  and 
Bigelow  of  U.S.  Frigate  President ,  who  were  put  on  board  the 
prize  sch.  Falcon  from  St.  Johns  N.F.  bound  to  Allicairt,  cargo 
fish  and  ordered  for  France. 
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The  crew  were  sent  to  England  from  Balboa  and  midshipmen 
Warner  and  Biglow  were  released  by  order  of  the  Spanish  gov¬ 
ernment. 


Feb.  22nd.  British  recent  captures ; 

Sch.  Sally  from  North  Carolina  for  New  London  was  captured 
2nd.  ult.  by  the  Nieman  frigate;  and  21st  the  fine  letter  of 
Marque  sch.  Bordeaux  Packet ,  Lee  of  Baltimore  from  St 
Barts. 

Sch.  Flash ,  from  Port  au  Prince  for  New  York  has  been  cap¬ 
tured  by  the  Albion ,  La  Hogue,  Louie,  Acastra  &  Rattler,  after 
a  long  chase. 

Mr  Griffin  Jones  of  the  above  named  schooner  Sally  states  that 
on  Thursday  last  the  Rattler  anchored  in  Woods  Hole,  and  next 
day  went  into  Tarpaulin  Cove  where  she  remained  on  Saturday 
evening  taking  in  wood  and  water  and  provisions,  on  Thursday 
captured  a  sloop  with  wood  and  after  taking  out  a  part,  gave  her 
up.  Mr  Jones  was  put  on  board  a  Vineyard  boat,  ( together  with 
8  others  from  the  Nieman)  and  were  landed  at  New  Bedford. 
No  prisoners  remained  on  board  the  Rattler.  .  .  . 

On  8th.  inst.  eighteen  seamen  landed  at  Tarpaulin  Cove  from 
La  Hogue ,  belonging  to  the  Christina  and  brig  Nancy  ( Swedes ) 
from  St  Barts  for  Newport  which  she  captured  and  sent  to 
Bermuda. 


Mar.  25th. 

A  frigate  supposed  to  be  the  Endymion  was  lying  in  Tarpaulin 
Cove  the  27th.  inst. 


Apr.  5th. 

A  letter  from  New  Bedford  dated  Sunday  states  that  a  sloop 
from  that  port  for  Nantucket,  with  oil,  had  been  captured  the 
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day  previous  at  Woods  Hole  by  the  barges  of  the  Nimrod ,  brig 
at  anchor  in  Tarpaulin  Cove. 

Apr.  6th. 

A  letter  from  Holmes  Hole  6th.  inst.  mentions,  that  the  brig 
Nimrod  had  captured  in  Tarpaulin  Cove,  the  sloop  F airplay  of 
Rochester  and  manned  her  out  to  intercept  coasters ;  The  Fair- 
play  captured  sloop  Sally  with  tar,  fish  and  Rye,  and  released 
her. 


May  18th. 

The  Nimrod  anchored  in  Tarpaulin  Cove  on  Wednesday,  cap¬ 
tured  2  smacks  and  a  sloop,  attempted  to  cut  off  the  Nantucket 
mail  packet,  and  chased  a  sloop  on  shore. 


Fifth  Cruise  of  Privateer  “Yankee” 

Diary  of  Joseph  Lowe  Stevens,  Surgeon  of  the  Privateer  Yankee 
on  her  5th.  cruise. 

1814 — June  11 — Course  steered  for  America 

“  17 — At  daylight  make  a  sail  seven  miles  on  the  lee 

bow.  At  seven  came  up  and  made  prize  of  the 
schooner  Nellie  (Tinnis)  formerly  of  Balti¬ 
more,  bound  for  Havanna  to  greenoch,  manned 
with  six  men,  with  a  very  valuable  cargo  of  coffee 
and  sugar;  belonged  to  the  Jamaica  fleet  of  200 
sail.  Sailed  May  12. 

Put  R.  Burr  and  six  men  on  board  and  ordered 
for  America. 

“  19 — Made  a  schooner  right  ahead,  apparently  an 

armed  vessel.  Gave  chase  until  11,  when  a  fog 
arose  that  prevented  our  seeing  her.  The  first 
vessel  that  we  have  chased  that  has  escaped. 
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July  This  month  began  with  crew  in  good  health. 

12 — Discovered  some  fishing  craft  and  took  pilot 
W ere  in  great  danger  of  running  ashore ;  struck 
a  shoal  twice. 

14 —  Landed  some  goods 

15 —  Got  under  way  and  beat  up  to  New  Bedford,  ran 
a  great  risk,  frigate  and  brig  went  into  Tarpaulin 
Cove  the  hour  after  we  left  it. 

So  ends  the  Diary. 

The  crew  of  the  brig  deserted  almost  to  a  man  as  soon  as  the  anchor 
were  cast  in  New  Bedford  Harbor.  British  cruisers  were  swarm¬ 
ing  along  the  coast  and  every  man  deemed  himself  fortunate  in 
having  escaped  a  British  prison  Ship. 

Columbian  Centinel 

July  18th. 

The  Superb  74  and  Maidstone  frigate  were  taking  in  water  at 
Tarpaulin  Cove  on  Sunday. 


Sept.  9th. 

Arrived  sch.  Rambler,  Moore,  which  carried  the  Dutch  ministers 
baggage  to  New  York  with  a  flag  for  New  York;  on  Sunday 
in  Gardiners  Bay,  was  boarded  from  the  Superb  74,  two  frigates 
in  sight  of  Fishers  Island.  Same  night  anchored  in  Tarpaulin 
Cove  and  found  at  anchor  there  the  Pactolus  frigate  Capt.  Ayl¬ 
mer. 

The  Nimrod  came  in  on  Tuesday  evening  from  Gardiners  Bay 
with  despatches  for  Capt.  Aylmer  and  would  sail  for  Halifax 
in  a  few  days.  She  captured  on  Sat.  3  small  schooners  for  New 
York  laden  with  flour  and  on  Tuesday  a  whale  boat  from  Cape 
Cod  for  New  York  with  full  cargo  of  oil.  Came  out  of  Cove 
Thursday  morning  and  left  there  6  Nantucket  neutral  sloops; 
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another  Nantucket  sloop,  not  neutral  had  been  taken  and  ran¬ 
somed  for  $200. 

Dec.  18th. 

A  gentleman  who  left  Nantucket  on  Friday  last  states  that  the 
sloop  Union,  Barnard  from  Philadelphia,  cargo  of  flour,  was 
taken  by  the  British  Privateers  Bella  &  Liverpool  Packet  and 
ordered  for  Halifax.  Off  Gay  Head  she  was  fallen  in  with  by 
a  frigate  &  brig  bound  into  Tarpaulin  Cove,  who  took  out  the 
prize  crew  and  restored  the  vessel  to  the  Captain. 

“In  1814,  the  capture  of  the  British  privateer, Retaliation,Capt. 
Porter,  was  the  daring  act  of  32  men,  led  by  Capt.  Weston  Jenkins. 
All  volunteered ;  and  with  one  brass  four  pound,  muskets  swords 
etc.  embarked  on  board  the  little  sloop  Two  Friends  with  the 
determination  to  dispose  of  so  inconvenient  an  intruder  upon  the 
waters  of  the  Sound.  From  Woods  Hole,  being  becalmed,  they 
rowed  to  Tarpaulin  Cove,  where  the  Privateer  lay  at  anchor.  Ar¬ 
rived  within  J  of  a  mile  of  the  Retaliation ,  its  long  gun  was  fired, 
which  the  Two  Friends  chose  to  consider  a  signal  to  stop ;  and  no 
sooner  was  anchor  dropped,  than  a  boat  put  off  from  the  Privateer, 
with  the  captain  and  five  men.  Capt.  Jenkins  men,  with  the  ex¬ 
ception  of  two  or  three,  kept  out  of  sight  until  the  boat  was  along¬ 
side  and  made  fast;  then,  at  a  signal  previously  agreed  on,  twenty 
men  rose  up  and  pointed  their  muskets  into  the  boat,  demanding  a 
surrender.  Then  putting  twelve  men  on  board  the  privateer  boat, 
they  got  under  way  the  sloop  also,  boarded  the  privateer,  and  car¬ 
ried  her  without  resistance.  They  brought  in  their  prize  and  its 
cargo,  consisting  of  chiefly  plunder,  was  here  *  landed.  The  priva¬ 
teer  had  five  guns,  12  men,  and  two  American  prisoners.” 

Miss  Ellen  T.  Emerson’s  version  of  her  cousin  John  Cotton 
Parker’s  story  of  the  Naval  Battle  of  Naushon,  written  directly 
after  from  memory : 

*  Falmouth. 
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There  was  a  British  privateer,  the  Retaliation,  in  these  waters 
which  sent  out  her  barges  and  took  the  coasting  vessels. 

She  came  and  lay  in  Tarpaulin  Cove,  and  a  company  of  us  at 
Falmouth  made  up  our  minds  to  take  her.  We  heard  her  officers 
come  ashore  ’most  every  night,  and  we  thought  we  could  capture 
them,  so  we  went  over  to  Naushon,  but  when  we  came  to  the  Cove 
we  found  the  officers  hadn’t  appeared  that  night.  So  we  went  home 
again. 

But  the  next  night  we  determined  to  go  by  water.  The  sloop 
Two  Friends  of  N antucket,  a  coaster  commanded  by  a  Falmouth 
man,  Captain  Weston  Jenkins,  was  in  at  Falmouth,  and  he  under¬ 
took  it.  It  was  the  evening  of  October  28, 1814.  There  was  a  moon 
but  it  was  raining.  The  wind  was  south  east  when  we  started,  but 
by  the  time  we  came  to  Job’s  Neck  it  had  died  away.  We  were  in 
sight  of  the  privateer;  Captain  Jones  had  divided  us  into  two 
companies,  —  one  stayed  down  in  the  cabin,  the  other  was  on  deck. 

There  was  a  board  all  around  the  gunwale  to  screen  us  and  we 
were  all  lying  down.  No  one  was  to  be  seen  but  two  men  walking 
about  on  deck.  The  privateer  fired  and  we  laid  to ;  presently  we  saw 
her  barge  putting  out  for  us.  When  it  came  close  to  they  hailed  us 
and  said,  “What  sloop  is  this?”  Captain  Jenkins  answered,  “The 
William  of  Falmouth.”  “  Whose  in  command  of  this  sloop  ?  ”  By 
that  time  he  was  right  alongside.  Captain  Jenkins  said,  “I  am,” 
and  stamped  his  foot,  —  and  they  saw  men  enough  then!  We  all 
jumped  up  at  the  signal  and  the  men  below  came  right  on  deck. 
The  man  in  the  barge  lifted  his  gun  to  fire,  but  it  only  flashed 
in  the  pan. 

One  of  our  men  was  kinder  excited  and  he  jumped  right  into 
their  barge  and  took  that  man  and  threw  him  neck  and  heels  right 
on  to  our  deck.  He  couldn’t  ha’  done  it  if  he  hadn’t  been  so  excited. 


E.  T.  E.  left  the  story  unfinished. 
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No  attempt  has  been  made  to  search  the  shipping  lists  of  the 
next  five  or  six  years  for  fear  that  the  Tarpaulin  Cove  log  will  be 
too  cumbrous.  This  gap,  however,  marks  a  distinct  change  in 
shipping  upon  the  coast. 

With  the  ending  of  hostilities,  privateering  activities  stopped. 
The  whaling  industry  was  fast  getting  into  its  stride.  Nantucket 
was  recovering  from  the  effects  of  the  War  of  1812  and  New 
Bedford  had  forged  ahead  in  its  whaling  career.  The  vessels  sail¬ 
ing  from  Nantucket,  Edgartown,  Vineyard  Haven,  and  Fal¬ 
mouth  often  spent  a  night  or  two  at  Tarpaulin  Cove,  after  leav¬ 
ing  the  home  port,  in  order  to  be  shipshape  before  starting  on  the 
long  voyage.  For  the  same  reason,  returning  whalers  often 
stopped  in  for  a  final  brushing  up,  before  going  in  to  their  des¬ 
tination. 

Ship  “Loan” 

Allen  Tilton  of  Martha’s  Vineyard,  Master 

Ship  Journal  of  a  Voyage  from  Edgartown  toward  the  Pacific 
Ocean  kept  on  board  ship  Loan.  Sailed  for  Tarpaulin  Cove, 
whence  she  sailed  with  all  well  on  board,  bound  around  Cape  Horn. 

Sat.  June  16th  1821 

At  1  P.M.  sailed  from  Edgartown  with  a  moderate  breeze  from 
S.S.W.  and  clear  weather.  At  4  P.M.  came  to  in  Holmes  Hole 
harbor  with  the  small  bower  and  furled  sails.  So  ends  the  day. 
Mon.  18th 

At  1  P.M.  weyed  and  sailed  with  the  wind  from  the  S.W.  At 
4  P.M.  came  to  in  Tarpaulin  Cove  and  furled  sails.  So  ends. 
Tues.  19th 

These  24  hours  moderate  brezes  and  flattening  weather  with 
fog,  lying  in  the  Cove. 

Wed.  20th 

This  day  moderate  winds  and  variable,  from  S.E.  to  S.S.W. 
So  ends. 
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Thur.  21 

First  part  of  the  24  hours  moderate  wind  from  the  southward 
with  fog  lying  in  the  Cove,  latter  part  moderate  winds  from 
the  east  and  foggy,  at  9  P.M.  took  our  anchor  and  steered  out  the 
Sound.  At  11  crossed  Gay  Head  bridge  in  7  fathoms  water 
and  the  fog  lighted  up.  Saw  No  mans  Land  bearing  S.  b  E. 
All  hands  employed  clearing  ship.  So  ends  all  well  on  board. 

Fri.  22 

.  .  .  At  6  P.M.  Gay  Head  bore  North  1  leagues  distant,  from 
which  I  take  my  departure. 


1821 

Boston  Daily  Advertiser 

Dec.  11,  1821 

In  Tarpaulin  Cove;  Sloop  Delight,  Nichols,  Schooner  Five 
Brothers,  Mereen,  from  Martinique  22  days  to  Boston,  cargo 
rum  and  molasses,  went  on  shore  on  Manamshaw  Bite  the  6th., 
cargo  safe,  vessel  not  injured  in  the  hull. 

Sailed 

Sloop  Hector  and  a  fleet. 

Arrived 

Schooner  Superior,  Cole,  Salem  for  Phila.,  Three  Sisters, 
Dunman,  Boston  for  Fredericksburg;  Susannah,  Nye,  Port¬ 
land  for  New  York;  Delaware ,  House,  Philadelphia  for 
Boston. 


The  flavor  of  Naushon  venison  lingered  in  the  memory  of 
many  an  outward  bound  sailor,  but  he  appreciated  even  more 
keenly  his  first  taste  of  fresh  island  mutton  and  Tarpaulin  turnips 
on  his  return  from  the  Pacific  Ocean  or  the  Sea  of  Japan. 
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1823 

Nantucket  Inquirer 

Aug.  26th. 

Arrived  at  Tarpaulin  Cove  on  Wednesday  last  ship  Minerva, 
Swain,  of  New  Bedford.  97  days  from  Coquimbo  with  1100 
bbls.  oil. 


Oct.  7th. 

The  ship  Sophia,  Cathcart,  from  St.  Ubes,  33  days,  anchored 
in  Tarpaulin  Cove  27th.  landed  a  passenger,  and  sailed  next 
day  for  New  York. 


Dec.  16th. 

At  Tarpaulin  Cove,  6th.  ship  Independence,  Hammond,  160 
days  from  coast  of  Peru  for  New  Bedford  with  2000  bbls. 
Sperm  oil.  The  Independence  experienced  a  very  severe  gale 
Nov.  30  &  lost  2  boats. 


Dec.  23rd. 

At  Tarpaulin  cove  on  Thursday  ship  Charles  B.  Coffin  from 
Brazil  banks  for  Boston  with  1600  bbls.  oil. 


1824 

Nantucket  Inquirer 

April  26th,  1824 

Arrived  at  Tarpaulin  Cove  on  Friday  last  ship  Martha,  Reed, 
of  New  Bedford,  from  coast  of  Brazil  with  1900  bbls.  oil.  Re¬ 
ports  ships  South  American  Feb.  15,  2000  bbls.,  16th  Improve¬ 
ment  1000;  parted  with  her  that  day.  She  had  two  black  men 
hurt,  one  thought  mortally. 
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Nov.  15,  1824 

Arrival  ship  Globe  (late  Worth)  arrived  at  Edgartown  yes¬ 
terday.  This  notes  the  return  of  the  Nantucket  whaler  Globe 
after  the  fateful  voyage,  in  the  course  of  which  the  worst  mu¬ 
tiny  in  whaling  annals  occurred. 

The  ship  Loan ,  having  returned  from  the  voyage  which  began 
in  1821,  again  set  sail  from  Edgartown  under  command  of  Cap¬ 
tain  Allen  Tilton. 

Ship  “Loan,”  Capt.  Allen  Tilton 
Sea  Journal 

Saturday  Jan.  the  3rd. 

Hailed  off  from  the  wharf  came  to  below  the  flats  in  4j  fathoms 
water. 

Monday  the  5th. 

Weyed  and  sailed  for  Tarpolin  Cove  at  5  P.M.  came  to  anchor 
in  6  fathoms  water.  Light  wind  from  the  south. 

Wednesday  the  7th. 

At  8  A.M.  I  arrived  from  Edgartown  in  the  Fairamerican  with 
the  ships  papers  and  the  fifth  boat  and  joined  the  ship  at  9  A.M. 
got  under  way  for  sea  with  fine  breeze  from  N.N.W.  Dis¬ 
charged  Wm.  Norton  the  pilot.  Steared  out  as  far  as  Quickes 
Hole  and  fell  calm  at  11  P.M.  Brezing  from  S.S.E.  put  back 
at  7  P.M.  Came  to  the  Cove  in  6  fathoms,  the  light  bearing 
S.W.  by  S.  So  end  in  the  Cove. 

Monday  the  12th. 

This  severole  days  past  have  been  lying  in  the  Cove  have  had 
durty  weather  from  the  Eastwood. 

Wind  N.  by  W. 

January  the  12th.  took  our  anchor  for  sea  at  8  in  the  morning 
&  steared  out  the  sound  at  9  o’clock  abreast  of  Robinsons  Hole, 
at  12  o’clock  Nomans  Land  bore  N.E.  distant  5  leagues  from 
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which  I  take  my  departure  being  in  Latt.  41  "15  N.  and  Long. 
70"49  W. 


1825 

Nantucket  Inquirer 

Dec.  26th.  1825 

Sailed  from  Tarpaulin  Cove  on  Monday  last  ship  Japan ,  Chase, 
for  Pacific  Ocean.  _ 

At  Oahu  28  Aug.  Brig  Nile ,  Forbes*,  left  Oahu  for  coast  of 
Mexico  about  20  Aug. 


March  18,  1826  Boston,  Feb.  1826  letter  from  Capt.  Forbes  from 
Oahu  for  Canton  to  South  America  noting  2  islands  not  on  chart. 


Journal  of  a  Voyage  from  Nantucket  to  the  South  Seas 

Kemarks  on  Thursday  Oct.  28  1825 
Commences  with  strong  wind  from  S.S.W.  at  11  A.M.  Weighed 
anchor  from  Edgartown  outer  roads  Steared  up  the  sound  under 
single  reefed  topsail.  At  12  spoke  the  ship  Swift  from  Cape  Horn 
all  full.  So  ends. 

Remarks  on  Friday  Oct.  29  1825 
Commences  with  strong  gales  from  S.S.W.  At  2  P.M.  came  to 
with  the  best  bower  in  Tarpolin  Cove,  furled  the  sails  cleared  up 
the  decks.  Middle  part  fresh  gales  from  the  S.W.  Later  part 
more  moderate.  Some  rain. 

Remarks  on  Saturday  Oct.  30  1825 
First  part  come  with  moderate  breezes  from  the  Northward  and 
Westward,  all  hands  imployed  in  sundry  jobs,  at  2  P.M.  went  on 

*This  was  Robert  Bennett  Forbes,  brother  of  John  M.  Forbes,  late  owner  of 
Naushon. 
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shore  after  a  pipe  of  water,  one  of  the  crew  run  away  at  6  P.M. 
went  on  board  of  the  Old  Town  Pilot  boat  heard  some  news  from 
home.  Middle  and  later  part  wind  from  Southard  and  Westard. 

Remarks  on  board  Sunday  31  1825 
First  part  light  winds  from  the  westward  at  3  P.M.  [righted]  the 
anchor.  Middle  part  much  the  same.  At  3  P.M.  got  the  ship 
under  way.  Wind  from  the  westward  got  as  far  as  the  middle  of 
the  Sound,  wind  died  the  tide  made  a  head  by  which  we  were 
obliged  to  come  to  anchor  while  the  Capt.  [Hedge]  went  on  shore 
for  purpose  of  shiping  1  or  2  men  but  could  not  find  any.  So  Ends. 

1826 

Aug.  26,  1826 

At  Tarpaulin  Cove  on  Wednesday  a  brig  from  coast  of  Guinea 
belonging  to  New  Bedford.  The  Orien,  Alley  went  to  sea 
from  the  Cove  on  Thursday  morning. 

1827 

Nantucket  Inquirer 

At  Tarpolin  Cove  on  Wednesday  Ships  Congress  and 
Clarkam ,  hence  ...  all  ready  for  sea  — 

Feb.  17,  1827 

Arr.  at  Tarpolin  Cove  10th.  ship  Swift,  Allen,  from  the  South 
Seas  for  New  Bedford,  with  a  full  cargo  sperm  oil. 

Mar.  10th.  1827 

Arr.  at  Tarpolin  Cove  on  Wednesday  ship  Wilmington  and 
Liverpool  Packet,  Briggs;  and  Pacific,  Potter,  both  from 
Pacific  Ocean  for  New  Bedford  with  full  cargoes  of  sperm  oil. 
The  Pacific  spoke  off  Cape  Horn  Ship  Ontario,  Barber,  of  and 
for  this  port. 


338 


Early  History  of  Naushon  Island 


May  26  1827 

Brig  Quito,  Burtch,  of  New  Bedford  touched  at  Tarpolin  Cove 
on  Friday  last  week,  landed  3  sick  men,  and  immediately  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  sea  in  search  of  whales  seen  on  the  coast.  The  Quito 
left  the  coast  of  Africa  about  Feb.  1  in  160  bbls.  oil,  and  was 
last  from  Bay  of  Mexico  where  she  had  taken  no  oil. 

Dec.  22,  1827 

Arr.  at  Tarpolin  Cove  Dec.  7  brig  Aurora,  Pearson,  from  Porto- 
rico  bound  to  Boston  with  loss  of  fore  topmast  &  bowsprit  & 
other  damages  to  her  hull,  having  been  run  aboard  by  brig 
Hannah  from  Russia  bound  to  Boston.  The  officiers  and  crew 
of  the  Hannah  arrived  in  the  Aurora. 

1828 

New  Bedford  Mercury 
Notice  to  Mariners 

Oct.  13  1828 

A  spar  buoy  has  recently  been  placed  off  the  Weepicket  Rock 
in  Buzzards  Bay  which  lies  in  the  direct  track  from  this  place 
to  Woods  Hole. 

The  buoy  is  20  ft.  distant  in  N.W.  direction  from  the  rock. 

Nantucket  Inquirer 
Notice  to  Mariners 

Nov. 

Nobsque  Point  Light  House  situated  in  the  town  of  Falmouth 
near  Eastern  entrance  to  Woods  Hole  has  been  completed  and 
was  lighted  on  the  10th.  inst.  Bearings  Gay  Head  Light 
S.W.  JW.  15  [miles]  Tarpolin  Cove  Light  House  W.S.W. 
6  [miles]. 

H.  S.  Dearborn 

Custom  House  Boston. 
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Log,  Ship  “Louisa” 


Nov. 

First  part  strong  gale  and  thick  rainy  weather.  Ship  laboring 
hard  under  3  close  reefd  topsails,  at  4  P.M.  saw  4  vessels  stand¬ 
ing  E.N.E.  Wore  ship  and  followed  them  for  Vineyard  Sound. 
At  5  P.M.  made  Cuttyhunk  bearing  N.E.,  at  6  came  too  in 
Tarpouling  Cove. 

Middle  part  strong  gales  &  rainy  weather  S.W.  to  W. 

Latter  part  strong  wind  and  clear,  took  a  Pilot  for  Newport  & 
got  all  ready  to  start. 


Sat.  22nd. 

First  part  strong  wind  and  clear  cold  weather,  employed  set¬ 
ting  up  the  rigging.  At  merid.  one  of  the  Boat  steerers  re¬ 
fused  duty,  would  rather  go  ashore  so  I  put  him  ashore. 

Middle  part  Brisk  winds  at  Midnight  hove  up  and  got  under 
way.  At  2  I  found  the  man  on  Board,  I  put  ashore,  and  being 
mutinously  inclined  I  put  him  in  irons.  At  7  A.M.  made  beaver 
tail  point  bearing  W.N.W.,  hauld  up  for  Newport. 


N antucket  Inquirer 

Nov.  29  1828 

Arr.  at  Tarpolin  Cove  ship  Louisa,  Townsend,  which  left  New 
York  13  inst.  for  the  Brazil  Banks.  Sprung  her  mainmast  on 
the  14th.  in  a  heavy  gale  from  the  N.E.  and  put  back  to  repair. 


1830 

1830  Ship  Louisa,  Coffin,  Pacific  Ocean  1200  bbls.  Last  re¬ 
ported  at  Tarpaulin  Cove  Nov.  15th  in  distress. 
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1831 

Log,  Ship  “Louisa” 

Mar.  17 

First  part  strong  wind  thick  smoky  weather  at  2  P.M.  hauled 
around  Gay  Head  at  3  came  too  an  anchor  with  our  best  bower 
in  Tarpolin  cove  in  3  fathoms  of  water.  Sent  down  main  Royal 
yards  and  made  the  ship  snug  for  a  gale.  Middle  part  strong 
gales  and  thick  weather. 

Snowy  weather 

So  ends  at  anchor  in  Tarpolin  Cove 

Friday 

Mar  18  —  Strong  gales  clear  weather 

at  8  A.M.  got  under  way  for  Holmes  Hole. 

“So  ends”  the  two  and  a  half  year  voyage  begun  in  Novem¬ 
ber,  1828. 

Ship  Union ,  Capt.  Osburn,  Pacific  Ocean  sailed  Oct.  5,  arr. 
April  23  1831,  full. 

Note  —  Built  at  Rochester  1828.  Returned  to  Tarpaulin  Cove 
twice  with  Capt.  Osborne  sick  —  Sailed  finally  under  com¬ 
mand  of  mate  Fisher. 


1832 


Oct.  19 

Sloop  Thomas  sailed  from  Tarpaulin  Cove  for  Charleston 
S.  C.  Gale  of  wind  22nd.  to  29th.  supposed  to  have  foundered 
in  the  gale.  Those  lost  were  Abner  D.  Pease,  master,  Marshall 
Luce,  mate  and  eight  unidentified  seamen. 

The  officers  were  Vineyard  men. 
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1833 

Jan.  19 

The  sch.  Arcade ,  Capt.  Roderick,  from  New  York  for  Salem 
with  a  cargo  of  flour  beef  stores  etc.  on  Friday  morning  last 
week  stuck  on  the  “Hen  and  Chickens”  and  in  a  few  hours 
bilged,  rolled  over,  and  finally  on  Saturday  afternoon,  drifted 
ashore  on  the  north  side  of  Naushaun  Island.  No  lives  were  lost, 
though  all  hands  were  much  frost  bitten.  A  considerable  part 
of  the  cargo  will  probably  be  saved. 


Sat.  19 

Also  at  New  Bedford,  sloop  Active ,  Baker  from  Naushaun 
with  130  bbls.  beef  120  bbls.  flour,  anchors  cables  etc.  from  the 
wreck  of  the  sch.  Arcade.  The  Active  brought  the  hull  of  the 
sch.  in  tow  until  compelled  by  the  violence  of  the  gale  to  cut 
from  it  in  the  Bay  at  10  o’clock  Tuesday  evening.  It  afterward 
drifted  ashore  near  Aponoganset  Harbor  and  went  to  pieces. 
The  remainder  of  the  cargo  has  been  saved. 


24th. 

The  ship  Orion  of  this  Port  which  sailed  from  Tarpaulin  Cove 
on  Tues.  morning  the  15th.  inst.  after  proceeding  several  leagues 
west  of  Gay  Head  and  discharging  her  pilot  was  compelled  to 
put  about  in  consequence  of  the  severe  gale  from  the  S.E.  and 
anchored  within  Gay  Head  Light.  During  the  night  she  parted 
her  chain  and  anchor,  and  on  Wed.  A.M.  returned  to  Tarpaulin 
Cove. 


Jan.  29th. 

The  ship  Ceres ,  Sampson  of  and  for  New  Bedford  arr.  at  Tar¬ 
paulin  Cove  on  Sunday,  from  the  Indian  Ocean  with  2200  bbls. 
whale  and  800  sperm  oil. 
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Jan.  27th. 

Sailed  from  Tarpaulin  Cove  on  Saturday  ship  Orion  of  this 
Port  for  Pacific  Ocean. 


Feb.  9th. 

A  whale  ship  hove  to,  off  Quicks  Hole  on  Sunday  and  a  pilot 
put  on  board  of  her,  supposed  to  be  bound  for  Tarpaulin  Cove. 


1834 

Apr.  23  1834 

At  Tarpaulin  Cove  Sunday  Ship  Arbella ,  Harris,  of  Plymouth 
from  Pacific  Ocean  2100  bbls  sperm  &  200  oil. 


Xov.  26  1834 

Sloop  Fo.r  of  Sandwich  for  this  port  went  ashore  at  Tarpaulin 
Cove  during  the  gale  of  Tuesday  morning.  Will  probably  be 
got  off. 


Dec.  3  1834 

At  Tarpaulin  Cove  on  Wednesday  ship  Gideon  Hozdand , 
Sherman,  for  Xew  Bedford  from  Pac.  Ocean  last  from  Per¬ 
nambuco  with  3100  bbls.  sperm  oil. 


Dec.  7  1834 

Tarpaulin  Cove  the  sch.  Live  Oak ,  Graham,  from  Albany  for 
Xantucket  was  driven  ashore  in  the  gale  of  yesterday  and  has 
bilged.  Her  cargo  of  corn  damaged  —  a  vessel  went  alongside 
this  morning  to  take  out  her  cargo. 


Maritime  Notes 


343 


Journal  of  Voyage  from  Edgartown  to  Pacific  Ocean 
Kept  on  Board  Ship  “Linia,”  Captain  William  Wyer 
Dec.  6 

These  24  hours  moderate  weather  at  3  P.M.  took  the  anchor 
and  proceeded  to  the  Cove.  Middle  part  very  moderate  at  6 
A.M.  let  go  starboard  anchor  and  broke  it  and  then  let  go 
the  kedge  and  commenced  sending  down  fore  topmast.  Wind 
blowing  very  heavy  from  S.S.W. 

Sunday  7th. 

These  24  hours  commence  heavy  squalls  from  S.S.W.  with  rain 
at  4  more  moderate  hove  in  the  starboard  chain  and  received 
an  anchor  from  the  shore,  middle  part  strong  breezes  from  west, 
latter  part  mod.  sent  up  fore  topmast  and  lower  yards. 

Monday  8th. 

24  hours  mod.  breeze  from  W.  got  new  anchor  on  to  the  bow 
and  ready  for  sea  —  2  A.M.  light  airs  wind  from  South,  called 
all  hands  hove  in  some  chain  let  go  S.  anchor  at  1  got  the  kedge 
over  and  sent  down  fore  and  main  yards,  latter  part  strong  winds. 
Tuesday  9th. 

24  hours  commences  strong  winds  S.W.  got  yards  aloft  and 
took  in  kedge,  took  in  S.  anchor  and  hove  short  and  made  sail 
and  went  to  sea. 


1836 

Ship  “Charles  Carroll”  from  Nantucket 
Aug.  31  — 

Coming  with  light  breezes  from  the  S.  at  1  P.M.  got  under 
way  from  Edgartown  then  up  the  Sound  at  6  came  to  in  Tar- 
polin  Cove  in  9  fathoms  water  at  5  got  under  way.  Beat  out 
of  the  Sound  at  9  A.M.  discharged  the  pilot  at  11  No  mans 
Land  bore  N.N.E.  dist.  10  mis. 
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1837 

Log  Book,  Ship  “Maria,”*  Sumner  Pierce,  Captain 
[This  voyage  started  May  1,  1836] 


Friday  Oct.  20  1837 

Fresh  breezes  from  the  N.E.  beating  down  the  Sound.  At 
2  A.M.  came  to  anchor  in  Tarpaulin  Cove  the  Light  bearing 
S.W.  by  S.  Wind  East  several  schooners  to  anchor.  Latter 
part  light  wind  from  S.E.  and  passing  clouds.  Lying  at  anchor 
in  the  Cove. 

Leak  600  strokes  per  hour 


Saturday  Oct.  21  1837 

Moderate  breeze  from  South.  Lying  at  anchor.  Saw  a  brig 
going  down  Sound.  Middle  part  the  same.  Latter  part  fresh 
breezes  from  N.N.W.  at  6  got  under  way  and  went  up  Sound  — 
So  ends. 


1838 

Ship  “Joseph  Starbuck” 

Capt.  Sanford  Wilbur 

Nov.  17  Commences  with  strong  wind  from  S.  attended  with  rain 
lying  in  Tarpolin  Cove,  middle  part  same,  later  part  winds  from 
N.W.  At  7  A.M.  got  under  way  in  company  with  ship  Fresedent, 
at  10  discharged  pilot. 


*  Possibly  the  “old”  Maria  which  had  already  (1828)  performed  four 
voyages  to  London,  three  to  Brazil  Banks,  one  to  Indian  Ocean,  one  to  Falkland 
Islands,  and  fifteen  to  the  Pacific  since  1783. 
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1840 

Ship  “Mariner,”  George  E.  Folger 
Sat.  3rd  Oct. 

First  part  fresh  breeze  from  S.W.  fair  weather.  Set  up  main 
topmast  back  stays  &  rigging.  At  3  P.M.  wind  and  tide  being 
both  against  us,  Gay  Head  bearing  about  S.  by  E.,  we  put  back 
and  came  to  in  Tarpolin  Cove  with  the  larbard  anchor.  At 
daylight  got  under  way  with  wind  about  S.W.  Commenced 
beating  up  the  Sound. 


1841 

August  21  on  Board  Ship  “Navigator” 

Aug.  22 

Commences  with  light  breezes  and  pleasant  employed  in  beat¬ 
ing  out  in  the  Sound,  at  4  P.M.  came  to  anchor  in  Tarpolin 
Cove  in  8  fathoms  muddy  bottom  and  furled  the  sails,  3rd. 
mate  and  boat  steerers  standing  the  watch. 

Middle  part  light  breezes,  thick.  At  daylight  commenced  wash¬ 
ing. 

Aug.  23 

Commenced  light  breezes  and  pleasant  got  under  way  2  P.M. 

Ship  “Ocean” 

Oct.  18  came  to  anchor  in  Tarpolin  Cove,  got  under  way  22nd. 

1842 

Whaling  Log,  Ship  “Roman,”*  Captain  Alex  Barker 

From  Pacific  Ocean 

Tues.  15th.  Commences  with  brisk  winds  from  W.N.W.  steer¬ 
ing  E.B.N.  with  all  sail  set  to  the  breeze  at  1  passed  a  New 

*  Edward  C.  Jones,  grandfather  of  author,  part  owner. 
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London  pilot  boat  at  3  P.M.  abreast  Block  Island  and  took  a 
Pilot  and  kept  off  our  course.  At  4  bent  the  cables,  at  5  heavy 
squalls  from  N.N.W.  to  N.  at  6  furled  the  mainsail  and  put  2 
reefs  in  topsail  steering  N.N.W.  at  9  P.M.  came  to  anchor  in 
Tarpolin  Cove  with  larboard  anchor  and  50  fathoms  of  cable. 
That  not  holding,  let  go  the  other  anchor  to  snub  her.  Heading 
W.S.W.  a  strong  current  setting  to  eastward.  At  10  had  furled 
the  sails  and  spliced  the  mam  brace  and  set  the  watch  standing 
two  &  two.  Latter  part  blowing  gale  from  N.W. 

Wed.  16th. 

Commences  rather  more  moderate.  At  1  P.M.  Capt.  Barker 
and  the  Pilot  Coffin  went  on  shore.  15  sail  lying  here,  waiting  for 
wether  to  go  to  sea.  At  4  P.M.  fine  wether  hove  the  starboard 
anchor  [  ]  for  the  tide  to  turn  to  go  get  under  way  at  4;  6  or 

7  vessels  went  out  bound  to  the  westward. 

At  4  A.M.  called  all  hands  and  hove  short  at  6  took  the  anchor 
&  steered  up  the  Sound  at  7j  went  through  Quicks  Hole  at  9 
came  to  above  the  Island  at  10  took  our  anchor  again  and  run 
along  side  wharf  make  ship  fast  &  furled  sails  and  went  on  shore 
about  12.  Having  bin  absent  about  18  months  &  brought  a  cargo 
of  3000  blls  whale  oil,  400  sperm,  30,000  lb.  Bone. 

“SO  ENDS”  this  successful  voyage,  and  so  ends  the  Tar¬ 
paulin  Log  which  can  only  faintly  picture  the  scenes  of  a  day  that 
is  gone. 

In  Eldredge’s  “Coast  Pilot,”  published  each  year,  there  is  a 
chart  of  the  western  approach  to  Vineyard  Sound.  On  this  the 
south  shore  of  Nashawena  and  Pasque  is  marked  as  “The  Grave¬ 
yard.”  The  text  explains  that  owing  to  the  strong  northerly  set 
of  the  tide  entering  the  Sound  many  vessels  have  been  lost  here. 

Especial  watch  has  been  kept  for  records  of  disasters  in  this 
spot,  and  surprisingly  enough  scarcely  one  instance  of  a  wreck 
upon  “The  Graveyard”  has  been  found.  The  Sow  and  Pig’s 
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Reef  off  Cuttyhunk  has,  on  the  other  hand,  the  blackest  of  records 
in  these  early  years. 

It  is  pleasant  to  stop  this  history  at  the  time  when  shipping 
was  at  its  height.  No  one  can  read  these  pages  without  realizing 
the  contrast  between  Tarpaulin  in  its  bustling  days  one  hundred 
years  ago,  and  the  Cove  as  it  is  now,  in  its  present  serene  solitude. 


Chapter  VIII 

BOWDOIN  OWNERSHIP 

J\l  bowdoin  family  biography  would  fill  many  volumes  and 
would  not  add  a  great  deal  to  knowledge  of  Naushon,  but  as  this 
family  owned  the  island  for  one  hundred  and  thirteen  years  a 
brief  sketch  seems  appropriate. 

Perhaps  the  clearest  idea  of  the  several  generations  of  Bow- 
doins  comes  from  a  study  of  their  portraits.  These,  painted  by 
the  best  artists  of  the  day,  are  an  impressive  collection. 

Pierre  Baudoin  emigrated  from  La  Rochelle,  France,  in  1685 
and  settled  with  his  family  in  Casco  Bay,  now  Portland,  Maine. 
James,  son  of  Pierre,  was  born  some  ten  years  before  this  move. 
The  large  interests  in  Maine  acquired  by  the  elder  Baudoin  re¬ 
mained  in  the  family  for  several  generations. 

In  1730  James  Bowdoin,  then  living  in  Boston,  became  inter¬ 
ested  in  Naushon  and  partly  through  foreclosure  of  a  mortgage 
he  bought  the  island  from  John  Winthrop. 

He  had  ten  children,  only  five  of  whom  lived  to  maturity. 
His  daughters  were  Elizabeth,  Judith  and  Mary,  and  his  two  sons, 
William  and  James.  This  James,  later  Governor  of  Massachu¬ 
setts,  had  a  long  and  distinguished  career.  He  was  born  in  Boston 
in  1726  and  graduated  from  Harvard  College  in  1745.  From 
1757-1774  he  was  a  member  of  the  Massachusetts  Council,  and  its 
president  during  the  crucial  years  of  the  beginning  of  the  Revo¬ 
lution,  1775  to  1777.  From  1779-1780  he  was  president  of  the 
Constitutional  Convention  of  Massachusetts,  also  serving  as  chair¬ 
man  of  the  committee  by  which  the  draft  of  the  Constitution  was 
prepared. 


Honorable  James  Bowdoin  and  His  Sister,  Lady  Temple 
Late  18th  Century.  Artist  Unknown 
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As  a  member  of  the  lower  house  of  the  general  court  he  was, 
in  the  words  of  Governor  Hutchinson,  “without  a  rival,”  and  on 
the  approach  of  the  War  of  Independence  was  “the  principal 
supporter  of  the  opposition  to  the  Government.”  From  1785  to 
1787,  after  the  end  of  the  war,  he  was  Governor  of  Massachusetts, 
suppressing  with  much  vigor  Shays’s  Rebellion. 

He  was  interested  in  Natural  Philosophy,  and  presented  vari¬ 
ous  papers  before  the  Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  of  which  he 
was  a  founder,  and  the  first  president. 

His  vast  correspondence  includes  letters  from  many  of  the 
foremost  Englishmen  as  well  as  the  leading  American  statesmen 
of  the  day.  There  are  letters  from  Washington,  Lafayette,  Ro- 
chambeau  and  the  New  England  Revolutionary  leaders,  and  his 
relation  with  Franklin  was  intimate  and  affectionate.  These  con¬ 
temporary  letters  concerning  the  beginning  of  the  Revolution, 
the  Boston  Tea  Party,  and  later  Shays’s  Rebellion,  and  telling  of 
the  gathering  of  mobs  in  the  towns  and  the  calling  of  the  militia 
to  quell  them,  all  give  an  extraordinarily  human  and  graphic  pic¬ 
ture  of  these  events. 

Governor  Bowdoin  had  two  children,  a  son  and  a  daughter. 
The  daughter,  Elizabeth,  married  Sir  John  Temple  and  lived  in 
England  until  her  husband’s  death.  She  then  returned  to  Boston 
to  be  near  her  brother.  Her  son,  James  Bowdoin  Temple,  was 
educated  in  England.  He  later  changed  his  name  to  J ames  Temple 
Bowdoin,  this  adoption  of  the  name  being  a  stipulation  of  his 
uncle  in  making  him  his  heir.  Her  daughter,  Elizabeth  Temple, 
married  Thomas  L.  Winthrop,  grandson  of  John  Winthrop, 
F.R.S. 

Governor  Bowdoin’s  son  James,  usually  termed  “The  Honor¬ 
able,”  is  the  member  of  the  family  most  closely  identified  with 
Naushon. 

He  was  born  in  Boston  September  22,  1752,  graduated  from 
Harvard  in  1771,  studied  at  Oxford,  traveled  in  Europe  and  re- 
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turned  to  this  country  in  time  to  enter  Boston  with  Washington 
on  the  British  Evacuation,  March  17,  1776.  He  married  Sarah, 
only  child  of  his  uncle  William  Bowdoin.  In  1804  he  was  ap¬ 
pointed  Minister  to  Spain,  and  in  1805  Associate  Minister  to 
France.  In  1808,  owing  to  ill  health,  he  resigned  and  the  follow¬ 
ing  year  returned  to  the  United  States. 

On  October  11th,  1811,  he  died  at  Naushon  at  the  age  of 
fifty-nine.  He  had  no  children  and  left  his  art  collection,  then 
considered  the  finest  in  the  country,  to  Bowdoin  College,  so  named 
in  honor  of  his  father.  The  College  he  made  residuary  legatee  of 
his  estate,  but  to  his  nephew  James  Temple,  as  above  stated,  he 
left  his  real  estate  on  consideration  that  he  adopt  the  name 
Bowdoin. 

This  nephew,  James  Temple  Bowdoin,  lived  in  England. 
Upon  his  death  in  1842  the  property  was  claimed  by  his  son, 
James  T.  Bowdoin.  This  claim  was  contested  by  Bowdoin  Col¬ 
lege.  In  1843  a  compromise  was  reached,  whereby  the  island 
property  was  sold  to  William  W.  Swain  and  John  M.  Forbes 
and  the  proceeds  divided,  seven-tenths  going  to  James  T.  Bow¬ 
doin  and  three-tenths  to  Bowdoin  College. 

Few  Bowdoin  letters  concerning  Naushon  between  the  years 
1730  and  1801  have  been  found.  The  island  was  divided  into  a 
number  of  stock  farms,  each  leased  to  a  tenant  farmer.  The  divi¬ 
sions  were  as  follows:  at  the  eastern  end  the  Dairy  Farm,  Nona- 
messet  and  later  Uncatena;  at  the  western  end  the  Cove  Farm, 
Cottage  Lot,  West  End  and  Hollow  Farm.  The  amount  of  stock 
gradually  increased  and  reached  a  high  point  just  before  the 
Revolution.  During  the  years  of  the  War,  repeated  raids  by  the 
British  practically  swept  off  all  the  cattle,  sheep  and  horses.  For 
some  years  the  deer  must  have  held  undisputed  sway  over  pastures 
as  well  as  woodlands. 

The  Bowdoins  seldom  visited  Naushon  before  the  Revolu- 
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tion  and  for  the  succeeding  ten  years.  The  primitive  conditions 
of  life  would  have  suited  neither  them  nor  their  wives.  Gradually 
as  traveling  conditions  improved,  the  Honorable  James  and  his 
wife  evidently  stayed  at  the  island  long  enough  to  realize  its 
possibilities  as  a  summer  home.  During  their  residence  in  Spain 
and  France  their  thoughts  turned  towards  Naushon.  Many  let¬ 
ters  of  instructions  were  written  by  Bowdoin,  then  Ambassador 
to  Spain,  to  his  nephew  Thomas  L.  Winthrop  concerning  the 
development  of  the  island.  Finally  in  1809,  while  he  was  still 
abroad,  the  Mansion  House  was  planned  and  built  according  to 
the  wishes  of  Mrs.  Bowdoin.  The  last  two  summers  of  his  life 
were  spent  here,  and  here  he  died.  Personal  letters  of  this  period 
are  scarce  and  fragmentary.  No  description  of  the  daily  island 
life  has  been  discovered. 

The  reappearance  of  a  Winthrop  in  the  affairs  of  Naushon 
came  about  through  an  alliance  between  the  two  families. 

Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Elizabeth  Bowdoin  Temple,  married 
Thomas  Lindall  Winthrop,  grandson  of  John  Winthrop,  F.R.S. 

Thus  by  marriage,  Thomas  L.  Winthrop  became  the  nephew 
of  the  Honorable  James  Bowdoin,  and  acted  as  his  business 
agent  during  his  years  abroad. 

Among  Revolutionary  papers  there  is  an  occasional  letter  of 
Governor  Bowdoin  concerning  Naushon,  but  these  and  the  fol¬ 
lowing  agreement  give  practically  all  the  information  of  the  con¬ 
nection  of  his  generation  with  the  island. 

John  Read  was  a  member  of  the  Governor’s  Council  in  Bos¬ 
ton  and  in  1760,  and  for  several  years  thereafter,  was  in  partner¬ 
ship  with  William  and  James  Bowdoin.  During  the  Revolution 
he  seems  to  have  been  the  active  manager  of  financial  affairs  on 
the  island,  as  various  supply  bills  are  made  out  to  him. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  from  this  time  on  the  name  Naushon 
is  used  frequently,  and  Tarpaulin  is  used  more  for  the  Cove  and 
less  for  the  island  as  a  whole. 
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1767 

Agreement  Between  William  and  James  Bowdoin  and 

John  Read,  Partners,  and  Isaac  Robinson  of  Chilmark 

To  All  People  to  whom  these  Presents  shall  Come  Know  ye 
that  William  Bowdoin  and  James  Bowdoin  Owners  of  the  Island 
Naushana  and  John  Read  of  Boston  who  hath  hyred  part  of  said 
Island  on  the  one  Part  &  Isaac  Robinson  of  Chilmark  Yeoman 
on  the  other  Part  Witnesseth  that  the  said  William  Bowdoin, 
James  Bowdoin  and  John  Read  for  and  in  Consideration  of 
the  Covenants  and  Agreements  hereinafter  reserved  and  con¬ 
tained  by  and  on  the  Part  of  the  said  Isaac  Robinson  to  live  in 
Part  of  the  Dary  House,  so  called  at  the  East  End  of  said  Island 
from  the  Date  of  these  Presents  to  the  sixteenth  Day  of  Novem¬ 
ber  one  thousand  seven  hundred  [blank]  and  the  said  William 
Bowdoin,  James  Bowdoin  &  John  Read  do  further  Covenant  and 
agree  with  the  said  Isaac  Robinson  for  the  Consideration  afore¬ 
said  that  the  said  William  Bowdoin,  James  Bowdoin  &  John 
Read  will  provide  and  place  on  the  East  End  of  said  Island  not 
less  than  thirteen  cows,  and  will  pay  the  taxes  levied  on  said  cows ; 
the  said  Isaac  hath  Liberty  to  Cutt  Wood  for  Fire  for  the  Use 
of  his  own  Family  in  said  Dary  House,  Liberty  to  raise  Poultry, 
Some  Indian  Corn  and  English  Grain  sufficient  for  the  Use  of 
his  own  Family  and  for  his  Hoggs  used  in  his  Family  and  to  make 
said  William  Bowdoin,  Janies  Bowdoin  &  John  Read  one  Barrell 
and  one  Quarter  Barrell  of  good  Pork  and  for  any  Persons  they 
may  have  to  do  Business  for  them  on  the  Island  and  for  their  Use 
while  on  the  Island  free  of  any  Charge  to  said  William  Bowdoin, 
James  Bowdoin  and  John  Read  while  on  the  Island  but  not  to 
dispose  of  any  to  any  Persons  whomsoever,  the  Grain  to  be  raised 
on  such  part  of  the  Island  as  the  said  William  Bowdoin  &  John 
Read  shall  direct ;  to  have  the  keeping  of  one  Cow  and  her  produce 
which  produce  is  to  be  killed  at  three  years  and  Advantage  Old, 
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the  milk  of  said  Cow  to  go  into  the  Dary ;  the  milk  for  his  F amily 
to  be  taken  out  of  the  Dary;  to  have  one  quarter  part  And  the 
said  Isaac  Robinson  on  his  part  doth  hereby  Covenant  and  Agree 
with  the  said  William  Bowdoin,  James  Bowdoin  &  John  Read 
for  the  Considerations  of  the  Covenants  &  Agreements  herein¬ 
before  made  and  to  be  Kept  and  performed  by  the  said  William 
Bowdoin,  James  Bowdoin  &  John  Read.  That  he  the  said  Isaac 
Robinson  at  his  own  cost  and  charge  will  take  Care  of  the  Stock 
of  Cattle  Horses  Sheep  Goats  etc.  on  said  Island  from  the  date 
of  these  Presents  during  this  Agreement,  take  care  of  all  the 
Cows  at  the  Dary  House  and  make  the  Cheese  and  Butter  at  his 
own  Cost  and  Charge  &  deliver  to  the  said  John  Read  or  to  the 
said  William  Bowdoin  &  James  Bowdoin  their  Heirs  or  Assigns 
in  November  Annually  Three  Quarters  of  all  the  Cheese  &  Butter 
made  of  the  Milk  of  the  Cows  they  provide  also  one  Barrell  and 
one  Quarter  Barrell  of  good  Merchantable  Pork;  That  at  his  own 
cost  and  Charge  the  said  Isaac  Robinson  will  find  proper  attend¬ 
ance  for  the  said  William  Bowdoin  &  John  Read  while  on  said 
Island  &  for  the  persons  that  may  work  for  them  at  Shearing  and 
other  Times  in  Collecting  and  Shifting  the  Stock  or  purchasing 
the  same  will  find  proper  Utensils  for  said  Use  at  his  own  Cost 
and  Charge  will  also  find  what  Poultry  the  said  William  Bow¬ 
doin  James  Bowdoin  &  John  Read  may  want  for  their  Use  on 
said  Island  at  the  cost  of  said  Isaac  Robinson ;  and  the  said  Isaac 
Robinson  will  also  keep  one  Boy  not  under  the  age  of  Eleven  years 
to  help  take  care  of  the  Stock  aforesaid  at  his  own  cost  and  charge, 
said  Isaac  Robinson  is  to  assist  in  Getting  Hay  Driving  Creatures, 
Washing  and  Shearing  Sheep  &  in  any  other  necessary  Work 
said  Bowdoins  &  Read  shall  want  him  to  do  for  which  he  is  to  be 
paid  three  shillings  law  full  Money  a  Day  exclusive  of  his  Time 
spent  in  taking  care  of  the  Creatures,  the  Dary  and  Attendance 
aforementioned  also  excepting  the  Time  spent  in  making  a  good 
substantial  Stone  Wall  of  four  feet  high  which  Stone  Wall  the 


354 


Early  History  of  Naushon  Island 


said  Isaac  Robinson  hereby  obligeth  himself  to  make  digg  and 
draw  the  stones  for  making  said  Wall  on  such  part  of  the  Is¬ 
land  Naushana  as  they  the  said  William  Bowdoin,  James  Bow- 
doin  &  John  Read  shall  Order,  at  least  Fifty  Rods  Annually, 
for  which  he  is  to  be  paid  Two  Shillings  lawfull  Money  a  Rod. 
In  Case  the  said  Isaac  Robinson  by  sickness  or  otherwise  should 
not  be  able  to  assist  in  getting  Hay,  Driving  Creatures,  Wash¬ 
ing  &  Shearing  Sheep  &  making  the  Stone  Wall,  he  shall  pro¬ 
vide  an  able-bodied  man  in  his  stead  for  the  Purpose  aforesaid, 
said  Bowdoins  and  Read  paying  said  Isaac  two  Shillings  a  Rod 
for  digging  drawing  and  making  the  Stone  Wall  and  for  the  time 
spent  at  Shearing  etc.  as  aforesaid  three  shillings  a  day;  said 
Isaac  is  to  find  at  his  own  Cost,  charge  a  Cart  Utensils  of  Hus¬ 
bandary  to  Cart  the  Hay  &  Stones  to  plow  and  fill  the  land  for  the 
Grain  aforesaid;  said  Isaac  is  not  to  take  any  person  or  Persons 
to  board  in  said  House,  nor  to  suffer  any  Persons  to  put  any 
Creatures  on  said  Island  to  Graize  without  a  writing  under  the 
hands  of  the  said  William  Bowdoin,  James  Bowdoin  or  John 
Read  nor  suffer  any  Strip  or  Waist  to  be  made  on  said  Island  and 
will  give  information  if  any  Wood  is  Cutt  without  the  Liberty  of 
the  said  William  Bowdoin  &  James  Bowdoin  and  of  all  other 
Trespasses  whatever  petticularly  the  killing  of  any  Deer.  That 
the  said  Isaac  Robinson  at  the  End  &  Expiration  of  every  year 
viz:  on  the  16th.  day  of  November  1768  will  render  a  true  &  just 
Account  and  on  every  16th  day  of  November  during  this  Agree¬ 
ment  unto  the  said  William  Bowdoin,  James  Bowdoin  &  John 
Read  of  the  produce  of  the  Dary  for  the  Year  or  part  of  the  Year 
that  shall  then  at  the  time  of  rendering  such  Account  be  past  and 
ended  upon  Oath  before  a  Majestrate  in  the  County  of  Barn¬ 
stable  if  required  by  the  said  William  Bowdoin,  James  Bowdoin 
&  John  Read  or  either  of  them;  The  said  Isaac  Robinson  at  the 
end  and  Expiration  of  the  said  Term  or  Sooner  determination  of 
this  Agreement  will  peaceably  and  quietly  leave  said  House  in 
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good  Order  also  the  Cows  to  the  said  William  Bowdoin,  James 
Bowdoin  &  John  Read  and  it  shall  or  may  be  lawfnll  for  either 
of  them  during  the  Agreement  to  Inspect  said  Dary;  the  said 
Isaac  Robinson  will  not  suffer  any  of  his  Hoggs  to  go  at  large 
on  said  Island,  but  said  Hoggs  shall  be  confined  to  the  Cow  Pas¬ 
ture  or  near  the  House;  Said  Isaac  Robinson  is  not  to  keep  any 
Dog  or  Dogs  on  said  Island  without  the  Approbation  of  said 
William  Bowdoin,  James  Bowdoin  &  John  Read  and  in  case  the 
said  Isaac  Robinson  shall  die  during  the  Term  of  this  Agreement 
said  Agreement  shall  cease  on  the  16th  day  of  November  follow¬ 
ing  the  death  of  said  Isaac  Robinson  and  the  said  William  Bow¬ 
doin,  James  Bowdoin  &  John  Read  or  either  of  them  shall  take 
possession  of  the  Premises.  For  the  True  Performance  of  the 
Articles  aforesaid  each  Party  is  Bound  to  the  others  in  the  Penal 
Sum  of  One  Thousand  Pounds  for  witness  whereof  and  for  due 
performance  of  the  several  Articles,  Covenants  &  Agreements 
hereinbefore  made  the  Parties  to  these  Presents  have  interchange¬ 
ably  sett  their  Hands  to  two  Instruments  of  like  Tenor  &  Date 
herewith  Dated  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  October  one  thousand 
and  seven  hundred  sixty  seven. 

Witnesses  William  Bowdoin  for  James  Bowdoin  &  himself 

Josiah  Barker  John  Read 
Zepheniah  Robinson 
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The  following  records  of  Isaac  Robinson  were  preserved  by 
his  descendants. 

Naushana,  October  22,  1771. 

Rec’d  of  Mr  Isaac  Robinson  four  pounds  four  shillings  and  nine  pence 
lawfull  money  in  full  of  all  accounts. 

John  Read 

Dr,  Isaac  Robinson,  February,  1773 

To  a  Coffin  for  thy  mother 
To  a  Book  Case 
To  a  Rowler 
To  a  Sithe  Snead 
To  one  Butter  Tub 
To  setting  25  barel  hoops 


Credit  By  son  6  15 

By  a  pigg  1  10 

8  05 

February,  10  Day  ye  1771 

David  Hatch  to  Isac  Robimson,  Dr. 
for  one  late  made  cheese  waid  25  pounds  at  12  1/2  pr.  pound  £5-2-2  Pies 
to  pay  the  above  acompt  to  Capt.  mags  and  this  Acompt  shall  be  your 
discharge  from  me. 

Isaac  Robinson 


4  10  0 
15 
6 
6 

12  6 
15  0 


8  04  6 


1774 


Dr.  —  Mr  Isaac  Robinson’s  Acc.  with  John  Read  Cr. 

1774 

May  18  To  1-3  of  3  bbls  Salt  etc.  £0  4.4  ^ 

To  1-3  of  33  Gall.  Rum  @  1-8  1  8.4 

To  1-3  of  bbl.  for  D.  V.  Touch  1.5 

To  1-8  of  Runnet  skins  bot.  of  Stowers  @  1-6  3.9 


1  7.10i/2 
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(the  above  lost  in  weeks) 

To  1-8  or  16  1-2  bushl.  salt 

4-1  Vs 

To  1-8  of  28  Rimmet  Skine 

5.10 

bot.  of  Wats  @  1-8 

To  10  1/2  Gals.  Rum  @  1-10 

19.2 

To  1-3  of  bbl.  &  Touch  2 

1.5 

To  1-8  of  16  skins  bot.  of  whiting  @  2 

4. 

To  1-8  of  8  do  of  Hall 

1.8 

June  14  To  20  1/4  lb.  sheep’s  wool  @  9/ 

1  4.3  i/2 

To  cash 

14. 

To  1/8  of  19  skins  from  Nantucket  @  1/ 

2.4  i/2 

To  1/3  of  freight  of  Rum  &  Salt 

.8 

To  2  hydes  110  @  1/8 

8.2 

Carried  to  Credit  side  6.18.1 

1774  By  115  1/2  Days  work  @  3/ Ending  12th.  Nov.  17.  6.6 

By  cash  paid  Carpenter  work  on  corn  house  and  barn  1.  8.8. 

By  board  of  Carpenters  9. 

By  making  wall  1. 

By  one  tub  butter  3. 


20.  7.2 

Bro’t  from  Dr.  side  6.18.1 

To  cash  in  full  13.  9.1 

Naushon  Nov.  12th.  1774 

Errors  Accepted 

John  Read 

In  these  few  rather  dampening  words  addressed  to  his  son 
Governor  Bowdoin  shows  familiarity  with  conditions  upon 
Naushon. 

Governor  Bowdoin  to  His  Son  James  in  London 

Jan.  28,  1772 

“.  .  .  We  have  got  a  good  breed  of  horses  on  the  island  already 
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and  therefore  I  would  not  have  you  send  any,  nor  servants,  nor 
any  of  ye  articles  you  mention,  none  of  which  are  wanted.” 

If  the  Governor  wrote  letters  of  instruction  to  the  tenant 
farmers  on  Naushon,  they  have  not  been  kept.  It  is  quite  likely 
that  all  the  details  of  management  were  put  into  the  hands 
of  John  Read  or  an  agent.  Bowdoin  was  such  a  busy  and  im¬ 
portant  person  that  he  must  have  given  authority  to  others 
to  look  after  his  far-flung  lands  and  possessions.  He  died  in  the 
year  1790,  leaving  his  half  of  the  island  property  to  his  son  James. 
Owing  to  the  marriage  of  this  only  son  with  Sarah,  the  daughter 
and  only  child  and  heir  of  his  brother  William,  all  of  the  real 
estate  including  Naushon  passed  into  the  hands  of  his  son  James 
Bowdoin,  usually  distinguished  by  the  title  “The  Honorable.” 

James  Bowtdoin  (III) 

Graduated  at  Harvard  College  before  he  was  20;  sailed  for 
Europe  and  spent  a  year  at  Oxford ;  he  then  traveled,  and  was  on 
the  Continent  when  he  heard  of  the  Battle  of  Lexington;  returned 
immediately  to  America;  March  17th,  1776,  was  on  the  heights  of 
Dorchester  with  Washington  and  crossed  over  with  him  in  the 
same  boat,  at  the  time  of  the  evacuation  of  Boston;  his  health  gave 
out  and  he  went  to  reside  with  his  father  and  assisted  him  in  his 
political  labors. 

Many  times  member  of  the  Legislature;  minister  to  Madrid 
under  Jefferson;  associate  minister  to  France,  with  General 
Armstrong;  overseer  of  Harvard  College;  liberal  benefactor  to 
Bowdoin  College;  owned  two  country  seats,  Mount  Bowdoin, 
Dorchester,  and  Naushon  Island;  after  his  mother’s  death  he  had 
two  residences  in  Boston,  namely,  his  father’s  at  the  corner  of 
Beacon  and  Bowdoin  Streets,  and  the  William  Bowdoin  house  on 
Milk  Street. 

The  last  male  of  his  race  in  New  England. 
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1801 

A  brief  picture  of  the  islands  seen  through  the  eyes  of  a 
traveler  in  1801  is  given  in  this  extract  from  the  Diary  of  Josiah 
Quincy. 


Journey  of  Josiah  Quincy  in  1801 

June  9th. 

.  .  .  After  passing  Sconticut  Point,  Wests  Island  succeeds 
the  North  side  of  the  Bay  and  the  Elizabeth  Islands  from  its 
Southern  boundary. 

The  names  of  these  are  Nonimesit,  Nashant,  Pesk,  Nashiwina, 
Penniquees  and  Cuddihunk.  We  landed  at  the  first  which  is  sepa¬ 
rated  from  the  second  by  a  narrow  creek  navigable  for  boats  only. 

These  two  Islands  are  the  property  of  James  Bowdoin  Esq. 
and  the  most  valuable  of  the  whole.  The  former  as  his  tennant 
assured  me,  netts  $350.  annually  and  the  latter  at  least  $3000. 
Nonimasit  is  fifteen  miles  from  New  Bedford.  We  dined  at  the 
home  of  Paul  Robinson,  Mr  Bowdoins’  principal  tennant.  Its 
appearance  was  antique,  but  neat  and  comfortable.  Everything 
about  it  indicated  good  living  and  thrift.  The  soil  of  this  Island 
is  weak  and  sandy.  All  of  the  cluster  appeared  destitute  of  wood, 
although  I  was  assured  there  was  enough  in  the  interior.  On 
Nashant  deer  run  wild  and  are  protected  to  the  proprietor  by  an 
act  of  Legislature.  Through  these  Islands  there  are  three  pas¬ 
sages  into  the  Vineyard  Sound,  of  which  vessels  take  advantage 
when  wind  and  tide  serve.  The  most  frequented  though  rocky  and 
narrow  navigation  lies  between  the  North  East  point  of  Nonimisit 
and  the  South  Westerly  points  of  Falmouth  and  is  called  Woods 
Hole.  A  second  between  Nashant  and  Pesk  is  called  Robinsons 
Hole.  A  third  between  Pesk  and  Nashawenina,  Quicks  Hole. 

In  the  afternoon  the  wind  failing,  we  could  only  by  aid  of  the 
tide,  which  sets  at  the  rate  of  nine  knots  an  hour  through  Woods 
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Hole,  get  through  this  passage,  and  anchored  in  a  small  basin 
called  Woods  Hole,  great  harbor,  lying  on  the  Westerly  side  of 
the  extreme  South  Westerly  point  of  the  Cape. 

Now  began  that  detailed  correspondence  of  the  Honorable 
James  Bowdoin  in  which  he  gave  directions  as  to  the  management 
of  the  island,  the  sale  of  wood,  the  building  of  salt  works,  the  care 
of  the  sheep  and  many  other  activities.  During  Bowdoin’s  absence 
in  Spain  and  France  the  oversight  of  the  island  was  left  to  his 
nephew,  Thomas  L.  Winthrop. 

The  superintendent  of  the  island  was  for  a  while  Captain 
Putnam,  and  in  the  spring  of  1802  he  was  succeeded  by  Baalis 
Bullard. 


1802 

Boston,  Apr.  23,  1802 

Mr  Baalis  Bullard, 

Sir; 

As  ye  are  going  to  ye  Island  with  Capt.  Putnam,  I  am  to 
desire  you  to  take  a  critical  account  of  all  ye  stock  on  ye  Island, 
making  a  regular  list  of  ye  same,  as  far  as  it  can  be  ascertained, 
and  know  if  any  creatures  have  been  lost  during  the  winter. 
Know  ye  state  of  ye  cord  wood  which  was  cut  up  on  the  Island, 
and  the  land  on  which  it  grew  and  whether  it  is  likely  for  the  wood 
to  be  got  up  again,  or  if  it  is  necessary  to  fence  the  land  which  has 
been  cut  over.  Examine  every  part  of  the  Island,  and  see  if  there 
has  been  any  cord  wood  cut  or  any  timber,  or  wood  taken  with¬ 
out  liberty,  and  consult  with  Capt.  Putnam  where  ye  wood  for 
summer  use  ought  to  be  taken. 

Examine  ye  state  of  all  ye  house  and  barns,  &  know  if  any 
of  them  want  any  repair,  and  what;  and  order  that  the  dung  be 
cleaned  around  the  barns  and  ye  sills  be  kept  free  from  earth 
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and  above  ground ;  Know  the  price  of  timber  at  F almouth  and  at 
Sandwich,  and  what  is  ye  most  it  will  fetch;  examine  ye  state  of 
ye  fences  and  ye  walls  and  what  fences  will  be  necessary  to  be 
poled,  to  keep  the  sheep  at  ye  West  end;  begin  at  each  of  ye 
walls  that  run  across  ye  Island,  either  on  ye  North  or  South  side 
and  follow  ye  same  quite  across,  taking  a  note  of  ye  distance  and 
quantity  of  Poles  or  wall  necessary  to  repair  or  renew  the  fences ; 
know  on  what  part  of  ye  Island  it  is  best  to  cut  ye  Poles,  what 
wood  makes  ye  best  Poles;  in  short  examine  everything  which 
relates  to  ye  repairing  &  ye  making  of  ye  fences  throughout  the 
Island,  I  mean  particularly  that  part  of  it  under  Capt.  Putnam’s 
improvement. 

You  are  to  note  ye  time  of  ye  cows  being  milked,  when  they 
begin  to  make  butter,  when  to  make  cheese,  what  Bulls  they  have 
for  the  season,  whether  they  are  of  ye  best  kind,  the  state  of  ye 
cows ;  know  where  the  tenants  are  to  plow  and  sow  and  to  plant 
for  the  season;  in  short  see  everything  and  endeavor  to  know 
everything  which  has  relation  to  ye  improvement  and  manage¬ 
ment  of  ye  Island. 

Remember  to  let  Mr  Samuel  Robinson  know  that  it  is  impos¬ 
sible  for  him  and  his  family  to  continue  on  Neanemessett;  and  he 
must  find  some  place  on  ye  main  for  his  residence.  Take  some 
Lettice,  peppergrass,  parsley  seed,  and  give  some  of  each  to 
Zephaniah  &  Paul*  and  desire  them  to  sow  them;  carry  also  upon 
the  Horses  you  may  lead  a  number  of  the  Twigs  of  Lombardy 
Poplar  Trees  &  put  them  deep  into  the  ground  around  the  field 
at  Paul  &  Zephaniah’s;  desire  Mr  Robinson  to  set  out  all  the 
locust  trees  he  may  have. 

Three  months  later  Bowdoin  wrote  his  first  letter  from 
Naushon. 


*Paul  Robinson,  tenant  farmer  at  Nonamesset  for  over  fifty  years. 
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James  Bowdoin  to  Thomas  L.  Winthrop 

Thos.  L.  Winthrop  Naushon  July  12,  1802 

...  We  arrived  at  ye  Island  at  ye  time  we  proposed,  without 
an  accident  although  in  imminent  danger  of  being  oversett  on  ye 
day  of  setting  out.  We  very  luckily  escaped  although  I  have 
sprained  one  if  not  both  of  my  ankles,  in  rescuing  the  carriage 
from  being  overset.  The  Island  is  fast  recovering  the  several  years 
drought  which  has  afflicted  it.  It  looks  flourishing,  but  it  has  been 
so  cold  as  to  require  winter  apparel. 

When  we  return  will  much  depend  on  the  health  we  enjoy. 

James  Bowdoin 

Bowdoin  chose  a  very  practical  method  for  getting  the  co¬ 
operation  of  the  Vineyard  authorities  in  the  suppression  of 
poaching. 

1803 

James  Bowdoin  to  Thomas  Cook 

Boston,  Mar.  2,  1803 

To  Thomas  Cook  Esq. 

Edgartown,  Marthas  Vineyard 
Sir; 

As  I  understood  that  one  Reuben  Pitcher  or  as  he  sometimes 
calls  himself  Pritchard,  has  been  hunting  contrary  to  law  on 
Naushon  Island  or  on  one  of  the  Islands  contigous  to  it,  and  has 
killed  and  carried  off  one  or  more  deer  therefrom ;  I  am  to  request 
that  ye  would  prosecute  ye  said  Pitcher  before  some  Justice  of 
the  peace  in  your  County  agreeably  to  the  enclosed  act  of  Gov¬ 
ernment;  the  said  Pitcher  or  Pritchard  is  now  at  Holmes  Hole, 
where  he  is  said  to  be  unwell,  the  evidence  of  ye  hunting  and  kill¬ 
ing  will  be  given  in  a  postscript  to  this  letter. 

Should  the  said  Pitcher  be  at  Holmes  Hole  and  the  forfeitures 
incurred  by  the  act  of  Government  be  recovered,  of  which  there 
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can  be  but  little  doubt,  after  paying  yourself  for  your  own  trouble 
expenses  &  other  charges;  please  to  pay  over  one  half  of  the  re¬ 
mainder  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  town  of  Chilmark  for  the  use  of 
ye  poor  of  said  town;  and  the  other  half  to  the  treasurer  of  the 
town  of  Falmouth  for  the  poor  of  that  town,  or  if  the  sum  over 
should  be  too  small  to  be  so  divided  then  to  pay  the  whole  re¬ 
mainder  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  town  of  Chilmark  for  the  use 
above  mentioned. 

I  am  very  respct.  Sir 

your  Obt.  Serv. 

J.B. 

The  Reverend  William  Emerson,  pastor  of  the  Second  Church 
in  Boston,  preached  the  funeral  sermon  of  the  wife  of  Governor 
James  Bowdoin.  Her  son  made  the  following  acknowledgment. 

James  Bowdoin  to  William  Emerson 

Boston,  May  16,  1803 

The  Revd.  Mr  Emerson, 

Sir; 

Your  excellent  sermon  of  yesterday,  on  the  death  of  my  mother, 
whilst  it  will  do  honor  to  you  as  a  scholar  &  a  divine,  will  be  grate¬ 
fully  recollected  by  the  children  and  the  relations  of  the  deceased. 
Permit  me  as  one  of  them  to  thank  you  for  it,  and  for  the  hand¬ 
some  &  honorable  notice  of  the  character  and  virtues  of  my  late 
father.  Will  you  permit  me  to  request  a  copy  of  your  sermon  for 
the  press,  and  to  assure  you  that  your  friendship  on  the  occasion 
will  make  a  lasting  impression  upon  my  mind. 

I  am  Sir  your  sincere  friend  &  humble  Servt. 

James  Bowdoin 

Bowdoin  wrote  as  follows  to  his  nephew  and  namesake  who 
was  serving  as  a  captain  in  the  British  army.  In  spite  of  the 
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Bowdoins’  strict  loyalty  to  the  Colonies,  the  ties  binding  the 
family  to  Great  Britain  were  close  and  strong,  and  Lady  Temple 
wished  her  son  to  be  brought  up  in  the  land  of  his  father.  James 
Bowdoin,  who  planned  to  make  him  his  heir,  was  anxious  that  he 
should  come  to  America  to  familiarize  himself  with  his  adopted 
country.  James  came  on  visits  and  was  quite  ready  to  accept  the 
bequests  of  his  uncle,  but  he  never  lived  here  permanently. 

1804 

Hon.  James  Bowdoin  to  James  Bowdoin  Temple 

Boston,  Mar.  20,  1804 

Capt.  J.  B.  Temple  * 

Dear  James, 

I  have  duly  read  your  letter  of  5th.  Dec.  and  3rd.  Jan.  which 
last  was  accompanied  with  a  plan  of  coach  house  and  a  stable  which 
I  was  very  glad  to  receive.  I  shall  adopt  it  in  a  part  or  a  whole,  if 
my  ground  will  allow  me  of  it.  As  I  have  not  time  to  write  you 
a  long  letter  at  present,  and  as  I  trust  and  expect  you  will  return 
home  as  soon  as  possible  I  intend  enclosing  a  hundred  sterling  to 
Mr  Erving  for  the  purpose  of  your  purchasing  a  few  things  which 
I  deem  necessary  to  be  procured.  Dr  Waterhouse  has  a  small 
chemical  apparatus  sent  to  him  by  Dr  Lettson,  I  think  it  cost  him 
from  8  to  10  guineas,  its  design  is  to  examine  or  analyze  earths, 
minerals  Fossils  etc.  and  is  contained  in  a  box  say  2  feet  by  15  in. 
If  one  of  that  kind  can  readily  be  had  I  should  be  glad  you  should 
procure  it  for  me.  I  also  want  a  borer  to  ascertain  the  nature  and 
quality  of  earths  under  the  surface  &  I  wish  you  to  be  very  par¬ 
ticular  in  endeavoring  to  procure  me  one,  for  ye  purpose  of  search¬ 
ing  for  marie,  clay,  and  coal  at  Naushon  Island  where  there  are 
several  places  indicating  mineral  appearances,  and  should  there 
be  found  a  coal  mine  upon  it,  it  would  prove  a  rich  reward  for  the 

*  Later  changed  his  name  to  James  Temple  Bowdoin  at  his  uncle’s  desire. 
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trouble  and  expense  of  procuring  a  Borer,  and  no  great  loss  should 
it  fail  of  success;  but  in  order  to  do  this  it  is  necessary  that  a  man 
of  intelligence,  well  acquainted  with  the  different  methods  of  bor¬ 
ing,  and  one  if  possible  who  has  used  them  with  the  most  success 
should  be  sought  for  and  consulted. 

The  bit  is  ye  principal  and  least  expensive  part.  It  requires 
great  nicety  in  ye  contrivance  and  should  be  sufficient  to  cut 
through  stone  or  rock  which  might  impede  its  passage. 

The  borer  should  have  annexed  a  tube  or  ye  segment  of  a  tube 
so  contrived  as  to  ascertain  the  different  strata  of  earth  through 
which  ye  borer  might  pass,  by  affording  at  pleasure  samples  of 
them.  It  is  probable  there  are  various  kinds  of  bits  which  are 
fixed  at  pleasure  at  ye  end  of  cylinder  or  borer  and  suited  to  the 
different  earths  to  be  penetrated  &  examined.  In  this  case  ye 
Borer  must  be  accompanied  with  ye  different  bits,  tube  or  half 
tubes  with  directions  for  the  use  and  management  of  both.  Should 
you  be  in  the  neighborhood  of  a  coal  or  tin  or  any  other  mine  I 
wish  you  to  examine  the  method  of  boring  and  the  machines  they 
make  use  of  for  the  purpose  to  notice  the  surface  of  the  earth 
under  which  coal  is  found,  and  ye  earth  more  immediately  con¬ 
nected  with  it  or  in  contact  with  ye  coal,  endeavor  to  ascertain 
whether  coal  is  usually  found  in  ye  same  kinds  of  earth,  whether 
that  earth  is  sand,  clay,  gravel  or  any  other  kind  and  whether  ther 
is  anything  in  the  outward  or  inward  appearance  of  the  earth 
which  designates  ye  neighborhood  or  approach  of  coal.  Also  ex¬ 
amine  critically  ye  tools  they  use  for  ye  opening  and  ye  working 
of  ye  mine  and  request  a  copy  from  the  best  of  them.  Borers  cal¬ 
culated  to  penetrate  a  soft  clay  may  be  had  here,  but  they  are 
not  suited  to  a  stoney  or  rocky  earth.  If  the  price  of  these  borers 
should  be  very  high  or  expensive,  you  can  procure  ye  bits  etc.  and 
ye  first  joints  of  ye  borer  say  at  five  or  six  feet  in  length  and  ye 
other  parts  which  would  be  cylindrical  might  be  added  here. 

As  I  mean  among  the  improvements  of  Naushon  to  erect  Salt 
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Works  I  wish  you  to  procure  me  Margraffes  disertation  sur  le 
sel,  common  in  ye  French  or  in  ye  translation,  or  any  other  work 
upon  the  subject  of  making  and  chrystalizing  common  salt;  Do 
send  me  a  Hhd.  of  pure  mineral  salt  taken  from  mines  at  Liver¬ 
pool.  Let  it  be  put  into  a  sack  by  itself  and  shipped  by  one  of  ye 
first  vessels;  I  have  a  particular  reason  for  the  request,  it  is  for  an 
experiment.  Also  send  me  ye  best  chemical  work  extract;  if  it 
should  be  F ournesoys  take  care  that  it  be  of  the  latest  edition.  .  .  . 

For  fear  you  may  be  lead  to  ye  expense  of  bringing  out  horses, 
I  must  mention  to  you  that  horses  can  scarcely  be  given  away  here, 
you  may  find  a  choice  of  ye  best  upon  easy  terms,  and  when  I  shall 
know  ye  time  you  may  be  expected  here  I  believe  I  shall  be  able 
to  procure  a  pair  for  you  to  meet  your  arrival.  .  .  . 

Take  care  of  your  health  &  procure  your  discharge  from  the 
service  as  soon  as  possible  consistant  with  your  reputation. 

J.  B. 

Capt.  J.  B.  Temple  Boston  Ma>'’ 19th' 1804 

Dear  James; 

I  wrote  you  on  ye  20th.  of  March  and  on  ye  10th.  inst.  to  which 
I  am  to  refer  you.  I  must  again  repeat  to  you  that  we  impa¬ 
tiently  expect  to  hear  from  you  and  of  the  progress  you  have 
made  in  procuring  your  discharge  from  the  service. 

I  intended  to  have  requested  your  inquiries  respecting  an 
English  family  with  a  dairy,  ye  management  of  cows,  horses, 
cattle  sheep  etc.  and  everything  concerning  a  grazing  farm.  But 
I  would  by  no  means  have  such  a  family  engaged  until  you  should 
hear  from  me  in  reply. 

We  have  lately  had  a  sample  of  Irish  sheep  which  it  is  said 
have  been  procured  upon  very  easy  terms  and  have  turned  out 
well,  if  a  couple  of  good  rams  and  one  or  two  ewes  could  be  had 
without  paying  an  extraordinary  price,  and  a  vessell  for  Boston 
should  offer,  I  should  be  glad  you  should  procure  them. 
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Remember  however  I  do  not  mean  to  speculate  in  ye  imaginary 
perfection  of  a  particular  kind  of  sheep,  especially  those  which 
are  very  large,  as  I  know  such  must  dwindle  in  their  size  from  the 
different  manner  of  managing  them  upon  the  Elizabeth  Islands. 
It  is  the  well  made  and  well  wooled  sheep  of  ye  common  breed 
that  I  want,  and  which  I  know  cannot  cost  much.  Perhaps  Capt. 
Palmer  might  be  able  to  assist  you  in  procuring  them  and  hav¬ 
ing  them  shipped.  ...  J  B 

James  Bowdoin  to  Sir  Grenville  Temple* 

Boston  May  17,  1804 

Sir  Grenville  Temple, 

...  as  you  intend  to  become  an  American  farmer  I  should 
advise  you  to  procure  some  rams  of  ye  Spanish  breed  of  sheep  or 
rather  of  ye  sheep  of  Mt  Atlas  in  ye  Emperor  of  Morocco’s 
dominion  could  be  procured  they  would  do  better ;  it  is  said  to  be 
ye  best  breed  in  ye  world,  if  neither  of  these  can  be  procured  I 
think  it  probable  that  ye  Neapolitan  sheep  be  found  to  be  of 
Spanish  origin  and  could  be  had  without  difficulty  and  at  a  small 
price,  in  which  case  should  there  be  an  opportunity  of  sending 
three  Rams  and  as  many  ewes  by  an  American  vessell  to  Boston, 
I  could  wish  they  might  be  procured ;  it  is  necessary  that  they  be 
picked  sheep,  well  made  and  well  wooled,  and  that  a  sufficient 
quantity  of  fodder  and  oats  should  be  shipped  with  them.  I  will 
readily  pay  Mr  Winthrop  any  amount  you  should  advance  upon 
my  account  therefrom. 

While  filling  his  Ministerial  positions  in  Spain  and  France 
Bowdoin  became  deeply  interested  in  the  agriculture  of  those 
countries.  He  wished  to  bring  to  the  farmers  of  New  England 
new  ideas  as  to  the  improvement  of  livestock.  With  characteristic 

*Sir  Grenville  Temple  was  eldest  son  of  Elizabeth  Bowdoin  and  Sir  John 
Temple. 
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energy  he  studied  sheep  raising  and  the  culture  of  many  kinds  of 
vegetables,  grasses,  fruits  and  trees,  not  to  mention  the  latest 
processes  in  extracting  salt  from  sea  water. 

He  had  one  trait  in  common  with  his  predecessor  Wait  Win- 
throp,  and  certain  of  his  successors,  an  infinite  capacity  for  tak¬ 
ing  pains. 


1805 

Honorable  James  Bowdoin  to  Thomas  L.  Winthrop 

Paris  Dec.  20, 1805 

Thos.  L.  Winthrop  Esq. 

My  dear  Sir ; 

...  I  observe  what  you  say  of  Mr  Bullard,  and  that  ye  things 
at  the  island  looked  promising  before  ye  drought,  that  he  had 
procured  the  finishing  of  900  ft.  of  Salt  works.  That  he  wanted 
500  dollars  per  anum  in  lieu  of  everything;  that  he  would  super¬ 
intend  ye  cutting  ye  timber,  etc.  I  look  upon  it  considering  that 
Mr  Bullard  has  had  the  management  of  ye  island  for  two  years, 
it  is  of  importance  that  he  should  be  retained.  Ye  sum  however 
which  he  requires  seems  extravagant,  especially  if  he  and  his 
family  are  supported  upon  the  island;  if  he  continues  to  be  the 
honest  man  I  had  reason  to  suppose  him,  I  think  you  must  en¬ 
deavor  to  make  as  good  a  bargain  with  him  as  you  can.  I  wish 
you  to  let  me  know  what  is  the  state  of  ye  improvements,  how  ye 
plan  answers  of  having  distinct  families  hired  upon  ye  principle 
which  has  been  tried?  What  has  been  done  upon  the  stone  walls 
and  fences  and  whether  they  have  been  laid  out  and  executed  in 
ye  manner  I  proposed  ?  Or  if  they  are  not  wholly  done,  what  part 
has  been?  The  number  of  sheep  sheared  ye  quantity  of  wool,  its 
price :  —  the  quantity  and  quality  of  ye  cheese ;  the  state  of  the 
stock  generally  and  a  precise  list  of  it. 

With  respect  to  wool,  I  am  surprised  to  find  the  price  of  it 
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in  Europe ;  the  French  wool  sheared  with  all  the  dirt  in  it,  and  the 
more  it  has  ye  farmer  considers  it  ye  more  profitable,  sells  at  55 
sous  the  pound  weight;  ye  Spanish  wool  by  an  English  account 
of  sales  I  saw  at  Santander  averaged  6/3  sterling  per  pound  for 
ye  1st  quality  &  ye  3rd  at  upwards  of  4/  sterling;  that  ye  common- 
price  of  wool  in  Spain  of  ye  1st.  quality  was  between  4/  &  5/  ster¬ 
ling  per  lb.  I  am  convinced  that  my  wool,  if  it  does  not  fetch  half  a 
dollar,  had  better  be  sold  in  England  or  France.  I  wish  a  bag 
of  a  few  fleeces  may  be  sent  to  Mr  Dickinson  of  London  and 
another  to  Mr  Lee  of  Bordeaux  to  await  my  directions  concerning 
them  as  I  will  endeavor  to  obtain  a  comparative  estimate  of  ye 
quality  &  price  at  each  market.  Great  improvements  are  making 
here  with  Spanish  Rams  as  well  as  in  England.  They  sell  here 
from  12  to  40  guineas  each,  and  what  is  surprising  a  flock  of 
sheep,  it  is  said,  will  afford  upwards  nine  pounds  of  wool  to  the 
fleece.  ...  I  wish  to  know  also  how  ye  Lucerne  has  answered  at 
ye  island.  I  find  it  here  to  be  a  most  valuable  grass  and  I  have  no 
doubt  but  that  it  will  answer  in  all  parts  of  ye  U.  S.  in  dry  rich 
soil,  or  in  sandy  light  lands  &  properly  manured  and  managed. 

It  should  be  sown  after  a  crop  of  Indian  corn  or  potatoes, 
which  should  be  well  manured  &  be  kept  clean  of  weeds  quite  to 
ye  fall;  in  order  to  which  a  fourth  hoeing  may  be  found  necessary 
to  destroy  ye  weeds,  which  might  spring  from  any  cause  after  ye 
prior  hoeings.  The  seed  should  be  sown  and  plowed  in  with 
Barley  in  ye  spring  and  as  early  as  possible  ye  quantity  of  seed 
to  be  from  12  lb.  to  30  lb.  per  acre.  Nobody  here  sows  less  than 
12  lb.  In  this  way  you  may  be  sure  it  will  succeed.  I  forgot  to 
mention  to  insure  it  from  injury  from  extreme  frost  it  will  be 
best  to  cover  it  with  a  coarse  litter,  which  should  be  raked  off  in 
the  Spring.  It  is  found  to  be  more  abundant  in  quantity  and 
quality  than  any  other  grass.  It  is  not  so  good  for  feeding  as  the 
natural  grass  is,  it  is  much  injured  if  fed  close,  especially  by 
horses ;  but  if  cut  for  fodder,  it  is  superior  to  every  other  kind  of 


370  Early  History  of  Naushon  Island 

grass;  it  affords  ye  best  hay  which  gives  more  nourishment,  it  is 
better  liked  by  horses  and  neat  cattle  than  any  other,  it  stands 
the  drought  better,  and  I  have  no  doubt  may  be  successfully  cul¬ 
tivated  in  every  part  of  Massachusetts,  especially  the  Western. 

I  beg  your  particular  attention  to  it  at  Naushon  Island  which 
will  afford  ample  means  to  protect  it  against  severity  of  ye  winter 
by  being  covered  with  seaweed,  and  I  am  convinced  by  its  intro¬ 
duction  double  ye  number  of  ye  neat  cattle  may  be  fatted  yearly, 
great  addition  be  made  to  ye  dairy  &  an  adequate  quantity  of  hay 
be  secured  against  every  contingency  of  ye  seasons.  I  shall  order 
50  weight  of  the  seed  to  be  sent  by  the  first  vessel  to  Boston. 

...  I  omitted  to  mention  to  you  concerning  the  timber  at 
N aushon,  that  it  would  be  best  to  have  it  cut  and  sold,  with  all  ye 
necessary  precautions  to  procure  ye  sale  of  ye  good  and  bad  to¬ 
gether  ;  and  that  ye  trees  be  so  cut  as  to  make  ye  greatest  quantity 
of  timber,  otherwise  great  loss  and  waste  may  be  expected.  It  is 
ye  old  and  decaying  timber  wch  ought  to  be  first  cut  &  ye  residue 
left  for  future  growth.  Among  the  papers  left  in  my  desk  there 
is  an  unexecuted  agreement  for  a  vessell  to  be  built  at  Naushon 
with  ye  timber  growing  there ;  it  was  well  digested  at  ye  time ;  & 
contains  ye  material  checked  in  respect  to  culling  the  timber.  I 
omitted  another  circumstance  respecting  ye  improvement  of  ye 
Island,  wch  applies  to  all  large  open  plains  of  light  lands  espe¬ 
cially,  wch  is  that  to  bring  them  into  a  good  state  of  cultivation, 
the  enclosures  shd  be  lined  or  surrounded  with  trees  to  intercept 
high  winds  wch  carry  off  the  finer  and  more  fertile  parts  of  such 
soils.  This  has  been  found  necessary  to  improve  ye  commons  and 
waste  lands  in  Engld.  I  wish  therefore  as  fast  as  ye  new  walls 
shall  be  completed  that  trees  may  be  planted  by  the  sides  of  them, 
and  that  three  or  four  small  enclosures  be  made  in  different  parts 
of  ye  Island  in  which  should  be  planted  some  locust  trees  with  a 
quantity  of  ye  seed  of  the  tree,  to  be  kept  as  nurseries  for  this  pur¬ 
pose.  I  wd  not  however  depend  on  these  alone,  as  ye  beech  nuts 
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and  oak  acorns  shd  be  planted  along  such  walls  in  a  furrow  to  be 
made  by  a  plough  upon  each  side  of  ye  walls  at  such  a  distance 
as  not  to  endanger  the  wall;  a  brush  fence  I  apprehend  might  be 
easily  made  to  answer  for  a  few  years  until  ye  young  trees  shd 
get  out  of  ye  reach  of  ye  cattle. 

Please  to  mention  this  circumstance  to  Mr  Bullard  and  tell  him 
he  must  encourage  as  much  as  possible  ye  growth  of  wood  upon  ye 
skirts  of  ye  island,  to  shelter  it  as  much  as  possible  from  ye  high 
sea  winds.  I  omitted  also  to  ask  ye  state  of  ye  marshes,  whether 
they  are  all  ditched  and  staked,  or  what  has  been  done  upon  this 
sub j  ect  in  regard  to  them  ?  Please  to  reduce  ye  parts  of  this  letter 
wch  respect  ye  island  to  queries  and  desire  Mr  Bullard  to  reply  to 
them  in  ye  shortest  and  best  manner. 

1806 

James  BoWdoin  to  Thomas  L.  Winthrop,  Esq. 

Paris  Feb.  6th.  1806 

...  I  have  written  to  Mr  Lee  of  Bordeaux  to  ship  by  ye  first 
vessel  to  your  order,  thirty  weight  of  Lucerne  seed,  three  bushels 
of  Vetches,  and  one  bushel  of  St  Foir  which  sh.  you  receive  I  wish 
they  may  be  sent  to  ye  Island  by  the  1st.  oppty.  and  that  Mr  Bul¬ 
lard  be  directed  to  sow  them  immediately  if  ye  season  sh.  not  be  too 
advanced.  I  wish  that  a  small  bed  of  each  may  be  made  for  the 
purpose  of  raising  some  seed,  as  I  understand  that  seed  raised  in 
ye  U.  S.  will  assimilate  better  to  ye  climate  than  that  which  is 
raised  in  France.  I  wld.  have  a  fair  trial  made  of  these  seeds  and 
for  this  purpose.  I  wld.  have  them  sown  in  a  proper  season  upon  a 
well  prepared  piece  of  ground  &  no  expense  of  time  or  labor  spared 
in  making  a  fair  experiment  of  them.  The  vetches  ought  to  be 
sown  early  &  cut  when  they  are  in  full  bloom  &  dried  for  hay.  The 
St  Foir,  I  wld.  have  one  half  of  it  sown  in  drills  for  the  sake  of 
raising  some  seed,  which  I  am  told  will  answer  if  rendered  indige- 
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nous  to  the  place.  The  St  Foir  did  not  answer  when  I  before  tried 
it.  ... 

Wherever  there  are  plains,  which  are  large,  trees  of  some  kind 
may  be  planted  out  in  order  to  intercept  ye  force  of  high  winds 
which  produce  an  effect  quite  as  pernicious.  I  shall  occasionally 
give  you  such  hints  as  I  receive  concerning  the  improvement  of  ye 
Island  to  which  object  I  shall  pay  attention  as  circumstances  occur 
which  may  in  any  way  apply  to  its  improvement. 

James  Bowdoin  to  Thomas  L.  Winthrop 

July  23rd.  1806 

.  .  .  The  Lucernes  and  ye  vetches  I  am  convinced  will  do,  and 
the  turnip  husbandry  ought  to  be  tried,  but  as  ye  Island  is  subject 
to  drought  ye  sowing  ought  to  be  very  early  in  Spring.  Did  you 
receive  seed  of  ye  Swedish  Turnip?  Desire  Mr  Bullard  to  have  a 
piece  of  ground  prepared  for  turnips  such  as  will  hold  the  water 
upon  the  top  and  grow  deep  in  the  ground.  I  wish  ground 
throughly  prepared.  I  wish  that  in  middle  of  August,  September 
October  and  November  English,  Swedish  and  American  turnip 
seeds  be  sown  in  equal  quantities  at  the  4  periods,  in  distant  com¬ 
partments.  The  attention  at  the  Island  ought  to  be  paid  prin¬ 
cipally  to  the  increase  of  ye  quantity  of  hay  and  fodder  which  will 
very  much  depend  on  the  quantity  of  seaweed  and  manure  col¬ 
lected  to  be  used  in  cultivation  of  turnips  vetches  etc. 

Among  captains  and  crews  of  coasters,  for  a  century  and  more, 
Tarpaulin  Turnips  have  been  a  byword.  In  1932,  at  Boothbay 
Harbor,  Maine,  an  old  captain  of  a  four-master,  when  asked  if  he 
remembered  Tarpaulin  Cove,  exclaimed,  “Tarpaulin  Turnips! 
Yes,  many  a  sack  of  them  I  have  bought  when  passing  through  the 
Sound,  no  turnips  like  them.”  Is  it  not  possible  that  the  excellence 
of  these  and  the  turnips  of  Falmouth  which  still  are  exceptional, 
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is  due  to  the  introduction  of  a  superior  variety  from  abroad  and 
the  experiments  made  in  their  culture  by  Bowdoin  in  1806? 

1807 

Honorable  James  Bowdoin  to  Thomas  L.  Winthrop 

Paris,  April  20th. 

Mr  Brosteret  gave  the  following  information  respecting  a 
kind  of  grass  growing  near  Marseille;  il  y  a  dans  une  plaine 
appeleelas  Crau  (prononciation  gascone)  couverts  de  cailloux  une 
herbe  qui  croit  dans  les  cailloux  et  qui  est  excellente  pour  engraisser 
les  moutons.  Cette  plaine  n’est  pas  loin  de  la  mer  et  Je  crois  entre 
Marseille  &  Arles. 

James  Bowdoin  to  William  Lee,  Esq. 

Sept.  25th 

...  I  observe  that  you  have  paid  a  visit  to  the  Island  &  that 
you  have  found  things  in  as  good  a  state  as  you  expected.  I  think 
too  much  attention  cannot  be  paid  to  the  fences  and  stone  walls  nor 
to  the  planting  of  trees  abt.  ye  houses  &  in  all  bleak  places,  and 
where  the  soil  is  poor  very  light  and  seems  to  be  blowing  away 
such  land  shld.  be  enclosed  for  the  growth  of  wood ;  and  oak-acorns, 
beech-nuts,  and  locust  or  accacia  seeds  shld.  be  sown.  There  is  a 
large  piece  of  ground  in  the  middle  pasture  wch.  is  fit  for  nothing 
else.  The  Ditchings  &  staking  of  every  pt.  of  marsh  upon  the  is¬ 
lands  is  a  very  important  improvement  &  ought  to  be  undertaken 
early  in  the  spring,  &  Ditchers  expressely  employed  for  the 
purpose. 

The  swamp  behind  the  Dairy  and  several  on  Nonnimessett  sh. 
be  immediately  cleared.  But  you  ought  to  know  that  the  swamp 
north  of  ye  dairy  house  require  a  good  deep  ditch  at  the  bottom  of 
it  near  a  small  pond  which  ought  to  be  set  up  to  the  middle  of  the 
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swamp,  stoned  &  part  of  the  way  even  to  be  pointed  with  a  laid  in 
mortat  wch.  slild.  be  made  of  old  Bricks  beat  to  pieces  with  a  clod 
pole  as  fine  as  coarse  sand  used  instead  of  it  with  a  small  quantity 
of  quick  lime.  ...  I  wish  you  to  give  me  ye  cost  of  ye  produce 
of  ye  Salt  Works  for  a  year,  that  I  may  judge  whether  additions 
ought  to  be  made  to  them.  Mrs  Bowdoin  is  desirous  of  having  ye 
house  built  at  ye  Island  near  the  great  dairy  house  on  the  ridge 
N.E.  of  the  house  near  where  there  was  a  fish  flake  &  Sam  Hunt 
made  a  seat ;  this  situation  commands  the  Bay  and  Harbor  &  Nen- 
nimesset  &  gives  almost  a  complete  horizon  as  far  as  ye  eye  can 
extend.  I  wish  the  frame  and  other  materials  shld.  be  collected  as 
soon  as  possible  &  put  together  in  a  plain  substantial  manner, 
something  upon  the  plan  enclosed  whch.  has  been  contrived  by  her 
and  Mr  Sullivan.  The  frame  shld.  be  large  and  strong  &  ye  win¬ 
dows  shld.  be  very  tight  &  the  frames  very  strong,  ye  winds  and  ye 
storms  at  the  Island  require  an  attention  to  these  circumstances. 
The  House  is  to  have  no  door  in  front  &  only  one  principal  one  on 
the  side  whch.  should  be  covered  with  a  closed  porch  on  ace.  of  the 
N.E.  winds,  to  which  it  will  be  exposed.  Strong  frames  &  good 
material,  strong  windows  added  to  good  workmen  will  be  essen¬ 
tial.  Connected  with  the  building  of  the  house,  I  think  that  ye 
front  windows  of  the  two  lower  stories  of  Beacon  Street  hse.  may 
be  transferred  to  ye  proposed  hse.  new  sashes  more  fashionable 
substituted.  Whatever  shld.  be  done  ought  to  be  done  at  once  & 
the  new  sashes  be  made  and  inserted. 

James  Bowdoin  to  Thomas  L.  Winthrop,  Esq.  (?) 
Postscript ; 

.  .  .  P.  S.  Mrs  Bowdoin  is  about  procuring  the  plans  for  a 
small  house  for  a  few  months  residence  in  summer  at  Naushon 
Island.  As  she  is  a  great  lover  of  fruit  particularly  peaches  &  cher¬ 
ries,  she  prays  that  a  garden  may  be  enclosed  near  ye  house  at 
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Naushon  &  a  few  trees  set  out  in  it,  if  we  don’t  live  to  eat  the  fruit 
it  will  answer  for  those  who  may  take  our  place. 

Mrs.  Thomas  Winthrop  (Elizabeth  B.  T.  Winthrop) 
to  Her  Aunt,  Mrs.  James  Bowdoin 

Boston,  April  20,  1807 

My  dear  Aunt  B. 

.  .  .  He  [her  husband]  received  the  plan  for  the  house  upon 
the  Island,  but  as  there  was  no  scale  to  determine  the  size  that  you 
wished  it  to  be,  he  cannot  have  anything  done  until  he  hear  again 
from  my  Uncle. 

Stewart  has  finished  my  father’s  and  mother’s  pictures  and 
they  are  very  excellent,  do  persuade  my  Uncle  to  have  his  done  like 
the  ones  of  yours  and  Sarah’s. 

James  Bowdoin  to  Thomas  L.  Winthrop,  Esq. 

Paris,  July  21 

.  .  .  With  regard  to  the  house  to  be  built  at  the  Island,  I  have 
taken  no  care  about  it.  Mrs  Bowdoin  was  desirous  of  having  one 
built  no  great  distance  from  the  Dairy  ...  on  the  hill  to  the 
.  .  .  of  the  house  &  I  accordingly  licensed  her  and  Mr  Sulli¬ 
van  to  plan  one  and  to  transmit  it  to  you  as  it  was  agreed  that  I 
shld.  have  no  trouble  with  it,  except  to  transmit  it  to  you  to  cause 
it  to  be  built ;  it  was  intended  to  be  two  stories  high  &  about  40  ft. 
long  &  the  apartments  to  be  laid  out  agreeably  to  the  plan  sent  of 
which  I  now  send  a  copy  and  am  to  request  that  you  employ  the 
necessary  workmen  to  erect  it  as  soon  as  you  conveniently  can. 

In  regard  to  the  Salt  works  notwithstanding  the  repeal  of  the 
duties  on  salt,  I  shall  be  disposed  to  continue  the  works  and  to  make 
some  additions  to  them  for  which  I  am  preparing  a  plan,  wch.  I 
shall  execute  on  my  return ;  my  object  is  to  increase  ye  evaporation 
without  adding  much  to  ye  expense.  I  am  told  here  that  I  may 
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avail  myself  of  the  swift  tide  water  wch.  runs  three  hours  each  way 
N.W.  of  Paul  Robinson’s  from  the  point  of  land  wch.  forms  ye 
cove  lying  to  ye  westward  of  the  W all  &  from  thence  quite  to  the 
point  of  land  opposite  to  Pine  Island.  The  Breadth  of  the  channel, 
the  depth  of  the  water,  ye  nature  of  the  Bottom,  the  rocks  &  flats 
at  Low  water  &  the  Shore  at  High  water  and  also  the  elevation  & 
shape  of  the  banks  above  the  Beach,  and  also  the  real  or  probable 
swiftness  of  ye  current,  these  circumstances  are  all  necessary  to 
know,  whether  a  mill  can  be  built  there  to  grind  corn  and  to  pump 
the  Salt  Water  to  be  evaporated  upon  a  plan  wch.  is  found  to 
answer  in  Europe  &  wch.  I  propose  to  connect  with  my  Salt 
Works.  The  plan  must  be  made  as  accurate  as  possible  &  state  the 
several  things  above  mentioned. 

James  Boavdoin  to  Thomas  L.  Winthrop,  Esq. 

Feb.  1807 

In  regard  to  ye  Spanish  sheep  nine  rams  were  shipped  aboard 
the  schooner  Thetis  of  New  London,  Capt.  Wm.  Austin,  agreably 
to  ye  enclosed  bill  of  lading  ye  schooner  sailed  from  St  Ander 
[Spain]  on  ye  4th.  ult.  and  I  hope  will  safely  deliver  them  at  the 
Island,  where  I  hope  no  care  or  expense  will  be  saved  in  taking 
care  of  them  especially  on  their  first  landing. 

Their  superiority  to  every  kind  of  sheep  is  acknowledged  by 
the  experienced  of  all  Europe.  Rams  &  ewes  of  the  same  race  sell 
here  from  $150  to  $200  each  while  those  of  the  French  race  sell  here 
for  $12.  And  in  order  that  the  greatest  advantage  may  be  drawn 
from  ye  introduction  of  ye  breed  I  would  haA^e  the  Island  of  Nen- 
nemissett  appropriated  to  rearing  of  sheep  of  the  pure  strain  and 
that  a  suitable  price  be  put  upon  them  and  I  beg  that  an  establish¬ 
ment  may  be  immediately  devised  for  their  support  and  mainte¬ 
nance  in  winter  and  in  summer  either  at  Nennemessett  or  at 
Naushon  or  at  both.  And  I  would  have  this  flock  as  extensive  as  it 
will  bear,  one  ram  will  serve  50  sheep  the  best  ewes  of  our  flock. 
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Those  having  the  finest  and  best  wool  ought  to  be  selected,  and  an 
increasing  benefit  will  be  observed  every  year  as  you  approach  the 
pure  race  taking  care  that  rams  are  pure  and  that  the  ewes  should 
be  progressively  bred  from  to  the  4th  generation  when  ye  race  will 
become  unmixed. 

.  .  .  I  have  written  for  a  Jack  &  Jenny  of  ye  large  breed,  .  .  . 
please  to  mention  to  Mr  Bullard  to  prepare  a  proper  stable  hay 
grain  etc.  for  the  accommodation  of  these  animals  &  to  leave  direc¬ 
tions  should  he  be  absent  from  the  Island  and  a  vessell  bearing 
them  on  board  might  unexpectedly  arrive.  .  .  .  The  getting  them 
off  of  a  vessell  in  safety  where  there  is  no  wharf  is  a  nice  matter 
and  requires  very  great  care  and  address,  not  only  in  well  suspend¬ 
ing  ye  body  in  a  proper  sling,  but  in  having  a  Guy  attached  to  the 
head  of  the  animal  and  sustained  on  shore  by  a  judicious  hand,  to 
prevent  ye  animal  from  beating  his  head  to  pieces  against  ye  side 
of  ye  vessell. 

James  Bowdoin  to  Thomas  L.  Winthrop,  Esq. 

...  I  believe  the  rearing  of  ye  Jacks  and  Jennys  of  ye  large 
breed  from  the  very  great  value  of  these  animals  will  be  a  good 
substitute  for  horses,  they  will  cost  a  great  deal  of  money,  I  appre¬ 
hend  not  less  than  a  thousand  dollars  when  they  arrive  in  the  U.  S. 

If  you  go  to  the  Island  this  year,  which  I  hope  you  will,  I  beg 
that  you  see  that  the  proper  provision  is  made  for  the  Jack  &  Jenny 
&  ye  sheep  so  as  to  put  both  ye  rearing  the  one  and  the  other  in 
ye  best  state  of  preparation,  that  suitable  buildings  should  be 
made.  .  .  . 

Tell  Mr  Bullard  to  provide  himself  with  some  cooling  physic 
in  case  they  should  prove  costive,  as  costiveness  is  ye  disease  with 
which  almost  all  animals  are  afflicted  on  first  going  to  ye  Island. 
I  wish  while  you  are  at  ye  Island  you  would  procure  some  samples 
of  ye  stones  and  of  ye  ochred  minerals  which  are  found  on  Nenni- 
messett  and  also  of  ye  different  clays,  ye  two  small  pieces  of  mineral 
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sent  in  the  box  by  Mr  Bullard  contain  a  great  proportion  of  iron, 
large  rocks  and  quarries  give  ye  character  of  what  may  be  found 
probably  under  the  surface,  therfore  pieces  of  large  rocks  should 
be  sent  and  in  breaking  them  they  should  be  broken  so  as  to  be  as 
rough  and  to  show  as  much  of  the  grain  as  possible.  The  pieces 
should  for  the  same  reason  be  kept  seperate,  not  be  crushed  or  han¬ 
dled  and  should  be  so  packed  up  as  to  meet  no  friction. 

Observing  these  directions  I  can  give  you  the  name  properties  & 
value  of  any  stones  you  may  send  me. 

1808 

James  Bowdoin  to  James  Temple  Bowdoin  in  London 

...  I  wish  you  to  procure  me  a  trailing  net  for  a  small  boat, 
like  mine  at  the  Island,  it  should  not  be  broader  than  7  or  8  feet 
and  have  a  proper  length  to  fish  on  the  N.  side  of  ye  Island.  I  dont 
know  whether  the  length  is  proportioned  to  the  depth  of  the  water, 
although  I  think  the  former ;  it  ought  to  be  made  complete  ready 
to  be  thrown  into  the  water  and  of  ye  best  twine  for  the  purpose. 
I  wish  also  a  couple  of  shrimp  nets  complete.  The  trailing  net  at 
Cherbourg  cost  me  7 0  livries  and  the  shrimp  nets  about  \  guinea 
each. 

I  beg  you  to  send  for  my  patent  plough  and  the  irons  accom¬ 
panying  it  from  Mr  Aldys  our  Consul  at  Cowes  &  let  these  things 
be  shipped  with  yours  when  you  embark. 

Later ;  also  send  one  or  two  F arriers  &  if  you  can  a  few  English 
hares  &  pheasants. 

The  letter  of  Elizabeth  Bowdoin  Temple  to  her  sister-in-law, 
Mrs.  James  Bowdoin,  gives  a  suggestion  of  life  in  that  day. 

The  unexpected  arrival  of  her  son  and  his  bride  from  England, 
the  joyous  return  to  Boston,  the  plans  for  the  Naushon  visit,  all  are 
most  vivid. 
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Elizabeth  Bowdoin  Temple  to  Sarah  Bowdoin 
[Mrs.  James  Bowdoin] 

My  dearest  sister, 

...  at  half  past  eight  o’clock  I  left  my  house  for  the  Island, 
and  at  one  o’clock  25  miles  from  Boston  an  express  summoned  me 
to  return,  and  at  half  past  eight  I  was  at  my  door,  where  I  embraced 
my  dear  James  and  his  lovely  wife  .  .  .  both  she  and  her  husband 
are  very  anxious  to  see  my  brother  you  and  Sarah  and  we  intend  on 
Wednesday  morning  to  set  out  for  the  Island,  Eliza  [Winthrop], 
Mrs  Temple  Bowdoin  &  myself  in  a  little  Coachee  and  James  in  a 
gig.  I  hope  it  will  not  be  inconvenient,  but  as  two  beds  would  an¬ 
swer  for  T.  Winthrop  &  Eliza  and  myself,  I  ventured  to  tell  Mrs 
Bowdoin  I  would  accompany  her.  Indeed  she  would  not  come 
without  I  would  consent  to  come  with  her.  I  shall  however  be 
anxious  until  I  know  that  you  will  not  be  incommoded.  At  any 
rate  I  would  willingly  go  over  to  the  little  Island*  to  sleep.  I 
packed  my  trunk  with  the  things  for  you,  the  backgammon  board 
containing  oatmeal  etc.  I  shall  bring  with  me. 

Friday  19th.  July 
6  A.M. 

Mrs.  Thomas  L.  Winthrop  to  Mrs.  James  Bowdoin 

Boston 

Sept.  27  1808 

My  dear  Aunt 

.  .  .  My  mother  [Lady  Temple]  will  be  the  bearer  of  this. 
She  leaves  town  at  12  o’clock  chais  with  my  sister  &  sleeps  at 
Queen  Ann’s  Corner  &  expects  to  be  with  you  on  Thursday. 
.  .  .  Thomas  arrived  (from  Naushon)  on  Saturday  and  we  were 
happy  to  see  him  ...  he  looks  better  for  his  jurneys  and  de¬ 
sires  me  to  say  that  he  is  very  grateful  for  your  and  his  Uncle’s 


*  Probably  Uncatena. 
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kind  attentions  to  him.  He  tried  to  procure  you  some  fruit  in  New 
Bedford  but  could  not  succeed.  .  .  . 

I  shall  therefore  only  add  my  kindest  affections  to  my  Uncle 
and  Sarah  and  Augusta  ...  &  Believe  me  to  be  my  dear  Aunt 
your  sincerely  Affectionate  niece 


E.  B.  Winthrop 


1809 


James  Bowdoin  to  George  Paddleford 

Mr  George  Paddleford  Boston’  Ma>’ 3rd' 1809 

Taunton 

Sir; 

I  received  a  few  lines  from  Mr  Baalis  Bullard  concerning  a 
quantity  of  bricks  to  be  delivered  at  Naushon  Island.  I  think  the 
quantity  wanted  is  about  22  or  23  thousand  which  if  you  will  cause 
to  be  delivered  in  the  best  order  &  of  the  best  quality,  that  is  good 
sound  well  burnt  bricks,  at  Naushon  Island  as  soon  as  the  same  can 
be  conveniently  done  on  or  before  the  1st.  of  June  next  I  will 
take  them  &  pay  you  six  dollars  per  thousand  on  their  delivery,  and 
the  money  therefore  will  be  paid  either  by  Mr  Bullard  or  by  his 
draft  upon  me,  which  shall  in  such  case  be  paid  when  presented. 
You  will  please  to  write  me  a  line  signifying  your  compliance  with 
the  proposal  which  is  made  grounded  on  the  conversation  Mr  Bul¬ 
lard  had  with  you  on  Thursday  last. 

I  should  have  wrote  to  you  before  but  did  not  receive  Mr  Bul¬ 
lard’s  letter  until  yesterday  in  the  afternoon. 

James  Bowdoin 


James  Bowdoin  to  [  ]  Wolcot 

Boston,  June  6th.  1809 

Wolcot  Esq. 

Sir; 

I  avail  myself  of  ye  obliging  offer  when  in  Boston  of  speaking 
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to  Messers  Schaler  &  Hall  in  regard  to  two  mantles  and  prs.  jambs 
&  hearths  wch.  I  wanted  for  a  house  I  am  building  at  Naushon, 
there  is  a  vessell  wch.  sailed  here  from  Middletown  about  4  days 
since  commanded  by  Capt.  Cochran  consigned  as  I  understand  to 
Messers  Schaler  &  Hall  return  here  with  free  stone ;  as  Capt.  Coch¬ 
ran  has  a  family  living  at  Woods  Hole  at  a  short  distance  from  ye 
house  I  am  building  &  frequently  stops  there  on  business,  I  wonder 
he  will  be  willing  to  take  ye  mantle  on  freight  &  deliver  them  at 
the  Island.  .  .  . 

The  mantles  and  hearths  wch.  I  want  are  similar  to  those  in 
Mrs  Waldo’s  dining  room  &  wch.  being  very  common  in  this  town 

1  presume  are  well  known  to  Messers  Schaler  &  Hall  .  .  .  man¬ 
tles  can  be  had  nearly  of  the  following  dimensions  viz.  the  width 
of  the  chimney  between  the  jambs  to  be  4  ft.  4  in.  in  the  clear; 
back  of  chimney  to  be  2  feet  wide  &  the  plan  of  the  jambs  therefrom 

2  ft.  4  in.  Mantle  to  be  of  proper  thickness  to  give  a  margin  of  4| 
to  4j  inches  in  the  clear,  height  of  jamb  2  ft.  10  or  11  in.  the  hearth 
to  be  5  ft.  4  in.  long  and  18  in.  wide.  .  .  . 


James  Bowdoin  to  William  McClure 
To  Wm.  Mc’lure  Esq. 

If  you  recollect  I  mentioned  to  you  that  I  was  about  erecting 
a  Salt  Works  on  my  estate  at  Naushon  Island  which  makes  ye 
northern  side  of  Vineyard  sound  (the  reason  of  my  mentioning 
this  circumstance  will  be  explained  below)  and  that  I  wished  to 
obtain  what  information  I  could  on  the  subject.  As  I  have  a  large 
quantity  of  wood  &  peat  on  the  Island  I  think  the  sea  water  being 
first  evaporated  in  the  sun,  say  to  15  or  20  degrees,  it  might  after¬ 
wards  be  reduced  to  salt  by  boiling.  In  this  case  salt  pans  and  ket¬ 
tles  upon  the  best  construction  ought  to  be  procured.  Brongnaist 
recommends  the  setting  of  6  pans  of  different  sizes  to  cover  a  space 
of  100  by  50  ft.  with  the  fire  place  in  the  middle  of  the  length  and 
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under  the  two  smallest  pans,  which  are  most  exposed  to  the  heat, 
and  from  which  the  water  after  being  boiled  for  a  time  is  conveyed 
to  the  four  larger  pans  two  on  each  side  where  a  slower  evaporation 
takes  place  and  the  salt  chrystalized,  the  two  largest  of  these  pans 
on  each  side,  the  two  center  ones  are  33  ft.  by  21 ;  the  two  smaller 
33  by  15 ;  the  largest  of  the  two  center  pans  is  about  27  by  22  ft. 
and  the  least  which  is  called  the  Poetan  [  ?]  is  about  22  by  15  ft.  if 
you  have  a  copy  of  Brongnaists  elements  of  minerology  with  you 
you  can  find  the  plate  at  the  end  of  Yol.  II.  .  .  . 

I  mention  these  circumstances  to  you  and  ask  for  your  advice 
and  opinion  on  this  subject.  .  .  . 

I  think  it  probable  that  the  cast  iron  factories  of  Penn,  are  in 
the  habit  of  casting  pans  for  this  purpose,  and  if  so  I  should  be 
much  obliged  to  you  to  procure  me  information  of  their  shape,  size 
&  cost  and  what  is  the  thickness  of  the  iron  when  cast,  I  am  the  most 
desirous  of  this  information  to  ascertain  whether  it  would  be  best 
and  cheapest  to  have  them  cast  here  although  I  am  told  that  the 
cast  iron  factories  of  Penn,  can  afford  their  work  cheaper  and  exe¬ 
cute  it  cheaper  than  in  other  parts  of  the  U.  S. 

If  no  information  can  be  obtained  relative  to  ye  Salt  pans  or 
method  of  boiling  salt  at  the  salt  spring,  I  should  be  much  obliged 
to  you  to  enquire  if  I  can  procure  a  doz.  pans  of  4  x  5,  18  in.  deep 
with  holes  at  one  of  the  corners  for  the  purpose  of  draining  the 
water  from  one  to  the  other  and  with  the  necessary  iron  funnells 
therefore. 

I  should  be  obliged  if  you  would  let  me  know  if  cast  iron  ovens 
are  made  at  Philadelphia  &  if  so  what  is  their  size  cost  and  shape  & 
whether  I  could  procure  therewith  a  cast  iron  plate  of  an  inch  thick 
2  ft.  3  in.  wide  by  4}  ft.  long  with  a  round  hole  in  the  middle  1  ft. 
in  diameter.  This  I  intend  for  an  economical  method  of  cooking 
and  baking  for  a  new  house  I  am  building  at  N aushon  Island.  .  .  . 
I  omitted  to  ask  whether  if  the  pan  etc.  could  be  procured  they 
could  be  readilly  shipped  for  this  place,  or  which  would  be  the  bet- 
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ter  whether  they  could  be  landed  at  Tarpaulin  Cove  on  Naushon 
Island  which  is  a  safe  and  secure  harbor  on  Vineyard  Sound. 

James  Bowdoin  to  Thomas  L.  Winthrop  [?] 

Naushon  Aug.  26  1809 

...  I  presume  Major  Corry  has  returned  home  and  that  he 
will  find  a  letter  from  me  written  on  the  23rd  inst.  by  Capt.  Walter 
Davis  concerning  the  lumber  I  want  to  finish  the  Salt  Works ;  John 
seems  to  have  an  inclination  to  extend  the  time  of  his  continuance 
here,  and  I  thought  it  would  be  beneficial  to  his  health.  He  has 
been  growing  very  strong  and  hearty  from  air  and  exercise,  but 
this  morning  owing  to  too  heavy  a  Breakfast  of  toast  &  butter  & 
cheese  he  has  been  sick  at  his  stomach,  but  I  conclude  he  will  be 
well  enough  to  pursue  his  journey  tomorrow.  .  .  . 

James  Bowdoin 

As  farm  superintendent  Baalis  Bullard  was  not  living  up  to 
the  expectations  of  his  employer. 

James  Bowdoin  to  Baalis  Bullard 

Boston  Sept.  27,  1809 

Mr  Bullard,  Naushon 
Sir; 

I  wrote  you  yesterday  by  the  mail  and  enclosed  you  Captain 
Peter  Cochran’s  rect.  of  the  things  shipped  by  him.  I  am  glad  to 
observe  that  ye  lumber  from  Kennebec  has  happily  arrived,  and  I 
have  sent  everything  by  Capt.  Cochran  that  I  think  can  be  wanted 
and  I  presume  you  will  continue  to  attend  to  the  business  of  the 
Island  until  the  arrangement  shall  be  agreed  on. 

My  wish  is  that  ye  Island  shall  be  managed  by  a  man  whose 
whole  time  shall  be  devoted  to  the  care  of  it,  for  the  plain  reason 
that  its  proper  management  will  demand  the  whole  time  and  atten- 
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tion  of  one  man,  let  him  be  as  active  as  he  may  be.  It  was  with  this 
view  that  I  first  engaged  you  to  go  there,  and  you  know  that  no 
other  circumstances  ever  entered  into  my  imagination.  If  a  man 
has  his  mind  distracted  with  business  at  six  miles  from  it,  if  he  has 
interfering  interests  taking  up  his  time  and  attention,  it  is  plain 
if  this  is  the  case  or  as  it  may  be  so  it  must  operate  in  the  same  pro¬ 
portion  injurious  to  the  business  committed  to  his  charge,  and  I 
must  say  in  many  instances  I  saw  great  disadvantages  arising  from 
your  absence,  and  I  believe  it  must  have  been  noticed  by  the  work¬ 
men  themselves.  I  saw  however  that  your  mind  was  perplexed 
and  laboring  under  impressions  which  weakened  your  ordinary  dis¬ 
position  to  business.  I  thought  however  it  was  no  time  to  speak  to 
you  on  the  subject.  I  saw  likewise  that  Nenimesset  was  very  much 
neglected,  the  people  employed  there  to  do  the  business  of  the 
Island  acting  under  vague  directions  without  you  attending  to  see 
them  executed.  Indeed  from  the  little  care  that  had  been  taken  of 
the  Salt  Work  there  I  might  have  been  saved  the  expense  of  build¬ 
ing  them,  for  from  want  of  a  proper  management  of  them  I  believe 
they  have  not  produced  the  interest  of  the  money  they  cost,  whilst 
other  Salt  Works,  Mr  Parkers  for  example  had  yielded  20%.  I 
mention  these  things  not  for  the  sake  of  finding  fault  but  only  to 
show  you  there  has  been  room  for  it.  In  the  last  year  you  have  had 
difficulties  to  contend  with,  the  building  of  the  house  and  Salt 
Works  and  ye  conducting  them. 


James  Bowdoin  to  Baalis  Bullard 
g-r>  Boston,  Sept.  16th. 

.  .  .  with  respect  to  ye  Salt  Works,  money  to  be  paid  to  the 
carpenters  on  finishing  the  Salt  Works,  I  wld.  have  you  ask  Mr 
Davis  to  make  out  the  several  accts.  up  to  the  time  of  finish  .  .  . 
John  Nyes  house  wants  shingling  &  Shadwick  [Robinson]  told  me 
his  house  did  likewise,  as  there  are  more  than  nails  enough  for  both 
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houses  almost  eno.  of  shingles  for  Mr  Nyes  I  think  it  best  that  they 
shld.  both  be  shingled  this  fall.  I  engaged  Mr  Thaxter  to  see  the 
Nye’s  roof,  that  such  boards  and  shingles  may  be  sent  there  as  may 
be  wanted  to  make  the  roof  tight.  .  .  . 

Let  me  know  ye  state  of  ye  houses  in  wch.  Thos.  Robinson 
lived  &  whether  it  is  for  the  security  of  the  island  that  it  shld.  be 
tenanted?  Is  Capt.  Tilton  engaged  for  Nennimessett  &  what  fam¬ 
ily  do  you  intend  for  Onkey  Tonkey  to  keep  the  Tavern  and  to  take 
charge  of  the  Salt  Works,  and  what  family  do  you  intend  to  take 
charge  of  the  Dairy  house  and  to  make  the  dairy  next  spring  & 
summer?  These  principal  arrangements  ought  to  be  determined 
&  settled  on  this  fall.  Shadwick  you  know  has  offered  to  make  the 
dairy  ye  next  summer.  No  indecision  shld.  rest  on  these  points  & 
it  is  not  proper  that  ye  great  dairy  house  nor  yet  Nennimessett 
shld.  be  managed  as  they  have  been  these  last  two  years.  ...  I 
have  more  than  once  hinted  to  you  that  I  did  not  see  how  you  could 
properly  attend  to  my  business  while  you  lived  at  Falmouth  &  I 
am  already  convinced  it  is  impossible;  you  therefore  must  think 
seriously  of  quitting  the  care  of  the  island  or  withdrawing  from  ye 
situation  at  Falmouth;  some  sacrifices  I  am  willing  to  make  for  yr. 
accomadations,  but  I  cannot  admit  a  line  of  conduct  or  pursuit 
quite  incompatible  with  my  interests  &  the  proper  business  com¬ 
mitted  to  your  charge. 

P.S.  Capt.  Cochrane  will 

sail  from  here  in  a  week  &  I 

shall  ship  by  him  all  the 

things  wch.  are  wanted  by  him  at  the  Is. 


James  Bowdoin  to  Baalis  Bullard 

Mr  Baalis  Bullard,  N°V'  29  1 809 

Sir; 

I  notice  the  things  shipped  by  Capt.  Edwards,  but  why  did  you 
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not  ship  the  sheep  For  Gen.  Dearborn  by  the  vessell?  I  am  really 
mortified  that  the  sheep  have  not  been  sent.  Let  me  know  if  Lewis 
[Callot]  or  some  other  boy  might  drive  them  up  by  land?  For  I 
cannot  think  of  lying  under  the  imputation  of  retaining  which  I 
had  given  away.  With  respect  to  Mr  Nye  and  his  offer  for  the 
Cove  Farm,  I  expect  he  intends  to  remove  &  deliver  it  up  on  or 
before  the  first  of  April,  it  would  have  been  more  decent  and 
reasonable  than  his  offer,  to  have  said  so  at  once.  If  that  is  his  in¬ 
tention,  and  I  presume  it  is  let  him  signify  it  in  writing  and  I  wish 
him  to  give  two  certificates,  one  to  be  kept  by  you  and  the  other  to 
be  sent  to  me  stating  that  he  shall  remove  on  the  1st  of  April  and 
that  the  house  and  farm  will  be  then  ready  to  receive  another  ten¬ 
ant,  in  order  that  people  wishing  to  hire  may  see  the  place  will  be 
ready  to  receive  them.  As  soon  as  the  certificate  shall  be  so  given,  I 
would  have  you  advertise  the  place  in  the  New  Bedford  paper, 
stating  that  the  Cove  house  and  farm  would  be  ready  to  receive  an¬ 
other  tenant  on  the  1st  of  April  and  that  any  person  wishing  to  hire 
and  to  know  the  terms  should  apply  to  you.  The  rent  must  be  made 
secure,  and  the  place  to  be  let  for  one  year,  until  it  shall  be  ascer¬ 
tained  whether  the  person  hiring  be  suitable  and  all  other  circum¬ 
stances  should  be  made  agreeable  on  both  sides.  My  price  shall  be 
500  dollars  but  rather  400  than  not  let  it. 

I  did  expect  from  what  had  been  mentioned  to  me,  that  by 
building  a  store  and  barn  and  some  other  smaller  conveniences 
that  a  thousand  dollars  per  annum  might  have  been  had  for  it,  but 
I  apprehend  that  the  thing  has  been  so  managed,  added  to  the  ob¬ 
stacles  thrown  in  the  way  of  our  commerce,  that  applicants  have 
been  discouraged  from  applying.  One  thing  is  certain  that  if  rents 
on  the  Island  are  to  fall,  you  must  expect  your  own  stipend  to 
diminish  in  the  same  proportion.  This  the  reason  of  the  case 
demands. 

I  wish  you  to  confer  with  Chadwick  and  others  on  the  Island 
and  to  let  me  know  what  their  opinion  may  be  as  to  the  person 
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proper  to  be  introduced  to  the  Cove.  It  is  possible  that  Chadwick 
himself  may  wish  to  hire  the  farm  and  to  lease  his  own  place  to  his 
son-in-law.  Some  thing  decisive  must  be  determined  on,  not  only 
with  respect  to  this  place,  but  with  regard  to  the  Dairy  house, 
Nennimessett,  and  Onky  Tonky  that  we  may  not  have  these  con¬ 
cerns  transferred  to  the  spring.  We  have  now  time  to  make  and 
settle  the  whole  arrangement  and  it  cannot  be  too  soon  enacted 
upon.  Let  me  know  what  are  your  arrangements  for  the  Merino 
rams  &  what  steps  you  have  pursued  in  regard  to  the  other  sheep 
as  well  as  to  the  foxes.  I  shall  write  again  soon. 


James  Bowdoin  to  Mr.  Baalis  Bullard 

Boston,  March  26 

Sir; 

As  it  is  somewhat  uncertain  when  you  may  be  in  town  &  that 
you  may  be  apprised  as  early  as  possible  of  my  plans  for  the  ap¬ 
proaching,  as  well  as  for  the  future  improvement  of  the  island; 
I  am  to  acquaint  you  that  it  is  my  intention  to  put  an  end  to  all 
dairies  on  Naushon  Island  &  have  the  whole  island  appropriated 
to  sheep.  The  reason  for  the  determination  I  shall  give  you  more 
fully  when  I  see  you.  I  therefore  wld.  have  as  many  of  the  cows 
turned  off  for  fattening  reserving  a  number  of  the  best  for  giving 
milk.  I  shld.  prefer  the  poll  breed  those  of  no  horns ;  whether  it  will 
be  best  in  certain  cases  to  turn  them  out  with  their  calves  in  the 
usual  form  &  to  turn  out  the  Dams  to  fat.  .  .  .  Care  must  be  taken 
to  reserve  cows  enough  to  furnish  the  families  with  milk  &  fresh 
butter  &  this  must  include  my  family  as  I  expect  to  be  at  the  island 
the  last  of  May  or  beginning  of  June.  ...  In  regard  to  the  sheep 
I  intend  the  cow  pasture  to  become  a  sheep  pasture  partly  in  sum¬ 
mer  &  wholly  in  winter,  in  order  to  carry  into  full  operation,  the 
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plan  I  contemplate,  and  I  wish  you  would  see  Mr  Barnabas  Chad¬ 
wick  &  know  from  him  whether  he  will  engage  himself  to  me  for 
a  year  or  eight  months,  in  order  to  take  the  charge  &  oversight  of 
my  flock,  as  a  shephard  to  have  the  exclusive  care  pursuing  such 
methods  as  I  shall  point  out  .  .  .  my  present  opinion  is  that  Non- 
nimessett  must  be  appropriated  as  a  temporary  run  for  them  [the 
ram  lambs]  between  shearing  and  the  proper  time  for  selling  them. 
In  this  case  I  conceive  there  must  be  a  pen  especially  made  for  the 
lambs  so  that  the  ewe  each  as  it  is  shorn  shall  be  turned  in  to  find 
its  lamb,  wch.  if  a  ram,  then  the  ewe  and  her  lamb  to  be  marked 
&  sent  to  Nonnimessett.  If  a  ewe  lamb,  then  to  be  marked, 
ie.  her  degree  of  Merino  blood  seared  with  a  hot  iron,  and  turned 
out  into  the  cow  pasture.  For  the  purpose  a  temporary  passage 
should  be  made  leading  from  the  lamb  pen  to  the  cow  pasture. 
.  .  .  The  execution  of  the  plan  I  propose  will  call  for  an  increase 
of  hands  &  one  or  two  more  days  for  shearing  wch.  must  be  more 
carefully  performed,  and  men  must  be  found  who  understand  the 
business.  ...  I  apprehend  the  best  shearers  from  all  parts  of  the 
county  may  be  procured  for  a  dollar  a  day  and  found. 

The  close  wooled  sheep  of  the  Merino  breed  require  the  nicest 
shearers  that  the  wool  shld.  be  cut  close  &  even  without  injuring 
the  animal.  In  France  they  shear  the  sheep  on  a  large  table  round 
wch.  the  shearers  set  &  the  sheep  are  tied  to  it.  Mr  Livingston  rec- 
comends  the  tying  the  fore  and  hind  legs  to  a  bar  with  two  cross 
pieces,  the  bar  18  inches  long  &  the  cross  pieces  six.  This  wld.  leave 
the  sheep  standing  in  their  natural  position  with  their  legs  a  little 
stretched  out,  or  a  rod  of  iron  with  a  curvature  at  each  end  wld. 
perhaps  be  still  better  he  says.  .  .  . 

The  French  boy  Louis  Calot  was  brought  from  France  by 
Bowdoin  and  given  an  education.  He  seems  to  have  lived  upon  the 
island  for  some  years,  as  he  is  referred  to  in  the  letter  of  James 
Bowdoin  Winthrop  written  in  1815. 
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James  Bowdoin  to  Mr.  William  Barnet 

Naushon,  August  25th. 

.  .  .  P.S.  Enclosed  you  will  find  a  letter  for  Mr  John  Calot 
father  to  the  lad  whom  I  sent  to  America  from  Paris.  His  name  is 
Louis  Wm.  Calot  &  is  likely  to  make  a  very  likely  man,  he  con¬ 
ducts  much  to  my  satisfaction,  I  have  given  him  schooling  &  mean 
again  to  do  it  next  winter.  I  shall  be  obliged  to  you  to  have  the  let¬ 
ter  sent  to  his  father  &  so  reed.  &  forward  any  letter  he  may  see  fit 
to  write  to  his  son.  .  .  . 


In  the  Congregational  Church  records  of  Falmouth  it  is  stated : 
Louis  Callot,  Deliverance  Weeks,  Mary  Hatch  were  pro¬ 
pounded.  November  22nd  were  admitted. 


James  Bowdoin  to  Judge  Cony 

Boston,  Apr.  14th. 

...  I  send  you  Mr  Livingstons  treatise  for  the  management 
of  sheep  &  I  shall  be  obliged  to  you  for  your  opinion  that  if  I  should 
be  able  to  send  you  some  young  rams  of  the  Merino  breed  this  fall, 
it  is  likely  that  they  would  produce  a  good  price  &  anything  that 
would  be  worth  the  trouble  &  expense  &  risk  of  sending  them  com¬ 
pared  with  their  price  this  way. 

Will  you  be  good  enough  to  let  me  know  by  the  mail  what 
a  deck  load  of  small  spruce  poles  not  less  than  eight  or  nine  feet 
long  could  be  had  for  &  shipt.  to  Naushon  Island  &  whether  there 
are  vessells  belonging  to  the  southward  of  Cape  Cod  loading  or 
likely  soon  to  load,  by  which  they  could  be  sent.  The  design  of  them 
is  to  make  the  railing  of  portable  gates  for  fences  &  pens  for  the 
purpose  of  retaining  or  folding  sheep;  this  is  a  species  of  fencing 
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wch.  I  conceive  admirably  calculated  for  your  part  of  the  country ; 
the  poles  must  not  be  bigger  than  your  wrist  at  the  small  end,  & 
must  cut  so  that  when  attached  to  the  side  pieces  the  gate  shall  be  8 
feet  long,  with  one  cross  piece.  The  holes  to  receive  the  poles  are 
cut  with  a  common  augur.  One  post  goes  into  the  ground  &  the 
other  sustained  by  a  pin  on  the  top,  which  is  driven  into  a  corre¬ 
spondent  hole  in  the  long  post  of  the  next  gate;  these  gates  are 
so  light  that  a  man  takes  one  of  them  out  of  a  cart  under  his  arm 
&  with  a  mallet  drives  into  the  earth  the  longest  side  of  the  gate 
the  shepherd  proceeds  in  this  way  until  he  encloses  as  much  ground 
as  he  wishes.  .  .  . 

Tarpaulin  Cove  Light  House 

The  first  Government  appropriation  for  the  Tarpaulin  Cove 
light  house  was  made  by  Congress  February  10,  1807;  the  light 
house  was  not  actually  built  until  ten  years  later,  being  completed 
in  1818. 

James  Bowdoin  to  the  Honorable  Albert  Gallatin 

Paris  Sept.  19th.  1807 

Sir; 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  those  of  your  obliging  letters 
of  the  11th  of  July  last  &  I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  your  con¬ 
descension  and  politeness  in  not  directing  the  light  house  to  be 
erected  at  Tarpaulin  Cove  on  Naushon  Island  until  you  had  given 
me  an  opportunity  of  making  known  my  sentiments  upon  the  sub¬ 
ject.  I  ought  Sir  to  suggest  to  you  that  the  Island  of  Naushon  is 
appropriated  to  Grazing  and  to  the  rearing  of  horses,  Cattles  and 
sheep  principally  the  latter;  as  the  Island  is  long  and  narrow  & 
has  many  landing  places,  it  is  much  exposed  to  be  robbed  of  its 
stock;  owing  to  the  circumference  I  have  been  obliged  to  erect 
houses  &  to  attach  families  to  them  unprofitably  for  the  sake  of  pro- 
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tecting  the  stock.  The  same  circumstance  required  me  to  build  a 
house  and  connect  there  with  200  acres  of  land  for  a  Tavern  for 
the  accomadation  of  the  sea  men  belonging  to  vessells  which  anchor 
on  Tarpaulin  Cove  Harbor.  With  all  the  protection  of  this  family 
the  seamen  of  the  vessels  frequently  kill  the  stock  &  steal  both  tim¬ 
ber  &  fire  wood  from  ye  island.  I  mention  these  circumstances, 
that  you  may  consider  whether  some  special  agreement  may  not  be 
necessary  to  prevent  the  keeper  of  the  light  house  from  keeping 
Tavern  or  harboring  disorderly  &  suspicious  persons  who  may  kill 
the  stock  etc.  The  building  of  the  Tavern  cost  me  upwards  of 
three  thousand  dollars  about  20  years  since  &  if  the  keeper  of  the 
light  house  is  allowed  to  keep  a  public  house  the  cost  &  value  of  my 
house  will  be  greatly  diminished,  whilst  ye  island  may  be  plundered 
by  Persons  harboured  there.  I  have  stated  these  facts  generally 
to  Mr  Winthrop  my  relation  &  agent  at  Boston,  who  will  in  my 
absence  do  everything  that  ye  reason  the  case  requires.  I  think 
however  the  public  interest  may  be  benefited  by  employing  my 
tenant  as  a  keeper  of  the  light  house  &  in  that  case  much  expense 
and  trouble  might  be  saved  to  the  public,  whilst  all  the  land  which 
wld.  be  necessary  whch.  be  so  much  as  wld.  be  required  for  a  site  & 
that  I  shld.  be  willing  to  give  to  the  Govt.  I  think  a  plan  of  this 
kind  may  be  devised  so  as  to  secure  a  faithful  and  punctual  attend¬ 
ance  of  the  lights  whilst  the  stock  &  improvements  of  the  island 
shld.  not  be  exposed  to  be  deranged.  The  light  house  I  conceive 
will  require  to  be  placed  upon  an  elevation  at  no  great  distance 
from  my  house  which  will  make  it  convenient  to  be  attended  by  ye 
tenant  and  as  the  advantage  of  it  will  be  personal  to  him  so  he  can 
be  laid  under  the  same  obligations  to  keep  the  light  &  be  subject  to 
the  same  penalties  in  case  of  neglect  as  any  other  light  house  keeper. 
The  people  to  whom  I  have  generally  hired  the  Tavern  are  steady 
and  confidential  &  none  other  will  do  for  the  situation.  As  I  pre¬ 
sume  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Govt,  to  do  as  little  as  possible  to 
private  property,  so  I  wld.  hope  there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  mak- 
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ing  an  arrangement  similar  to  what  is  herein  suggested  for  your 
consideration.  .  .  . 

Your  most  ob.  Servant, 

James  Bowdoin 

James  Bowdoin  to  Thomas  L.  Winthrop,  Esq. 

Paris 

.  .  .  With  respect  to  the  light  house  at  Tarpaulin  Cove  I  wld. 
have  you  proceed  in  the  business  so  as  to  procure  a  full  valuation 
for  the  ten  acres.  If  I  choose  to  give  to  ye  Govt,  hereafter  I  may 
do  it  but  one  seldom  gets  credit  for  presents  of  this  sort;  but  it 
must  be  required  that  ye  ten  acres  shall  be  applied  to  no  other  pur¬ 
pose  than  that  of  a  public  light  house  &  ye  necessary  building  for 
the  accomadation  of  the  keeper,  and  that  when  it  shall  cease  to  be 
so  applied,  that  it  shall  revert  to  me  or  my  heirs ;  it  ought  equally 
to  be  required  that  ye  keeper  of  ye  lighthouse  shall  not  keep  a 
Tavern  nor  do  any  injury  to  my  Estate  at  Tarpaulin  Cove,  by  har¬ 
boring  sailors  &  other  people  who  may  steal  my  sheep,  cut  my  wood 
&  timber  as  well  as  may  set  up  a  tavern  greatly  to  ye  prejudice  of 
ye  house  I  have  already  built  there,  this  purpose  at  a  very  great 
expense;  I  had  better  given  ye  situation  under  the  foregoing  pro¬ 
visions,  than  to  receive  money  upon  an  unqualified  sale.  I  shall  be 
obliged  to  you  to  suggest  these  considerations  to  Gen.  Dearborn 
who  must  see  ye  reasonableness  of  what  is  hereinsuggested.  I  re¬ 
quest  his  interference  with  the  Govt,  to  have  ye  cession  or  sale  made 
under  ye  necessary  restrictions  above  mentioned.  .  .  . 


Albert  Gallatin  from  General  Dearborn 

To  Hon.  Albert  Gallatin,  Boston,  Feb.  28th.  1810 

Sir; 

Mr  Bowdoin  having  shown  me  the  correspondence  between 
himself  and  you  in  relation  to  the  proposed  Light  House  on  his 
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Island  and  likewise  a  petition  lie  is  about  sending  you  I  take  the 
liberty  of  making  a  few  observations  in  relation  to  the  subject 
generally.  The  Island  on  which  the  Light  House  is  to  be  erected 
contains  about  5000  acres  of  land,  and  is  principally  improved  as 
a  sheep  pasture.  The  number  of  sheep  usually  kept  on  the  Island 
is  about  2000.  Mr  Bowdoin  is  now  improving  the  breed  by  the 
introduction  of  Merinos  and  will  probably  in  the  course  of  a  few 
years  have  from  2  to  3  thousand  of  these  valuable  animals  on  said 
Island,  and  as  the  sheep  are  liable  to  the  depradations  of  the  crews 
of  the  small  vessells  and  boats  that  frequent  the  waters  about  the 
Island  and  also  the  sailors  and  others  that  belong  to  vessells  that 
occasionally  anchor  in  Tarpaulin  Cove  near  where  the  Light 
House  is  proposed.  Mr  Bowdoin  has  at  all  times  found  it  neces¬ 
sary  to  have  one  or  more  families  on  the  Island  in  whose  fidelity 
and  industry  he  can  confide  to  take  care  of  his  property  and  to  pre¬ 
vent  as  much  as  possible  depredations  on  his  stock  and  if  one  of  his 
tenants  should  be  (by  provision  of  the  law)  the  keeper  of  the  lights, 
so  long  as  the  duty  shall  be  faithfully  performed,  it  would  be  very 
satisfactory  to  Mr  Bowdoin  and  no  inconvenience  that  I  can  per¬ 
ceive  would  by  such  an  arrangement  be  experienced  by  the  public 
especially  as  Mr  Bowdoin  is  willing  to  enter  into  suitable  bonds  for 
the  faithful  conduct  of  such  a  keeper,  with  all  the  protection  af¬ 
forded  by  especial  laws  of  this  Commonwealth  to  the  stock  on  the 
Island  in  question  and  all  the  precautions  taken  by  Mr  Bowdoin 
very  considerable  depradations  are  annually  made  on  the  stock  and 
especially  on  the  sheep. 

H.  Dearborn 


James  Bowdoin  to  General  Dearborn 

The  Hon.  Gen.  Dearborn,  B°St°n>  Aprfl  8°th’ 

My  dear  Sir ; 

I  am  very  sorry  that  an  arrangement  equally  safe  to  the  public 
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as  to  the  security  of  private  property  could  not  have  been  made  in 
regard  to  the  site  of  the  proposed  light  house.  What  I  ought  to  do 
in  the  case,  or  how  I  can  be  prevailed  on  to  sell  10  acres  of  my  land 
in  the  midst  of  the  farm,  and  which  changes  essentially  not  only 
the  value  of  the  farm,  but  the  privelege  of  a  Tavern  which  is  at¬ 
tached  to  it  and  in  the  event  may  endanger  the  security,  improve¬ 
ment  and  value  of  my  whole  estate  I  know  not.  It  will  be  very  dis¬ 
agreeable  to  claim  the  protection  of  the  State  or  take  any  other  step 
which  shall  be  opposed  to  so  public  an  object  as  an  light  house. 
Yet  I  still  conceive  that  if  some  regulation  cannot  be  obtained  to 
lessen  the  inevitable  consequence  which  must  result  from  the 
measure  which  is  proposed.  I  must  be  constrained  to  give  all  the 
opposition  to  it  I  can.  I  hope  however  that  the  Sec.  of  the  Treasury 
will  not  put  me  to  the  inconvenience  or  force  on  me  regulations  of 
a  severe  and  hostile  nature. 

J.B. 

After  eight  years  of  management  of  the  island,  Baalis  Bul¬ 
lard  left  Naushon  in  the  autumn  of  1810.  He  was  succeeded  by 
Barnabas  Chadwick  of  Falmouth,  who  had  come  to  the  island  in 
the  spring,  to  take  charge  of  the  sheep. 

Bowdoin  seems  to  have  had  some  difficulty  in  keeping  tenants 
on  the  various  farms  at  this  time.  This  is  not  surprising  when  the 
rents  asked  are  considered. 

$7 00  per  year  for  the  Dairy  F arm 

$400  to  $500  per  year  for  the  Cove  Farm 
reduced  to  $300  per  year 

$150  for  the  West  End 

It  was,  however,  at  this  period  that  such  great  quantities  of 
vegetables  were  being  supplied  to  vessels  at  Tarpaulin.  Doubtless 
all  the  farmers  were  very  active  in  raising  and  selling  livestock  and 
vegetables,  and  in  this  way  they  made  a  comfortable  living. 
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Boston,  Dec.  28, 1810 

Mr  Barnabas  Chadwick, 

Sir; 

I  sent  by  Mr  Ephriam  Price  a  fifty  dol.  bank  bill  this  day  to  be 
delivered  to  you  in  order  to  pay  Mr  Wm.  Bradley  41-81  for  his  1/3 
part  of  251  bushels  of  Salt  made  by  him  last  summer.  The  remain¬ 
ing  8-19  cts.  you  will  reserve  to  pay  any  small  occurring  expenses, 
to  be  accounted  for,  Mr  Bradley  is  desirous  to  know  whether  he  is 
to  continue  on  the  place  another  year.  I  shall  have  no  objection  to 
his  continuance  if  his  accounts  of  his  conduct  are  found  in  all  re¬ 
spects  proper  and  correct,  but  then  he  must  submit  to  such  altera¬ 
tions  in  his  lease  as  the  case  may  require :  for  instance  I  allow  him  by 
the  lease  3  shillings  per  bu.  for  the  Salt  he  has  made  which  is  at 
the  rate  of  4  doll,  per  hogshead  and  Salt  has  sold  the  last  summer 
and  fall  at  15  sh.  per  hogshead  and  some  as  low  as  13  sh.  15  sh.  per 
hogshead  is  31j  cts  per  bu.  and  at  3  doll,  per  hhd.  is  37j  cts.  per  bu. 
which  I  believe  is  higher  than  any  has  sold  for,  or  at  least  as  high 
.  .  .  and  I  cannot  be  obligated  to  buy  either  Mr  Bradley’s  or  Mr 
Robinson’s  Salt  dearer  than  I  can  buy  Salt  for  in  this  town. 

I  have  not  got  Mr  Bradley’s  accounts  which  he  settled  with 
Mr  Bullard  nor  do  I  know  particularly  how  he  has  been  employed 
since  he  has  been  in  my  service,  or  in  what  way  he  has  paid  his  rent. 
By  the  lease,  Mr  Bradley  is  to  attend  the  Ferry  to  Woods  Hole  in 
the  usual  manner  without  any  especial  charge,  and  also  to  take 
care  of  the  stock  both  in  summer  and  in  winter,  without  charge 
also,  and  to  be  allowed  that  is  when  making  or  mending  fences  or 
walls,  cutting  the  hay,  washing  &  shearing  sheep,  clearing  &  ditch¬ 
ing  salt-marshes  or  swamp  or  any  other  kind  of  farming  business 
if  done  between  the  1st.  of  April  &  1st.  of  October  five  shillings  per 
day  and  if  between  the  1st.  of  October  and  the  1st.  of  April  next 
then  4  shillings  per  day,  he  finding  himself  and  rendering  an  ac¬ 
count  of  his  work  once  in  every  month  to  my  agent  that  is  to 
you,  as  Mr  Bullard  has  quitted  my  service. 
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How  the  account  has  been  made  up  ascertained  and  managed 
I  know  not.  They  ought  to  be  made  clear,  stand  fair  and  I  am  will¬ 
ing  that  Mr  Bradley  shall  be  fully  and  fairly  paid. 

With  respect  to  Mr  Seth  Robinson’s  lease  the  rent  was  reg¬ 
ulated  by  the  cost  of  the  house  and  by  the  buildings  if  they  had  been 
erected  adjacent  for  his  accomadation  or  that  person  to  whom 
the  works  should  be  leased  and  to  be  paid  as  is  stated  by  labor  at 
2/ 6  per  day,  and  boarded  or  in  money  at  his  option.  Since  the  lease, 
I  have  paid  carpenter,  painters  and  masons  several  sums  and  there 
has  been  lumber  and  other  materials  used  to  complete  the  house  and 
out-houses.  What  was  the  rule  by  which  Mr  Bullard  calculated 
the  rent  to  the  1st.  of  April  I  know  not.  .  .  . 

I  shall  write  you  shortly  about  the  sheep  but  at  present  I  have 
only  time  to  acquaint  you  that  I  have  bought  three  more  Merino 
rams,  which  I  now  send  you  by  Mr  John  Richardson  who  has  had 
the  care  of  them  for  some  time  past  &  can  tell  you  how  he  has  kept 
them  so  that  you  may  not  too  suddenly  change  their  food  and  shel¬ 
ter,  a  little  hogs  lard,  or  mutton  or  other  clean  grease  with  a  little 
bees-wax  melted,  if  you  have  it  is  good  to  rub  upon  the  skin  where 
the  wool  is  off,  and  a  little  sweet  oil  rubbed  on  the  nose  is  good  for 
the  snuffles  in  sheep.  I  hope  you  will  take  particular  care  of  the 
Merino  sheep,  they  have  cost  a  great  deal  of  money  and  I  should  be 
sorry  to  lose  them  for  want  of  care.  ...  If  you  have  any  time  I 
wish  you  to  get  into  the  cow  yard  as  much  sea  weed  as  you  can,  to 
make  a  pile  of  it  for  the  purpose  of  accomadating  the  ewes  at  lamb¬ 
ing  time  in  such  places  as  you  intend  to  shelter  them  in.  But  of 
this  I  shall  write  you  more  particularly  at  lambing  time. 

James  Bowdoin 

James  Bowdoin  to  Seth  Robinson 

Boston,  Nov.  21st. 

Sir;  I  received  your  letter  of  the  15th.  inst.  by  post  &  conclude  that 
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the  salt  in  store  has  been  correctly  measured  &  that  there  is  1660 
bushels.  One  fifth  part  being  yours  by  the  lease  or  332  bushels  at 
3  shillings  per  bushel,  amount  to  one  hundred  and  seventy-six  dol¬ 
lars  wch.  I  shall  send  by  Mr  Joseph  Parker,  who  will  deliver  it  to 
Mr  Barnabas  Chadwick  for  you  to  give  me  your  rec’t.  .  .  .  Let 
me  know  if  the  winter  shld.  prove  open  whether  you  build  any  part 
of  the  wall  I  proposed  across  the  Island  from  your  house  as  I  pro¬ 
posed,  and  if  so  what  you  wish  for  building  a  wall  five  feet  high  & 
so  constructed  to  stop  sheep  as  well  as  cattle.  Observe  in  high  winds 
and  storms  how  high  the  water  rises  on  the  wharf  on  a  level  &  also 
the  height  of  the  spray  of  the  sea.  These  circumstances  shld.  be 
minutely  attended  to  for  the  security  of  the  above  and  the  Salt 
within  it.  Capt.  Mosier  is  now  here  and  promises  to  take  the  pair 
of  pot-ash  kettles  I  have  purchased  for  the  above.  You  will  have 
them  carefully  set  &  in  the  best  manner  &  the  bill  of  the  work  for¬ 
warded,  to  me.  .  .  . 

James  Bowdoin  to  Mr.  Joseph  Parker 

Boston,  Dec.  10th. 

Dear  Sir; 

...  I  have  received  a  letter  from  Mr  Shadwick  Robinson  who 
seems  disposed  to  continue  on  the  Cove  farm  upon  his  own  terms, 
but  I  shall  not  permit  him  to  stay  under  three  hundred  dollars  per 
annum  and  longer  than  I  can  find  a  proper  man  to  take  it.  I  have 
had  a  man  in  treaty  about  the  farm  for  some  time  past  &  altho  I 
am  unwilling  to  introduce  strangers  yet  I  must  do  it  if  Mr  Robin¬ 
son  persists  in  his  determination  of  giving  no  more  rent  than  he 
proposed.  I  shall  be  much  obliged  to  you  to  send  for  Mr  Rob¬ 
inson  &  to  show  him  the  part  of  the  letter  &  receive  his  final  answer. 
.  .  .  Even  this  rent  will  be  a  poor  consideration  for  the  money  the 
house  cost  me  &  the  improvement  of  the  farm;  as  to  further  con¬ 
venience  such  as  a  wharf,  barns  I  will  lay  out  any  sum  of  money 
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theron  wch.  will  give  an  addition  to  the  rent  of  10  per  cent  on  the 
sum  wch.  may  so  expand  the  money  to  be  frugally  laid  out  in  pro¬ 
curing  the  conveniences  wished  for. 

Captain  David  Tilton  was  born  on  Martha’s  Vineyard  on 
March  3,  1776.  He  married  Jedidah,  daughter  of  Shadrach  Rob¬ 
inson,  in  September,  1806.  Shadrach  was  at  this  time  either  at 
Tarpaulin  Cove  or  the  West  End,  and  it  is  natural  that  the  young 
couple  should  have  become  tenants  at  one  of  the  farms. 

The  son  of  David  and  Jedidah  was  born  in  1813,  possibly  at 
Naushon.  He  later  moved  to  Martha’s  Vineyard  and  is  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  the  pleasing  sketch,  “Uncle  David,”  by  Dr.  Leroy  Milton 
Yale*. 


1811 

Honorable  James  Bowdoin  to  Captain  David  Tilton 

Capt.  David  Tilton ; 

Sir, 

I  reed,  your  letter  of  Jan.  17th  this  day  not  without  some  sur¬ 
prise  in  regard  to  what  you  mention  in  respect  to  the  rent  of  the 
place  you  occupy.  I  have  been  at  considerable  expense  to  repair 
the  house  and  you  had  the  place  at  less  rent  than  Mr  Nye  gave  for 
it.  I  do  not  wish  to  be  changing  tenants,  nor  to  seek  one,  when  I 
considered  you  to  expect  to  continue  on  the  place.  I  have  always 
been  willing  to  do  what  is  reasonable,  but  considering  the  rents 
which  have  been  heretofore  paid,  your  rent  stands  as  low  as  it  has 
been  for  a  number  of  years  past.  I  wish  to  know  what  you  expect 
to  do  or  what  you  mean  to  propose  that  I  may  know  what  is  proper 
that  I  should  do.  I  received  a  letter  likewise  from  Mr  John  Rob¬ 
inson  a  day  or  two  since,  altho  he  lives  upon  the  place  I  always  con¬ 
sidered  and  do  now  consider  him  a  tenant  under  his  father  and  that 

*Published  in  Scribner’s  Magazine,  July,  1901. 
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what  ever  changes  are  to  take  place,  I  do  expect  they  will  take  place 
through  an  agreement  with  Mr  Shadwick  Robinson. 

I  expect  Mr  Jos.  Parker  will  be  coming  to  Boston  on  the  Be¬ 
ginning  of  next  month  and  I  wish  you  to  confer  with  him  as  well  as 
to  write  me  what  you  propose  to  do  and  your  determination,  that 
I  may  know  immediately  what  to  do  concerning  the  place. 

J.  B. 

James  Bowdoin  to  Joseph  Parker,  Esq. 

Boston,  Mar.  15th. 

Dear  Sir; 

I  received  your  obliging  letter  of  the  12th.  inst.  &  find  with 
astonishment  that  Mr  S.  Robinson  and  his  children  do  not  choose 
to  hire  the  respective  farms.  I  shall  be  obliged  to  you  to  send  me 
Capt.  Skiffs  answer  as  soon  as  you  shall  obtain  it.  If  Capt.  Skiff 
takes  the  Cove  farm  you  can  send  Mr  Chadwick  to  Mr  Robinson 
&  know  if  he  will  have  anything  to  do  with  the  west  end  of  the  Is¬ 
land,  &  what  offer  he  will  make  for  it.  Capt.  Tilton’s  place  can 
either  be  improved  on  or  not  as  I  conceive  it  may  be  pastured 
with  sheep,  to  the  full  value  of  payment  he  will  pay;  but  if  Capt 
Skiff  should  not  take  the  Cove  farm,  I  dont  see  but  that  I  must 
lay  at  the  mercy  of  Shadwick  another  year ;  for  altho  I  thought  of 
shutting  up  the  house  and  stocking  the  farm,  it  will  be  attended 
with  much  consequence,  the  ruin  of  ye  house  &  the  stealing  of  the 
stock  &  timber  that  I  must  have  it  tenanted  by  somebody.  This 
situation  I  have  been  apprehensive  of  being  drawn  into  by  let¬ 
ting  so  many  places  to  one  man,  all  of  them  at  trust  and  spread 
out  &  dependant  on  one  &  he  so  artful  &  crooked.  I  shall  there¬ 
fore  be  obliged  to  you  to  make  the  agreement  you  can  for  me  with 
Shadwick  &  his  children  in  case  Capt.  Skiff  should  decline  taking 
the  place.  In  case  Capt.  Skiff  takes  it  you  can  agree  with  Shadk 
about  the  other  two  places,  or  only  the  west  end  farm  for  one  year 
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&  ye  rent  for  next  year  to  be  settled  in  July  next  in  case  he  shld. 
expect  to  continue  upon  it  after  the  present  year.  .  .  . 

J.  B. 

The  exact  date  of  Shadrach  Robinson’s  leaving  the  island  is 
not  recorded,  but  from  Chilmark  comes  word: 

“In  1810,  the  class ,  a  Methodist  group  in  Chilmark,  was  re¬ 
vived,  being  reinforced  by  Shadrach  Robinson,  who  had  removed 
hither  from  Naushon,  and  whose  house  became  a  home  for  the 
preachers  and  a  place  for  their  meetings.” 

“  Shadrach  Robinsons  ear  mark  as  follows,  crop  of  the  right  ear 
with  a  split  therein  and  a  slope  under  the  left  ear,  purchased  of 
Benjamin  Allen  as  per  receipt  entered  December  20th  1815. 

Also  his  riding  mark  across  the  hips.” 

James  Bowdoin  to  Joseph  Parker,  Esq. 

Boston,  April  10th. 

Dear  Sir; 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  9th.  if  Mr  Shadwick  Robinson  is 
seriously  determined  to  quit  the  Cove  farm  in  the  face  of  his  own 
letter,  and  will  not  desire  it  on  the  terms  he  himself  proposes  I  will 
not  let  him  have  the  west  end  farm  on  any  terms  whatever.  Have 
Mr  Chadwick  send  the  cows  up  there  reserving  enough  for  the  fam¬ 
ily  at  home  for  butter  &  milk  for  the  summer  &  Mr  Lothrop  &  Miss 
Weeks*  if  she  will  go  sent  there  to  take  care  of  the  farm  &  make 
the  Dairy,  this  with  a  flock  of  Merino  sheep  will  make  it  as  profit¬ 
able  as  to  let  it.  In  this  case  provision  must  be  made  for  the  protec¬ 
tion  of  the  Cove  farm  until  a  tenant  can  be  found  to  occupy  it  and 
I  believe  Mr  Chadwick  and  his  family  or  some  other  suitable  per- 

*  Possibly  Miss  Deliverance  Weeks,  mentioned  as  admitted  to  the  Falmouth 
Church  in  the  previous  August  at  the  same  time  that  admittance  was  also  allowed 
to  Louis  Calot  and  Mary  Hatch. 


Honorable  James  Bowdoin  by  Gilbert  Stuart 


Bowdoin  Ownership 


401 


son  should  be  found  to  keep  possession  of  the  house  until  that  time ; 
but  if  Mr  Shadwick  Robinson  will  take  both  farms  agreeable  to 
the  proposition  of  his  own  letter  that  is  two  hundred  dollars  for  the 
Cove  farm  &  a  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  for  the  west  end,  he  may 
have  them  on  these  terms,  this  being  for  the  present  year  only. 


James  Bowdoin  to  Hon.  Judge  Cony 

Naushon,  June  17th. 

My  dear  Sir ; 

I  have  duly  received  your  obliging  letter  of  the  8th  inst.  and 
the  lumber  shingles  and  canoes  by  Capt.  Sherman  who  I  beleive 
has  delivered  them  in  good  order  at  Tarpaulin  Cove  &  at  Onkey 
Tonkey  agreeably  to  agreement. 

It  is  now  about  a  week  since  I  came  to  N aushon  but  I  continue 
very  weak  and  feeble;  I  hope  however  that  the  sweet  secure  air  of 
the  Island  may  restore  me.  Nothing  can  exceed  the  weather  &  the 
Island  has  had  plenty  of  rain  and  everything  looks  flourishing. 
My  sheep  however  suffered  much  the  last  winter,  and  I  have  lost  a 
great  number  &  I  have  only  a  few  lambs. 


James  Bowdoin  to  Thomas  Dickinson,  Esq. 

Naushon,  Aug.  20th. 

Sir;  .  .  .  Mr  Winthrop  &  his  family  are  now  with  us  &  we  are 
enjoying  the  pleasure  of  a  fine  mild  summer  under  as  fine  a  sea 
prospect  as  any  country  affords ;  we  are  accommodated  with  a  con¬ 
venient  house  which  I  built  the  last  year,  &  I  hope  by  retiring  here 
during  the  summer  I  may  enjoy  a  comfortable  state  of  health 
during  the  short  summer  of  life,  the  Deity  may  allow  me.  .  .  . 
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James  Bowdoin  to  Mr.  Seth  Robinson 

Boston,  Jan.  29, 1811 

Mr  Seth  Robinson ; 

Sir; 

I  reed,  your  letter  of  the  23rd.  inst.  this  day  and  I  am  willing 
that  you  should  have  your  part  of  the  Salt  for  making,  to  be  de¬ 
livered  to  you  when  all  the  Salt  shall  be  made  for  the  summer,  that 
is  in  case  you  and  I  cannot  agree  upon  the  price,  so  that  on  this 
point  we  are  agreed.  I  am  also  willing  that  the  rent  shall  stand 
as  it  did  last  year  but  I  expect  that  you  shall  take  care  of  the  stock 
which  may  be  put  on  Onky  Tonky  both  in  winter  and  in  summer, 
the  same  way  and  manner  as  is  provided  in  the  lease  of  Nonnimes- 
sett  to  Mr  Bradley.  I  think  this  is  a  most  essential  circumstance 
and  is  the  only  equivalent  to  be  put  against  the  other  privelege  you 
receive  in  getting  your  wood,  and  in  improving  the  land  which  the 
lease  authorizes.  On  the  presumption  that  you  can  have  no  objec¬ 
tions  to  these  points  the  lease  shall  be  prepared  and  sent  you  by 
Mr  Parker  with  the  modification  herein  stated.  .  .  . 

In  regard  to  the  wall  I  dont  know  what  Mr  Chadwick  would 
wish  or  think  best.  My  own  idea  is  that  the  wall  should  run  from 
your  house  across  the  Island  to  the  North  shore  at  the  nearest 
point,  so  as  to  leave  the  marsh  and  the  lower  end  of  the  Island  to 
the  eastward  of  the  wall.  I  wish  you  to  let  me  know  the  direction 
Mr  Chadwick  proposes  that  the  wall  shall  take  and  what  will  be 
the  whole  length  of  the  wall  from  the  place  of  beginning  to  the 
point  he  proposes  to  go  to. 

I  conclude  that  you  will  be  digging  the  stones,  so  that  no  time 
will  be  lost  before  the  situation  of  the  wall  will  be  settled.  Captain 
Sampson  took  2,  13  inch  blocks  properly  strapped  with  hooks 
etc.  Has  Mr  C.  received  them?  I  have  a  number  of  small  things 
to  send  to  Mr  Chadwick  such  as  sheep  bells,  sheep  shears,  bill  hook 
and  old  sail  to  make  an  awning  for  the  shearers  in  June,  of  these 
and  other  matters  I  shall  soon  write  him.  I  have  likewise  pur- 
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chased  ten  more  Merino  sheep  and  I  am  not  determined  on  the 
manner  of  sending  them  to  the  Island.  Desire  Mr  Chadwick  to 
examine  the  sheep  the  Merino  and  the  lambs  which  were  driven  to 
Boston  to  see  if  any  of  them  have  the  scab  or  itch  &  if  so  they  must 
be  put  by  themselves  and  occasionally  rubbed  with  the  ointment 
mentioned  in  the  book  I  gave  him  see  P.  108.  It  is  said  that  a 
strong  decoction  of  tobacco  mixed  with  sea  salt  is  also  a  certain 
remedy.  If  you  send  me  your  accounts  of  labor  so  arranged  that  I 
can  understand  it  by  Mr  Parker  and  Mr  Bradley  his,  they  shall 
both  be  paid.  .  .  . 

J.  B. 

James  Bowdoin  to  Mr.  Benjamin  Taber,  Pump  Maker 

New  Bedford 

Boston,  April  13th. 

Sir; 

I  reed,  your  letter.  ...  I  hasten  to  acquaint  you  that  seeing 
you  have  made  engagements  for  ye  logs  wch.  I  did  not  expect  till 
you  wrote  me,  I  will  return  to  my  original  plan,  if  on  the  whole  it 
shall  be  thot  best  or  fairly  feasible  to  determine  wch.  prior  to  your 
going  on  with  the  boring,  it  will  be  necessary,  that  you  should  go 
to  Naushon  to  see  Mr  Chadwick  measure  ye  ground  &  elevation 
&  finally  see  how  near  the  house  &  what  part  of  it  the  water  can  be 
carried  with  certainty  and  success.  ...  I  shall  want  a  oak  pump 
for  a  well  that  is  now  digging,  to  be  made  &  sent  to  the  Is.  as  soon 
as  you  can  find  the  length  it  shld.  have.  I  sh.  depend  on  its  being 
well  made  of  good  timber,  &  properly  bored,  of  a  size  according  to 
the  depth  of  the  well. 


James  Bowdoin  to  Mr.  Benjamin  Taber,  Jr. 


April  29th.  1811 


Mr  Benj.  Taber  Jun. 

In  duly  considering  all  circumstances  in  regard  to  the  pipes 
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price  etc.  I  think  it  will  be  reasonable  to  allow  you  11  cents  per  ft. 
for  them  after  they  shall  be  laid,  you  seeing  to  their  properly  be¬ 
ing  placed,  laid  from  the  reservoir  to  the  place  of  delivery  this  be¬ 
ing  as  heretofore  in  lieu  of  all  charges  or  in  other  words  your  de¬ 
livering  them  on  the  Island  free  of  other  expenses.  I  shall  expect 
that  the  pump  for  the  well  shall  not  be  suffered  to  be  wet  with  salt 
water,  but  that  it  be  landed  on  the  wharf  without  being  thrown 
into  the  sea.  .  .  .  The  pump  must  be  made  to  go  well  that  it  is 
properly  placed.  I  have  directed  Mr  C.  to  prepare  the  trench  for 
receiving  the  pipes  so  you  may  not  be  delayed  unnecessarily  on 
the  Island.  I  wish  to  have  them  done  as  soon  as  possible.  As 
Shadrach  Robinson  has  moved  from  the  Cove  and  also  left  my 
farm  at  the  west  end  without  a  tenant,  if  you  know  a  good  man  or 
men  that  you  can  reccomend  .  .  .  drop  me  a  few  lines.  I  want 
reputable  industrious  men,  who  are  honest  and  not  disposed  to  be 
troublesome. 

J.  B. 

James  Bowdoin  to  Thomas  Winthrop 

Thos  L.  Winthrop  Esq. 

Dear  Sir; 

Since  my  return  to  N aushon  my  health  has  been  slowly  improv¬ 
ing  and  I  hope  that  I  may  be  able  to  lay  up  a  sufficient  store  as  to 
enable  me  to  pass  a  comfortable  winter.  We  shall  be  glad  to  expect 
to  see  you  and  Mrs  W.  to  pass  a  few  days  with  us  here,  Naushon 
was  never  pleasanter,  and  as  I  conclude  it  is  your  and  Mrs  W’s. 
intention  I  shall  be  obliged  to  you  for  some  enquiries  in  regard  to 
the  construction  and  management  of  ice  houses.  Ours  does  not 
answer;  I  apprehend  there  is  a  defect  in  its  situation  being  too 
much  exposed  to  an  afternoon  sun,  as  well  as  to  the  inlet  of  the 
external  air ;  although  it  is  said  a  certain  communication  with  it  to 
carry  off  the  vapor  is  necessary.  If  any  of  your  acquaintances  has 
got  a  good  ice  house,  I  shall  be  obliged  to  you  to  know  of  them  the 
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method  ye  external  air  is  kept  from  the  ice,  whilst  it  is  allowed  a 
certain  circulation  in  the  ice  houses  of  either  of  ye  Mr  Perkins’  or 
both  of  them  would  give  the  description  of  their  ice  houses  and  the 
manner  of  the  putting,  preserving,  &  taking  out  the  ice  from  them. 
.  .  .  I  might  draw  from  them,  what  might  answer  to  preserve  the 
ice  in  my  ice  house.  Should  Capt.  Palmer  come  to  Naushon  with 
Sir  Grenville  [Temple],  I  should  be  obliged  to  him  if  he  would 
visit  the  ice  house  of  Mr  Perkins,  in  order  to  advise  with  me. 

My  health  does  not  permit  me  to  visit  these  places,  and  there¬ 
fore  I  am  not  able  to  form  or  make  comparisons  from  the  different 
plans  there  are  of  them. 

After  a  great  deal  of  trouble  we  at  length  got  a  well  near  the 
house,  and  I  hope  the  water  will  prove  good  and  abundant. 

J.  B. 

Thomas  Winthrop’s  son,  James  B.  Winthrop,  was  at  the  time 
of  writing,  a  student  at  Bowdoin  College. 

To  Thomas  Winthrop  from  His  Son 
James  Bowdoin  Winthrop 

Brunswick,  Me. 

July  28  1811 

.  .  .  N.B. 

I  was  very  sorry  to  notice  in  your  last  letter  that  on  account  of 
illness  Uncle  B.  had  been  compelled  to  leave  Naushon.  I  hope  he 
is  better  &  will  thank  you  to  mention  in  your  next  how  he  is. 

To  Thomas  Winthrop  from  James  Bowdoin  Winthrop 

August  15  th.  1811 

I  was  very  glad  to  see  in  your  last  that  Uncle  Bowdoin’s  health 
was  so  much  improved  by  his  return  to  Boston.  I  hope  he  will  be 
able  to  remain  on  Naushon  till  October. 

Jas.  Bowdoin  Winthrop 
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Letters  Concerning  the  Death  of  James  Bowdoin 

The  accompanying  letters  were  written  by  my  grandmother, 
Elizabeth  Bowdoin  Temple  Winthrop,  who  afterward  married 
my  grandfather,  Benjamin  Tappan.  The  letters  are  addressed  to 
her  father,  Thomas  Lindall  Winthrop,  in  Boston  in  1811,  and  they 
tell  of  the  death  of  Mr.  Bowdoin  [October  11th],  1811,  on  the 
Island  of  Naushon  and  of  the  arrangements  for  his  funeral.  My 
grandmother,  then  24  years  old,  was  staying  with  her  great-uncle 
James  Bowdoin  and  his  wife.  She  often  made  them  long  visits. 
Mr.  Bowdoin  left  no  children  and  bequeathed  most  of  his  property 
to  three  (or  four)  nephews,  all  of  whom  had  to  take  the  name  of 
James  Bowdoin  in  addition  to  their  other  names. 

Augusta  T.  Tappan 

Miss  Elizabeth  B.  T.  Winthrop  to  Thomas  L.  Winthrop 

Naushon  Island 

My  dear  Father 

My  Aunt  has  desired  me  to  write  to  you  to  inform  you  of  the 
continued  illness  of  my  Uncle.  She  feels  extremely  anxious  about 
him  and  by  his  not  by  any  means  growing  better  she  fears  the  worst. 
She  feels  not  only  anxious  about  his  health,  but  also  from  being 
situated  in  such  a  way  as  to  have  no  one  near  her  capable  of  advising 
her  with  respect  to  her  conduct  in  case  of  his  being  taken  away 
suddenly.  She  wishes  that  you  would  think  of  it  and  make  up 
your  mind  as  to  what  will  be  the  most  proper  for  her  to  do  in  such 
an  event.  Her  wish  is  that  he  be  removed  to  Boston,  which  (as 
there  will  be  no  time  to  be  lost  after  his  decease)  she  wishes  you 
would  determine  upon  a  proper  mode  of  doing  and  also  engage  a 
proper  person  if  it  shd.  be  necessary  to  do  it,  as  it  will  not  be  in  her 
power  to  find  here  any  mode  of  conveyance.  His  extreme  weak 
state  makes  her  fear  that  he  cannot  continue  long  without  ex¬ 
periencing  some  change  either  for  the  better  or  worse,  and  she  has 
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but  too  much  reason  to  fear  the  latter.  She  desires  me  to  say  that 
she  wishes  you  wd.  not  speak  to  any  one  of  her  having  written  to 
you  upon  this  subject  except  Mr  Sullivan. 

It  is  indeed  a  melancholy  situation  to  be  in,  and  one  that  can 
hardly  be  conceived  of  in  its  extremity  unless  it  is  experienced. 

I  am  sorry  to  be  obliged  to  communicate  intelligence  which  I 
am  convinced  will  be  so  painful  both  to  yourself  and  my  mother. 
My  Aunt  had  desired  me  to  address  this  letter  to  her  but  I  feared 
that  it  might  overcome  her  more  than  hearing  it  from  you.  Until 
within  a  day  or  two  my  Aunt  has  kept  up  her  spirits  and  has  had 
strong  hopes  of  returning  with  my  Uncle  to  Boston,  but  he  has 
lately  declined  so  rapidly  that  she  seems  to  have  lost  them  all. 

Since  writing  the  above,  my  Uncle  is  so  much  worse  that  Aunt 
B.  has  determined  to  send  an  express  to  town  to  inform  you  and  his 
other  friends  of  it,  to  request  that  you  will  make  what  arrange¬ 
ments  you  may  think  necessary  in  town  and  that  Mr  Sullivan  may 
come  down  to  her  as  soon  as  possible ;  she  thinks  him  very  low  in¬ 
deed,  as  much  so  as  he  can  be  and  live,  she  says  she  does  not  know 
what  to  say  in  her  present  agitation  of  mind,  but  must  only  leave 
it  to  you  to  do  whatever  may  seem  necessary  and  proper  to  be  done. 

My  Aunt  wishes  that  you  wd.  represent  to  Dr  Jeffries  his 
situation,  and  if  he  thinks  he  can  in  any  way  be  serviceable  that 
he  wd,  accompany  Mr  Sullivan.  For  herself  she  fears  that  nothing 
that  cd.  now  be  done  wd.  be  of  any  service  to  him.  He  is  extremely 
weak,  takes  little  or  no  nourishment  and  his  breath  is  very  short. 

He  takes  notice  of  nothing  but  what  immediately  relates  to 
himself,  holds  no  conversation  even  with  Aunt  B.  and  can  bear  to 
hear  none.  Mr  Buckminster  mentioned  to  Sarah  he  wd.  come  here 
if  he  cd.  be  of  any  service,  Aunt  is  much  obliged  to  him  but  for  the 
reasons  above  mentioned  wd.  not  have  him  come  as  he  cd.  do  no 
good. 

My  Aunt  says  that  it  is  possible  that  my  Uncle  may  live  a  week 
or  ten  days,  but  that  she  fears  he  may  not  be  alive  many  hours.  I 
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must  beg  you  to  excuse  the  haste  in  which  this  is  written.  I  hope 
you  will  be  able  to  read  it.  My  kindest  love  to  my  Mother  also  to 
Augusta,  Aunt  is  well  and  desires  her’s. 

Your  Dutiful  and  Affectionate  Daughter 

Eliza 

October  11th 

Naushon  Island 
Oct.  11th 

half  past  10  o’clock 

My  dear  Father 

My  poor  Uncle  has  breathed  his  last  but  half  an  hour  ago,  he 
had  just  got  off  his  bed  and  the  exertion  I  presume  was  too  much 
for  him.  His  death  must  have  been  easy  and  was  almost  instan¬ 
taneous  he  died  without  a  groan.  The  letters  which  were  sent  by 
Louis  will  inform  you  of  my  Aunt’s  wishes  in  every  respect  that 
she  can  now  think  of.  She  depends  on  your  thinking  of  everything 
for  her  as  she  cannot  at  present  think  much  for  herself.  She  wishes 
you  to  think  of  palle  holders  etc.  Govr’s  Gerry  and  Gray,  Dr  Jef¬ 
fries,  the  president  of  Harvard  College,  President  Adams,  Mr 
Sears  as  a  neighbor  she  thinks  wd.  be  right  to  have. 

The  Mourning  she  will  depend  upon  my  Mother  and  Sarah  to 
purchase  and  attend  to.  Aunt  B.  intends  giving  mourning  to 
Sarah  and  her  husband  James  and  myself,  bombazeen  for  herself 
and  Sarah  a  black  silk  pelisse  covered  with  crape  for  herself  a 
mourning  bonnet  covered  with  crape  gloves  stockings  etc.  there  are 
three  women  for  which  there  must  be  Bombazette,  black  bonnets. 
My  mother  will  know  what  other  things  are  necessary  stockings, 
cotton  or  worsted  Clothes  for  three  men  Sam,  John  and  Jacob,  as 
David  only  came  for  the  summer  and  will  go  soon  after  our  return 
when  John  has  done  with  the  garden.  She  wishes  him  to  have 
stockings  gloves  and  a  black  hat,  as  he  has  already  black  clothes, 
if  he  has  not  got  trowsers  he  is  to  have  them,  also  a  suit  of  mourning 
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for  Mr  Buckminster.  I  must  beg  you  to  excuse  the  hurry  of  this 
as  I  feel  so  nervous  that  I  cannot  be  more  correct.  Aunt  B.  is  very 
much  afflicted  as  you  may  suppose,  and  hardly  knows  what  direc¬ 
tions  to  give  therefore  what  she  has  not  thought  of  she  wishes  you 
would  endeavor  to  think  for  her. 

...  I  have  written  just  as  Aunt  B.  has  directed  the  letter 
appears  almost  like  distraction  &  we  seem  to  be  at  present  but 
little  short  of  it.  I  hope  Mr  Sullivan  will  soon  be  here. 

Adieu  my  dr.  Father  I  wish  you  were  with  us  with  all  my  heart, 
my  love  to  my  dear  mother,  also  to  Augusta  and  the  children. 

Your  Dutiful  and  Affectionate  Daughter 

Eliza 

My  Aunt  wishes  that  you  wd.  send  some  conveyance  for  the 
body  of  my  Uncle  as  she  is  uncertain  of  being  able  to  find  one  here 
she  wishes  also  that  you  wd.  see  about  having  something  written 
for  the  paper  perhaps  Mr  Buckminster  might  like  to  do  it. 

.  .  .  Aunt  B.  desires  her  love  to  you  &  my  mother,  she  wishes 
that  the  mourning  may  be  the  same  as  what  was  got  for  my 
G’mother. 

On  October  11th,  1811,  the  Honorable  James  Bowdoin  died 
at  the  Mansion  House.  There  is  a  tradition  that  his  death  occurred 
in  the  northwest  bedroom  while  sitting  in  the  high  armchair. 
Nothing  need  be  added  to  these  letters  to  picture  the  distress  of 
the  household.  Within  a  few  hours  the  family  and  entire  staff 
hurried  to  Boston. 

A  state  almost  of  panic  seems  to  have  seized  his  household. 
Samuel  Robinson  in  his  recollections  says,  “I  lived  with  my  Father 
on  Nonamasset  when  the  Mansion  House  was  built;  it  must  have 
been  over  thirty  years  ago.  It  was  not  occupied  by  anybody  dur¬ 
ing  my  day  except  Governor  Bowdoin  and  his  family,  during 
their  summer  visits  to  the  Island.  The  Governor  died  in  that 
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House.  I  remember  it  well ;  everything  was  left  in  the  House  pre¬ 
cisely  in  the  situation  they  were  when  the  old  man  died,  his  wife 
and  family  immediately  leaving  it,  and  not  stopping  to  take  care 
of  a  single  tiling,  the  knives  and  forks  rusting  on  the  shelves,  the 
beds  and  bedding  dirty  and  in  great  confusion,  family  stores  and 
provisions  left  without  care;  the  house  remained  in  this  situation 
for  seven  or  eight  years  unmolested,  when  Joseph  Parker  of 
Woods  Hole  was  authorized  to  go  and  take  out  part  of  the  furni¬ 
ture,  such  as  beds,  bedding,  etc.  I  remember  very  well  going  with 
him  to  New  Bedford,  and  carrying  them  in  the  vessel  which  they 
used  to  call  the  Old  Maria  Packet .” 

In  the  only  letter  of  Thomas  Winthrop  referring  to  the  dis¬ 
posal  of  James  Bowdoin’s  property  he  shows  admirable  restraint. 

He  had  acted  as  his  uncle’s  agent  and  correspondent.  He  and 
his  wife  had  been  untiring  in  their  devotion  to  their  uncle  and  aunt 
and  had  named  for  him  their  son  James  Bowdoin  Winthrop.  At 
his  great-uncle’s  desire  James  dropped  his  own  surname  and 
signed  himself  James  Bowdoin.  It  is  true  that  the  Honorable 
James  left  his  personal  estate  to  his  great-nephew  Winthrop,  but 
to  Thomas  and  his  wife,  who  might  reasonably  have  had  “great 
expectations,”  he  left  “scarce  what  would  put  my  family  in 
mourning.” 

Thomas  L.  Winthrop  to  Joseph  Winthrop 

Boston,  Nov.  11,  1811 

Dear  Brother ; 

.  .  .  Lady  Temple  and  Mr  Bowdoin  died  at  the  age  of  59 
years.  The  former  was  born  in  the  year  1750  &  the  latter  in  1752. 
The  tenor  of  Mr  Bowdoin’s  will  is  matter  of  surprise  with  everyone 
who  has  any  knowledge  of  it.  He  gave  Beacon  St  house  and 
Naushon  Island  to  John  [James]  Temple  Bowdoin  for  life  &  in- 
taille  to  his  eldest  son  but  in  default  of  male  issue  to  Bowdoin  Col- 
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lege,  his  personal  estate  to  be  given  to  his  widow  and  to  my  son 
James,  some  Eastern  lands  to  Sir  Grenville  Temple,  Mrs  Palmer 
and  Mr  Winthrop  $100  in  cash.  This  sum  will  barely  put  my  fam¬ 
ily  in  mourning.  Mrs  Bowdoin  takes  possession  of  the  house  I 
occupy  in  the  Spring. 

Mrs  W.  unites  with  me  in  best  love  to  you  and  my  sister. 

Your  Aff.  Brother 

Thos.  L.  Winthrop 


1815 

To  Thomas  L.  Winthrop  from  His  Son,  James  Bowdoin 

Naushon 
May  17th.  1815 

Dear  Father ; 

William  and  myself  arrived  here  on  Sunday  after  a  pretty 
pleasant  journey.  Monday  as  we  are  in  pursuit  of  health  we  took 
our  guns  and  marched  nine  or  ten  miles  about  the  Island.  On 
Tuesday  we  went  out  to  fish  and  caught  a  considerable  number  of 
scup ;  the  sequel  tho.  not  quite  so  amusing  was  of  more  benifit  to 
us,  we  were  both  quite  seasick.  Today  we  do  not  go  out  either  for 
ye  purpose  of  fishing  or  gunning  as  it  storms  very  violently  from  ye 
S.  East;  we  amuse  ourselves  however  by  shelling  corn  with  the 
farmers,  and  reading,  now  and  then  killing  a  few  blackbirds  from 
the  window,  to  save  the  corn.  So  much  for  ourselves. 

You  seemed  desirous  that  we  should  look  about  the  Island  and 
see  how  it  had  been  and  is  conducted.  I  will  give  you  ye  result  of 
our  enquiries  tho  as  yet  they  have  been  limited. 

From  all  ye  accounts  I  can  get  Mr  Chadwick  has  been  living 
here  without  doing  but  very  little  work.  He  has  furnished  almost 
entirely  two  of  his  sisters’  families  on  ye  main  from  ye  Island 
stores  and  kept  those  who  lived  here  on  Pea-Coffee,  without  sugar 
very  frequently.  He  has  had  sometimes  fifteen  or  sixteen  persons 
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here  (including  a  grand  howler)  for  several  days  together  without 
charging  them  anything  for  their  board.  These  people  have  been 
preaching  and  praying  and  eating  &  drinking  day  and  night  ^‘Un¬ 
cle  Bisha”  says  that  he  could  not  sleep  at  all,  &  all  that  he  could 
hear  for  four  or  five  days  and  nights  was  “Glory  to  God”  echoed 
from  one  mouth  (when  not  otherwise  occupied)  to  another.  He 
did  but  little  work  alleging  for  a  reason  that  Mr  Bullard  did  not 
work  and  therefore  he  would  not.  He  was  exceedingly  fond  of 
spirit  as  well  as  his  wife.  “Uncle  Bisha”  says  it  kept  one  person 
continually  employed  to  furnish  grog  from  Withingtons*;  He 
says  likewise  that  Mrs  C.  would  drink  as  much  as  her  husband 
(two  or  three  gallons  a  week).  He  says  that  when  C.  was  going 
to  his  sisters  he  would  take  several  baskets  of  things,  and  that  he 
(Bisha)  has  opened  them  to  see  what  was  in  them  &  found  beef, 
pork,  etc. 

Nonemesset  is  like  to  remain  without  a  tenant.  Louis  thinks 
that  Grinnell  will  hardly  think  of  coming  even  at  sixty-five  dollars, 
the  former  rent  he  knows  was  only  sixty-two.  Will  you  be  good 
enough  to  write  me  if  I  understand  you  to  hire  a  man  to  come  and 
take  care  of  ye  salt  works  if  Grinnell  would  not  come.  I  fear  it  will 
be  impossible  to  do  anything  with  Uncle  Paul,  he  is  in  his  dotage 
and  disagrees  with  any  one  who  comes  near  him,  he  thinks  he  cannot 
be  removed  from  the  Island.  I  doubt  therefore  if  he  will  let  any  one 
board  with  him.  Onkey  Tonkey  salt  works  look  pretty  well  tho 
they  have  not  made  much  salt  yet. 

This  Island  looks  well  with  the  exception  of  the  carcasses  of 
dead  sheep  which  assail  not  only  your  eyes  but  nose  every  rod  you 
walk.  I  fear  one  half  of  ye  sheep  are  dead.  Louis  t  is  very  active 
and  intelligent.  He  seems  to  exert  himself  for  ye  good  of  ye  Island. 
Both  Miss  Weeks  and  Uncle  Bisha  say  that  all  that  made  Chad- 

*Withington  apparently  was  a  tavern  keeper  on  the  island  at  this  time  — 
possibly  at  Uncatena. 

f  The  French  boy,  Louis  Calot. 
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wick  dislike  him  was  his  exerting  himself  to  save  everything  he 
could.  That  he  is  as  much  interested  in  ye  good  of  ye  Island  as 
the  owner  could  be.  His  great  fault  however  is  that  he  thinks  too 
much  of  wages.  Miss  Weeks  keeps  ye  house  in  as  nice  order  as 
it  can  possibly  be.  She  has  not  begun  to  make  any  cheese  yet. 
Louis  desires  me  to  say  that  he  wrote  you  about  ye  price  of  cattle 
at  Sandwich,  so  that  you  ought  to  have  received  the  letter  on 
Wednesday  last.  That  the  cattle  were  cheaper  now  and  would 
remain  so  for  a  week,  that  they  have  been  so  for  a  length  of  time  as 
it  is  now  between  hay  and  grain,  and  they  cannot  feed  them.  He 
is  therefore  desirous  of  purchasing  immediately.  We  live  here  on 
salted  food,  salt  pork  and  beef  and  such  fish  as  we  can  catch.  Milk 
we  have  in  abundance  which  with  cheese  and  brown  bread  now 
forms  our  breakfast  and  suppers. 

Jas.  Bowdoin 

Dear  Father, 

I  had  like  to  have  forgotten  a  most  important  fact,  Wms.  and 
my  own  expenses  in  coming  here  amounted  to  more  than  17  Shil¬ 
lings  without  one  unnecessary  charge.  Will  you  be  kind  enough 
therefore  to  send  us  money  sufft.  to  pay  for  our  return.  I  appre¬ 
hend  that  I  shall  find  use  for  ye  five  dollars  of  my  own,  as  I  thought 
to  give  some  change  to  Bisha  and  others. 

Believe  me  again  your  dutiful  son, 

Jas.  Bowdoin 

James  Temple  Bowdoin  to  Thomas  L.  Winthrop 

Rome 
May  7  1815 

My  dear  Sir — 

The  extreme  uncertainty  of  communications  has  for  a  great 
length  of  time  prevented  your  hearing  from  me  and  to  this  also  I 
attribute  my  not  having  been  favored  with  any  of  your  letters.  .  .  . 
I  hope  however  now  that  our  country  has  attained  an  honorable 
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and  I  trust  permanent  peace,  our  communications  will  become 
more  frequent.  ...  I  wrote  my  Aunt  by  way  of  France,  about  5 
weeks  since  apprising  her  that  Mary  on  the  17th.  of  March  pre¬ 
sented  me  with  a  chubby  little  son,  who  was  baptized  by  the  name 
of  James  on  the  24th.  .  .  . 

As  soon  after  you  receive  this  as  convenient  I  wish  you  would 
favor  me  with  my  account  for  the  two  last  years,  that  is  from  July 
1813.  I  wish  also  for  a  particular  letter  concerning  my  property 
in  general  as  what  changes  may  have  taken  place  since  my  depar¬ 
ture.  Whether  and  to  what  extent  the  Island  may  have  suffered 
from  the  enemy,  as  well  as  your  advice  as  to  its  future  improve¬ 
ment.  .  .  .  Our  resolution  is  more  than  ever  fixed  to  return  to 
America,  and  I  hope  and  trust  in  two  years  we  shall  once  more  be 
amongst  you.  .  .  . 

Truly  &  Sincerely 

James  Temple  Bowdoin 

P.S. 

While  writing  this  I  reed  a  letter  from  Mr  D.  stating  his  having 
reed  a  bill  of  Ex.  for  £600  for  stock  taken  from  the  Island,  but 
without  any  letter  from  yourself,  in  your  answer  to  this  you  will 
probably  give  an  account  of  the  transactions,  any  plunder  that 
may  have  been  committed  or  any  stock  etc.  not  properly  paid  for  I 
wish  you  would  have  drawn  up  &  attested  &  forwarded  to  Mr  D. 
signed  by  yourself  as  my  agent  during  my  absence. 

1825 

The  Columbian  Centinel 

Aug.  6  1825 

(The  following  article  originally  appeared  in  the  Barnstable 
Gazette.  We  copy  it  as  containing  a  lively  description  of  one  of 
the  fair  Isles  of  Massachusetts,  and  affording  some  facts  which 
may  make  the  multitude  of  our  fellow  citizens  who  are  continually 
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traveling  in  search  of  health,  pleasure  and  new  scenery,  acquainted 
with  a  place  where  they  can  find  them.  Formerly  jaunts  to  the 
Elizabeth  Islands  were  very  common ;  but  of  late  years  they  have 
been  discontinued.  We  have  annexed  a  note  which  justice  requires 
us  to  add.) 


Naushawn  Island 

We  first  visited  the  farm  house,  where  agriculture  is  carried  on 
upon  a  large  scale.  Horses,  cattle,  and  sheep,  butter  and  cheese 
shew  almost  prodigality  of  produce,  and  the  milk  and  cheese  rooms 
besides  their  neatness  of  arrangement,  present  the  appearance  of 
store  houses  for  their  several  articles ;  milk  set  for  cream  in  meas¬ 
ures  containing  a  half  hogshead  each,  cheeses  of  the  size  of  a  Dear¬ 
born  waggon  wheel,  and  churnes  like  a  brewers  vat,  all  proclaim 
an  extensive  farm  under  an  excellent  state  of  cultivation.  Here 
also  are  to  be  seen  many  improvements  in  domestic  concerns,  such 
as  patent  churns,  cheese  presses  etc.  whereby  a  saving  of  labor  is 
obtained,  the  whole  shows  neatness  order  and  plenty.  The  Island 
is  extremely  well  wooded,  a  great  number  of  men  being  now  em¬ 
ployed  cutting  timber  from  it,  about  thirty  horses  are  annually 
raised  for  market  from  the  farm,  and  a  vast  number  of  sheep  find 
rich  pasture  in  its  forests  and  upon  its  waste  land. 

But  the  greatest  curiosity  is  the  Mansion  House.  The  polite¬ 
ness  of  the  gentleman  who  superintends  the  farm  gave  us  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  going  over  it. 

It  is  situated  on  a  rising  ground  commanding  a  fine  water  and 
land  prospect,  the  white  sails  of  shipping,  the  mainland  in  the  dis¬ 
tance,  the  farm  house  with  its  snug  appearance  of  contentment, 
and  the  little  coves  and  bays  which  glimmer  through  the  foliage 
of  the  trees,  give  an  air  of  romance  to  the  whole,  which  is  pleasing 
to  the  eye. 
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The  interior  of  the  building  is  finished  and  furnished  in  an 
elegant  manner,  and  seems  but  lately  deserted.  On  our  entrance 
the  first  things  that  met  our  eye  were  the  conveniences  of  a  well  fur¬ 
nished  kitchen,  with  plates  etc.  arranged  in  prim  order  along  the 
shelves,  and  everything  to  the  most  minute  article  in  readiness  for 
the  entrance  of  a  family. 

The  drawing  and  sitting  rooms  appeared  as  though  in  a  state 
of  preparation  for  receiving  company,  and  the  library  was  well 
filled  with  books.  In  looking  over  them  it  is  true  that  no  production 
of  a  later  date  than  20  years  was  to  be  found  to  the  utter  exclusion 
of  Scott  and  Byron,  a  leaf  in  a  work  upon  chemistry  turned  down 
by  the  deceased  owner,  and  which  he  laid  aside  to  open  the  pages  of 
a  future  world,  showed  the  bent  of  his  genius.  The  furniture  was 
not  altogether  in  the  modern  style  but  was  rich  and  expensive.  On 
the  table  was  a  pen  and  inkstand,  and  a  part  of  a  sheet  of  paper 
on  which  was  written  some  story  in  the  French  language,  which 
was  torn  transversely  to  the  reading,  and  which  with  permission 
we  stowed  safely  into  our  pockets  to  spell  out  with  the  assistance 
of  a  French  Grammar  and  Dictionary  at  another  season. 

It  was  said  to  have  been  left  there  by  some  young  ladies  who 
had  spent  a  few  weeks  at  the  romantic  retreat.  We  since  have  had 
a  great  desire  to  obtain  the  other  half  of  this  paper,  as  the  sentiment 
contained  in  it  was  as  far  as  legible  interesting. 

The  cellar  is  stocked  with  the  choicest  wines  and  other  liquors, 
which  have  remained  untouched  since  the  owner’s  decease.  The  rea¬ 
son  why  this  seat  has  remained  unoccupied  so  long  ( as  we  under¬ 
stand  it)  is  from  some  peculiarity  in  the  devise  by  will,  which  de¬ 
cided  that  everything  should  remain  in  the  same  state  until,  or 
unless  some  particular  contingency  should  occur;  it  is  also  said 
that  the  testator  entertained  a  belief  that  at  some  future  period  he 
should  return  from  the  mansions  of  the  dead  and  be  reinstated  in 
his  former  situation  as  master  of  the  domain,  and  therefore  wished 
it  to  be  kept  in  due  order  for  the  event.  Be  this  as  it  may,  it  is  kept 
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furnished  and  in  repair,  everything  being  as  neat  as  possible  in  the 
same  state  as  it  was  at  the  time  of  his  decease.* 

A  few  years  since  the  mansion  was  struck  by  lightning,  which 
ran  upon  the  bell  wires,  and  on  these  it  passed  over  the  whole  house, 
melting  the  wire  and  blacking  the  wall  in  a  fanciful  manner  in  its 
course.  It  also  caught  the  curtain  of  one  of  the  beds,  which  were 
consumed,  and  the  fire  went  out  of  itself  without  having  been  dis¬ 
covered  at  the  time,  but  afterwards  was  visible  by  its  effects. 

A  large  thermometer  and  clock,  which  takes  no  note  of  time,  are 
to  be  seen,  together  with  all  the  paraphanalia  of  domestic  comfort. 

At  the  opposite  end  of  the  Island,  there  is  a  large  and  con¬ 
venient  hotel,  situated  at  the  head  of  Tarpaulin  Cove,  for  the  acco- 
madation  of  the  shipping,  which  resort  thither  in  their  passages 
through  the  Sound,  near  which  towers  that  watch  light  for  mari¬ 
ners,  a  light  house. 

Taking  the  whole  Island  collectively,  there  could  be  no  better 
situation  for  one  who  wished  to  turn  his  back  upon  the  world,  and 
to  devote  his  time  to  study,  contemplation  and  uninterrupted  ease. 
The  poet  would  find  subject  for  the  Muse,  the  student  ample  room 
for  the  pursuit  of  learning,  and  the  lover  of  romance  a  fine  range 
for  dreamy  reverie.  A  cottage  with  “maiden  fair”  to  grace  it  in 
the  undisturbed  recesses  of  its  forests,  a  library  to  beguile  a  winter’s 
evening,  and  a  heart  un wrung  by  the  ravages  of  disappointed  hope, 
for  a  constant  companion,  could  make  the  spot  an  Eden.  One 
might  draw  his  mantle  around  him  here,  and  fit  himself  for  earth  or 
heaven,  there  is  a  witching  about  the  whole,  which  entices  one  to 
linger  around  it,  and  to  indulge  in  melancholy  feelings  when  he 
deserts  it. 

One  of  our  company,  a  votary  of  fun,  was  grave  when  here, 
another  desirous  of  protracting  our  stay  to  the  last  possible  mo¬ 
ment  and  a  third  clothed  his  sentiments  in  poetry. 

The  traveler  who  wishes  to  pass  an  idle  hour,  cannot  do  better 

*  Paragraph  referred  to  in  note  on  following  page. 
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than  to  spend  a  day  in  this  excursion,  which  we  have  enjoyed  so 
much  to  our  satisfaction.  Every  step  presents  new  and  beautiful 
prospects,  and  our  thoughts  as  they  follow  each  other  in  their  un¬ 
marshaled  sway  carry  us  beyond  the  petty  interests  of  a  world 
spent  day,  and  the  beholder  realizes  all  the  certainty  of  quiet  and 
repose,  as  evidenced  by  fact,  with  all  the  foreign  luxuries  available 
from  the  assistance  of  fancy.  The  mind  ranges  with  the  same  free¬ 
dom  enjoyed  by  the  unpersecuted  deer  of  this  Isle,  and  past  pleas¬ 
ant  remenicences,  and  future  bright  anticipations  are  unalloyed 
by  a  remembrance  of  present  painful  circumstances. 

Naushawn  will  soon  become  a  place  of  great  resort  for  those 
in  pursuit  of  novelty. 

(Note:  We  must  consider  this  paragraph  as  a  mere  “flourish 
of  the  pen.”  The  owner  of  the  Mansion  House  alluded  to  was  the 
Honorable  James  Bowdoin  of  this  city,  and  son  of  one  of  the  Gov¬ 
ernors  of  this  Commonwealth. 

A  gentleman  of  education,  a  scholar,  a  traveler  and  a  Chris¬ 
tian  philosopher,  and  one  whose  public  discourses,  writings  and 
conversation  afforded  ample  proof  that  he  was  one  of  the  last  men 
in  the  world  who  could  be  supposed  to  entertain  the  absurd  belief 
which  he  was  understood  to  have  held  by  the  writer  of  this  article. 

We  might  add  that  Mr.  Bowdoin  was  frequently  elected  to 
distinguished  offices  by  his  fellow  colleagues,  and  had  represented 
the  United  States  at  one  of  the  European  Courts.  We  also  well 
know  the  gentleman  who  now  has  the  superintendence  of  the  island 
(General  Salem  Towne)  and  can  readily  exonerate  him  from  any 
participation  in  the  circulation  of  the  absurdity.) 

The  actual  period  of  Bowdoin  control  and  interest,  apart  from 
a  purely  financial  interest,  ended  in  1811. 

The  status  of  Naushon  after  the  death  of  the  Honorable  James 
Bowdoin  was  to  some  extent  in  suspense.  For  years  the  property 
was  in  the  custody  of  the  Court.  His  executors,  Thomas  L.  Win- 
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throp  and  Richard  Sullivan,  were  made  trustees  in  behalf  of  the 
heir,  James  Temple  Bowdoin,  resident  abroad. 

From  1811  to  1843  the  affairs  of  the  island  were  administered 
by  Messrs.  Winthrop  and  Sullivan  and  it  was  under  their  direc¬ 
tion  that  the  wholesale  woodcutting  operations  were  carried  on  by 
General  Salem  Towne. 

About  1833  they  appointed  William  W.  Swain  to  be  agent  in 
charge  of  Naushon.  At  once  a  change  took  place  upon  the  island. 
The  Mansion  House,  for  twenty  years  vacant,  was  now  occu¬ 
pied  for  some  weeks  each  summer.  Governor  Swain  and  his 
family  felt  an  increasing  interest  in  the  island. 

In  1842  the  English  heir,  James  Temple  Bowdoin,  died.  The 
Trustees  of  Bowdoin  College  claimed  the  property  and  brought 
suit  against  the  heirs. 

At  this  time  John  M.  Forbes  and  William  W.  Swain,  his 
uncle  by  marriage,  arranged  to  buy  the  N aushon  property.  Gov¬ 
ernor  Swain  had  become  greatly  attached  to  the  island,  and  his 
niece’s  husband  frequently  stayed  with  him  and  enjoyed  the  hos¬ 
pitality  of  the  Mansion  House.  With  their  joint  ownership 
dawned  a  new  era  on  Naushon. 


Decoration  in  Account  Book  of  James  Bowdoin.  Probably  Drawn  by  Him 


Chapter  IX 

MISCELLANEOUS  FACTS 

T,„.  loose  threads  gathered  into  this  final  chapter  consist  of  data 
concerning  houses  and  people,  miscellaneous  notes,  genealogies 
and  statistics;  in  fact,  all  the  scattered  bits  of  information  which 
seem  to  fit  nowhere  else. 

To  begin  with  is  given  a  description  of  Naushon  as  it  was  in 
1815  written,  possibly,  by  Thomas  L.  Winthrop. 


Description  of  the  Elizabeth  Islands  in  1815 

“The  Elizabeth  Islands  are  separated  from  Martha’s  Vine¬ 
yard  by  the  Sound:  from  the  county  of  Bristol,  by  Buzzards 
Bay;  and  from  Falmouth,  by  a  strait,  called  Woods’  Hole.  Ves¬ 
sels  bound  from  Nantucket  to  New-Bedford  go  through  this 
strait,  where  the  current  is  rapid,  and  the  navigation  difficult.  In 
Buzzards  Bay  the  navigation  is  also  difficult,  as  it  contains  many 
rocks  and  shoals.  The  depth  of  water  in  this  bay  is  from  six  to 
twelve  fathoms. 

“Beginning  north-east,  the  first  island  is  Nanamesset.  It  is  a 
mile  and  a  quarter  long,  and  a  half  a  mile  broad,  and  contains 
three  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  fifty  acres  of  which  are  wood  land; 
the  soil  is  as  good  as  that  of  Nashaun.  This  Island  constitutes  one 
farm,  which  is  sufficient  to  keep  twenty  cows  and  a  hundred  sheep. 
There  is  on  it  one  dwelling-house,  containing  two  families;  and 
about  nine  hundred  feet  of  salt  works  built  in  the  year  1805.  In 
the  southern  and  western  part  of  the  island  there  is  a  high  hill, 
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called  Mount  Sod,  the  base  of  which  on  the  shore  is  stone,  inter¬ 
sected  with  veins  of  clay. 

“The  next  island,  Onkatomka,  or  Unkateme,  has  no  dwelling 
house  on  it,  is  three-quarters  of  a  mile  in  length,  and  half  a  mile  in 
breadth,  and  contains  ninety-one  acres.  It  is  separated  from  the 
island  of  Nanamesset  on  the  south-east  by  a  harbour,  called  the 
Hadley’s,  which  affords  good  anchorage  for  vessels  drawing  not 
more  than  twelve  feet  of  water.  On  the  south-south-east  it  is  sepa¬ 
rated  from  Nanamesset  by  a  gut,  which  affords  twelve  feet  of 
water,  except  at  the  southward,  where  there  are  shoals  that  extend 
about  fifteen  rods  from  the  Ram  Islands.  On  the  south-west  it  is 
separated  from  Nashaun  by  a  shoal,  which  is  almost  dry  at  low 
water,  but  which  at  high  tide  is  navigable  for  boats,  through  the 
gut,  into  Buzzards  Bay. 

“Between  Nanamesset  and  Nashaun,  toward  the  Sound,  there 
are  two  small  islands,  called  Ram  Islands ;  they  divide  the  gut  into 
three  branches,  which,  on  the  south,  communicate  with  the  Sound, 
and  are  navigable  for  boats,  except  at  low  water. 

“South-west  from  Nanamesset,  and  divided  from  it  by  the 
gut,  is  Nashaun.  There  is  a  small  harbour  under  it,  at  its  north¬ 
east  end,  communicating  with  Onkatomka  gut,  and  affording 
good  anchorage  for  vessels  drawing  not  more  than  twelve  feet  of 
water,  which  may  be  brought  within  twenty  feet  of  a  wharf,  built 
in  the  year  1803.  This  island  is  seven  and  a  half  miles  long,  and  a 
mile  and  a  quarter  broad,  and  contains  five  thousand  five  hundred 
and  sixty  acres.  There  are  on  it  four  farms,  four  dwelling-houses, 
at  which  are  milked  from  forty  to  fifty  cows.  The  soil  in  the  eastern 
part  is  a  sandy  loam  and  good ;  in  the  western  part  it  is  light  and 
not  so  good.  The  principal  part  of  the  mowing  land  is  at  the 
east  end ;  but  bodies  of  salt  marsh  lie  on  the  southerly  side  of  the 
island.  Nashaun  is  well  wooded:  the  other  Elizabeth  Islands, 
except  Nanamesset,  have  no  wood.  About  three-fifths  of  the  trees 
are  beach :  the  remainder  of  the  wood  is  white  and  black  oak,  hickory 
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and  a  little  pine.  About  one-half  of  the  island  is  in  wood  and 
swamps ;  and  in  the  swamps  grows  white  cedar.  Some  fire  wood  is 
sold,  and  transported  from  the  island.  Very  little  ship  timber 
remains,  not  more  than  three  hundred  tons ;  but  it  is  of  a  superior 
quality.  Tarpawling  Cove,  about  the  middle  of  the  island,  and 
opening  to  the  south-east  into  Vineyard  Sound,  affords  good 
anchorage  in  a  clayey  bottom.  Small  vessels  can  approach  the 
shore  at  the  distance  of  twenty  rods,  where  there  are  from  two 
fathoms  to  two  and  a  quarter:  at  thirty  rods  distance  there  are 
three  fathoms;  and  the  water  gradually  deepens  into  the  Sound. 
This  Cove  is  sheltered  from  all  winds,  except  those  which  blow 
from  E.S.E.  to  S.  It  is  expected,  that  on  its  southerly  side  a  light 
house  will  be  erected  by  the  government  of  the  United  States. 
On  the  other  side  of  the  island  is  a  small  cove,  called  Kittle  Cove, 
which  opens  to  the  north-west  into  Buzzards  Bay.  These  islands 
are  the  property  of  James  Bowdoin,  Esq.,  whose  stock  on  them 
consists  generally  in  summer  of  about  a  hundred  and  twenty  head 
of  horned  cattle,  sixteen  hundred  sheep,  seven  hundred  lambs  and 
twenty  horses ;  and  in  winter,  of  a  hundred  head  of  horned  cattle, 
seventeen  hundred  sheep  and  twenty  horses.  About  a  thousand 
acres  at  the  west  end  of  Nashaun  are  set  off  into  three  farms,  on 
which  are  generally  kept  three  hundred  sheep,  forty  head  of  horned 
cattle  and  ten  horses,  exclusive  of  the  above-mentioned  stock.  The 
milk  obtained  from  the  cows  is  for  the  most  part  converted  into 
cheese,  which  has  a  high  reputation.  On  Nashaun  there  are  about 
three  or  four  hundred  deers ;  seventy  were  killed  the  last  autumn. 

“The  Elizabeth  Islands  are  stony.  Stones  lie  on  the  upland, 
and  along  the  beaches,  as  in  the  opposite  beaches  of  Chilmark ;  but 
the  shores  are  not  iron  bound,  like  those  of  Marblehead.  There  is 
here  and  there  a  sandy  beach,  particularly  at  Tarpawling  Cove. 
Cows  are  kept  on  all  the  islands ;  but  they  are  most  noted  for  their 
sheep,  which  are  larger,  better  fed,  more  effectually  sheltered,  and 
which  have  finer  and  more  abundant  fleeces,  than  those  which  are 
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on  Martha’s  Vineyard.  One  with  another,  a  sheep  yields  two 
pounds  of  wool  annually.  The  wool,  except  a  small  quantity  which 
is  manufactured  by  the  inhabitants,  is  sold,  and  carried  principally 
into  Connecticut.  The  fishes  are  the  same  as  those  of  the  vicinity ; 
but  the  lobsters,  which  are  scarce  at  Martha’s  Vineyard,  are  caught 
in  great  abundance  at  all  the  Elizabeth  Islands.  Though  these  is¬ 
lands  pay  more  than  one-third  of  the  tax  of  Chilmark,  yet  in  pro¬ 
portion  to  their  extent,  they  are  thinly  peopled.  They  have  no 
grist  mill,  no  school,  and  no  church;  but  such  are  their  natural 
advantages,  and  so  easily  can  the  means  of  subsistence  be  obtained, 
that  they  are  capable  of  supporting  a  much  larger  number  of 
inhabitants.  At  Tarpawling  Cove,  in  particular,  if  lots  of  land 
were  sold  to  industrious  and  enterprising  settlers,  a  village  might 
without  difficulty  be  raised  up ;  and  it  would  probably  soon  rival 
the  villages  of  Holmes’  Hole  and  Edgartown. 

“Fish.  Tataug,  swappog  eels  are  the  most  common  fish  near 
the  shores,  and  alewives  in  the  season  in  the  greatest  abundance. 
The  Quohaug  and  lesser  clam  are  found  here  without  the  harbour, 
also  lobsters  in  abundance.  The  bay  affords  a  great  variety  of  fish, 
particularly  bass,  which  are  caught  in  nets  of  great  weight  and 
size,  —  but  not  the  codfish  nearer  than  Gay  Head.  Ducks  are  in 
abundance  in  the  fall  and  winter,  particularly  at  the  west  of  Na- 
shaun.  As  many  as  eight  or  ten  fishing  smacks  for  the  New- York 
market  have  often  been  seen  within  the  waters  of  these  islands  — 
and  there  is  no  doubt  an  extensive  and  profitable  fishery  might 
be  introduced. 

“Tarpawling  Cove  is  decidedly  the  best,  indeed  it  is  almost  the 
only  harbour  accessible  in  bad  weather  on  this  coast ;  and  during 
the  last  war  the  British  squadron  constantly  resorted  there. 

“Air.  Something  must  be  said  under  this  head,  because  of  its 
humidity  in  the  summer  season  occasioned  by  the  salt  water  fogs, 
arising  from  the  bay  with  a  south  and  south-west  wind  mitigating 
the  heats  and  giving  coolness  to  the  summer  nights.  In  the  month 
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of  July,  1811,  there  were  five  days  of  extreme  heat  from  the  sec¬ 
ond  to  the  sixth;  it  was  at  Cambridge  on  the  sixth  103°,  at  Plym¬ 
outh  96°,  at  Boston  101°,  while  at  Nashaun  Island  the  ther¬ 
mometer,  as  noticed  by  the  late  Mr  Bowdoin  at  his  seat  there,  stood 
at  88°,  at  3  o’clock  p.m.  and  but  for  a  few  moments  so  high;  per¬ 
haps  therefore  it  is  the  coolest  and  most  grateful  situation  in  the 
hot  months  of  any  part  of  New  England.  This  remark  for  obvious 
reasons  would  not  apply  to  any  place  on  the  mainland.  Insular 
situations  are  probably  most  favorable  to  the  health,  as  well  as 
propagation  of  sheep.” 

Brief  Accounts  of  Naushon  Tenants 

Anthony  Blaney,  or  Antonio  as  he  was  sometimes  called,  is  the 
first  tenant  named  by  Wait  Winthrop.  In  1684  he  was  at  Tar¬ 
paulin  Cove.  For  fifteen  years  and  perhaps  many  more  he  lived 
there.  He  may  have  first  come  to  Naushon  as  a  tenant  of  May- 
hew,  but  as  he  is  mentioned  as  a  baker  of  Boston  and  spoken  of 
by  Winthrop  as  a  “shufeling  fellow,”  it  is  more  likely  that  he 
came  to  the  island  in  Winthrop’s  employ.  It  is  remarkable  that 
of  all  the  farmers  who  lived  on  Naushon  for  two  hundred  and  fifty 
years  the  first,  Blaney,  is  the  only  one  whose  name  has  been  per¬ 
petuated  upon  the  island,  at  Blaney’s  Pond. 

William  Weeks  was  one  of  the  shareholders  of  the  first  divi¬ 
sion  of  land  in  Edgartown  in  1653,  and  it  was  he  and  his  son 
William  who  were  wrecked  on  Pasque  in  1667  and  complained 
to  the  New  York  authorities  of  the  seizure  of  their  sloop  by  the 
Indians.  William  was  a  mariner  and  carried  on  a  trading  business 
between  the  Vineyard  and  Rhode  Island.  His  two  sons,  Wil¬ 
liam  and  John,  took  up  land  in  Falmouth  and  settled  there. 
John  came  to  Naushon  in  1699,  and  while  he  is  spoken  of  as  a 
missionary  to  the  Indians  he  was  living  at  the  F arm  as  the  tenant 
farmer.  His  religious  activities  which  brought  him  in  a  salary  of 
ten  pounds  a  year,  paid  by  the  Society  for  the  Propagation  of 
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the  Gospel,  were  probably  subordinate  to  his  business  of  farming. 
He  was  succeeded  by  his  sons,  William,  Shubael,  and  Ebenezer; 
his  daughters  married  Robinsons  and  other  men  of  island  families 
and  the  name  of  Weeks  continued  on  Naushon  until  1815. 

All  that  is  known  of  Caleb  Ray  has  been  told  in  earlier  chap¬ 
ters.  He  lived  at  Tarpaulin  from  1699  to  1704  and  seems  to  have 
been  something  of  a  stormy  petrel. 

The  Fuller  Family 

Joseph  Fuller  m.  Martha  Hathaway  (1717  in  Falmouth) 

Thomas  Fuller 

It  is  known  that  Joseph  and  his  son  Thomas  lived  at  Tarpaulin 
Cove  from  1699  to  1729.  Whether  Noah  Fuller,  who  served 
in  Nye’s  company,  or  Nathan,  who  served  with  Captain  Grannis 
and  received  an  honorary  badge  for  long  and  faithful  service  in 
the  Revolution,  were  any  connection  of  Joseph  is  not  known. 
N athan  is  listed  as  of  Barnstable. 

The  Ere  mark  of  Joseph  fuler  that  he  gives  his  Creturs  is  a 
crop  of  Ech  Ere  and  a  slit  in  Ech  Ere  and  a  happeny  under  sid 
of  Ech  Ere. 

The  Robinson  Family 

The  Robinsons  take  first  place  among  Naushon  inhabitants 
both  as  to  length  of  stay  and  numbers.  The  first  mention  of  a 
Robinson  at  the  island  is  of  Isaac,  who  occupied  the  farm  in  1729. 
Robinson’s  Hole  was  named  long  before  this  and  without  doubt 
Robinsons  lived  at  the  West  End  in  the  17th  Century.  Zephaniah 
lived  at  the  farm  (or  Nonamesset)  from  1750  until  1800  and  Wil¬ 
liam  occupied  the  West  End  or  Hollow  Farm  in  1740  or  a  little 
later.  When  the  Nonamesset  house  was  built,  Paul  moved  there 
from  Wawquoit,  with  his  wife  and  small  son  and  daughter,  Samuel 
and  Polly.  Here  he  lived  for  the  rest  of  his  life  and  became  in 
his  old  age  a  somewhat  crotchety  old  man.  During  the  Revolu- 
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tion  this  branch  of  the  Robinson  family  left  no  notable  record  of 
military  service.  The  only  two  listed  are  Samuel  who  served  in 
Captain  Elisha  Nye’s  company  at  the  Cove  from  September  first 
to  November  21,  1776,  and  Shadrach  who  entered  Captain  Gran- 
nis’  company  for  fourteen  days.  This  may  be  explained  by  the  fact 
that  Paul  and  very  likely  others  of  the  family  were  Quakers. 

Mehitable  Robinson  married  Elisha  Nye  while  he  was  sta¬ 
tioned  here  in  1776  in  command  of  the  company;  after  the  war 
he  returned  to  the  Cove  and  here  some  of  his  children  doubtless 
grew  up.  A  second  Isaac  married  Mary  Robinson,  sister  of  Paul, 
and  in  1767  they  moved  to  the  Dairy  Farm.  Here  they  lived  for 
many  years  and  here  six  children  were  born  and  died.  The  date  of 
their  leaving  is  uncertain,  possibly  about  1790.  By  this  time  a 
second  or  third  generation  of  the  family  was  spreading  out  upon 
the  island.  Zephaniah’s  big  family,  among  whom  may  have  been 
Shadrach,  Zephaniah,  Thomas,  Cornelius,  Isaac  and  Stephen  and 
the  half  brothers  Seth  and  Paul  (not  the  Paul  of  Nonamesset), 
were  looking  for  farms.  Most  of  them  lived  at  the  West  End,  but 
Paul  and  Zephaniah  stuck  to  Nonamesset  and  Seth  moved  into 
the  Uncatena  house  as  soon  as  it  was  built,  about  1805.  Still  an¬ 
other  generation  was  taking  its  place  in  1810:  Samuel,  son  of 
Paul,  lived  at  the  Farm  or  Nonamesset;  John,  son  of  Shadrach, 
and  later  Elisha,  son  of  Isaac,  were  at  the  Cove ;  and  Irving  and 
Cornelius,  sons  of  Cornelius,  at  the  West  End. 

The  fortunes  of  the  daughters  have  not  been  closely  followed. 
Jedidah  (daughter  of  Shadrach)  married  David  Tilton,  one  of 
the  large  family  of  Tiltons  of  Martha’s  Vineyard,  and  they  started 
housekeeping  about  1806  at  one  of  the  West  End  farms. 

The  last  of  the  family  recorded  as  living  here  were  Irving, 
Cornelius  and  Elisha,  who  were  on  Naushon  as  late  as  1840.  No 
actual  description  or  picture  of  any  of  this  host  of  Robinsons  has 
been  discovered. 

William  Robinson,  who  lived  at  the  West  End  and  Tarpaulin 
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about  1900,  came  from  the  South  and  was  either  no  relation  or  so 
distant  a  connection  of  this  family  that  he  cannot  be  considered  a 
successor  of  the  former  dynasty. 

A  few  additional  notes  have  been  preserved  concerning  the 
Robinson  family  and  its  connection  with  the  island : 

Account  by  Franklin  L.  Gifford 

“My  grandfather’s  mother’s  father  was  Isaac  Robinson  who 
married  Mary  Robinson  sister  of  Paul  Robinson  who  lived  on 
Nonamesset  Island  about  1740.  Isaac  Robinson  was  a  farmer  and 
lived  for  many  years  in  the  Dairy  House  on  Naushon  Island  in 
charge  of  the  farming  operations  there.  While  residing  there  he 
lost  six  young  children  who  were  interred  in  the  burying  ground 
selected  for  that  purpose  on  Naushon.  He  lived  to  be  about  70 
years  old  and  his  wife  about  80.  They  both  died  at  Teaticket, 
Falmouth.  Isaac  Robinson  and  Paul  his  brother  were  on  Naushon 
before  1769. 

“Mr  William  Bradley  later  at  Nonamesset  died  in  Woods 
Hole  in  1847,  he  left  no  family.” 

The  Lumbert  Family 

Zaccheus  Lumbert  *  m.  Hannah  Allen  1753  d.  Nantucket  31st  1st  mo.  1772 

Zaccheus  Lumbert  Jonathan  Joseph 

Benjamin  William 

Stationed  at  the  Cove  in  Nyes  co. 
who  may  be  sons  of  Zaccheus 

The  records  of  Falmouth  tell  briefly  of  the  interference  in  the 
matrimonial  plans  of  Zaccheus  by  one  Vibert.  It  is  clear  that 
the  tides  of  love  and  hate  ran  strong  at  Tarpaulin  between  the 
families  of  Hatch  and  Lumbert  on  opposite  shores  of  the  Cove 

*  Built  light  house  at  Tarpaulin  Cove  in  1759. 
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in  the  midsummer  of  ’73.  All  that  remains  of  this  romance  are 
these  two  short  notices: 

Philip  Vibert  of  Kanada  &  Phebe  Hatch  of  Falmouth  were 
published  for  marriage  3d  August  1773  &  on  the  9th  inst.  the  bands 
were  forbid  by  the  said  Phebe  under  writing,  it  being  contrary 
to  her  consent  or  intention. 


Zaccheus  Lumbert  &  Phebe  Hatch  of  Falmouth  were  pub¬ 
lished  for  marriage  the  24th  day  of  August  1773  and  the  Bans 
were  forbid  by  Philip  Wibart. 

William  Lackey  of  Boston  married  Mary  Tobey  of  Sandwich 
in  Falmouth  in  1774  and  their  daughter  Meribah  was  born  in 
1776.  On  the  Muster  Roll  of  Captain  Grannis’  company  is  listed 
William  Larkey  who  served  from  June  6,  1775,  for  six  months 
and  six  days  at  Elizabeth  Island.  Lackey’s  Bay  may  have  been 
named  for  him. 

The  Nye  Family 

Nyes  known  to  have  lived  on  Naushon  were  John  and  his  wife 
Tamar  (Weeks)  whose  daughter  Louisa  was  born  at  the  Cove; 
Elisha  and  his  wife  Lucy  lost  a  child  who  was  buried  here  in  1773. 
In  1776  he  married  Mehitable  Robinson  and  a  son  was  born  who 
died  at  sea  in  1799,  and  a  third  child,  John,  grew  up  here.  Elisha 
kept  the  tavern  from  1773  to  1775  when,  as  has  been  told,  he  was 
driven  from  the  island  by  the  British.  He  returned  in  command 
of  the  company  stationed  here,  and  stayed  until  1778.  After  the 
War  he  again  returned  to  Tarpaulin  and  was  succeeded  by  his 
son  John,  who  in  1797  married  Mary  Price  and  remained  at  Tar¬ 
paulin  until  1809. 

( iah )  Nye  Son 

d.  1773,  1  yr.  9  mo.  12  d.  1777  d.  at  sea  1799 


John Nye 

m.  Mary  Price  (1797) 
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Among  the  Revolutionary  soldiers  stationed  at  the  Cove  were 
the  following  members  of  the  Nye  family,  but  their  relationship 
to  the  island  family,  if  any,  has  not  been  discovered;  Elnathan, 
Jonathan,  Seth,  Francis,  and  Stephen,  lieutenant  in  Elisha  Nye’s 
company. 

The  Hatch  Family 

Robert  Hatch  m.  Joanna  Weeks  (1736) 

It  is  probably  the  son  of  the  above  Robert  Hatch  who  was  the 
licensed  tavern  keeper  at  Tarpaulin  Cove  in  the  thirteen  years 
between  1755  and  1768.  He  must  have  been  at  the  Cove  at  the 
time  of  Lindsey’s  raid,  joined  Captain  Grannis’  company  in  June, 

1775,  and  was  mustered  out  in  December.  He  enlisted  under  Nye 
in  J une,  177 6,  and  was  stationed  here  until  September.  His  family 
tree  has  not  been  explored,  and  I  do  not  know  how  many  of  the 
following  Hatches  were  relatives  or  whether  any  of  them  lived 
at  Naushon  after  the  companies  were  withdrawn.  Silas  (ser¬ 
geant),  Shubael  (sergeant),  Simeon,  Timothy,  Reuben,  Prince, 
Elihu,  Micah,  Andrew,  Ichabod,  Sumner,  and  Urieh.  Martha 
Hatch  married  Simeon  Hamblin  in  1765,  and  it  may  have  been 
their  son  Simeon  who  was  on  Naushon  in  1830. 

The  Rowley  Family 

From  the  Falmouth  Records  it  appears; 

Aron  Rowley  had  a  son  borne  the  23d  day  of  April  in  the  year 
1699  and  his  name  is  Elnathan.  It  may  have  been  a  son  of  the 
same  name  who  enlisted  during  1776  in  Captain  Grannis’  com¬ 
pany. 

Aron  was  perhaps  a  brother  of  Mary  Rowley  Weeks  who  was 
mother  of  the  large  Naushon  Weeks  family.  At  all  events  an 
Elnathan  Rowley  was  stationed  here  with  both  companies  in 

1776,  and  for  a  time,  about  1800,  lived  in  the  house  west  of  the 
French  Watering  Place. 
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The  Eare  mark  that  Elnathan  Rowley  gives  his  cretures  is 
a  slit  in  the  top  of  the  Left  Eare  and  a  happeny  the  upper  side 
of  the  Right  Eare  and  a  nich  under  the  same. 

There  was  also  a  Benjamin  Rowley,  Corporal  in  Captain 
Nye’s  company,  for  many  months,  at  Naushon. 


Baalis  Bullard  was  head  farmer  at  Naushon  for  eight  years. 
His  family  history  has  not  been  unearthed.  All  that  is  known  of 
him  is  that  from  1802  to  1810  he  managed  the  island.  In  the  last 
year  or  so  he  made  his  home  in  Falmouth,  and  finally  his  absentee 
direction  became  unsatisfactory  to  the  owner,  James  Bowdoin. 

The  year  after  he  left,  property  recorded  at  Falmouth  is: 

1  barn,  2  buildings,  2  acres  tillage,  12 

bu.  oats,  1  corn,  1  acre  English  mowing,  1  timothy 

hay,  3  acres  pasture,  1  cow,  1  horse. 


The  Barnabas  Chadwick  Family 

Barnabas  Chadwick  m.  Elizabeth  Hatch  (1790) 

Anner  Charles  by  2nd  wife  Fear  Thatcher  Mica j  ah  John 

Came  to  Naushon  as  shepherd  in  1809  and  succeeded  Bul¬ 
lard  as  manager  in  1810.  Stayed  until  1815. 

His  property  as  recorded  in  Falmouth,  1811: 

1  barn,  8  acres,  16  rye,  Barley,  Indian  Corn,  2 
English  mowing,  1  Timothy  hay,  2  acres  salt 
marsh,  2  timothy  hay,  18  acres  pasture,  3  cows, 
50  acres  woodland,  2  oxen,  1  horse,  2  swine. 


Bebecca  Hall daughter  of  Thomas  Atkins,  is  recorded  as  liv¬ 
ing  at  Tarpaulin  Cove  in  1716. 
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Louis  Calot  is  the  French  boy  brought  over  by  Bowdoin  in 

1810  who  is  mentioned  as  admitted  to  the  Falmouth  Church  in 

1811  and  was  still  on  the  island  in  1815. 

Among  superintendents  and  farmers  whose  names  appear  but 
whose  connection  with  the  island  has  not  been  looked  up  in  detail 
are  those  who  were  there  in  the  last  years  of  this  history,  from 
1820  to  1843. 

General  Salem  Towne  of  Charlton  has  been  mentioned  as 
agent  for  the  Trustees  during  the  lumbering  operations  beginning 
in  1824.  The  following  anecdote  is  told  of  him:  “One  of  the 
Presidents,  Martin  Van  Buren  or  John  Quincy  Adams,  engaged 
in  a  controversy  with  him,  in  which  Towne  proved  adamant  in  his 
own  opinion.  After  trying  persuasion  which  proved  vain,  the 
President  remarked,  ‘I  thought  that  he  was  Salem  Towne,  but  I 
find  that  he  is  Marblehead.’  ” 

Asa  Johnson  with  his  wife  ( Prudence  Adams)  lived  at  Tar¬ 
paulin  Cove  as  Customs  Officer  from  1830  to  1836  and  was  also 
in  charge  of  the  tavern  and  store.  Here  two  of  their  children  were 
born,  Anna  Frances  in  1830  and  James  Adams  in  1831. 

Captain  William  Putnam  was  at  N aushon  from  1794  to  1806, 
Oliver  Grinnell  at  Nonamesset  in  1817  and  William  Bradley  of 
Woods  Hole  from  1810  for  some  years,  Miss  [ Deliverance f\ 
Weeks ,  Mr.  Lothrop  and  eeUncle  Bisha "  [Weeks?]  in  1815. 
Captain  William  Slocum,  Phineas  Withington,  Simeon  Ham  blin , 
Oing  Eldredge,  Woodward ,  and  Bichard  Luce  are  also  mentioned 
as  tenants  at  various  times. 

At  the  farm  in  1839  was  Pardon  Gifford  of  Dartmouth.  He 
was  son  of  Sami,  and  Lillie,  b.  11th.  7th  mo.  1783,  d.  “suddenly” 
13th.  10th  mo.  1847. 

As  far  as  actual  facts  about  the  buildings  on  Naushon,  Samuel 
Robinson  gives  the  most  definite  information.  His  memory  as 
he  himself  admits  is  none  too  accurate.  His  letter  is  nevertheless 
the  most  detailed  source  of  island  data. 
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1841 

Recollections  of  Naushon  by  Samuel  Robinson 

of  Nantucket 

You  ask  me  to  tell  you  what  I  know  of  the  Island  of  Naushon 
and  its  dependencies.  I  am  afraid  you  have  called  too  late;  I 
am  an  old  worn  out  man;  The  16th.  day  of  July  next  should  I 
live  till  that  time  I  shall  be  83  years  of  age,  my  memory  is  gone, 
my  comforts  have  been  but  few,  by  the  sweat  of  my  brow  have  I 
earned  my  bread  all  my  days ;  and  in  looking  back,  so  far  as  dates 
are  concerned,  I  find  but  little  which  would  tend  to  fix  or  impress 
them  on  my  mind. 

You  ask  me  on  what  part  of  the  Island,  the  first  house  was 
built,  and  the  year  when?  It  is  my  impression  that  the  Farm 
House  is  the  oldest  house  now  on  the  Island — it  must  have  been 
built  about  ninety  years  ago:  Zephaniah  Robinson  was  the  first 
tenant,  he  was  my  uncle,  he  was  succeeded  by  his  son  Isaac  Rob¬ 
inson,  who  occupied  it  for  a  short  time,  when  his  father  again  re¬ 
sumed  it,  and  occupied  it  until  he  removed  from  the  Island  to 
Kennebec  where  he  died;  this  must  have  been  in  the  year  1800. 
I  succeeded  him  in  the  occupancy  and  continued  in  it  for  five 
years.  Soon  after  leaving  the  Farm  House  I  moved  from  the 
Island  which  was  on  the  15  of  January,  1806. 

The  Nonamisset  House  was  built  about  the  year  1769 — it 
was  built  for  my  father,  Paul  Robinson ;  he  moved  from  Wawquoit 
when  I  was  about  one  Year  old  and  took  possession  of  it — how 
long  my  father  lived  there  I  cannot  now  tell — all  that  I  can  say  is 
that  he  lived  and  died  there  and  we  carried  his  Body  across  to 
Woods  Hole  where  he  was  buried.  Oliver  Grenell  succeeded  my 
Father  in  the  occupancy  of  Nonamesset. 

Tarpaulin  Cove  House  was  built  on  the  Site  of  an  old  house 
which  was  torn  down  to  make  way  for  it,  the  year  after  Peace, 
say  1784.  I  was  then  about  25  years  old.  I  assisted  in  the  building, 
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helped  make  and  burn  the  bricks,  and  burned  the  lime,  also  cut 
and  carted  the  timber,  and  enough  of  it  there  is  in  the  old  Frame.  I 
candidly  believe  there  is  as  much  as  is  in  three  houses  which  they 
build  at  the  present  day.  John  Nye  first  lived  in  it,  after  him  came 
Shadrack  Robinson,  and  then  I  believe  some  Tenants  from  the 
Vineyard  whose  names  I  cannot  recollect. 

West  End  House  (Robinson’s  Hole)  is  a  very  old  building.  I 
cannot  recall  to  my  mind  anything  that  will  fix  the  date  of  its 
building,  it  was  occupied  by  one  William  Robinson. 

Onkatonka  House  was  built  about  the  year  1800 — it  was  first 
occupied  by  Seth  Robinson.  I  lived  with  my  Father  on  Nona- 
messet  when  the  Mansion  House  was  built — it  must  have  been 
over  30  years  ago ;  it  was  not  occupied  by  anybody  during  my  day 
except  Governor  Bowdoin  and  his  family,  during  their  summer 
visits  to  the  Island.  The  Governor  died  in  that  House.  I  remem¬ 
ber  it  well,  everything  was  left  in  the  House  precisely  in  the  situa¬ 
tion  they  were  when  the  old  man  died,  his  wife  and  family  immedi¬ 
ately  leaving  it,  and  not  stopping  to  take  care  of  a  single  thing — 
the  knives  and  forks  rusting  on  the  shelves,  the  beds  and  bedding 
dirty  and  in  great  confusion,  family  stores  and  provisions  left 
without  care;  the  House  remained  in  this  situation  for  seven  or 
eight  years  unmolested,  when  Joseph  Parker  of  Woods  Hole  was 
authorized  to  go  and  take  out  part  of  the  furniture,  such  as  beds 
and  bedding,  etc.  I  remember  well  going  with  him  to  New  Bed¬ 
ford  and  carrying  them  in  the  vessel  which  they  used  to  call  the 
old  Maria  Packet. 

To  the  Westward  of  Tarpaulin  Cove,  about  two  miles,  there 
used  to  stand  an  old  House — It  was  occupied  by  my  grand-father 
William  Robinson  when  I  was  a  Boy — it  was  a  very  old  House 
then,  it  was  afterwards  occupied  by  William  Butler. 

The  Cottage  was  built  I  believe  by  Salem  Towne,  of  Charlton, 
for  the  convenience  of  the  Wood  Choppers.  My  wife’s  Father 
Nathan  Weeks  lived  at  the  head  of  Tarpaulin  Cove  Harbour,  in 
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a  little  small  house  built  in  the  true  Log  Cabin  style — it  was  torn 
down  many  years  ago,  but  I  shall  never  forget  the  old  House :  it 
was  there  that  I  felt  Loves  young  Dream — I  did  all  my  courting 
in  that  rude  but  comfortable  old  House,  and  was  there  married 
55  years  ago.  My  Father  in  Law  afterward  moved  to  Chilmark 
where  he  went  the  way  of  all  living. 

There  was  a  House  standing  to  the  Westward  of  the  French 
Watering  Place,  and  occupied  formerly  by  Elnathan  Rowley — 
after  he  left  it,  it  was  torn  down. 

On  the  east  side  of  Tarpaulin  Cove,  there  formerly  stood  an 
old  House,  which  was  occupied  by  Zaccheus  Lumber,  he  left  it, 
and  it  was  afterwards  burnt  down  by  the  British  in  sport,  during 
the  Revolutionary  War.  During  that  War  there  were  about  200 
British  Soldiers*  stationed  on  Naushon,  say  at  Tarpaulin  Cove, — 
they  were  there  twelve  or  fourteen  months,  they  built  a  fort  on  the 
east  side  of  the  Harbor,  the  remains  of  which  are  still  to  be  seen. 
They  used  to  barrack  in  the  old  House,  which  stood  where  the  pres¬ 
ent  Tarpaulin  Cove  House  now  stands.  There  are  a  great  many 
stories  connected  with  that  W ar,  which  history  will  never  tell,  and 
which  will  die  with  the  few  Survivors  who  witnessed  that  terrible 
but  glorious  struggle,  and  as  you  seem  handy  with  the  Pen,  you 
may  take  down  one  or  two  connected  with  the  Islands. 

It  was  during  that  War,  the  British  came  down  the  Bay,  with 
eighteen  sail  of  Transports  and  other  vessels  and  anchored  near 
the  Weepeckets;  they  then  landed  about  500  men,  and  demanded 
all  the  stock  there  was  on  the  Island — remonstrance  and  resist¬ 
ance  were  useless,  they  marched  to  the  Eastern  part  of  the  Island; 
and  separating,  they  commenced  driving  the  stock  to  the  West¬ 
ward  as  far  as  Robinson’s  Hole,  where  they  took  it  in  their  boats, 


*He  should  have  said  Colonial  Militia.  There  is  no  record  of  the  British 
having  been  stationed  here.  From  1775  to  1778  Grannis’  and  Nye’s  Companies 
occupied  Tarpaulin  on  and  off  and  it  is  known  that  their  barracks  were  destroyed 
by  the  British  in  1778. 
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and  carried  it  on  board — as  near  as  I  remember  they  took  off  at 
this  time  1400  Sheep — 35  head  of  Cattle,  and  25  Horses.  This 
was  stripping  the  Island  with  a  vengeance,  but  this  was  not  all. 
Some  time  after  a  Privateer  Sloop  with  two  tenders,  came  and 
anchored  in  Hadley’s  [harbor].  I  then  resided  with  my  Father 
at  Nonamesset  there  were  remaining  of  the  former  stock,  about 
sixty  Cows,  seventy  or  eighty  Sheep,  and  one  Yoke  of  Oxen.  The 
Captain  of  the  Privateer  sent  his  boat  on  shore,  and  the  Officer 
after  looking  around  awhile  at  the  Stock  spied  some  Calves  which 
we  had  at  Nonamesset — he  gave  us  orders  to  dress  him  four,  and 
send  them  on  board  in  the  morning — this  we  did  and  carried  them 
on  board  as  he  directed,  which  he  paid  us  for.  My  Father  went 
with  me  on  board  the  Privateer,  and  after  paying  us  for  the  calves, 
he  said  to  my  Father,  “I  shall  take  what  Sheep  you  have  got  on 
the  Island,  I  see,”  he  says,  “that  they  are  all  yarded,  and  now  my 
friend,  as  the  wool  is  of  no  use  to  me,  you  may  go  on  shore  and 
commence  shearing  them,”  for  it  was  in  the  spring  of  the  year, 
“and  I  shall  attend  to  getting  them  on  board — and  further,”  says 
he,  “If  you  are  faithful  in  sending  all  the  Sheep  on  board,  I  will 
leave  the  Cows  and  Oxen  with  you.”  I  very  well  remember  how 
my  Father  worked  to  save  the  wool,  and  I  carted  them  down  to 
the  boats  the  next  day  with  a  soldier  marching  each  side  of  me. 

I  am  sorry  I  cannot  remember  the  agents’  names,  and  the  time 
each  had  charge  of  the  property.  John  Reed  was  agent  as  long  as 
I  can  remember.  He  I  believe  was  succeeded  by  a  man  by  the 
name  of  Bullard.  After  Bullard,  came  William  Putnam — this 
must  have  been  about  the  year  1794.  Putnam  remained  as  agent 
until  1806  or  1807 — I  cannot  tell  who  succeeded  him.  One  Cal- 
lant  [Louis  Calot]  was  agent  for  a  time  since  then,  also  a  man 
by  the  name  of  Salem  Towne.  But  I  find  the  more  I  attempt  to 
fix  my  mind  upon  any  one  point,  the  more  confused  my  ideas  grow, 
old  age  must  be  my  excuse  however. 

Nantucket — January  25 — 1841. 
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Nonamesset  House 

The  only  18th  Century  house  still  standing  is  that  on  Nona- 
messet,  built  in  1760  or  1769.  It  is  a  good  example  of  the  sub¬ 
stantial  workmanship  of  that  day.  Its  well-proportioned  exterior 
with  great  central  chimney,  weatherworn  gray  shingles,  and  heavy 
woodbine  covering  the  western  end  are  familiar  to  many  of  my 
readers.  The  house  faces  south  and  the  outside  dimensions  are 
thirty-seven  feet  long  by  about  thirty  feet  wide.  The  front  door 
opens  into  a  small  entry;  facing,  on  the  left,  is  the  small  door  to 
the  stairway,  a  narrow  space  paneled  with  tongue  and  grooved 
beveled  vertical  pine  boards.  The  stairs  run  up  from  west  to  east. 
From  the  entry  a  door  to  the  right  leads  into  a  sitting  room,  about 
fifteen  feet  square,  which  has  the  original  two-foot  high  wainscot¬ 
ing,  and  big  shallow  open  fireplace.  To  the  left  of  the  entry  is  a 
similar  room  of  the  same  dimensions  occupying  the  southwest 
corner  of  the  house.  In  each  room  there  is  an  old  arched  corner 
cupboard.  The  seven-foot  square  chimney,  made  of  flat  field 
stones  gathered  nearby,  occupies  the  center  of  the  house.  On  the 
north  side  (facing  Penzance  and  the  channel  of  Woods  Hole) 
was  probably  the  original  kitchen,  a  narrow  room  with  a  huge 
fireplace  and  paneled  walls,  and  a  small  room  at  each  end. 

Upstairs  are  four  bedrooms,  each  with  the  outside  ceiling  sloped 
under  the  roof.  Each  room  has  one  tiny  and  one  medium  sized 
window.  The  central  space  is  divided  into  three  parts,  the  middle 
occupied  by  the  chimney,  on  the  north  side  a  little  room  or  closet, 
and  on  the  south,  an  open  space  and  the  stairway.  As  the  chimney 
ascends  through  the  second  floor  it  diminishes  rapidly  in  size, 
curving  in  on  an  irregular  slope  on  the  south  side.  The  flooring 
of  the  attic  is  the  original  twenty-two  inch  wide  boards,  doubtless 
cut  from  island  trees.  At  each  end  is  a  two-foot  square  window. 
The  roof  is  supported  by  five  pairs  of  beams,  each  meeting  end 
correspondingly  numbered  in  the  peak  of  the  roof,  each  hand  hewn 
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and  beveled  on  the  edges.  In  the  construction  of  the  whole  there 
is  a  rough  perfection. 

Uncatena 

The  cottage  which  was  said  by  Samuel  Robinson  to  have  been 
built  in  1800  was  completed  a  few  years  later.  The  first  occupant 
was  Seth  Robinson.  In  December,  1810,  Bowdoin  wrote  the  farm 
manager  Barnabas  Chadwick,  “With  respect  to  Mr  Seth  Rob¬ 
inson’s  lease,  the  rent  was  regulated  by  the  cost  of  the  house,  and 
by  the  buildings  if  they  had  been  erected  adjacent  for  his  accom¬ 
modation,  or  that  person  to  whom  the  salt  works  should  be  leased. 
.  .  .  Since  the  lease  I  have  paid  carpenter,  painters,  and  masons 
several  sums,  and  there  has  been  lumber  and  other  materials  used 
to  complete  the  house  and  outhouses.” 

As  shown  in  the  sketch,  the  house  was  a  small  cottage  of  the 
Cape  Cod  type.  Its  marked  feature,  and  the  only  part  remain¬ 
ing,  is  the  great  vaulted  base  of  the  chimney.  The  house  faced 
south  and  stood  on  the  site  of  the  present  kitchen.  Opening  off 
the  small  entry  were  two  rooms,  one  to  the  right  of  the  front  door, 
the  other  to  the  left.  The  customary  arrangement,  a  narrow 
kitchen  running  the  length  of  the  north  side  with  a  great  fireplace 
and  built-in  oven,  was  probably  followed,  but  this  is  pure  guess¬ 
work. 

Uncatena  Island  was  reached  by  a  ford ;  the  cut  in  the  bank  to 
the  north  of  the  present  bridge  shows  where  the  old  road  went. 
In  1828  the  bridge  was  built,  and  on  a  stone,  which  still  may  be 
seen  in  the  foundation  at  the  southwest  end,  is  cut  the  inscription 
in  large  letters : 

Built  by  Seth  Robinson  Son  1828 
Tarpaulin  Cove  House 

It  is  not  known  when  the  first  house  was  built  at  the  Cove,  and 
how  many  dwellings  have  stood  upon  its  site.  According  to  the 
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Log  of  H.M.S.  Falkland  written  in  1696,  “In  this  place  is  but 
one  small  house  in  which  live  one  family.”  This  house  may  have 
been  built  by  Wait  Winthrop’s  “shufeling”  tenant  Anthony 
Blaney,  who  was  living  on  the  island  in  1684.  Perhaps  Blaney 
first  lived  at  his  “wigwam,”  shown  on  the  early  map  as  situated 
on  the  shore  of  Blaney’s  Pond,  and  then  built  a  more  substantial 
farmhouse.  About  one  hundred  years  later,  in  1784,  the  old  house 
was  torn  down  and  another  built.  Samuel  Robinson  says,  “I  as¬ 
sisted  in  the  building,  helped  make  and  burn  the  bricks  and  burned 
the  lime,  also  cut  and  carted  the  timber,  and  enough  there  is  of  it 
in  the  old  frame.  I  candidly  believe  there  is  as  much  as  there  is  in 
three  houses  of  the  present  day  (1841).”  This  house  certainly 
supplied  the  foundation,  and  very  likely  the  frame  of  the  present 
Cove  house,  but  how  little  or  how  much  of  the  old  house  remains 
it  is  hard  to  tell. 


Taverns 


From  early  times  there  was  a  tavern  at  Tarpaulin  Cove  and 
there  may  about  the  year  1800  have  also  been  a  licensed  innkeeper 
at  Uncatena.  The  list  of  those  who  held  licenses  is  as  follows: 


Zaccheus  Lumbert 
Robert  Hatch 
Roger  Merrihew 
John  Shreve 
Barnabas  Hinkley 
Elisha  Nye 
John  Nye 


1755- 1764 
1755  -  1768 

1756- 1757 
1760 

1773 

1773 

1784  -  1806 


Tarpaulin  Cove  Light  House 


The  first  light  house  at  Tarpaulin  was  built,  as  has  been  told, 
by  Zaccheus  Lumbert  of  Nantucket  in  1759.  The  illuminant  was 
whale  oil  furnished  by  the  people  of  Nantucket. 
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The  first  appropriation  of  funds  by  the  Government  for  the 
building  of  a  light  house  was  made  by  Congress  on  February 
10th,  1807.  The  light  house  was  built  in  1818,  probably  being 
started  in  the  previous  year.  In  1891  the  old  tower  of  rubble 
masonry  was  demolished  and  a  brick  tower  built  upon  the  same 
foundation.  At  the  present  time  [1934]  this  light  house  is  equipped 
with  a  fourth  order  lens,  the  ilium  inant  being  incandescent  oil 
vapor,  and  candlepower  30,000. 

Bygone  Farms  and  Buildings 

The  wigwams  of  the  Indians  were  the  first  homes  on  Naushon. 
Nothing  is  known  of  them,  but  on  the  early  map  is  shown  the  lo¬ 
cation  of  two  wigwams  probably  named  for  their  white  occupants. 
Blaney’s  wigwam  stands  on  the  east  side  of  Blaney’s  Pond  and 
the  stone  foundation  can  still  be  seen ;  Lackey’s  wigwam  is  marked 
by  a  cellar  hole  at  the  south  end  of  the  valley  running  south  from 
the  Mansion  House,  looking  out  on  Lackey’s  Bay.  Whether 
these  were  wigwams  in  the  literal  sense  of  the  word  or  were  so 
called  because  they  were  rough  little  shacks  it  is  not  possible  to  say. 

From  Island  Book 

“Polly  daughter  of  Paul  Robinson  formerly  a  resident  of 
Nonnamissit  and  who  was  James  Bowdoin’s  factotem  made  a  visit 
on  the  Island.  From  her  we  learn  that  the  first  house  built  on 
Naushon  stood  S.E.  from  the  present  farm  house  and  not  far 
from  it.  The  oldest  house  now  standing  is  Dairy  or  farm  house,  the 
next  house  built  was  that  on  Nonamessit  in  1760. 

“Old  Seth  Robinson  tells  us  that  the  first  house  was  built  by 
Matthew  Mayhew  North  Easterly  from  the  horse  barn  near  the 
water,  and  not  far  from  a  fresh  spring  now  there  just  above  high 
water  mark,  there  is  still  to  be  seen  some  remains*  of  brick 


*  Still  there  in  1934. 
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used  in  building  the  chimney.  It  is  supposed  Mayhew  built  this 
for  a  temporary  residence  soon  after  he  bought  the  islands  from 
the  Indians.” 

Oct.  16,  1837 

It  is  said  that  the  Dairy  or  Farm  House  was  the  first  house 
built  on  Naushon.  As  the  Cove  House  was  standing  in  1696  and 
(according  to  John  Winthrop)  the  frame  of  the  Farm  House 
was  raised  in  1702,  Seth  was  probably  right  in  saying  that  a 
previous  house  stood  upon  the  Inner  Harbor  near  the  upper 
wharf  at  an  earlier  date.  It  may  have  been  here  that  Wait  Win¬ 
throp  stayed  when  he  first  visited  the  island  in  1682. 

At  Tarpaulin  Cove  there  were  several  houses.  The  Inn  and 
the  Light  House  have  already  been  mentioned.  On  the  east  side 
was  an  entrenchment  built  by  the  militia  company  and  on  the 
shore  below  was  a  house  at  one  time  occupied  by  Zaccheus  Lum- 
bert,  either  the  builder  of  the  Light  House  or  a  son  of  the  same 
name.  Lumbert  was  enrolled  in  Captain  Grannis’  company  and 
as  this  house  was  burned  “in  sport”  by  the  British  during  the  war 
it  must  have  been  at  an  earlier  time  that  he  lived  here.  In  1776 
Barracks  were  built  at  the  Cove  by  the  men  of  the  militia  for  the 
accommodation  of  about  seventy-five  men.  The  exact  location  is 
not  known  and  they  were  destroyed  by  the  British  in  the  spring 
of  1778.  Some  years  after  the  Revolution  there  was  a  log  cabin 
on  the  northeast  side  of  the  Cove  called  the  “Hermitage.”  Here 
lived  Nathan  Weeks,  whose  family  had  lived  for  generations 
on  N aushon  and  who  had  himself  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  militia 
stationed  here.  Rebecca,  daughter  of  Nathan,  married  Samuel 
Robinson,  he  who  spoke  so  feelingly  of  the  Hermitage  in  which  he 
“first  felt  loves  young  dream.” 

The  gun  emplacement  and  trenches  made  by  the  soldiers  under 
command  of  Captain  Grannis  and  Captain  Nye  can  be  plainly 
seen  on  the  northwest  side  of  the  Cove.  There  are  two  or  three 
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cellar  holes  in  this  vicinity  whose  story  is  not  known.  The  next 
house  to  the  westward  may  have  been  about  half  way  between  the 
Cove  House  and  the  French  Watering  Place.  A  cellar  hole  and 
some  traces  of  bricks  are  all  that  are  left.  Just  to  the  west  of  the 
French  Watering  Place  was  a  house  occupied  by  Elnathan  Row- 
ley.  Rowley  came  of  a  Falmouth  family  and  was  one  of  the  men 
stationed  at  the  Cove  in  Captain  Grannis’  company.  A  mile  west 
of  the  French  W atering  Place  there  is  a  deep  valley  running  from 
north  to  south.  At  the  end  of  this,  on  Vineyard  Sound,  was  a  farm 
called  on  the  map  Home  Farm,  but  now  known  as  Hollow  Farm. 
Here  stood  a  house  and  barn,  the  foundations  of  which  can  be 
plainly  seen,  and  records  tell  that  it  was  the  home  of  William 
Butler  and  perhaps  occupied  before  him,  about  the  year  1740,  by 
William  Robinson. 

The  West  End  House  is  said  to  have  been  a  very  old  house. 
The  name  Robinson’s  Hole,  on  the  shore  of  which  it  stood,  sug¬ 
gests  that  from  the  17th  Century  it  was  lived  in  by  Robinsons, 
that  the  Hole  was  named  for  this  family,  and  that  those  Robin¬ 
sons  who  lived  here,  of  whom  there  are  definite  records  after  1750, 
namely  William,  Thomas,  Shadrach,  Irving  and  Cornelius,  were 
the  successors  of  an  earlier  generation  whose  names,  perhaps  be¬ 
cause  they  lived  in  so  far  a  spot,  have  been  lost. 

On  the  north  side  of  the  West  End  Pond  there  is  a  stone 
foundation  and  cellar  hole  whose  history  is  unknown.  At  the 
clearing  on  the  northerly  side  of  the  West  End  woods,  called  the 
Cottage  Lot,  there  was  a  group  of  buildings.  In  1824  the  Trustees 
of  the  Bowdoin  property  at  the  request  of  the  heir  decided  to  cut 
a  large  quantity  of  wood  at  the  West  End  of  the  island.  This 
operation  was  put  in  charge  of  General  Salem  Towne  and  for 
the  accommodation  of  the  wood  cutters  he  built  this  group  of 
temporary  cottages.  One  of  them  was  doubtless  fairly  substan¬ 
tial,  for  it  was  occupied  for  many  years;  in  1840  by  Stephen  Rob¬ 
inson,  whose  thriving  farm  had  cattle  and  vegetables.  One  of  the 
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wood  cutters  was  Berrier  Austin,  who  at  one  time  (1824)  lived 
at  the  West  End. 

On  Fisherman’s  Island,  on  East  Buck  Island  and  on  Nona- 
messet  are  cellar  holes  which  show  where  houses,  probably  small 
temporary  shacks  of  fishermen,  once  stood.  This  seems  to  com¬ 
plete  the  list  of  known,  of  partly  known  and  of  unknown  houses. 
The  Mansion  House  has  been  already  mentioned  in  connection  with 
the  Bowdoin  family. 

Certain  other  structures  were  erected :  the  upper  wharf  in  1803, 
the  salt  works  on  Nonamesset  and  Uncatena  in  1805  and  1810,  and 
the  wharf  (for  the  shipping  of  lumber)  at  Kettle*  Cove  in  1824. 
The  earliest  and  most  permanent  structures  are  the  stone  walls, 
many  of  which  are  now  as  solid  and  as  useful  as  the  day  they  were 
built,  more  than  two  hundred  years  ago. 

Walls 

The  early  names  of  the  stone  walls  were  as  follows : 

The  Rail  Wall ,  on  Nonamesset,  from  the  northeast  end  of  Lackey’s 
Bay  northerly  along  the  edge  of  the  woods  to  the  north  shore, 
ending  just  east  of  the  little  cove  and  pond. 

The  Stone  Wall,  from  Molasses  Pond  north  to  end  of  Sunset  Path, 
on  the  north  shore.  Now  called  Green  Gate  Wall. 

The  Sheep  Wall,  from  the  vicinity  of  Crane  Pond  on  the  north  due 
south  to  the  south  shore.  Now  called  Yellow  Gate  Wall. 

The  Lamb's  Wall,  from  northeast  side  of  Tarpaulin  Cove  to  north 
shore  west  of  Silver  Beach. 

The  General's  Wall,  from  west  side  of  Tarpaulin  Cove  to  north 
shore,  west  of  the  Protected  Field.  The  Gap  in  the  Wall  (now 

*  Kettle,  sometimes  spelled  Kittle,  Cove  is  located  on  the  old  map  at  the 
site  of  the  cove  now  called  Silver  Beach.  This  has  more  the  shape  of  a  kettle 
than  the  big  shallow  cove  now  so  called. 

The  other  spelling  “Kittle”  suggests  that  the  lumber  sloops  and  schooners 
found  it  an  unreliable  anchorage. 
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closed  by  a  gate )  is  in  this  wall,  and  near  it  is  a  cellar  hole  prob¬ 
ably  of  Revolutionary  date,  but  possibly  the  site  of  a  house 
built  and  used  by  Salem  Towne’s  wood  choppers.  As  it  is  named 
the  General’s  Wall,  this  may  have  been  a  house  used  by  General 
Towne  on  his  visits  to  the  island.  The  wall  was  undoubtedly 
named  for  him. 

None  of  the  other  walls  existing  at  this  time  have  had  their 
original  names  preserved. 

Roads 

Ridge  Road,  from  Farm  House  to  the  south  shore  bathing  beach. 
South  Shore  Road,  same  as  present  Ridge  Road,  only  extending  on 
west  side  of  wall  to  the  Green  Gate. 

West  End  Road,  from  the  present  Yellow  Gate  following  the 
route  of  the  present  Bowdoin  Road,  through  the  Gap  in  the 
Wall,  running  due  west,  south  of  the  West  End  Pond,  and 
ending  at  the  West  End  at  Robinson’s  Hole. 

Bowdoin3 s  Way,  from  Cottage  Lot  to  Ram’s  Head  at  Kettle  (or 
Kittle)  Cove. 

Shrubbery  Walk,  on  Nonamesset  from  Nonamesset  Road  to  the 
Newkit  Point. 

An  early  map  of  Naushon  hangs  on  the  east  wall  of  the  Man¬ 
sion  House  hall.  Much  of  the  information  here  given  has  been 
gained  from  a  study  of  this  map. 

In  1833  Henry  H.  Crapo  of  New  Bedford  was  asked  to  make 
a  survey  of  the  island.  Scarcely  a  more  interesting  tale  can  be  read 
than  that  of  Crapo,  who  by  force  of  character  won  his  way  from 
tilling  the  unprofitable  soil  of  a  little  farm  near  the  village  of 
Padanaram  to  the  Governorship  of  Michigan.  To  quote  from  his 
Life  written  by  his  grandson : 

“In  1833,  Henry  went  to  the  island  of  Naushon  at  the  re¬ 
quest  of  William  W.  Swain  who  under  the  vernacular  title  of 
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‘Governor,’  acted  as  agent  of  the  principal  owner,  James  Temple 
Bowdoin,  for  the  purpose  of  laying  out  a  ‘Horse  Race  Track.’  *  .  .  . 
Although  the  island  had  been  in  the  possession  of  the  Bowdoin 
family  since  1730,  it  had  for  many  years  been  disused  as  a  place 
of  residence  and  was  let  out  to  various  tenants.  James  Bowdoin 
.  .  .  left  by  will  to  Bowdoin  College  as  part  of  his  estate,  ‘the 
reversion  of  the  Island  of  Naushon  where  I  have  my  summer  home.’ 
A  most  intricate  legal  complication  arose  because  of  the  conten¬ 
tions  between  the  College  and  the  Bowdoin  heirs,  finally  culminat¬ 
ing  in  a  famous  law  suit  in  which  Daniel  Webster  took  part.  It 
was  presumably  because  of  this  controversy  that  Henry  Crapo 
was  employed  in  1838  [1836]  to  make  a  complete  survey  of  the 
Island.  He  took  with  him  as  ‘rod  man’  his  son  William,  aged 
eight,  who  thus  earned  his  first  wages  at  the  rate  of  fifty  cents  a 
day.  They  stayed  on  the  Island  a  week  or  two,  lodging  at  the 
Mansion  House  and  taking  their  meals  at  a  tavern  house  at  Tar¬ 
paulin  Cove.  William  was  highly  entertained  by  the  numbers  of 
small  craft  whose  crews  also  patronized  the  tavern  house.” 

Burying  Grounds 

There  are  four  distinct  burying  grounds  and  several  isolated 
graves  upon  Naushon.  At  Tarpaulin  Cove  there  is  a  cemetery  to 
the  northwest  of  the  Light  House.  Here  are  about  a  dozen  graves, 
most  of  them  marked  only  by  uncut  field  stones,  but  several  by 
stones  of  slate  with  engraved  epitaphs.  Near  the  junction  of  the 
Main  Road  and  Cary  Path  is  a  burial  ground  said  to  have  been 
that  used  by  the  Robinson  family.  On  the  south  side  of  the  Trot¬ 
ting  Course  there  is  a  group  of  graves  marked  by  rough  field 
stones,  and  on  the  southwest  end  of  Nonamesset  there  is  another 
glade  in  the  forest  where  are  buried  eight  or  ten  persons.  It  seems 
likely  that  this  was  the  burial  place  of  some  of  the  occupants  of 
the  Nonamesset  farm,  but  at  what  period  is  not  known.  In  memory 


*  Called  the  “Trotting  Course.” 
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of  the  Robinsons,  Nyes  and  Weekses,  so  many  of  whom  lived  and 
died  here,  just  one  stone  remains  which  has  an  inscription,  that 
of  a  child  of  Elisha  and  Mrs.  Lucy  Nye,  found  in  the  foundation 
of  the  Mansion  House. 


Inscription  Found  on  Stone  in  Foundation  of 

Mansion  House 


( 


iah  Nye 


) 


Mr  Elisha  Nye 
and  Mrs  Lucy 
his  wife  who  died 


April  7th.  1773 
aged  one  year  nine 
months  and  12  days 


Stone  Near  Light  House 
In 

Memory  of 
Judith 
wife  of 
Joseph  Gane 
who  died 
Sept.  10  1841 
Ae  94  ys.  4  ms. 

Cemetery  Northwest  of  Light  House 

In  memory  of 
Capt.  Eli  Parmele 
of  Guilford 
who  died  Jun.  27  1825 
in  33rd.  year  of 
his  life 
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In  memory  of 
Capt.  William  Lorry 
of  Norwich 
in  Conn. 

He  was  born  in  Boston 
&  died  at  sea 
Feb.  2nd.  1788 
Lorry  in  all  the 
prime  of  life 
Has  quit  this  little  day 
&  calmly  steered  his 
single  bark 

to  yonder  world  of  Day 

This  small  tribute  of  respect 
is  in  memory  of 
Ithuel  Hill 

who  having  been  on  voyage 
to  Machias  for  the  ben¬ 
efit  of  his  health  died 
on  his  passage  to  Sag 
Harbor  July  29  1821 
ae.  58  respected  &  lamented 


Dust  returneth  dust 
from  of  the  Earth 
Rest  happy  Spirit 
in  the  bosom  of  thy  Godd 
I.  C.  Hill 
Sag  Harbor 

It  may  be  fitting  to  close  the  account  of  island  graves  with  the 
epitaph  of  a  child  probably  born  on  Naushon  and  buried  in  the 
Old  Burying  Ground,  Falmouth. 
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Hannah  dau.  of  Mr  Zephaniah  Robinson 
d.  Feb.  13,  1810  aged  8 

Now  she  is  dead  and  cannot  stir 
Her  cheeks  are  like  the  fading  rose 
Which  of  us  next  must  follow  her 
The  Lord  Almighty  only  knows. 

The  Honorable  James  Bowdoin  left  as  executors  of  his  will 
his  two  nephews,  Thomas  L.  Winthrop  and  Richard  Sullivan, 
and  also  left  them  as  trustees  of  the  island  property,  to  administer 
in  behalf  of  his  heir  James  Temple  Bowdoin  who  lived  abroad. 
Before  the  probating  of  the  will,  and  during  certain  legal  en¬ 
tanglements,  the  property  was  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Su¬ 
preme  Court  of  Massachusetts,  which  also  appointed  Messrs. 
Winthrop  and  Sullivan  as  especial  Commissioners  to  carry  out 
its  mandates,  and  to  administer  the  estate. 

In  1819  the  heir,  James  Temple  Bowdoin,  being  in  need  of 
money,  sent  a  request  to  the  Court  that  a  large  quantity  of  timber 
be  cut  and  sold.  A  commission  was  appointed  by  the  Court  to  go 
to  Naushon,  look  over  the  forested  area  and  report  the  existing 
state  of  the  forest,  and  recommend  the  best  action  to  be  taken  in 
the  interests  of  the  property  and  for  the  benefit  of  the  heir.  In  the 
files  of  the  Supreme  Court  are  the  various  reports  and  recom¬ 
mendations.  Briefly,  their  conclusions  were  that  the  forest  at  the 
West  End  would  be  much  improved  by  cutting  the  fallen  timber, 
and  that  a  large  amount  of  cord  wood  and  a  small  amount  of 
ship  timber  might  be  obtained  without  injury  to  the  property. 
The  Court  ordered  the  Commissioners  to  take  action  and  they 
accordingly  selected  General  Salem  Towne  of  Charlton,  Mas¬ 
sachusetts,  to  be  their  agent.  Two  letter  books  give  the  corre¬ 
spondence  of  General  Towne  on  the  subject,  and  some  extracts 
are  here  quoted. 
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Salem  Towne  to  Messrs.  Winthrop  and  Sullivan 

Charlton 
Jan.  15th  1824 

Dear  Sir 

After  bestowing  as  much  reflection  upon  the  subject  as  I  have 
been  able  to,  I  will,  agreable  to  your  request  and  my  promise, 
give  you  my  opinion  of  the  course  proper  to  be  pursued  the  pres¬ 
ent  season  in  cutting  the  wood  and  timber  (if  any  is  to  be  cut)  on 
Naushon  Island  and  I  confess  I  do  it  with  extreme  deference 
because  there  are  many  important  considerations  that  cannot  be 
ascertained  only  by  experiment  such  as,  what  quantity  of  wood 
will  a  man  cut  per  month,  what  can  he  be  hired  for,  what  will  be 
the  price  of  board,  and  what  distance  is  the  wood  to  be  drawn, 
can  a  vessel  lay  so  near  the  shore  in  any  place  either  on  the  Bay  or 
Sound  side  that  the  wood  may  be  drawn  to  the  nearest  waters 
edge  etc.  etc.  .  .  . 

I  would,  in  the  first  place,  without  the  expense  of  accuracy 
have  a  plan  taken  of  the  wood  lot,  then  divided  by  marked  trees 
into  lots  of  about  fifty  acres  each,  making  two  tiers  of  lots  so  that 
each  lot  would  bound  on  the  water  at  one  end.  And  when  that 
was  taken  make  arrangements  for  board,  and  as  the  Cove  house 
is  the  only  one  at  which  the  men  could  conveniently  board,  if  the 
occupant  would  not  board  reasonable,  I  would  have  erected  a 
temporary  building  for  their  accomodation  in  the  woods,  which 
I  have  no  doubt  would  be  the  best  course  if  all  the  wood  and  timber 
was  to  be  cut. 

I  would  then  hire  twenty  men  for  three  months,  and  ten  for 
eight  months,  let  them  chop  three  months  then  the  feed  would  be 
such  that  oxen  would  cut  their  own  fodder  (with  a  little  grain  if 
worked  hard).  I  would  commence  drawing  with  five  carts,  one 
waggon  and  ten  yoke  of  oxen.  My  reasons  for  the  four  yoke  of 
oxen  more  than  carts  are  that  the  land  being  uneven  would  many 
times  require  four  yoke  on  one  cart  &  as  it  would  be  expensive 
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wintering  them  here  and  they  be  subject  to  be  Island  sick  the 
second  year  I  would  keep  in  such  flesh  that  they  would  answer  to 
kill  in  the  fall,  and  in  that  way  the  expense  for  them  would  be 
lessened  very  much  though  they  might  not  sell  in  the  fall  for  so 
much  as  they  cost  in  the  summer.  The  four  surplus  men  would 
be  profitably  employed  in  loading  wood  and  piling  it  up  at  the 
shore,  and  occasionally  perhaps  in  getting  it  on  board  vessels. 

And  as  there  are  many  places  where  the  trees  are  all  old  and 
going  to  decay  and  no  young  wood  to  sprout  and  therefore  no 
matter  what  season  cut,  it  might  be  well  to  continue  the  ten  best 
men  through  the  season  chopping  —  the  foregoing  calculation 
upon  the  supposition  that  about  three  thousand  cords  are  to  be 
cut  the  next  spring. 

As  it  respects  getting  the  wood  to  market  it  probably  would 
be  done  cheapest  by  some  of  the  wood  coasters  from  Maine,  but 
very  little  calculation  can  be  made  about  that  until  you  ascertain 
to  who  it  is  to  be  carried  and  that  cannot  be  determined  until  you 
get  some  of  the  wood  into  the  different  markets  and  the  quality  of 
the  wood  generally  known.  I  therefore  ought  ...  to  have  said 
that  some  faithful  active  man  ...  be  selected  to  superintend  the 
whole  who  would  be  able  ...  to  pursue  that  course  that  would 
be  most  for  the  interest  for  all  concerned  .  .  .  and  who  would 
make  himself  familiar  with  the  timber  proper  to  be  saved  and 
finally, 

I  would  mark  those  trees  that  would  afford  valuable  ship 
timber  and  let  them  remain  standing  until  the  other  trees  were 
cut,  unless  they  should  be  wanted  before. 

I  say  nothing  of  the  season  best  for  cutting  as  there  is  so  much 
dead  and  decaying  wood  that  the  number  of  men  here  named  may 
be  employed  one  year  without  cutting  one  tree  that  would  ever 
sprout  and  the  Agent  must  be  able  to  determine  when  and  where 
to  cut.  In  fine  the  cutting  will  be  an  experiment  and  the  result 
depend  very  much  on  the  capacity  and  judgement  of  the  Agent. 
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You  request  me  to  give  in  writing  the  terms  on  which  I  would 
superintend  the  cutting  and  sale  of  the  wood  and  timber.  In 
answering  that  question  ...  so  strongly  am  I  impressed  with 
the  responsibility  that  I  have  been  almost  prepared  to  shrink  from 
ingaging  in  it.  .  .  .  If  my  views  of  the  importance  and  expense 
of  the  undertaking  and  of  the  responsibility  attached  to  it  be  cor¬ 
rect,  my  terms  for  the  days  actually  employed  for  one  year  .  .  . 
including  my  expenses  would  be  (blank)  dollars  per  day. 
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Messrs.  Winthrop  and  Sullivan  to  Salem  Towne 


Salem  Towne  Esq. 
Sir 


Boston 
Jan  23  1824 


The  great  responsibility  resting  on  us  as  well  from  our  situa¬ 
tion  as  Trustees  under  the  will  of  the  late  Mr  Bowdoin  as  from 
our  special  appointment  by  the  Supreme  Court  as  commissioners 
to  carry  into  effect  the  Decree  of  the  Court  for  the  cutting  and 
vending  the  wood  and  timber  on  that  entire  tract  on  Naushon 
designated  in  the  report  of  the  Commissioners  of  survey,  makes 
us  particularly  anxious  that  every  step  taken  in  the  execution 
of  our  duty  and  by  those  employed  by  us  should  be  found  to  stand 

the  test  of  the  severest  scrutiny. 

•> 

.  .  .  We  desire  therefore  that  you  should  proceed  without  de¬ 
lay  to  lay  out  in  50  acre  lots  such  a  portion  of  that  part  of  the  wood 
which  in  your  judgement  should  be  first  cut,  as  will  yield  that  num¬ 
ber  of  cords.  And  that  after  due  inquiry  in  the  back  country  to 
find  the  best  hands,  you  should  engage  a  sufficient  number  on  the 
most  favorable  terms  to  accomplish  the  work. 

It  is  of  the  first  importance  that  a  Foreman  be  selected  to 
direct  and  control  the  laborers  every  way  competent  to  the  busi¬ 
ness. 
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You  will  accordingly  employ  such  an  one  to  be  constantly 
with  them. 

We  think  it  would  be  best  to  take  the  lots  in  succession  be¬ 
ginning  with  No  1  and  to  employ  your  whole  strength  in  that 
way.  You  are  authorized  to  engage  an  experienced  shipbuilder 
from  one  of  the  neighboring  towns,  to  select  every  stick  suitable 
for  shipbuilding,  which  you  will  cause  to  be  carefully  marked 
and  allowed  to  stand  until  it  can  [be]  conveniently  felled. 

As  to  the  mode  of  feeding  the  men,  whether  it  can  be  done 
cheapest  and  with  least  loss  of  time  by  boarding  them  in  one  or 
more  of  the  families  on  the  island  or  by  the  erection  of  temporary 
huts  and  furnishing  them  with  provisions  or  allowing  them  to 
furnish  themselves,  you  will  in  your  direction  make  such  an  ar¬ 
rangement  as,  after  inquiry,  shall  appear  to  you  most  for  the 
interest  of  the  Estate. 

...  It  is  desireable  that  the  income  from  the  wood  should  be 
looked  to  for  funds  to  defray  the  expenses,  as  far  as  arrangements 
can  be  made  to  wait  for  money  from  this  source  contracts  may 
therefore  be  made  with  the  laborers  for  deferring  the  payment  of 
all  or  a  principal  part  of  their  wage  till  the  next  autumn. 

...  It  will  be  your  particular  care  [to]  provide  against  inju¬ 
ries  by  the  workmen  to  any  part  of  the  property  on  the  island  and 
to  establish  all  necessary  regulations  for  that  purpose  and  for  the 
purpose  of  preventing  all  disorderly  conduct  and  collision  between 
your  laborers  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  island.  Finally  whether 
this  great  work  shall  be  protracted  through  great  number  of  years 
and  be  attended  with  great  anxiety  and  trouble  to  us,  or  on  the 
contrary,  be  accomplished  in  a  reasonable  time  and  be  conducted 
with  system,  energy  and  a  result  safe  and  creditable  to  us  the 
Commissioners  and  advantagous  to  the  Estate  must  depend  upon 
the  intellegence,  spirit  and  unswerving  exertions  of  a  faithful 
agent.  Such  an  one,  we  are  free  to  express,  we  think  we  have 
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found  and  therefore  look  forward  to  the  business  in  all  its  stages 
with  the  most  favorable  anticipations 

We  ever  respectfully 
Your  humble  Servt. 

Thos.  L.  Winthrop 
Rd.  [Richard]  Sullivan 


Salem  Towne  to  Gilbert  Lindley 

Charlton 

Dear  Sir  Feby.  16th  1824 

The  very  liberal  wages  I  have  engaged  to  pay  you  as  Fore¬ 
man  will,  as  I  told  you  at  the  time,  warrant  me  in  giving  you  some 
trouble  before  your  term  of  service  commences,  and  that  without 
offering  you  any  compensation.  You  observed  there  might  be 
some  wood  men  might  be  hired  near  you.  If  so  you  will  be 
authorized  to  hire  3  or  4  at  10  dollars  per  month  for  from  6  to  12 
months ;  the  latter  term  would  be  preferred.  Their  term  to  com¬ 
mence  when  they  start  at  the  Island.  A  reasonable  time  only  will 
be  allowed  to  get  there  and  they  must  be  prudent  in  their  expenses 
down,  which  I  expect  to  pay.  They  must  start  [in  order]  to  be  at 
New  Bedford  the  27th  inst.  or  the  17th  of  March  with  you 
Gilbert  Lindley  Yours  in  haste 

Salem  Towne 


Oxford 

Gen.  Towne  Feb'  20th  1824 

Sir;  I  have  sent  you  a  man  by  the  name  of  [Berrier]  Austin 
who  is  wishing  for  work.  If  you  and  he  can  agree  on  the  hire  I 
think  he  will  suit  well  as  he  is  a  steady  likely  man  and  a  good 
workman  with  an  ax 

from  Yours  Gilbert  Lindley 

It  is  not  recorded  that  Lindley  came  to  the  island  as  foreman. 
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Boston 

Hon.  Salem  Towne  Jr.  March  31st  1824 

Dear  Sir 

I  received  by  mail  your  letter  of  the  23d  inst.  agreable  to 
your  request  have  made  several  enquiries  respecting  the  price  of 
ship  timber.  F or  the  small  timber  delivered  here  the  price  is  from 
six  to  ten  dollars  if  large  from  twelve  to  twenty  four  dollars  per 
ton.  The  Navy  agent  for  this  district  is  purchasing  timber  of  all 
dimensions  and  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  it  is  adviseable  to  delay 
making  any  contracts  until  you  can  have  an  interview  with  him. 
I  hope  this  may  reach  you  before  you  leave  Naushon  Island. 

In  some  haste  I  remain 

Dear  Sir  Your  Obt  Servt. 
Thomas  L.  Winthrop 

Falmouth 

Gen.  Towne  April  20  1824 

Sir: 

Agreable  to  your  request  I  have  taken  a  partial  view  of  the 
timber  on  Naushon  Island.  I  find  there  is  a  large  tract  of  the 
best  timber  land  I  have  seen  in  this  part  of  the  country  say  timber 
suitable  for  ships  from  three  to  four  hundred  tons  and  a  good 
chance  to  get  a  quantity  of  knees  and  long  straight  timber  that 
will  cut  from  twenty  five  to  thirty  five  feet  in  length  &  from  eight 
to  twelve  inches  thick.  The  timber  is  white  oak  and  yellow  bark  oak. 

Respectfully  Yours 

E.  Swift 

Boston 

Gen.  Salem  Towne  Jr.  April  13th  1824 

Sir: 

We  have  concluded  it  would  be  best  to  erect  a  house  suitable 
for  lodging  and  boarding  the  wood  cutters  at  work  under  your 
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direction  on  Xaushon  Island.  The  average  travel  of  the  men  is 
near  three  miles  per  day  it  is  important  to  save  as  far  as  prac¬ 
ticable  by  the  erection  of  a  cheap  tenement  as  near  as  possible 
to  the  center  of  the  business.  As  the  building  is  designed  for 
temporary  use  its  cost  should  not  exceed  what  is  necessary  to  fit 
it  for  its  particular  purposes  winter  and  summer.  Three  hundred 
dollars  would  probably  cover  the  whole  expense.  You  will  there¬ 
fore  plan  to  cause  such  a  house  to  be  erected  with  all  expedition 
either  on  contract  or  otherwise  as  you  shall  think  proper  and  have 
it  suitably  furnished  —  a  man  and  his  wife  to  be  employed  to 
keep  the  house  imder  your  direction  or  take  the  men  to  board  as 
vou  may  find  to  be  most  economical. 

With  much  esteem 

Thos.  L.  Winthrop 
R.  Sullivan 

Boston  May  20th  1824 

Dear  Sir 

I  enclose  an  engagement  on  the  part  of  Mr  Winthrop  and 
myself  to  pay  you  the  compensation  for  your  services  agreably 
to  your  proposals. 

I  am  dear  Sir  very  Respectfully 
Your  Obt.  Send.  R.  Sullivan 

At  this  point  the  Letter  Book  ends  and  nothing  more  is  known 
of  the  plans  for  wood  cutting.  For  the  results  we  turn  to  the 
Accoimt  Book.* 

When  the  wood  choppers  had  come  and  gone,  leaving  behind 
them  a  great  denuded  area,  the  island  returned  to  its  peaceful 
routine.  Many  vessels  still  stopped  at  the  Cove  and  vegetables, 
meat  and  cheese  were  still  in  demand,  but  the  farms  were  on  the 
wane.  Those  at  the  French  Watering  Place  and  the  Hollow  F arm 
were  abandoned. 


*See  Appendix. 
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Some  time  between  1830  and  1836  William  W.  Swain  of  New 
Bedford  was  appointed  agent  in  charge  of  the  property.  In  1836 
he  made  a  report  to  the  proprietor  which  will  give  a  picture  of 
Naushon  as  it  was  when  this  history  closes. 

1836 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  W.  W.  Swain 
Who  Had  the  Island  in  Charge,  to  the  Proprietor 

Nashaun,  Oct.  21,  1836 

“My  Dear  Sir, 

“I  have  read  the  notices  of  the  Island  and  parts  adjacent 
from  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Society  [above  quoted],  with 
a  good  deal  of  interest,  and  subjoin  a  list  of  stock  on  Nashaun  in 
June  of  this  year,  with  such  remarks  as  occur  to  me  likely  to  be 
useful  on  your  estate.  22  horses,  mares  and  colts  —  52  head  of 
beef  cattle  —  6  working  oxen  —  17  cows,  11  calves  —  1101  sheep, 
154  lambs.  This  part  of  the  Island  is  capable  of  supporting,  in 
ordinary  seasons  and  in  its  present  condition,  somewhere  about 
2500  sheep,  80  to  a  hundred  head  of  cattle  and  cows,  and  20  or 
30  horses.  The  summer  pasturage  is  ordinarily  abundant  for  a 
much  larger  number  of  both  cattle  and  sheep,  and  in  good  grass 
seasons,  sufficient  winter  fodder  may  be  procured  for  more  stock 
than  is  now  kept.  The  soil  of  the  island  being  a  light  loam,  in  dry 
season  the  crop  of  grass  is  materially  diminished,  but  with  fre¬ 
quent  rains  the  growth  is  very  luxuriant,  and  may  be  cut  in  the 
glades  and  open  places  of  the  forest  and  out  on  the  pastures. 

“The  average  weight  of  wool  to  a  sheep  is  more  than  what  is 
stated  in  the  vol.  sent;  they  yield  3  lbs.  There  are  nine  houses 
on  the  property,  viz.  one  with  a  barn  and  salt  store  on  Nanamesset, 
one  on  Onkatomka,  and  a  barn  and  salt  store  with  1500  feet  of 
salt  works  in  operation,  producing  1200  bushels  of  salt  annually. 
On  the  main  island  are,  first,  the  Mansion  House,  built  in  1810, 
a  spacious  and  well  arranged  house,  50  feet  square,  with  good 


456 


Early  History  of  Natjshon  Island 


water  and  every  other  convenience  around  it,  and  affording  one 
of  the  most  delightful  and  healthy  summer  residences  in  New 
England;  the  view  from  the  elevated  and  airy  location  of  this 
house  is  not  surpassed  by  any  on  our  sea  coast.  The  dairy  or  farm 
house  is  about  forty  rods  distant  from  the  Mansion  House,  and 
has  around  it  large  barns  and  outbuildings  sufficient  to  accoma- 
date  the  stock.  Two  at  Tarpawling  Cove,  one  of  them,  the  tavern, 
stands  on  the  west  side  —  a  house  about  the  middle  of  the  west 
end  of  the  island,  called  the  cottage ;  one  near  the  south  side  called 
the  Hollow  Farm,  not  now  occupied,  and  one  at  the  west  side  near 
Robinsons’  Hole;  all  these  houses  have  barns  and  other  con¬ 
venient  out-buildings  around  them.  Nanamesset  is  fed  by  your 
stock,  a  small  part  of  Onkatomka  is  united,  and  the  tenant  keeps 
two  cows  and  a  few  sheep.  Tarpawling  Cove  farm  is  about  150 
acres,  keeps  about  120  sheep,  two  pair  of  oxen,  four  horses  and  as 
many  cows ;  —  the  west  end  tenant  has  250  sheep,  one  horse,  three 
cows,  and  a  pair  or  two  of  oxen.  There  are  about  300  acres  rented 
on  this  farm  —  the  bridges  were  built  about  1828,  and  are  in  good 
repair.  From  the  Mansion  House,  New  Bedford  is  about  15  miles 
distant,  in  a  N.W.  direction;  Newport  west  45  or  50  miles;  Ed- 
gartown  S.E.  15  miles;  Falmouth  town  E.N.E.  6  miles;  Wood- 
ville  2  miles;  and  from  New  York  230  miles  W.  by  S.;  Nashaun 
is  70  miles  south  of  Boston,  and  by  the  Taunton  Railroad,  via 
New  Bedford,  and  the  Nantucket  steamboat,  which  passes  by 
the  east  end  of  the  island,  passengers  can  be  landed  in  eight  hours. 
A  survey  for  a  continuation  of  the  Boston  and  Taunton  Railroad 
to  New  Bedford  is  already  made,  and  when  completed  will  abridge 
the  time  an  half  hour. 

“This  is  but  a  hasty  and  imperfect  sketch,  made  in  an  interval 
of  the  hunt,  lest  you  might  want  some  data  before  I  can  command 
leisure  to  make  it  more  full,  and  put  it  into  some  form. 

“The  late  Mr  Bowdoin,  who  had  resided  many  years  in  France 
and  Italy,  was  of  the  opinion  that  the  island  was  well-calculated 
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for  the  growth  of  the  Mulberry  tree;  and  there  can  be  no  doubt 
that  the  locust  might  be  raised  in  any  quantity  on  these  islands, 
as  several  groups  of  those  trees  are  now  flourishing  there.” 

Although  the  Bowdoin  estate  owned  the  island  until  1843,  the 
coming  of  “Governor”  Swain  brought  in  a  new  era  and  the  de¬ 
velopment  of  the  island  as  a  summer  home  began  and  has  con¬ 
tinued  to  this  day.  Therefore  with  his  coming  the  first  volume  of 
Naushon  history  must  close. 

The  reader  who  has  hoped  to  have  his  memory  refreshed  by 
island  scenes  and  his  heart  warmed  by  a  living  picture  of  Naushon 
in  the  old  days  will  feel  that  he  has  been  shown  but  the  bare  bones 
of  facts  and  figures,  dates  and  names.  I  have  followed  where  my 
material  has  led,  and  this  has  not  been  through  beechwood  paths 
and  sunny  hollows  and  desert  hills,  but  through  dusty  papers  and 
blackened  records. 
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Chart  of  Ownership  of  Naushon 

Thomas  Mayhew  and  Matthew  Mayhew  his  son 
1654-1682  (25  years) 


Wait  Winthrop 
1682-1717  (35  years) 


John  Winthrop,  F.R.S.  and  Ann  Winthrop  m.  Thomas  Lechmere 

1717-1730  (13  years) 

i 

James  Bowdoin  (I) 

1730-1747  (17  years) 

i  r 

William  Bowdoin  and  James  Bowdoin  (II)  Governor 
1747-1773  1747-1790  (43  years) 


Sarah  married  Hon.  James  Bowdoin  (III)  Elizabeth  m. 

1773  1790-1811  (21  years)  Sir  John  Temple 

Had  no  children 


Elizabeth  Bowdoin  m.  Sir  John  Temple 


James  Temple  Bowdoin* 
1811-1842 


Elizabeth  B.  Temple 
m.  Thomas  L.  Winthrop 


James  T.  Bowdoin 


James  Winthrop  Bowdoin* 
(died  in  1833) 


*  Adopted  name  of  Bowdoin. 
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Occupancy  of  Farms 


Date  Dairy 

Tarpaulin 

Nonamesset 

Other  Farms 

1684 

Anthony  Blaney 
1684-1702 

1699  John  Weeks 

Joseph  Fuller 

1699-1719 

1699-1729 

1702  Farm  House  built 

Caleb  Ray 
1699-1704 

William  Weeks 
Shubael  Weeks 
Ebenezer  Weeks 

1729  Isaac  Robinson 

Joseph  Fuller 
Thomas  Fuller 

1750(?)  Farm  House  built 

Zaccheus  Lumbert 

William  Robinson 

Robert  Hatch 

(E.  side  of  Cove) 

West  End 

(m.  Joanna  Weeks) 
Zephaniah  Robinson 

1750-1800 

1760 

Nonamesset  House  William  Butler 

Isaac  Robinson 

built 

Hollow  Farm 

1767-1774 

Paul  Robinson 

1775 

Elisha  Nye 

1760-1817 

(m.  Mehit.  Rob’n) 

(m.  Nabby  Weeks) 

1776 

1784 

Tavern  built 

John  Nye 

(m.  Tamar  Weeks) 

1790 

Nathan  Weeks 

Shadrach  Rob’n 

(Hermitage) 

West  End 

1794  William  Putnam 

Shadrach  Rob’n 

1794-1806 

John  Robinson 

1800  Samuel  Robinson 

Samuel  Robinson 

Thomas  Robinson 

1801-1806 

West  End 

1802  Baalis  Bullard 

Zephaniah  Rob’n 

1802-1810 

1805 

Seth  Robinson 

Uncatena  House 
Erving  and  Corn. 
West  End 
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Date 


Dairy 


Tarpaulin 


Nonamesset  Other  Farms 


1809  Barnabas  Chadwick 
1809-1815 


1810 

Louis  Calot 
1810-1815 
Woodward 
Pardon  Gifford 
Leonard  Gifford 
Otis  Lake 
1815  Louis  Calot 
1824 

1831 

1830-1840 

Pardon  Gifford 
Leonard  Gifford 
Woodward 
Otis  Lake 


1840  Richard  Luce 


John  Nye  David  Tilton  Shadrach  Rob’n 

1784-1809  (m.Jedidah  Rob’n)  Hollow  Farm  ? 

Elnathan  Rowley 
Fr.  Watering  PL 

Shadrach  Rob’n  William  Bradley 
John  Robinson 


Oliver  Grinnell 

Gen.  Salem  Towne  in  charge  of  Wood  Choppers  at  West  End 

Berrier  Austin 

Asa  Johnson  West  End 

1831-1836 


Elisha  Robinson 

Wm.  R.  Slocum  William  Bradley 
Oing  Eldredge  (  ?) 


Oliver  Grinnell 


Erving  Robinson 
Cornelius  Robins’n 
West  End 
Elri.  Brownell 
Uncatena 

Simeon  Hamblin 


Dates  of  Buildings 

Farm  House  (I)  earliest,  near  Upper  Wharf,  if  such  a  house  existed.  It 
was  probably  built  about  1680.  Facts  unknown. 


Tarpaulin  Cove  Inn 

in  existence  1696 

Farm  House  (II) 

built  1702 

Hollow  Farm  House 

1740  ?  exact  date  not 

known 

Farm  House  (III) 

66  1751  «  «  “ 

66 

West  End  House 

u  u 

66 

Light  House  at  Tarpaulin  Cove 

“  1759 

Nonamesset  House 

“  1760  or  1769 

House  on  east  side  Cove 

(Zaccheus  Lumbert) 

built  between  1760  and  1775 

464 


Early  History  of  Naushon  Island 


Revolutionary  Barracks 

1776 

Tarpaulin  Cove  House 

built 

1784 

The  Hermitage,  Log  Cabin  east  side  Cove 

1790  exact  date  not  known 

Upper  Wharf 

built 

1803 

Salt  Works  (Nonamesset) 

66 

1805 

Uncatena  House  built  between 

1805-1810 

Salt  Works  (Uncatena) 

u 

1805-1810 

House  west  of  French  Watering  Place 

«  «  a 

Mansion  House 

built 

1809 

Cottages  at  Cottage  Lot 

built  by  Salem  Towne 

66 

1824 

Wharf  at  Kettle  Cove 

66 

1824 

U.  S.  Government  Light  House 

66 

1818  new  Tower  built  1891 

Uncatena  Bridge 

66 

1828 

Indians  whose  names  have  been  mentioned  in  connection  with 

the  Elizabeth  Islands: 

1654  Seayk  Sachem  of  Monument 

1678 

William  Numacke 

Cachakanossett 

Nomyuan  Numacke 

Jonas 

Webacowet 

Quaquaquinegat 

Washamwatt 

Quaquaquigett 

James  Nashcompait 

1666  Quaquajacset  Sachem 

Pehtauattook 

1668  Jos.  Nopisqan 

Jannohquissoo 

Wanookkasunnet 

1682  Sampson  Nequassumman 

1678  Old  Hope  of  Manomet 

1698 

Asa 

Daniel  Shohkaw 

Sampson 

Comucke 

Abigail  Sekitchahkomun 

Thomas  Antiko  (sometimes 

Undequit 

spelled  Nantiko) 

1704 

Joshua  Chamuck 

Job  Antiko 

Alw  (Indian  woman) 

James  Antiko 

Recorded  Number  of  Coastwise  Vessels 

Passed  through  Vineyard  Sound  in  the  year  ending  June, 
1829,  total,  11,653. 
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Passed  through  Vineyard  Sound  in  the  year  ending  1830, 
12,603. 

Passed  Cuttyhunk  in  three  months  in  1851,  182  ships,  544 
brigs,  4,991  schooners,  954  sloops,  5  steamers.  Total,  6,676  in 
three  months,  which,  if  this  rate  continued,  would  be  26,704  for 
the  year,  or  an  average  of  about  73  per  day. 


GENEALOGIES 


Mayhew  Family 

Thomas  Mayhew * 

1592-1682 

Hannah  m.  Thomas  Daggett  Thomas  Mayhew  Martha  m.  Thomas  Tupper 
1635  1620-1657  1642-1719 

Matthew  Mayhew 
1648-1710 

Winthrop  Family 

Governor  John  Winthrop 
1588-1649 
John  Winthrop,  Jr. 

1606-1676 

Fitz-John  Winthrop  Wait  Still  Winthrop 

1638-1707  1642-1717 

John  Winthrop  (F.R.S.)  Ann 

1681-1747  m.  Thomas  Lechmere 

John  Still  Winthrop 
Thomas  Lindall  Winthrop 
m.  Elizabeth  B.  Temple 
James  Bowdoin  Winthrop 
changed  his  name  to 
James  Bowdoin 

*  Names  in  italics,  those  who  lived  at  Naushon. 
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Bowdoin  Family 


Pierre  Baudoin 
-1706 

James  Bowdoin  (I) 

1678-1748 

Mary  William  James  (II)  Governor  Elizabeth  Judith 

1713-1773  1726-1790  1750-1809  (?) 

m.  Sir  John  Temple 
Sarah  married  James  (III)  Honorable 

1752-1811 


James  and  Sarah  had  no  children. 

Sir  John  Temple*  m.  Elizabeth  Bowdoin 


James  Bowdoin  Temple 
who  changed  his  name  to 
James  T.  Bowdoin 
1776-1842 
James  T.  Bowdoin 
b.  1819 


Elizabeth  B.  Temple 
m.  Thomas  Lindall  Winthrop 
James  Bowdoin  Winthrop 
changed  name  to 
James  W.  Bowdoin 
died  1833 


William 

1645-1716 


William  Weekes  or  Weexes 
d.  1689 
John  Weeks 
1655-1719 

m.  Mary  Rowley  1675 
John  William  Elizabeth 


1678 

1680 

1683 

Shubael 

Ebenezer 

Abigail 

Mehitable 

Mary 

1685 

1688 

■  1690 

1693 

1696 

m.  Mercy  Prince 

Nathan  Jesse 

1713-1790  1714-1801 

m.  Remember  Lawrence 

Tamar  Rebecca 


David  (  ?) 
1716  (?) 
m.  Honor  (  ) 
Abisha 


m.  John  Nye  (1774)  m.  Samuel  Robinson  (1780)  1752 


Joanna 

1718 

m.  Robert  Hatch  1736 
Prince  Joanna 

1750  1753 


*  Temple:  First  of  this  family  Leofric,  Earl  of  Mercia,  husband  of  Countess 
Godiva,  founder  of  Monastery  at  Coventry.  Chiefly  instrumental  in  raising 
Edward  the  Confessor  to  the  throne,  as  also  his  successor,  Harold  II.  Died 
in  1059. 
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The  Ere  mark  that  John  Weeks  jr.  gives  his  cretuers  is  tow 
cuts  the  under  side  of  the  Left  ere.  1726 

The  ear  mark  that  William  Weeks  Junior  gives  his  creatures 
is  a  hapeany  the  fore  sides  of  the  Left  Ear.  October  15,  1713. 


At  a  County  Court  held  at  Barnstable  June  24,  1690 
These  men  under  named  took  ye  oath  of  a  freeman: 

Jonathan  Hatch  Sr.  John  Genkins  Jonathan  Hatch  Jr. 

Moses  Rowley  John  Weeks  Pr.  Joseph  Lothrop 

The  “Uncle  Bisha”  spoken  of  as  at  the  Naushon  Farm  in  1815 
may  be  Abisha  Weeks,  possibly  a  nephew  of  Nathan  Weeks. 
Abisha  Weeks  was  a  member  of  the  companies  of  both  Grannis 
and  Nye  during  the  Revolution  and  while  listed  on  the  Rolls  as 
of  Barnstable  it  is  possible  that  he  was  born  and  brought  up  at 
the  Cove  and  was  at  the  Dairy  Farm  as  an  old  man  when  men¬ 
tioned  as  Uncle  Bisha  by  James  Winthrop. 

The  “Miss  Weeks”  spoken  of  in  1810  may  be  Deliverance 
Weeks  who  appears  in  the  Falmouth  Church  records  “as  pro¬ 
pounded  and  admitted  in  1811.” 
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Branches  of  the  Robinson  Family  Connected  with  Naushon 


Zephaniah 
1729-1805 
m.  1  Anna  Hatch 
2  Jedidah  West 


Thomas  m.  Mary, 
1703 


Paul 

1737-1817 

d.  at  Nonamesset 

Mary 

1738 


Shadrach 

1757-1841 

m.  Deborah  Robinson 

Thomas 

1760 

m.  Jedidah  Davis 
Zephaniah ,  Jr. 
1766-1827 

m.  Hannah  Davis  1787 

Cornelius 

1768 

m.  Fear  Gifford  1792 

Isaac 

1771 

Stephen 

1773 

m.  Polly  Gifford  1796 

Seth 

1781 

Paul 


John 

1781 

Jedidah 

1783 

m.  David  Tilton  1806 


'Zephaniah 

1793 

William 

1795 

Erving  (Arvin) 
1801  * 

Ellis 

1805 

Cornelius 

1807 

l 


1785-1846 

m.  Abigail  Weeks  1804 

Samuel 

1758-1845 

m.  Rebecca  Weeks 

1780 

Polly 


Peter  (  ?)  m.  f~ I  saac 

1  Martha  Greeni  1730-1814 


1727 

2  Ruth  Fuller 


m.  1760 
Mary  Robinson 
J738 


Meribah 
-  1762 

m.  Ebenezer  Gifford 

Elisha 

1763 

Lost  6  children 
„at  Naushon 


Note:  Samuel  Robinson  states  that  his  grandfather  was  William. 

Island  Book  states  that  Stephen  and  his  half  brother  Seth  were  sons  of 
Isiah  (Isaac?)  who  moved  Down  East  and  died  there. 
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Here  follows  a  typical  page  from  account  book  of  Salem 
Towne. 

Account  of  Sales  of  Wood  &  Timber  on  Naushon  Island 


1824  $ 

Apr.  28  To  1  crooked  oak  stick  of  wood 

4  small  butt  logs  taken  from  the  wood 

May  5th  12  cords  wood  sold  Uriah  Folger  Nantucket  56. 

2  cords  “  “  Jos.  Earle  “  10. 

1/2  “  “  “  Henry  Gardner  “  2.50 

2  “  “  “  Gideon  Worth  “  10. 

3  1/2  “  “  “  Grafton  Gardner  15.62 


19 

July  1 


10 


20 


Aug.  15 


Being  a  cargo  sent  by  Bartlett  Robinson  19  5/8  cords 
in  the  William  &  Mary  freight  7/8  per  cord. 

Sold  to  Henry  B.  Curtis  viz. 

By  Capt  Ezekiel  Snow 
By  Capt  Thos.  Sanford 
By  Capt  Bartlett  Robinson 
By  Capt  Jeremiah  Sweetser 
2  3/4  cords  beech  &  3  refuse 
total  cords  120  1/4 

sold  at  Providence  to  John  &  Sami.  Carlysle 
12  1/2  cords  wood  @  4.12^ 
to  Jas.  Wilder 

Cargo  sent  by  Capt  John  C.  Sanford 
Sold  1/5  cord  refuse  wood  to  Capt  Haskell 
Sold  to  Capt  Uriah  Coffin  3  cords  wood  at  Cove 
Sent  to  Tristram  Hussey  &  son  197  95/100  cords 

Sold  at  Newport  to  Stephen  De  Blois  16f  cords 
carried  by  Capt  Joshua  Snow  sloop  Mentor 
Sold  De  Blois  1  load  by  Wm.  Nye  Jr.  in 
sloop  Amilia 

Sold  Stephen  T.  Northam  1  load  of  wood  by 

sloop  Nancy  Capt  Tho.  Snow 

Sold  Capt  Ward  Parker  Woods  Hole 


c. 

06 

81 


94.12 


631.13 

49.72 

29.68 

50 

12. 


77.75 

106.19 


98.23 
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3  beech  &  2  pieces  white  oak  1  hornbim  6  ft  long 

1.50 

2  white  oak  pieces  6  by  10  inches  square  8  ft  long 

1. 

Aug.  19 

Sold  to  Capt.  Thos.  Mayhew  Jr  Edgartown  a  small  lot 

of  refuse  wood  3|  cords 

7.50 

21 

Sold  to  Capt  Ward  Parker  &  Capt  Wm.  Bradley 

32  cords  refuse  wood 

72. 

45  spiles  for  wharf  4  oak  &  41  beech  sent  by 

David  Allin  to  Nantucket 

11.25 

23 

Sold  Tho.  Snow  &  Wm.  Nye  18  cords  beech 

wood  at  the  wharf 

63. 

24 

Uriah  Coffin  refuse  and  cord  wood 

21.50 

Sept.  1 

Sent  by  David  Allin  1  load  wood  to  Nantucket 

10 

E.  Cannon  of  Mattapoisett  19.  24  timber 

93.06 

15 

Sold  Uriah  Coffin  4  cords  refuse 

9. 

Sold  Wm.  Dunham  9  sticks  wood  for  boat 

1.50 

In  the  account  of  sales  of  wood  appear  the  following  names 


of  captains  and  vessels : 

Capt  Pease 

sloop  Sarah  Porter 

Nantucket 

Capt  Jonathan  Baker 

“  Leader 

John  Geyer  16  oak  sleep< 

srs  8  x  10 

4  sticks  about  6''  through  6  ft  long 

Elijah  Crowell 

schooner  Tabitha 

Capt.  William  Robinson 

sloop  Fame 

Capt  Chase 

Shoot  Fair  Polly 

Dennis 

Capt  John  Chase 

“  Salome 

Capt.  Asa  Kelly 

schooner  Rising  Sun 

Capt.  James  Howes 

“  Morning  Star 

Chatham 

Capt.  Nehemiah  Kelly 

sloop  Amizon 

Dennis 

Nathan  Gibbs 

“  Trial 

New  Bedford 

Oliver  Grinnell 

Holmes  Hole 

Uriah  Coffin 

Pilot  Boat 

Edgartown 

Capt.  James  Arey 

Schooner  Mary  &  Betsey 

Capt.  James  Howes 

“  Morning  Star 

Chatham 

Elisha  Howland 

sloop  Columbia 

Dennis 

John  Pinkham 

“  Julia 

Boothbay 

Ebenezer  Baker 

schooner  Betsey  &  Polly 

Dennis 

Edward  Kent 

“  Hannah 

Chatham 
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Allen  Bangs 

schooner  Two  Sisters 

Dennis 

Elijah  Baxter 

“  Molly 

a 

Capt.  Hardy 

sloop  Polly 

Chatham 

Erving  Robinson 

Woods  Hole 

Daniel  Stone 

«  « 

Asa  Kelley 

schooner  Only  Son 

Capt.  Hansel  K.  Handy 

sloop  Heroine 

Barnstable 

Capt.  Nathan  Magoon 

“  Eliza 

Nantucket 

Capt.  Ezra  Lewis 

“  Eclipse 

Capt.  Valentine  Pease 

brig  Planter 

Portsmouth 

Capt.  Thomas  Sparhawk 

sloop  Mechanic 

Chatham 

Capt.  Wm.  Workman 

“  Atlas 

New  York 

Capt.  Isaac  F.  Snow 

“  Enterprise 

Saco,  Me. 

Capt.  Wm.  Benson 

“  Charlotte 

Capt.  Barnabas  Baker 

schooner  Fair  Trader 

Dennis 

John  Waimer 

sloop  Resolution 

Westport 

Thomas  Smith 

“  Majestic 

Chatham 

Capt.  George  Moulton 

schooner  Success 

York,  Me. 

Capt.  Silas  Daggett 

pilot  boat 

Vineyard 

Capt.  Swain 

sloop  Experience 

Capt.  Godfrey 

schooner  Elinor 

Great  Egg  Harbor 

Capt.  Short 

“  Albert 

Newburyport 

Capt.  George  Joy 

ship  Boston 

Nantucket 

Capt.  Samuel  Robinson 

Sold  to  John  Geyer  delivered  at  the  light  house  Naushon  Island 
seven  cords  beech  wood. 


From  1830  to  1837  Asa  Johnson  was  customs  officer  and  store 
keeper  at  the  Cove.  Through  the  kindness  of  one  of  his  descend¬ 
ants  on  Martha’s  Vineyard  his  beautifully  kept  ledger  has  been 
read  and  from  it  the  following  extracts  have  been  taken. 

1830 

Leger  of  Asa  Johnson 
Keeper  of  Store  at  Tarpolin  Cove 
B.  Peneyman  Dr. 

June  30 — To  25  lambs  delivered  to  Mr  Whiting 
1830  Price  agreed  on  9/0  per  head 


$37.50 
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July  14 — To  19  lambs  brt.  by  Lewis  Davis 

$28.50 

July  8  1833 — To  21  lambs 

10/6 

$30.75 

Truman  Cottle  Dr. 

6  June — To  Cash  at  New  Bedford 

.75 

To  cash  at  New  Bedford 

1.00 

66  66  66  66  66 

.37 

To  cash 

2.00 

Oct.  21  Bal.  due  Mr  Cottle 

$5.12 

Acct.  of  Boating 

To  1  trip  to  New  Bedford  with  ship  to  June 

3.00 

June 

1 — To  do  with  Capt.  Howland 

3.00 

1831 

Tarpaulin  Cove 

Sept.  8th.  1831 

George  A.  Swett 

10— 

To  Cash 

5.00 

66  66 

7. 

19— 

To  62  yds  Duck 

1.30 

to  1  yd.  cotton  cloth 

.14 

to  7  “  “  “ 

1. 

to  making  2  sheets 

.50 

24— 

To  cash 

2. 

to  paying  Beeker  &  Godard  New  Bedford 

37.00 

Oct. 

13— 

To  cash  at  New  Bedford 

1.00 

to  cash  to  the  Vineyard 

4.00 

to  cash  to  Woods  Hole 

15.00 

20— 

66  66  66  66  66 

1.00 

25— 

to  cash  when  we  were  to  Matapoiset 

15.00 

Nov. 

28  1831 — To  filling  your  (  ) 

1.25 

Dec. 

16  — To  2  south  west  hats 

3.00 

To  1  pr.  fine  stockings 

.75 

To  1  corn 

.50 

to  1  wigg 

.33 
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4.00 

1.20 

Nov.  2  1831  Tarpaulin  Cove 
Received  of  Benjamin  Rodman  &  Charles  Grinnell 
3  anchors  weighing  as  follows 
No.  1 — B.  Rodman  1265  Dr.  to  cash  paid  for 

2 —  C.  Grinnell  849  trucking  &  weighing  it 

3 —  C.  Grinnell  497  New  Bedford  2.75 

freight  to  T.  Cove  2.50 

Account  Book  of  Asa  Johnson 


1835  - 1837 

1835 

William  W.  Swain  Dr. 

To  the  expense  of  the  hunt  Oct.  1835 

14  meals  @  50  7.00 

1836 

Wednesday  Oct.  19th.  Hunt  13  meals  6.50 

To  Friday  21  East  Drivers  meals  9  meals  4.50 

To  2  bottles  cider  pt.  Brandy  .75 


Brig  Wm.  &  Joseph 

(In  1840  Brig  was  wrecked  in  Atlantic  4  men  lost) 
Nov.  23 

1836  18|  lb.  beef  1.48 

2  qts.  oil  .62 

1  bu.  potatoes  .25 

1  doz.  matches  .03 


$  6.00 
2.00 
2.69 
2.00 


Tarpaulin  Cove,  1836 

Elisha  Robinson  Dr. 

Credited  1836 
By  6  pr.  Turkeys 
“  29  W.  Geese 
“16  hens 

By  use  the  team  2  days 
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Superior  Pilot  Boat 


■J  bu.  potatoes 
2  cords  wood 


.25 

12.00 


Bill  delivered  to  Capt.  Doggett 


Sales  at  Auction 


Acct.  of  Live  Oak 
Main  boom  to  J.  A.  Jones* 


10.00 


Pages  from  another  account  book  kept  from  1839  to  1841  at 
the  Naushon  Farm  give  some  valuable  hints  as  to  the  incumbents 
at  the  various  farms,  the  crops  which  they  raised  and  their  chief 
occupations. 

At  the  West  End  was  Berrier  Austin,  the  axman  from 
Charlton  hired  by  Salem  Towne  to  cut  wood  at  the  West  End 
in  1824.  At  Nonamesset  were  Oliver  Grinnell  and  later  William 
Bradley.  Richard  Luce  may  have  been  at  the  F arm  House  with 
Pardon  Gifford.  Stephen  Robinson  was  at  the  Cottage  Lot, 
Wm.  R.  Slocum  at  the  Cove  and  Elri  Brownell  at  Uncatena. 

Wood  was  still  being  cut  and  loaded  on  coasting  sloops  and 
schooners  at  Kettle  (or  Kittle)  Cove,  for  points  along  the  neigh¬ 
boring  shores.  Wool  was  the  chief  crop,  but  salt  and  cheese  were 
sold  in  considerable  quantities. 


1838  Account  of  Wood  on  Hand 

Nov.  24  121  cords  at  the  Cove 


20  1/2  at  North  Wharf 
2  1/2  at  Lower  Landing 
5  in  Cottage  Woods 


*  James  Athern  Jones  of  Martha’s  Vineyard,  historian  and  author,  inter¬ 
ested  in  perpetuating  the  legends  of  the  Gay  Head  Indians. 
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Memorandum  of  Stock  of  1838 
No  of  old  mares 

7 

No  of  Oxen 

6 

Young  horses  as  old  as  4  yrs. 

3 

“  “  Cows 

10 

Young  horses 

7 

Young  Cattle 

22 

Stud  horses 

1 

Carves 

8 

Coalts 

3 

No  of  Sheep 

1387 

21 


Stebbin  Robisin 

1  year  wrent  due  March  25  1840 

$  25. 

1  “  “  “  “  “  1841 

$  25. 

By  foddering  Stock  at  the  Cottage  (Lot) 

5. 

“  mending  fence  at  Hollow  farm 

5. 

“  cutting  hay  at  Cottage 

10. 

by  foddering  Stock  at  Cottage 

5. 

Wm.  R.  Slocum 

Mar.  25  To  1  years  rent  for  Cove  farm 

300. 

May  1  Oxen  come  to  keep 

“  26  Cow  come  to  keep 

Aug.  18  Cow  went  away 

For  keeping  Oxen  6  months 

10. 

«  “  cow  2  “ 

1.35 

1841 

By  making  50  rods  of  wall 

50. 

June  by  one  barrel  of  sider  at 

4.75 

««  ^  «  «  «  « 

3. 

by  soing  haysede  at  the  west  end 

2.50 

July  By  16  days  haying  at  the  west  end 

24. 

(1839)  W.  R.  Slocum 

1  yr.  rent  of  Cove  farm 

Simeon  Hamlin  [evidently  a  carpenter]  300. 

Elry  Brownel  [at  Uncatena] 

1  year  rent  due 


50. 
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1839 

Old  Naushon  Account  Book 
Naushon  Island  in  Account  with  Pardon  Gifford 
To  Berrier  Austin 

1841  Mar.  25  To  1  years  rent  Dew  Mar.  25  175. 

May  25  To  keeping  Stock  at  the  western  2.86 

To  20  lb.  of  cheese  at  5  cents  per  lb.  1. 

To  keeping  73  sheep  17  weeks  at  2  cents  per  head  24.82 

“  “  60  “  14  “  “  “  “  “  “  16.80 

Interest  2.49 


Mar.  25 

By  cutting  and  carting  70  1/2  chords  of  wood  at 
1.50  per  chord 

Making  8  wrods  of  wall  at  $1  per  Rod 
By  4  bu.  hay  seed  at  $1  per  bu. 

“  cutting  &  carting  200  rails 
“  making  25  loads  of  menure 
“  cutting  3  ton  of  hay 

“  5  days  work  mare  &  plow  at  50  cents  per  day 
“  2  1/2  days  shearing 

Oliver  Grinnell  commenced  living  on  Nonamessett 
Nov.  14,  1840 

Richard  Luce  Paid  1  years  rent  due  June  1  1840 

16  Head  of  Cattle  in  Cottage  Lot  May,  1839 
No  of  Cattle  out  on  the  Island  June  4  1839 
“  horses  in  Cottage  Lot  Dec.  1839 
“  of  Do  colts 

1839  William  Bradley 
Irvin  Robisin 
Oing  Eldredge 
Cornelious  Robisin 
Simeon  Hamlin 

9  Bushel  of  Salt  taken  from  the  Island  6th.  of 
December  20  1839  Salt  on  Hand  398  Bushels 
Salt  on  hand  136  1/2  Bus.  November  1  1840 
Salt  shipt  250  Bushels 


222.97 


107.75 

8. 

4. 

5. 
10. 

9. 

2.50 

3.55 


$20. 


16 

13 

2 

2  pig 
2  pig 
1  “ 
1  “ 
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1840  Memorandum  of  Sheep 

No  of  Sheep  of  all  sorts 

1127 

No  of  Lambs 

375 

No  of  Wedders 

227 

1502 

No  of  Wedders  sale  of 

115 

1387 

1840  Weight  of  Wool  sacks  for  year  1840 

89  lb. 

Cattle  out  on  the  Island  June  1st.  1840  . 

.  .20 

Memorandum  for  Sheep  for  June  12  1839 

No.  of  Sheep  of  all  sorts 

1155 

“  “  Lambs 

344 

Sold 

167 

1332 

Ewes 

703 

Wedders 

253 

Bucks 

51 

Area  of  Naushon  and  Its  Dependencies 

Naushon  proper  including  Goat  Neck 

- 

4817 

acres 

Nonamesset 

- 

377 

66 

Uncatena  including  Bull  Neck 

- 

138 

66 

East  Buck  Island  or  Veckatimest 

- 

18 

66 

West  Buck  Island  or  Monohansett 

- 

16 

66 

5366 

66 

Extreme  length  of  Naushon  including  Goat  Neck,  7 

miles 

“  “  “  Nonamessett  “  “  “  li 

66 

Extreme  length  84 

66 

Greatest  width  of  Naushon  at  any  one  point  If 

mile 

Least  “  “  “  “  “  “  “  4 

66 

Surveyed  by  Henry  Crapo  1838 
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MILITIA  MUSTER  ROLLS 


Captain  John  Grannis’  Company  Day  Roll  from  the  time  of 
enlisting  (June  25th)  to  the  last  day  of  December,  1775,  sta¬ 
tioned  at  Elizabeth  Island. 


Enlisted 

Time 

Wages 
per  Mo. 

Captain 

John  Grannis 

June  25 

6 

mo. 

22 

d. 

£5.  8.  0 

Lieutenant 
2nd  Lieut. 

*Elisha  Nye 

Stephen  Nye 

July  1 

ii 

6 

mo. 

a 

16 

d. 

3.12.  0 

3.  3.  0 

Sergeant 

Silas  Hatch 

June  27th 

6 

mo. 

20 

d. 

-.  2.  4 

ii 

Levi  Barlow 

July  8  th 

6 

mo. 

9 

d. 

tt 

it 

Shubal  Hatch 

“  4th 

6 

mo. 

13 

d. 

ii 

it 

Silas  Lawrence 

“  22nd 

5 

mo. 

23 

d. 

tt 

Corporal 

Prince  Hatch 

“  27 

6 

mo. 

20 

d. 

it 

it 

*Abisha  Weeks 

“  4 

6 

mo. 

13 

d. 

ii 

it 

a 

Drummer 

Silvanus  Jones 

Asaph  Swift 

John  Downing 

“  25 

ii  ii 

ii  ii 

5 

mo. 

a 

tt 

21 

d. 

ii 

it 

it 

Fifer 

David  Moors 

“  12 

6 

u 

5 

it 

Private 

Lot  Gifford 
Benjamin  Rowley 

July  4 

ii 

6 

it 

a 

13 

-.  1.16 
(( 

*Elnathan  Rowley 
Justis  Gifford 
Broadk  Dillingham 
Will  Sanford 


Silvanus  Dimock 

“  7 

6 

10 

Judah  Wing 

ii 

tt 

(( 

Nath  'Miller 

Andrew  Hatch 
*Robert  Hatch 

Benj.  Wyatt 

it 

it 

11 

Edmund  Wright 

“  19 

5 

26 

Jos.  Chadwick 

it 

it 

ii 

Daniel  Plunkett 

“  20 

ii 

ii 

Francis  Nye 

June  27 

6 

it 

Tho.  Shiverick 
Timothy  Weeks 

July  4 

it  a 

ii 

a 

Jabez  Dimock 

June  27 

it 

20 

Nathl.  Barnard 

*  Lived  on  Naushon. 

July  3 

6 

11 
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Abraham  Ingersol 

July 

3 

6 

11 

Nathl.  Bassett 

June 

27 

it 

20 

Ichabod  Hatch 

July 

24 

5 

21 

Silv.  Davis 

it 

20 

ii 

25 

Thos.  Swift 

it 

a 

if 

Lemuel  Tobey 

it 

4 

6 

13 

Sumner  Hatch 

a 

6 

6 

11 

William  Larkey 

a 

it 

ii 

if 

James  Withered 

a 

8 

ii 

9 

Nath.  Curtis 

a 

it 

ii 

ii 

Jona.  Chubbuck 

a 

it 

ii 

it 

William  Robertson 

Aug. 

5 

5 

10 

Isaac  Cottle 

July 

21 

ii 

24 

*Zaccheus  Lumbert 

a 

6 

6 

11 

Jona.  Nye 

June 

27 

ii 

20 

Asa  Pease 

a 

ii 

it 

ft 

Seth  Nye 

July 

4 

ii 

13 

Roll  of  men  who  joined  Captain  Grannis’  Company  from 
January  4  to  February  29,  1776,  and  from  June  to  September, 
1776,  additional  to  those  in  his  company  in  1775.  Many  of  his 
former  men  enlisted  in  Captain  Nye’s  company  and  these  and 
those  who  did  not  re-enlist  are  not  here  mentioned. 


Captain 

John  Grannis 

Benjamin  Handy 

Lieutenant  James  Blossom 

Seth  Cazley 

Sergeant 

Joseph  Gorham 

Benjamin  Burges 

Corporal 

William  Cochrane 

Jonathan  Burges 

tt 

Barnabas  Conant 

Timothy  Burges 

it 

Thomas  Conant 

Allen  Hovey 

Private 

Thomas  Swift 

Barnabas  Parker 

William  Howell 

Edward  Crowell 

Solomon  Weeks 

Michael  Crowell 

Robert  Weeks 

Solomon  Crowell 

Wally  Chadwick 

Zaccheus  Jenkins 

David  Weeks 

Joseph  Thomas 

Benjamin  Weeks 

Peter  Blossom 

Eli  Nobles 

James  Blossom,  Jr. 

Jonathan  Chadwick 

Peter  Crocker 

Asa  Taylor 

William  Crocker 
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Joseph  Bassett 

Jabez  Crocker 

Joseph  Haws 

Lemuel  Conant 

Heman  Hallet 

William  Hooks 

Barnabas  Chipman 

Caleb  Hamblin 

Roland  Gorham 

David  Curtis 

Joseph  Thatcher 

Jonathan  Howell 

Reuben  Hatch 

Richard  Smith 

Braddock  Dillingham 

Elisha  Goodspeed 

Barnabas  Sears 

Enoch  Hallett 

Enlisted  June 

to  September 

2nd  Lieut. 

Samuel  Hallet 

David  Goodspeed 

Corporal 

John  Conant 

Benj.  Buslev 

€t 

John  B aster 

Isaac  Ames 

Drummer 

John  Besse 

Simeon  Studlev 

Fifer 

Bradwiek  Weeks 

Edward  Studley 

Private 

David  Morey 

Jeremiah  Bray 

Nathaniel  Jenkins 

Chapman  Lomar 

Ephraim  Burges 

Job  Allen 

Ebenezer  Snow 

Silvanus  Snow 

Heman  Gage 

Zenius  Gage 

Joseph  Chipman 

Lot  Hadwav 

Ja.  Gifford 

Nathan  Fuller 

Jobaz  Dimuck 

Benjamin  Goodspeed 

Jedidah  Burges 

Joseph  Lumbart 

Nathaniel  Davis 

William  Swift 

Shuble  Wiscom 

Hezekiah  Eldredge 

Smith  Rogers 

Uriah  Nicholson 

Zaccheus  Hinkley 

Ebenezer  Sears 

Harkeules  Rogers 

Edward  Gage  (14  days) 

Prince  Hinkley 

Thoday  Baker  (14  days) 

Prince  Barse 

*Shadrack  Robinson 

Zuviel  Bourn 

(13  days) 

Thos.  Gage 

Thadeus  Coton  (4  days) 
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Mustek  Roll  of  tlie  Company  Commanded  by  Elisha  Nye 

in  1776 

Elisha  Nye,  Captain 


Stephen  Nye,  1st  Lieutenant 
Shubael  Hatch  1 

Nathaniel  Cobb  >  Sergeants 
Isaac  Gorham  ) 

Richard  Creach,  Drummer 

Elisha  Allen  (Sept.  1-Nov.  21,  1776 ) 
Ebenezer  Bacon 
Joseph  Bacon 
Thomas  Bacon 

Daniel  Bars  (Sept.  1-Nov.  21,  1776) 

Edmund  Bassett 

Nathaniel  Bassett 

Lot  Bassett  (Apr.  5- June  1,  1776) 

John  Bassett 

Samuel  Bunch 

John  Bourne 

Ebenezer  Clarke 

Edward  Cobb 

Ebenezer  Cobb 

John  Cobb 

Josiah  Crowell 

James  Downes 

Barnabas  Downes 

David  Dunham 

(Feb.  15-Feb.  29,  1776,  14  d.) 
Nathaniel  Ellis 
Eliakim  Gibbs 

(Sept.  1-Nov.  21,  1776,  2  mo.  21  d.) 
Jabez  Gibbs 

(Sept.  1-Nov.  21,  1776,  2  mo.  21  d.) 
Nathan  Gibbs 
Elisha  Hallet 
Robert  Hatch 
Uriah  Hatch 

Elihu  Hatch  (June  1-Nov.  21,  1776) 
Joseph  Hallet 
Amaziah  Harden 


William  Tobev,  2nd  Lieutenant 

Howes  Hallett  ) 

James  Witherly  >  Corporals 

David  Taylor  ) 

Nathaniel  Dillingham,  Fifer 

Andrew  Hedge  (June  1-Nov.  21,  1776) 

Sylvanus  Hinkley 

Abner  Hinkley 

Eleoney  Howes 

Edmund  Howes 

Eneos  Howes 

Sturgis  Howes 

Thomas  Howes 

Isaiah  Howes 

Elijah  Howes 

Noah  Howes 

Jonathan  Lumbard 

George  Lewis  (June  1-Nov.  21,  1776) 

Nathaniel  Matthews 

Jsacher  Nickerson 

Miller  Pain 

Jonathan  Phinney 

Isaac  Parker 

Richard  Robins 

Samuel  Robinson 

(Sept.  1-Nov.  21,  1776) 

Jonathan  Nye 
Christopher  Sears 
William  Sanford 
Elisha  Smith 
John  Taylor 
Ephraim  Norris 
Jonathan  Vincent 
Isaac  Vincant 
Nathan  Wing 

John  Wilts  (Sept.  1-Nov.  21,  1776) 
Nathaniel  Young 
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(Sept.  1-Nov.  21,  1776) 
Nymphas  Hinkley 
John  Russell 
Benjamin  Lothrop 
William  Tobey 
Shubel  Hatch 
Nathan  Cobb 
Samuel  Reynols 
David  Taylor 
Heman  Hinkley 
Nathaniel  Hall 
Micah  Hatch 
Abner  Howes 
Nathaniel  Wells 


Croker  Young 
Obed  Young 
Joshua  Nicholson 
Samuel  Ellis 
Benjamin  Lumbard 
Solomon  Barse 
Lemuel  Weeks 
Goreham  Easterbrook 
Ebenezer  Case 
John  Butler 
Prince  Hatch 
Com.  Bassett 
Jonathan  Cobb 


Captain  Elisha  Nye’s  company  stationed  at  Tarpaulin  Cove 
January  10  to  April  1,  1777,  not  including  men  listed  in  muster 
roll  of  Nye’s  company  as  given  for  June  to  September,  1776. 


Elisha  Nye 

Zaccheus  Hinkley 

Silas  Hatch 

Timothy  Crocker 

William  Cochrane 

Jashap  Shiverick 

Abisha  Weeks 

Silas  Tobey 

John  Cowin 

Ithuel  Gifford 

Benj.  Rowley 

Solomon  Hallet 

Justis  Gifford 

Samuel  Fish 

Prince  Hatch 

Prince  Fish 

Braddock  Weeks 

Lot  Hadway 

Thomas  Fish 

Benjamin  Wicort 

George  Parker 

Solomon  Crosby 

Solomon  Weeks 

Thomas  Growe 

Asaph  Swift 

Thomas  Hamblin 

Wally  Chadwick 

William  Howhel 

Silas  Lawrence 

Barzillai  Luce 

Noah  Fuller 

Isack  Barse 

Joseph  Lumbard 

Benjamin  Hallet 

Reuben  Chadwick 

Samuel  Lewis 

Thomas  Coleman 

Abner  Wright 

William  Crocker 

Nathaniel  Coleman 

Bathchen  Bacon 

James  Winless 

Angil  Young 

William  Lumbert 

Benjamin  Crocker 
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A 

Ashurst,  Sir  William 

120 

Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences  349 

Assowamset 

168 

Acastra 

327 

Athearn,  E.  Simon 

108, 109 

Azores 

22,31 

Atkins,  Thomas 

430 

Active,  sloop 

341 

Aurora,  brig 

338 

Actress,  brig 

309 

Austin,  Berrier 

442,  452 

Acushnet 

305 

Austin,  Capt.  William 

376 

Adams,  Abraham 

210 

Ayllon,  Lucas  Vasquez  de 

18, 19 

Adams,  President 

408 

Aylmer,  Capt. 

329 

Addington,  Isaac 

Aylwin,  Hon.  William  C. 

82, 148 

106,  206,  211,  212,  232,  234,  246 

Ayscouch,  J  ames 

263 

Adventure  Galley 

233,  237,  240,  242 

Africa,  snow 

255 

B 

Albion,  H.M.S. 

321,  323,  325,  327 

Bacallaos 

19 

Aldys,  Mr. 

378 

Badajos 

18 

Alexander,  James 

326 

Baker,  Capt. 

341 

Alfred,  ship 

273 

Ball,  Mr. 

162 

Algonquin,  race 

61 

Banks,  Col.  Charles  F. 

79  note 

Aliquumvisit  (Quisset) 

287 

Barber,  Capt. 

337 

Allen,  Benjamin 

400 

Barker,  Capt.  Alexander 

345,  346 

Allen,  Capt. 

337 

Barker,  Josiah 

355 

Allen,  Ebenezer 

119, 186-7,191 

Barleycorn,  and  Negro  Dick 

241 

Allen,  John 

186 

Barnard,  Capt. 

330 

Allen,  John  G. 

139 

Barnet,  William 

389 

Alley,  Capt. 

337 

Barnstable 

43,  63 

Almouchiquois 

48 

Barrassa,  brig 

310 

Almy,  Christopher 

251-2 

Bass  River 

44 

Almy,  Capt.  J ob 

250 

Bassett,  Capt.  Barachiah  257, 

267, 269-273 

Almy,  Capt.  J ohn 

62 

Bassett,  William 

115 

Alw 

73,  74,  80 

Batavia 

308 

Ambuscade,  H.M.S. 

263,  274,  275 

Baudoin,  Pierre 

348 

Amsden,  Robert 

242 

Bawtrey 

76,  78,  79 

Anderson,  Lieut. 

274 

Bayard,  Mary 

135 

Andros,  Sir  Edmund 

151, 157 

Bayer,  Thomas 

92 

Antiko,  Job 

57,  63,  64,  80 

Beaver  Tail  Light 

284,  302 

Antiko,  Thomas 

64,  80 

Bedford  (New  Bedford) 

285, 290 

Antonia 

236 

Belcher,  Gov. 

253 

Antonio,  sloop 

246 

Belknap,  Jeremy 

43 

Aptuxet,  trading  post 

79  note 

Bella 

330 

Aquinnah 

60 

Bellomont,  Richard  Cootes,  Earl  of 

Arbella 

149 

232-244 

Arbella,  ship 

342 

Bennet,  William 

215 

Arcade,  schooner 

341 

Berkeley,  Rev.  Dean 

122, 123 

Archangel 

307 

Bernard,  Gov.  Francis 

303 

Archer,  Gabriel 

21,  42-3,  46 

Biddle,  Capt. 

272 

Argus 

310 

Bigelow, - 

326, 327 

Armstrong,  General 

358 

Bjarney 

11, 12 

Asa 

71,80 

Bjarneyar 

11 
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Blackstakes  (below  Liverpool)  219 

Black  Woods 

79 

Blake,  Mr. 

153 

Blake,  Benjamin 

Blaney,  Anthony 

214 

115,  116,  155,  156, 

169,  206,  424,  438 

Blaney’s  Pond 

155,  424,  438,  439 

Block,  Capt.  Adriaen 

49,  50 

Block  Island 

17,  50,  239,  247 

Bonavista 

240 

Boothbay  Harbor 

372 

Bordeaux  Packet 

327 

Boston 

109, 110 

Boston  Daily  Advertiser 

306, 311  quoted 

Boston  Harbor 

49 

Boston  Light 

302 

Bourne 

79  note 

Bourne,  Ezra 

185 

Bourne,  Sylvanus 
Bowdoin  College 

136 

82,  146-8,  350,  358,  405,  410,  419,  444 


Bowdoin,  Elizabeth  (wife  of  Governor)  363 
Bowdoin,  Elizabeth  (wife  of  Governor), 
Letter  of  261-262 

Bowdoin,  Elizabeth,  Lady  Temple  144, 349 
Bowdoin,  family  of  81 

Bowdoin,  James  (I) 

123-140,  179, 182, 186-192,  348 
Bowdoin,  James  (II),  Governor 

82,  135,  144  will  of,  254,  261-266,  292- 
294,  300-301,  348-358 
Bowdoin,  Hon.  James  (III) 

43,  46,  82,  145  will  of,  349-419,  433,  447 
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82,  145-148,  379,  410,  413-414,  419,  444, 


447 

Bowdoin,  Mrs.  James  Temple  379,414 

Bowdoin,  James  T.,  J r.  350, 414 

Bowdoin,  Judith  348 

Bowdoin,  Mary  348 
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144,  350,  358,  374,  375  letter  to,  378  let¬ 
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82,  135-138,  140,  144,  182,  348,  350-358 


Bowers,  Colonel  265 

Bowers,  Harry  265 

Boyle,  Hon.  Robert  66 

Boyton  &  Matthews  320 

Bradford,  William  78,  79 

B  radish,  Joseph  243,244 


Bradley,  William  395,  396,  402,  403,  427,  431 


Bradstreet,  Gov.  S. 

206 

Brant  Light 

302 

Brattahlid 

6, 11 

B  rereton,  John 

21,  22,  30,  42,  45,  46 

Brewster,  family  of 

79 

Briggs,  Capt. 

337 

Bromfield,  Mr. 

167, 168 

Brothers  Adventure 

204, 205 

Brown,  William 

47 

Browne,  Capt. 

282 

Browne,  Edward 

213 

Browne,  Mary 

150 

Browne,  Hon.  William 

150 

Buck,  Eleazer 

204,  210,  211,  213 

Buck  Islands 

58,  64 

Buckingham,  Duke  of 

83, 149 

Buckminster,  Rev. 

407,  409 

Bud,  schooner 

325 

Bullard,  Baalis 

360,  368,  371,  377,  378,  380,  383-387,  394- 

396,  430,  435 

Burr,  R. 

328 

Burtch,  Capt. 

338 

Butler,  Daniel 

267 

Butler,  Capt.  John 

74 

Butler,  Nicholas 

74 

Butler,  William 

433 

Buzzards  Bay 

2,  3,  5,  18,  44,  61. 

,  280,  282,  285,  290, 

338,  420 

Byfield,  Nathaniel 

246 

C 

Cabot,  Sebastian 

18,30 

Cachakanossett 

90 

Calot,  John 

389 

Calot,  Louis  388,  389,  400  note,  412,  431,  435 

Camilla 

282 

Campbell,  Mr. 

188 

Campbell,  Duncan 

235-237,  245 

Canapitsit 

46 

Capawock 

83,  84 

Cape  Ack 

50 

Cape  Charles 

18 

Cape  Cod 

2,  5,  20,  31-33,  43,  47,  48,  51,  83,  204, 
206,  220,  254,  308,  312,  313 
Cape  Cod  Canal,  route  of  79 

Cape  Mallebarre  49 

Carver,  John  79 

Casco  Bay  348 
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Cartright,  Matthew 

201 

Coffin,  Tristram 

95 

Carysfort 

282 

Cole,  Capt. 

333 

Cathcart,  Capt. 

334 

Cole  Island 

84 

Catomucke  55,  56,  63,  64, 

,  137-140,  144 

Collingwood,  Capt. 

253,  254 

Cecil,  Sir  Robert 

40 

Collins,  Capt. 

282 

Ceres,  ship 

341 

Columbia,  brig 

309 

Chadwick,  Barnabas 

Columbian  Centinel 

386-388,  394,  395,  399-403,  411,  430 

306,  307,  310,  414, 

,  quoted 

Champlain,  La  Riviere  de 

48 

Colve,  Governor-General  Anthony 

201,  202 

Champlain,  Samuel  de 

48 

Comet 

282 

Chamuck,  Joshua 

74,  80 

Comucke 

63,  80 

Chandler,  Hon.  Peleg  W. 

82, 148 

Concord 

196 

Chappaquiddick 

93 

Concord,  ship 

22,  42 

Charles  I 

83,  84 

Congress,  ship 

337 

Charles  II 

89 

Connecticut,  Governor  of 

150 

Charles  B.  Coffin,  ship 

334 

Connecticut  River 

49 

Charles  Carroll,  ship 

343 

Cony,  J udge 

389,  401 

Charlotte,  schooner 

299 

Cook,  Elisha 

119, 242 

Charlton 

431 

Cook,  Capt.  J  ames 

307, 308 

Charming  Betty 

253,  254 

Cook,  Thomas 

362 

Chase,  Capt. 

336 

Coore,  Capt. 

273, 285 

Chatham 

48 

Cootes,  Richard,  Earl  of  Bellomont 

:,  see 

Cheepie  Unk 

58,  60,  61 

Bellomont 

Cheesechmuck 

95 

Cornwallis 

282 

Chesapeake 

20 

Corry,  Major 

383 

Chikkemoo 

108 

Corte  Real,  Miguel 

14, 15 

Chili,  ship 

314 

Corunna 

18 

Chilmark 

Coster,  Capt. 

239, 241 

81,  107,  108,  139,  363,  400, 

422,  423,  434 

Cottage  Lot 

304,  441 

Choate,  Hon.  Rufus 

82,  148 

Couch,  Jacobus 

218 

Christina,  bark 

326, 327 

Couch,  J  ames 

219 

Christophers,  Mr. 

153, 156 

Cove  Farm 

Church,  Capt.  Benjamin 

62 

372,  386,  387,  394,  398,  400,  401, 

404,  456 

Church,  Charles 

252,  253 

Covell,  Ezra 

96 

Church,  Garrett 

86 

Cracketuxet 

93 

Clark,  Aylmer 

243 

Crafts,  Col. 

278 

Clarke,  James 

253 

Crane 

282 

Clarke,  Thomas 

239 

Cranston,  Col.  John 

249, 254 

Clarkham,  ship 

337 

Cranston,  Governor  167,  247,  249 

Claudia,  Island  of 

17 

Crapo,  Hon.  Henry  H. 

443,  444 

Claudia,  wife  of  Francis  I 

17 

Crapo,  William 

444 

Clenant,  Capt. 

250 

Creplin,  Capt.  F. 

326 

Clifford, 

265 

Crisps,  Mr. 

155 

Clifford,  Hon.  John  H. 

82, 148 

Crocker,  Capt.  John 

313 

Coale,  Josiah 

65,  66 

Crocker,  Timothy 

267 

Cobhame,  Lord 

42 

Crosby,  Capt. 

312 

Cochrane,  Capt.  Peter 

381, 383,  385 

Cross,  John 

254 

Codex  A.M.  557 

6, 11 

Crossness 

10 

Coffin, - 

174 

Crowe,  Capt. 

167, 247 

Coffin,  Capt. 

310 

Curtis,  Hon.  Benjamin  R. 

82, 148 

Coffin,  Peter 

205 

Cushing,  Mr. 

165, 167 

Coffin,  Thomas  A. 

299 

Cushing,  Thomas 

262 
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Cuttyhunk 


6,  40,  47,  55,  57,  59,  60,  311,  359 


D 

Daggett,  Lawson  102, 103 

Dairy  Farm 

168,  350,  352-358,  375,  385,  387,  394,  424, 
427,  432,  439  440,  456 

Danforth,  Rev.  Samuel  71 

Danforth,  Thomas  95 

Daniels,  J ames  213 

Danielson,  Timothy  272 

Darby, -  168 

Darby,  John  214 

Dartmouth  63,  165,  265,  270, 298,  305 

22 
101 
155 
241,  243 
383 
243 

386,  392, 393 
338 
294 

15 
49 
86 

333 
241 
333 
322 
282 
51 

320,  321 
59 

321,  325 
82, 148 

274 
369,  401 

16 
15 

282 

276, 277, 295-299 
297 
214 
120 
198 

97, 101-103 
91 
312 


Dartmouth,  England 
Davie,  Humphrey 
Davis,  Mr. 

Davis,  Thomas 
Davis,  Capt.  Walter 
Dean,  Thomas 
Dearborn,  Gen.  Henry 
Dearborn,  H.  S. 

De  Estaing,  Count 
Delabarre,  Prof.  E.  B. 

De  Laet 
Delavall,  M. 

Delaware 
Delaware  Bay 
Delight,  sloop 
Democrat,  smack 
Dependence 
Dernier,  Capt. 

Despatch,  H.M.  brig 
Devil’s  Bridge 

Devonshire,  Capt.  John  Ferris 
Dexter,  Hon.  Franklin 
Diamond,  H.M.  frigate 
Dickinson,  Thomas 
Dieppe 
Dighton  Rock 
Diligent 

Dimmock,  Joseph 
Dimmock,  Lot 
Dipper,  Henry 
Dixwell,  John 
Doggett,  “Goody” 

Doggett,  Hannah  Mayhew 
Doggett,  Thomas 
Dolphin,  schooner 
Dongan,  Thomas,  Earl  of  Limerick  119, 120 
Dorset,  Edward  Sackville,  Earl  of  84,  85 


Dove,  tender  323 

Dover  Cliff  34, 39,  44 

Dragon  (Drogden),  schooner  322 

Drake,  Samuel  G.  47 

Dublin,  John  248 

Dudley,  Ann  151, 172 

Dudley,  Governor  Joseph  151, 157, 172 


Dukes  County 
Dummer,  J eremiah 
Dunman,  Capt. 
Dunn,  William 
Durfee,  Thomas 


73,  81,  91,  109,  140,  142 
101 
333 
207,  214 
270 


E 

East  Greenwich,  England  88,  89,  96 

Edgartown  47, 107, 108 

Edwards,  Mr.  187 

Edwards,  Capt.  207, 385 

Eldridge,  Capt.  312 

Eldridge,  Oing  431 

Eliote,  Mr.  152 

Elizabeth  Islands 


21  description  of  Gosnold,  Chapter  III 
frequently  mentioned,  152  first  mention 
by  Winthrop,  420  description  of  in  1815, 


and  throughout  the  book 
Elizabeth,  Queen  31 

Emerson,  Ellen  T.,  quoted  330 

Emerson,  Rev.  William  363 

Ernes,  Capt.  223 

Emmes,  Beza  110 

Emot,  Mr.  237 

Endicott,  family  of  149 

Endicott,  Sister  154 

Endymion,  H.M.S.  317,  319-321,  324,  326,  327 
England  23-25,  28,  30,  31,  35,  38,  39 

Epesteyn,  Capt.  Carel  201, 202 

Eric  the  Red  5,11,14 

Ericsfiord  10, 11 

Ericsson,  Leif  5-10 

Erving,  Hon.  John  135, 364 

Etechemins  48 

Ewoutsen,  Capt.  Carel  201, 202 

Execution  Dock  233 

Exmouth  30, 40 

Eyre,  Katharine  171 

F 

Fairamerican  335 

Fairplay,  sloop  328 

Falcon,  schooner  326 

Falkland,  H.M.S.  215-232 


Index 


Falmouth,  England  21, 22,  31 

Falmouth,  Mass. 

79,  168,  257,  276,  281,  290-292,  298,  359, 

385,  430,  446 

Fame,  ship  309, 310 

Fanning,  Col.  299 

Fanshawe,  Capt.  282 

Farnham,  Capt.  282 

Faulkland  256,  258, 261 

Fennick,  Jacob  239 

Fielding,  Capt.  273-275 

Fish,  Lieut.  279,  281 

Fish,  Samuel  267 

Fisher’s  Island  151, 157  note,  172  note 

Five  Brothers,  schooner  333 

Flash,  schooner  327 

Flatey  Book  6 

Flinn,  Patrick  314 

Florida  19 

Flucker,  Judith  Bowdoin  135 

Folger,  Capt.  George  E.  344 

Folger,  Peter  93 

Forbes,  John  Murray  75,  82,  148,  350,  419 
Forbes,  Capt.  Robert  Bennett  336 

Ford,  Commander  John  280,  283-285 

Forrester,  Simon  307 

Forrett,  J ames  85,  86,  88 

Fort  James  89 

Fort  Loyal,  Falmouth,  Maine  213,  215 

Forth,  H.M.S.  320 

Fortune,  galley  253 

Fortune,  schooner  306 

Fortune,  ship  208 

Fowey  282 

Fox  322 

Fox,  sloop  342 

Francis  I  15, 17 

Franklin,  Benjamin  349 

Frederick  Augustus,  ship  312 

Freeman,  Capt.  311,312,324 

Freeman,  Nathaniel  289,  292, 293,  295,  298 

Freeman,  Samuel  •  277 

French  Watering  Place 

159,  174,  249  note,  294,  304,  429,  434,  454 
Friendship,  ship  269 

Frizell,  John  210 

Fuller,  Joseph 

109,  111-115,  117-119,  122,  169-171,  174- 

176,  185,  192,  241,  245,  425 
Fuller,  Nathan  425 

Fuller,  Noah  425 

F uller,  Thomas  170,  425 
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Furdustrands 

12 

G 

Gale,  Capt.  John 

253 

Gallatin,  Hon.  Albert, 

Letters  to  390,  392 

Gallop,  Lieut.  Benjamin  208-210 

Gamlason,  Thorhall 

11 

Gamos,  Rio  de  los 

19 

Gane,  Joseph 

445 

Gane,  Judith 

445 

Gardiner,  John 

236,  238-240 

Gardiner’s  Island 

239 

Garth,  sloop 

299 

Gaunt,  Ann 

305 

Gay  Head 

"  3,  58,  67,  68,  196, 

221,  264,  423,  fre- 

quently  mentioned 

in  Chapter  VI I 

Gay  Head  Light 

303,  338 

Geelmuyden,  Prof. 

8  note 

Gelston,  Dr.  Rowland 

271  note 

George,  Capt. 

207 

George  and  Mary,  ship 

309,310 

Gerry,  Governor 

408 

Gibson,  Samuel 

115, 118,  119 

Giddings,  John 

215 

Gideon  Howland,  ship 

342 

Gifford,  Franklin  L. 

427 

Gilford,  Pardon 

431 

Gilbert,  Bartholomew 

21,  37,  38,  40,  40-42 

Gilbert,  Sir  Humphrey 

47 

Gilbert’s  Point 

32,  33,  42,  43 

Gillam,  J  ames 

241 

Gilson  (Gelston) ,  Dr.  Samuel  271, 272 

Glasgow,  tender 

264 

Globe,  ship 

335 

Goat’s  Neck 

58 

Goff,  Mr. 

116,117,191 

Gomez,  Estevan 

18-21 

Gookin,  Daniel 

62  note 

Gookin,  Samuel 

243 

Gorges,  Sir  Fernando 

83.  87 

Gorham,  Mr. 

265 

Gosnold,  Bartholomew 
21,  23,  26, 

27,  30-38,  40-45,  55 

Gospel,  Company  for  Propagation  of 

Gosnold’s  Hope 

66,  120, 424 
34,  44 

Gosnold's  Pond 

46 

Gother,  Col. 

265 

Gottenburg 

309,  310 

Graftin,  John 

202 

Graham,  Capt. 

342 
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Grannis,  Capt.  John 

263,  264,  271,  426 

Haverhill 

307 

“ Graveyard,  The” 

346 

Hawkins,  James,  Jr. 

115 

Gray,  Edward  F. 

5 

Hawkins,  Thomas 

204-208,211-214 

Gray,  Governor 

408 

Hawk’s  Book 

6, 11 

Green, - of  Malden 

163 

Haynes,  John 

211 

Green,  sloop 

299 

Hector,  sloop 

333 

Greenland 

5,  8, 10,  11, 14 

Hedge,  Capt. 

337 

Gregg,  Lieut. 

274 

Hell  Gate 

49,  84 

Grey,  Maj.  Gen. 

300 

Helluland 

7,11 

Greyhound,  brigantine 

247 

“Hen  and  Chickens”  reef 

341 

Griffin,  Richard 

214 

Hendreckson,  Capt. 

49 

Grimolfsson,  Bjarni 

11 

Hendrick  Christaens  Iylant 

49,  50 

Grinnell,  Oliver 

412, 431,  432 

Henry,  Capt. 

282 

Groton,  England 

149 

Herjulfsson,  Bjarni 

6,7 

Guilford 

445 

Hewetson,  Capt. 

232 

Gullish,  Thomas 

242 

Hicks,  Capt.  Michael 

249,  250 

Gustava,  schooner 

324 

Hill,  Ithuel 

446 

Hill,  John 

213 

H 

Hill’s  Hap 

34,  35,  38,  44 

Hacker,  Capt.  Histed 

273 

Hinkley,  Barnabas 

438 

Hadley’s  Harbor 

167, 421, 435 

Hispaniola 

18,  238 

Haerlem  Sloop 

280,  281 

Hobson,  Capt. 

49 

Hageborg,  Capt. 

310 

Holland,  Earl  of 

85 

Haines  (Haynes),  John 

89,  96,  97,  102 

Hollingsworth,  Richard 

201 

Hakluyt,  Richard 

15,  20 

Hollow  Farm  304,  350,  425,  454,  456 

Halker,  Capt. 

298 

Holmes  Hole 

Hall,  Rebecca 

430 

204,  207,  254,  257,  265, 

296,  frequently 

Hallett,  Hon.  Benjamin  F. 

82, 148 

mentioned  in  Chapter  YII 

Hamblin,  Simeon 

429,  431 

Homes,  William 

104 

Hammond,  Capt. 

334 

H6p 

13, 14 

Hancock,  Capt.  Robert 

216,217 

Hope,  Capt.  Henry 

319 

Hannah,  brig 

338 

Hope,  Indian 

57,  63,  64,  80 

Hap’s  Hill 

34, 36, 45 

Hornet,  Sloop  of  War 

311,312 

Hardin,  Aaron 

249 

House,  Capt. 

333 

Hardy,  Commander 

325 

Hovgaard,  Prof.  William 

5 

Harlow,  Capt. 

49 

Howland’s  Ferry 

292 

Harris,  Capt. 

342 

Hubbard,  Mr. 

254 

Harris,  Christopher 

41 

Hudson,  Henry 

49 

Harris,  Mr. 

235 

Hudson  River 

49 

Harrison, - 

239 

Hunt,  Sam 

374 

Hartford 

66 

Hyannis 

43, 290 

Harvard  College 

358 

Hyatt,  Capt. 

309 

Harwich,  England 

43 

Hatch,  David 

356 

I 

Hatch  family 

429 

Iceland 

5,  8, 11 

Hatch,  J onathan 

170 

Improvement,  ship 

334 

Hatch,  Martha 

429 

Independence,  ship 

334 

Hatch,  Mary 

389,  400  note 

Ingersol,  Capt.  John 

201 

Hatch,  Robert 

429,  438 

Hatch,  Lieut.  Silas 

279 

J 

Hatch,  Phebe 

428 

James,  Duke  of  York 

81,  86 

Hathaway,  Martha 

170 

James  II,  King  of  England 

120 

Index 
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James  &  Dalton 

123 

Jamestown,  Ya. 

43 

Jamison,  David 

89 

J  annohquissoo 

69,  70,  80 

Japan,  ship 

336 

J aphet,  Indian 

71 

Jefferson,  Thomas 

358 

Jeffries,  Dr. 

407,  408 

Jenkins, - 

241 

Jenkins,  Capt.  Weston 

330,  331 

Jewett,  Nehemiah 

109 

Joanna,  Island  of 

240 

Job’s  Neck 

57, 331 

John  Sherbrooke,  brig 

311,312 

Johnson,  Asa  and  family 

431 

Johnson,  Mr. 

155 

Johnston,  Thomas 

213 

Jonas,  Indian 

90,  91 

Jones,  Capt. 

154 

Jones,  Edward  C. 

345  note 

Jones,  Griffin 

327 

Jones,  Com.  John  Paul 

272, 273 

Jones,  Philip 

263 

Jones,  Thomas 

267,  268,  276 

Joseph,  ship 

326 

Joseph  Starbuck 

344 

Juno  and  Tenedos 

324 

K 

Karlsefni,  Thorfinn 

11-14 

Kataymuck  (see  also  Catomucke) 

55,  56,  63,  88,  90,  91,  94-98  and  follow- 

ing,  118, 122, 125-130, 137, 165 

Kearney,  Michael 

320 

Kent,  County  of 

89 

Kettle  Cove  (Kittle) 

422,  442 

Kidd,  Sarah 

240 

Kidd,  Capt.  William 

110,  232-246 

Kingfisher 

263 

!,  287,  289 

King  Philip 

62 

King  Road 

47 

Kinnicutt,  Col. 

255 

Kj  alarness 

10,  12, 13 

Knight,  Commander  John 

282, 284 

Knox,  Francis 

110 

Knox,  Robert 

243 

Knyft,  Capt.  William 

201,  202 

Koons,  Prof.  B.  F. 

2,4 

Krympton,  J onathan 

94 

L 

Lackey  or  Larkey,  William 

428 

Lackey’s  Bay  46,  428,  439 

Lafayette,  Marquis  de  349 

La  Hogue,  H.M.S.  317,  320, 326, 327 

Lancaster,  Capt.  Joseph  283 

Lander,  Daniel  (Langley)  207,210,214 
Lark  289 

La  Soupgonneuse  48 

Leader  or  Loader,  Thomas  90,  91 

Lechmere,  Ann  Winthrop 

122,  124,  136, 177,  182 

Lechmere,  Elizabeth  137, 139 

Lechmere,  Madam  Lucy  177, 178 

Lechmere,  Mary  137,  139 

Lechmere,  Nicholas  137, 139 

Lechmere,  Richard  137, 139 

Lechmere,  Thomas 

121,  136,  137-139,  172,  173,  177,  179,  182, 

185,  186-189 

Lee,  Capt.  327 

Lee,  Mr.  of  Bordeaux  369,  371 

Lee,  William  373 

Leicester  89  note 

Leifsbooth  5,  8  note,  9 

Leigh,  Sam  241 

Lennox,  Earl  of  83 

Leonard,  Capt.  310 

Leopard,  brigantine  255 

Leslie,  sloop  299 

Leveret  HO 

Leverett,  family  of  149 

Lindley,  Gilbert  452 

Linia,  ship  343 

Linzey,  Capt.  256,258-261,273 

Lisbon  13 

Little,  Mr.  165 

Live  Oak,  schooner  342 

Liverpool  Packet  311-313,  324,  330,  337 
Livingstone,  Robert  233 

Lizard,  distance  to  220,  221 

Lloyd,  John  242 

Loan,  ship  332, 335 

Loffe,  Gabriel  240 

Long  Island  151 

Long  Island  Sound  51,  65,  83,  84 

Long  Plain,  Friends  Meeting  305 

Lord,  John  213 

Lord,  Captain  William  205,  206 

Loring,  Hon.  Charles  G.  82, 148 

Lorrance,  John  298 

Lorry,  Captain  William  446 

Lothrop,  Mr.  400,  431 

Louie  327 
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Louisa,  ship 

339,  340 

Louisa  of  Savoy 

17 

Louis  XII 

Lovelace,  Governor  Francis 

17 

81, 

86,  87,  89,  99 

Lovell’s  Island 

214 

Lowell,  John 

271 

Luce,  Marshall 

340 

Luce,  Richard 

431 

Luff, - 

241 

Luisa,  Island  of 

Lumbert,  Zaccheus 

17 

302-304,  427  and  family,  428,  434,  438 

M 

Macartney,  Capt. 

273-275 

Mackenzie,  Frederick 

282,  288  Diary  of 

Madagascar 

240 

Madeira 

240 

Mahilla 

240 

Maidstone,  frigate 

329 

Mainwaring,  Capt. 

309 

Malbone,  Richard 

254 

Manliaten,  sloop 

314 

Manhattan 

77,  79 

Manomet  (or  Manamet) 

63,  77,  79 

Mansion  House 

144,  351,  374,  375,  409, 

415-419,  433,  444, 

455 

Maria  Packet 

433 

Maria,  ship 

344 

Mariegalante 

232 

Mariner,  ship 

344 

Markland 

7,11, 14 

Marlow,  Patience 

76,  77,  78 

Marlow,  Thomas 

75,  76,  78,  89 

Marshal,  Capt.  Peter 

255 

Marshfield 

105 

Martha,  ship 

334 

Martha’s  Vineyard 

Frequent  mention  throughout  the  book, 
especially  in  Chapters  I,  II,  III,  V,  VII 
Martin,  John  42,43 

Martin’s  Vineyard 

42,  50,  65,  84,  86,  87,  90,  91,  200,  221 
Martin’s  Vineyard,  Manor  of  120 

Mary,  sloop  204-210 

Mary’s  Lake  3 

Mason,  Hon.  Jeremiah  82,  148 

Massachusetts  Bay  Colony  81, 106 

Massachusetts,  Commonwealth  of  149 


Massachusetts  Indians,  Dialect  of 

57 

Mather,  Rev.  Cotton 

150,  180 

Mather,  Rev.  Increase 

120 

May,  Capt.  Cornelius  Jacobsz 

50 

Mayflower 

78,  79 

Mayhew,  Rev.  Experience 

67,  72 

Mayhew,  family  of 

81 

Mayhew,  Capt.  Hilyard 

271 

Mayhew,  Hannah 

95 

Mayhew,  Jane 

93 

Mayhew,  Mary 

101 

Mayhew,  Matthew 

88,  93-95,  97-108,  116,  151,  156,  162,  163, 
204,  205,  439 


Mayhew,  Thomas 

’  55,  66,  67,  73,  81,  83,  85-99  frequently 
mentioned,  115,  151,  183,  197,  199 


Mayhew,  Zaccheus 

73 

McClure,  William 

381 

Menemsha  Bight 

333 

Menzies,  John 

250, 252 

Mercator,  ship 

308,  309 

Mereen,  Capt. 

333 

Merrihew,  Roger 

438 

Merrimack,  brigantine 

204 

Merrimack  River 

307 

Milford  Haven 

47 

Minerva,  ship 

334 

Mingo 

161 

Mitchell,  Capt.  Nathaniel 

314 

Moffatt,  Dr. 

255 

Molasses  Pond 

57 

Mona 

241 

Monadnock 

196 

Monardus,  Dr. 

20,21 

Monk,  George 

101 

Monohanset 

57,  103, 104 

Monument  Bay 

88,  90,  95, 165 

Moody,  Eliezer 

115 

Moore,  Capt. 

329 

Moreys 

167 

Morton,  Perez 

263 

Mosier,  Capt. 

397 

Moshohquin,  Totow 

95 

Moshup 

58,  59 

Mount  Bowdoin,  Dorchester 

358 

Munhans  (Monohanset) 

57, 152 

Murarius,  Lieut. 

286, 287 

N 

Nahant  Beach 

49 

Nancy,  brig 

326, 327 

Index 
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Nantucket 

2,  17,  50,  61,  85  and  following,  166,  185, 
296,  298,  Chapter  VII  frequently  men¬ 
tioned 

Nantucket  Inquirer  306,  334  and  following 
Narragansett  Bay  18 

Nashanow  and  Nashawna  56,  64, 162, 166 
Nashawena 


Nieman,  H.M.S.  326,  327 

Nightingale,  ketch  201 

Nile,  brig  336 

Nimrod,  H.M.S. 

311,  314,  315,  318,  319,  322-329 
Nobska  Light  303, 338 

Nocanoonissoc,  Thomas  92 

Noman’s  Land 


6,  46,  47,  55,  57,  69,  283,  285,  287,  359 
Nashcompait,  James  67,80 

Nassau  50 

Natick,  isle  93,  95 

Natstock,  Joshua  110 

Naushon 

1-5,  55,  56,  occasionally  mentioned  in 
early  chapters,  continually  mentioned 
in  Chapters  VIII  and  IX,  description 
420  and  following 

Nautican,  Isle  of  83,  84 

Navigator,  ship  345 

Nayoiatan,  Indian  64 

Neayit,  William  92 

Neff,  William  215 

Nellie,  schooner  328 

Neptune,  brigantine  255 

Nevis  166, 222 

New  Bedford  82, 322  and  following 

New  Bedford  Mercury,  quoted 

306,  308, 338,  341 
Newbury  253 

Newcomb,  Mr.  106 

New  Dartmouth  109,110 

New  England  21,  83,  84 

Newkit  55, 57 

New  London  150, 166,  249 

Newman,  Sam  160 

New  Packet,  sloop  312 

New  Plymouth  61 

Newport 

210,  231,  247,  255,  263,  272,  291,  298,  302, 
339 

Newport,  Capt.  Christopher  42 

Newton,  Mr.  116 

Newton,  Capt.  Vincent  318 

Newtowne  305 

New  York 

49,  81,  87,  89,  106,  authorities  of  156- 
157 

Nichols,  Capt.  333 

Nichols,  Col.  199, 201 

Nicholson  213,214 

Nickerson,  Benoni  277-279 


5,  6,  49,  58,  109,  119,  221,  frequently 
through  Chapter  VII 
Nonamesset 

2,  4,  44  frequently  to  144,  166,  183,  184, 
189-191,  285,  291-296,  frequently  350- 
411,  420,  425,  430-432,  436  description 
of  house  at 

Nope,  island  of  61 

Nopisquan,  Jos.  91 

Norton,  Benjamin  251,252 

Norton,  Mr.,  pilot  310 

Norumbega  30 

Norwich,  Conn.  446 

Nova,  ship  78 

Nova  Scotia  5,  20 

Numacke,  Nomyuan  64 

Numacke,  William  64 

Nurman,  Henry  123 

Nye,  Capt.  333 

Nye,  Elisha 

256,  258,  261,  268,  273,  276,  278,  291,  426, 
428,  438,  445 

Nye,  Elnathan  429 

Nye  family  428,  429 

Nye,  John  291,  384-386,  398,  428,  433,  438 
Nye,  Joseph  281 

Nye,  Lucy  428,  445 

Nye,  Stephen  137, 256, 258 


O 

Ocean,  ship 
Old  Maria  Packet 
Olive  Branch,  ship 
Oliver,  Daniel 
Oliver,  James 
Oliver,  John 
Oliver,  Nathaniel 
Oliver,  Peter 

Onkery  Tonkey,  see  Uncatena 

Onrest,  or  Restless 

Ontario,  ship 

Orien,  ship 

Oriental,  brig 

Orion,  ship 


345 

410 

309 
117,119 

115,117,119 

94 

115-119 
93,  94,97, 115 
44, 385 
49 
337 
337 

310 
341, 342 
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Ormond,  Lieut. 

320 

Piper,  J  ohn 

315 

Orniticott  (Connecticut) 

166 

Pitcher  (Pritchard),  Reuben  362 

Orotava,  brig 

253,  254 

Pitts,  Elizabeth 

135 

Oscar,  schooner 

316 

Pitts,  J  ames 

136 

Otis,  Col.  184, 

191,294 

Plumb  Island 

325 

Oviedo,  Gonsalvo  de 

19,  30 

Plymouth 

63,  165,  342 

Oyster-Bay  237, 

239  note 

Plymouth  Colony 

65,  76,  79,  200 

Plymouth  Company 

83 

P 

Point  Care 

32,  43 

Pacific,  ship 

337 

Point  Gammon 

43 

Pactolus,  frigate 

329 

Pokanawket,  tribe 

61 

Paddleford,  George 

380 

Pompesprisset 

167 

Pain,  Mr. 

105 

Pompey,  schooner 

305 

Paine,  A.  W. 

279 

Pope,  Capt. 

165 

Paine,  Hon.  Charles  Cushing 

82, 148 

Port  Fortune 

48 

Paine,  J ohn 

210 

Porter,  Capt. 

330 

Paine,  Thomas 

90 

Potter,  Capt. 

337 

Palmer,  Capt. 

367, 405 

Pound,  Capt.  Thomas 

204-215 

Palmer,  J. 

267 

President,  ship 

344 

Palmer,  Mrs. 

411 

President,  U.  S.  frigate 

326 

Palmes,  Major 

152 

Preston,  sloop 

299 

Pamchamnet 

68 

Price,  Capt. 

265 

Parker,  Job 

267 

Price,  Ephraim 

395 

Parker,  John  Avery 

308 

Prince,  Governor 

200 

Parker,  John  Cotton 

330 

Pring,  Capt.  Martin 

47 

Parker,  Joseph 

Providence 

272, 306 

145,  384,  397,  399,  402, 

403,  433 

Providence,  frigate 

288 

Parker,  Sir  Peter  263, 

274,  275 

Providence,  Isle  of 

85 

Parmele,  Capt.  Eli 

445 

Providence,  ketch 

201 

Parrott, - 

241 

Providence,  sloop 

298 

Pasque  (Pesktenset) 

Putnam,  Capt.  William 

360,  361,  431,  435 

56,  64,  67,  197,  256,  285,  287, 

295, 359 

Patten,  Capt. 

310 

Q 

Peabody,  Miss  Elizabeth,  quoted 

1 

Quaquajacset 

80,  94 

Pearson,  Capt. 

338 

Quaquaquigett 

62,  80,  94 

Pease,  Capt.  Abner  D. 

340 

Quaquaquinegat 

55,  62,  80,  91,  92 

Pease,  Capt.  Samuel 

204-212 

Quiquequanchett 

62,  80 

Pehtauattook 

68,  80 

Queen  Ann’s  Corner 

379 

Penikese  56, 

285,  359 

Quick,  Capt.  Cornelius 

239 

Pequot 

57 

Quick’s  Hole  168, 

197,  239,  290, 359 

Perkins,  Mr. 

405 

Quidah  Merchant 

238, 241 

Perry, - 

291 

Quincy,  Josiah 

265, 359  diary  of 

Perry,  Capt. 

308 

Quincy,  Major 

252 

Perry,  Capt.  Samuel 

299 

Quito,  brig 

338 

Perseverance,  ship 
Peshshameesesett.  See  Pasque 

307, 308 

R 

Phipps,  Gov.  William 

108, 110 

Rafn,  Prof.  C.  C. 

5 

Phips,  Richard 

213 

Ralegh,  Sir  Walter 

22,  40, 42, 47 

Picket,  Capt.  John 

207,  249 

Ram  Islands 

57, 138, 421 

Pierce,  Capt.  Sumner 

344 

Rambler,  schooner 

329 

Pierce,  Capt.  William 

79  note 

Randolph,  Mr. 

157 

Pine  Island 

376 

Rattler,  H.M.S. 

325, 327 

Index 
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Rattlesnake  Neck 

44,  58 

Ravenscroft,  Mr. 

152 

Rawson,  Dr.  Grindall 

71 

Ray,  Caleb 

73,  74,  80,  109-119, 

169,  232,  241-244,  425 

Read,  Francis 

243 

Read,  John 

263, 291,  294,  351-358 

Recovery,  brig 

310 

Redman,  Mercy 

305 

Red  Sea 

240 

Reed,  Capt. 

334 

Reed,  John 

137, 435 

Reid,  Capt. 

282 

Resolution,  sloop 

208 

Restoration,  ship 

299 

Retaliation 

324, 330, 331 

Retaliator 

312 

Rhodes,  Capt. 

273 

Rhode  Island 

16,  62,  63,  65,  92,  123,  209,  210,  231,  235, 
237,  259,  271,  291-293 
Ribero 

Richardson,  John 
Ricketson,  Daniel 
Ridgdale,  Patience 
Ried,  John 
Rigdale,  Alice 
Rigdale,  John 

Roberts, - ,  a  pirate 

Roberts,  Lawrence 
Robertson,  Lieut. 

Robinson,  Cornelius 
Robinson,  Elisha 
Robinson,  Irving 
Robinson,  Isaac 

79,  95,  183,  352-358,  425,  426,  427,  432 


Robinson,  J edidah  398,  426 

Robinson,  John  79,  398,  426 

Robinson,  Lieut.  J ohn  253 

Robinson,  Joseph  190, 191 

Robinson,  Mary  426,  427 

Robinson,  Mehitable  426,  428 

Robinson,  Paul 

282,  359,  361,  376,  412,  425,  426,  427,  432 
Robinson,  Polly  425,  439 

Robinson,  Samuel 


282,  361,  409,  425,  426,  431,  432  recol¬ 
lections  of 

Robinson,  Seth  396,  402,  426,  433,  437,  439 
Robinson,  Shadrach 

143,  384,  397-400,  404,  426,  433 
Robinson,  Stephen  426 


Robinson,  Thomas 

385,  426 

Robinson,  William 

425, 433 

Robinson,  Zephaniah  355,  361, 

425, 

432, 447 

Robinson’s  Hole 

143,  281,  283, 

359, 

425,  434 

Robisson,  see  Robinson 

286-288 

Rochambeau 

349 

Rochester 

45,  305 

Roderick,  Capt. 

341 

Rolla 

310 

Roman,  ship 

345 

Romney,  Earl  of 

233 

Rose,  frigate 

204, 207 

Rose,  H.M.S. 

264, 282 

Rover,  sloop 

312 

Rowley,  Elnathan 

429, 

430,  434 

Rowley  family 

429 

Royal  Society 

150, 

151, 193 

Russell,  Sir  Edward 

233 

S 

Sachawest  Point 

288 

Sachneesals  Neck 

287 

Sackville  (see  Dorset) 

85 

Sag  Harbor 

446 

Saga  of  Eric  the  Red 

6, 11 

St.  Jago 

240 

St.  Joseph 

161 

St.  Lawrence 

48 

St.  Lucia 

251 

St.  Marie  (St.  Mary’s) 

22,31 

St.  Martin’s 

232 

St.  Thomas 

241 

Sakonnet  River 

209 

Salem 

149, 154 

Salem,  ketches  of 

223, 

225,  228 

Salem,  vessels  of 

305,  307 

Salem  Gazette,  quoted 

308 

Sally,  fishing  smack 

313 

Sally,  schooner 

327 

Saltonstall,  family  of 

149 

Solus,  ship 

311 

Sampson,  Capt. 

341, 402 

Sampson,  Indian 

71,80 

Sampson,  Nequasseman 

80,  97 

Sandwich  77, 79, 

167, 

290, 291 

Sandy  Hook 

8  note 

Sandy  Point 

43,  84 

Sanford’s  Island  (Cuttyhunk) 

57,  72 

Santander,  Spain 

369, 376 

Santo  Domingo 

19 

Saratoga 

318 

20 

396 

58 

76 

286 

78 

78 

251 

320 

282 

426 

426 

426 
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Sarson,  Richard 
Savage,  Thomas 
Savage  Rock 
Schaler  &  Hall,  Messrs. 
Sconticut  Point 
Scorpion 
Scrooby,  England 
Seaflower 
Sealy,  Capt. 

Sears,  Mr. 

Seayk  Sachem 
Seconnet 

Sekitchahkomun,  Abigail 
Sewall,  Capt. 

Sewall,  J  udge 
Sewall,  Samuel 

Shakerley, - 

Shays’s  Rebellion 
Sherman,  Capt. 

Shiverick,  Nathaniel 
Shoal  Hope 
Shohkaw,  Daniel 
Shreve,  J ohn 
Shrewsbury,  Duke  of 
Shurtleff,  Dr.  Augustine 
Shute,  Capt. 

Siccadam,  John 
Sileby 

Simpson, - 


93, 103-105 
104 
32 
381 
359 
282 
76,  79 
321 
324 
408 

55,  80,  90,  91,  93 
287,  289,  309 
68,  80 
117, 118, 172 
167, 179 
120, 121,  246,  247 
155 
349 
342, 401 
267 
31,33 
80 
438 
233 
75,  78,  80 
161 
213 
89,97 
163 
253 


Simpson,  George 
Simpson,  J onathan  and  Margaret  137, 139 
Sinclair,  Lieut.  Patrick  274 

Skiff,  Benjamin  167 

Skiff,  Capt.  399 

Skiff,  Stephen  312 

Slocomb,  John  295 

Slocum,  Capt.  309, 310 

Slocum,  Peleg  305 

Slocum,  Capt.  William  431 

Slocum’s  Island  (Nashawena)  57,  68,  69,  72 
Sloughter,  Governor  120,  233 

Smith,  Capt.  325 

Smith,  Capt.  John  49 

Smith,  John  110 

Smith,  Mr.  158, 309 

Smith,  Tom  152 

Snorri  Thorbrandsson  11, 12 

Somers,  Sir  J  ohn  233 

Sophia,  ship  334 

South  A  merican,  ship  334 

Southampton,  England  41 

Southampton,  Earl  of  83 


Sow  and  Pigs  reef 
Sphinx 

Spooner,  Walter 
Spry,  Lieut. 

Squant 

Staplyne  of  Dartmouth 
Staunton, - ,  Mr. 


346 

281,  283-289 
270, 271 
282 
58 
41 
165 
201 


Steenwyck,  Councillor 
Stevens,  Joseph  Lowe 

extract  from  diary  of,  328 
Stirling  (Sterling),  Earl  of  83-88 

Stoddard,  David  121 

Storm,  Prof.  Gustav  5,  map  of  6 

Stoughton,  Gov.  William  216-218 

Stoughton,  Mr.  105 

Story,  Thomas  304 

Straumey  5, 12 

Straumfiord  5, 12, 13, 14 

Stuart,  Gilbert  375 

Studley,  Capt.  121 

Sturgis,  William  82, 148 

Sturtin,  England  79 

Succonesset  62,  63,  72, 167 

Sugars,  Capt.  110 

Sullivan,  Capt.  309 

Sullivan,  General  290 

Sullivan,  Richard 

145-147,  374,  375,  407,  409,  419,  447-454 
Superb,  74  318, 329 

Superior,  schooner  333 

Superior,  ship  310 

Susannah  333 

Swain,  Capt.  334 

Swain,  William  W.  82, 148,  350,  419,  443,  455 
Swan  263,  282, 285 

Swansey  63 

Swift,  Capt.  312 

Swift,  Ephraim  294 

Swift,  ship  336, 337 


Taber,  Benjamin  403 

Tabor,  Philip  93 

Tachamasson,  Stephen  68 

Takenach,  John  68 

Tappan,  Miss  Augusta  T.  406  letter  of 
Tappan,  Benjamin  406 

Tarpaulin  Cove 

continually  mentioned  throughout  the 
book,  422  description  of 
Tarpaulin  Cove  Light  House 

302,  304,  338,  390-394,  438,  439 
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Tarpaulin  Tavern  or  Inn 

Tucker’s  Terror 

32,  42 

304,  305,  313,  391,  417,  432, 

433,  437,  438, 

Tupper,  Martha 

92,  93, 189 

444,  448 

Tupper,  May  hew 

136 

Tartar 

254, 255 

Tupper,  Thomas 

93,  95 

Taunton 

168 

Tuvall,  John 

97 

Taunton  River 

15 

Two  Brothers,  sloop 

323 

Taylor,  John 

216 

Two  Friends 

330,  331 

Temple,  Elizabeth  Bowdoin,  Lady 

Tyrker 

7,8 

82,  144,  145,  351,  364,  378, 

379  letter  of, 

U 

410 

Uckatimest,  see  Uncatena 

Temple,  Elizabeth  B.  (Mrs.  T.  L.  Winthrop) 

Uncatena 

349,  351,  375,  379  letter  of 

2,  56,  57,  63,  64,  77,  79,  97, 

135,  138,  350, 

Temple,  Sir  Grenville 

367,  405,411 

385,  387,  401,  402,  412,  421,  426,  433 

Temple,  James  B.  (adopted  name  of  Bow- 

house,  437,  456 

doin)  349, 

350,  364,  366 

Undequit’s  Hill 

57,  80 

Temple,  Sir  John  82 

, 144, 145, 349 

Unicorn,  H.M.S. 

280-284, 288 

Teneriffe 

254 

Union,  frigate 

285, 287 

Terra  Firma 

19 

Union,  ship 

340 

Texel 

49,  50 

Union,  sloop 

330 

Thaxter,  Capt.  Joseph 

208 

Usselton,  Francis 

92 

Thaxter,  Mr. 

385 

Thetis,  schooner 

376 

V 

Thomas,  Indian 

198 

Vahane,  John  X. 

86 

Thomas,  privateer 

313 

Van  D  rebel,  Cornelius 

166 

Thomas,  sloop 

340 

Veckatimest 

57,  64 

Thomson,  Commander  John 

325 

Vernon 

254 

Thomson,  Major 

157 

Verrazanus,  J  anus  15 

,  17,  21, 30,  52 

Thorbrandsson,  Snorri 

11, 12 

Vespucius,  Juan 

18 

Thorer 

9 

Vibert,  Philip 

427,  428 

Thorfinn,  see  Karlsefni 

11 

Vineyard  Haven,  see  Holmes  Hole  92 

Thorhall 

11 

Vineyard  Sound 

Thorvald 

9,  10 

mentioned  continually  throughout  the 

Thorvard 

11 

book 

Three  Sisters 

333 

Vines,  Richard 

84 

Tiera  de  Ayllon 

20 

Vinland 

6,  9,  11 

Tiera  de  Estevan  Gomez 

20 

Virginia  21, 22,  30 

,  40,  42,  43,  47 

Tilton,  Capt.  Allen 

332,  335 

Von  de  Malsburg,  Col.  Friedrick  282,  284 

Tilton,  Capt.  David 

385,  398,  426 

Von  Ditfurth,  regiment 

284 

Tinkham,  Reuben 

306 

Tinnis,  Capt. 

328 

W 

Tirrell  (Luxell),  Colburn 

210 

Waddle,  Robert 

819 

Tisbury 

107, 108 

Wampanoag,  tribe 

61 

Tisbury,  Manor  of  88,  89,  97,  98,  101, 120 

W  anookasannet 

91 

Tobey,  Mary 

428 

W anton,  Col.  J  ohn 

248 

Totty,  Lieut. 

282 

Wanton,  Major  William 

248 

Towne,  Gen.  Salem 

Wareham 

45, 290, 318 

147,  418,  419,  431,  433 

,  435,  447-454 

Warner, - 

326,  327 

Townsend,  Capt. 

339 

Warren,  J. 

269 

Townsend,  Joseph 

211 

Warren,  William 

207, 214 

Trinity  College,  Dublin 

149 

Washamwatt 

64,  80 

Truro 

269 

Washington,  George 

Tucker’s  Island  (Pasque) 

57,  67,  72, 256 

262,  300,  301, 

349,  350,  358 
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Waterhouse,  Dr. 
Waterhouse,  John 
Watertown 
Waterwich 
Watkins,  John 
Watson,  Philip 
Watson,  Mr. 

Watts,  Samuel 
Wawkshus 
Webacowitt 
Webster,  Daniel 
Weeks,  “Bisha” 
Weeks,  Deliverance 
Weeks,  Ebenezer 
Weeks,  Joanna 


364 
158 
83,  85,  95 
310 
213 
95 
409 
207, 214 
61 

62,  64,  80 
82, 148,  444 
431 
389,  431 
192, 424 
429 


Weeks,  John  71,  72,  122,  163,  168-188,  424 

Weeks,  Mary  Rowley  429 

Weeks,  Miss  400, 412, 413 

Weeks,  Nathan  433 

Weeks,  William 

96,  168,  189,  190,  192,  197-199,  424 


Winthrop,  Ann  121, 124, 150, 192 

Winthrop,  Augusta  T.  380 

Winthrop,  Deane  153 

Winthrop,  Elizabeth  B.  T. 

147,  406-409  letter  of 

Winthrop,  Fitz-John 

121,  150-169,  232  and  following 
Winthrop,  James  B.  (changed  name  to 
Bowdoin)  145,  146,  147,  405,  410,  411- 
413  letter  of 

Winthrop,  John  149 

Winthrop,  John,  Jr.  66, 121, 149,  150 

Winthrop,  John,  F.R.S. 

58,  74,  81,  118-135,  150  and  following, 
165  Diary  of,  172-179, 182-192, 193  Cata¬ 
logue  of  Natural  Objects,  348,  349,  351 

Winthrop,  Katharine  122 

Winthrop,  Sarah  379,  380,  408 

Winthrop,  Thomas  379 

Winthrop,  Thomas  Lindall 

145-147,  193,  349-419  frequent  mention, 


Weeks,  Shubael 

192, 424 

447-454 

Weepeckets 

Winthrop,  Mrs.  Thomas  Lindall  (E.  B.  T.) 

44,  56,  57,  94,  95,  283, 

338  rock,  434 

375, 379,  380, 408 

Weetamoe,  Squaw  Sachem 

62 

Winthrop,  Wait  Still 

Westbye,  John 

242 

81,  97,  98-109,  111-124 

,  149-181,  182-183 

West  End 

inventory  of  his  estate,  211,  212,  232, 

159,  169,  304,  350,  394, 

398,  425,  433 

234,  247,  368,  424 

house  at,  447 

Winthrop’s  Island 

55,  68,  71,  72 

W  esterwich 

324 

Withered,  Tee 

242 

West  Riding,  England 

76 

Withington,  Phineas 

324, 412,  431 

Weymouth 

40,  42 

Wolcot 

380 

Wharton  &  Co. 

201 

Woods  Hole 

Wharton,  Sister 

155 

2-4,  48,  77,  90,  91,  139,  145,  167,  292, 

Wheatland,  Richard 

307, 308 

295-297,  312,  326,  327, 

359,  381,  395 

Wheler 

152 

Woodward 

431 

Whipple,  Joseph 

251,  252 

Woolman,  John 

305 

Wickham,  Capt. 

255 

Worth,  Capt. 

335 

Wilbur,  Capt.  Sanford 

344 

Wright,  Capt. 

241 

Wilkins,  Rev.  John 

167 

Wyer,  Capt.  William 

343 

Wilkins,  Sir  Hubert 

166  note,  167 

Wilkinson,  John 

124-135 

X 

Willett,  Mr. 

86 

Xacconeesett 

63 

William  Penn 

310 

William,  sloop 

331 

Y 

Williams,  Mr. 

174, 236 

Yale,  Dr.  Leroy  Milton 

398 

Williamson,  Robert 

253 

Yankee,  privateer 

328 

Willis,  Capt. 

292 

Y  armouth 

43, 44 

Wilmington,  ship 

337 

Yarmouth,  England 

76 

Wiltshire 

89 

Windebank,  Francis 

85 

Z 

Wing,  John 

256-257 

Zebra 

282 

9 
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